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was overste. Ende men schoot daer den papegaey daer hertoch Anthonis 
met schoot ende quam metten schutters eten op him samen (�.).�

[In ���� Sigismund, king of Bohemia, was made emperor. During lent in 
the same year there was a joust on the market square in Antwerp in the 
presence of duke Anthony and his sons John and Philip, and sir Willem 
Noots was the convenor. One shot the popinjay there and duke Anthony 
participated as well and he joined the dinner party of the archers].

�is entry from an Antwerp chronicle, the Annales Antwerpienses, written 
in both Latin and Dutch, contains a peculiar mix of political history 
and local events. It is exemplary for the entire chronicle, including the 
mistakes in the chronology.� �e Annales Antwerpienses have only come 
down to us through a late sixteenth-century copy (or adaptation), written 
by Hendrik�II van Halmale (���������).� As will be demonstrated in this 
article, several of Hendrik�s ancestors have contributed to the chronicle 
in the course of the ��eenth and sixteenth centuries. �e chronicle, or 
annals since it concerns a chronological list of events, was the work of 
many authors and grew over time. In that sense, it de�nitely lacks, as 
Graeme Dunphy signals in the Encyclopedia of the Medieval Chronicle, a 
�longer perspective� on historical events and a kind of �author awareness�.�

Of course, the chronicle is incomparable with the work of the grand 
maître of Brabantine urban historiography where we do �nd these two 
characteristics: the Antwerp clerk Jan van Boendale. He started in ���� 
with his opus magnum the Brabantsche Yeesten (the great deeds of Brabant). 
When he died in ���� he le� no less than ��,��� verses in Middle Dutch 
describing ��� years of the history of the duchy. �roughout the chronicle, 
the dynastic line of the successive dukes of Brabant is the �backbone of 
history�, as Frits van Oostrom puts it in his recent book on Low Country 
literature in the fourteenth century. �e urban clerk Boendale considered 

1	 Brussels, BibliothŁque Royale de Belgique (BRB), ms. �����, f.���r. 
2	 Sigismund was elected king of the Romans twice, in ���� and ����, and 

crowned in Aachen in November ����. Not until ���� was he crowned 
emperor in Rome. It is interesting that the duke participated both in a joust 
and a competition of the shooting guilds. On the duke of Brabant�s interest in 
these public festivities, see A. Chevalier-de Gottal, Les fŒtes et les arts à la cour 
de Brabant à l
aube du �� e siècle (Frankfurt am Main, ����), pp.��������.

3	 H. de Ridder-Symoens, �Halmale, Hendrik van, jurist, stadsmagistraat�, in: 
Nationaal Biogra�sch Woordenboek, � (Brussels, ����), col. �������.

4	 G. Dunphy, �Chronicles (terminology)�, in: id. (ed.), �e Encyclopedia of the 
Medieval Chronicle (Leiden, ����), p.����.
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the dukes as the keepers of the gemeyn oerboer, le bien public, the common 
good of the entire duchy.�

In contrast, in the Annales Antwerpienses, mainly written in Latin, 
the authors intertwined the history of the duchy with that of their 
hometown Antwerp and their own family. Floris Prims (���������), 
an Antwerp archivist who published two series of books on Antwerp 
history, considered the chronicle as one of �the most valuable chronicles 
for the history of Antwerp�.� Still, this chronicle provides more than a 
chronological list of events of mere local importance. It sheds light on the 
meaning of the writing of history for a family that was for several successive 
generations active in the town administration, namely, the Van Halmale 
family. In that sense, the Van Halmales enrich the diverse social pro�le 
of �urban scribes� who produced historiographical works in the towns of 
the Low Countries and elsewhere in Europe.�

�e Annales Antwerpienses is de�nitely not a unique historiographical 
work. �e memorial books of Ghent, written between the fourteenth 
and sixteenth centuries, and the chronicle of Rotterdam written by Jan 
Allertsz, are examples of the same genre in other principalities.� Still, 
most of these works were more focused on local political events than 
the Annales. Also, the entries in the Van Halmale chronicle are relatively 

5	 F. van Oostrom, Wereld in Woorden. Geschiedenis van de Nederlandse Literatuur 
��������� (Amsterdam, ����), pp.� �������; R. Stein, �Jan van Boendales 
Brabantsche Yeesten: antithese of synthese?�, Bijdragen en Mededelingen 
betre�ende de Geschiedenis der Nederlanden, ��� (����), �������, here �������.

6	 F. Prims, �De middeleeuwsche kronijken van Antwerpen�, Verslagen en 
Mededelingen van de Koninklijke Vlaamse Academie �oor Taal- en Letterkunde 
(����), ������� (p.� ���); id., �De kronijk van de Halmale�s�, Antwerpiensia, 
�� (����), ������� (pp.� �������); H. de Ridder-Symoens, �Halmale, Costen 
van, jurist, stadsmagistraat�, in: Nationaal biogra�sch woordenboek, � (Brussels, 
����), col. �������.

7	 R. Schmid, �Town chronicles�, in: G. Dunphy (ed.), �e encyclopedia of the 
medieval chronicle (Leiden, ����), pp.����������; R. Stein, �Selbstverständnis 
oder Identität? Städtische Geschichtschreibung als Quelle für die 
Identitätsforschung�, in: H. Brand, P. Monnet and M. Staub (eds), Memoria, 
communitas, civitas. MØmoire et conscience urbaines en Occident à la �n du 
Moyen ´ge, (Sigmaringen, ����), pp.��������, ���.

8	 A.-L. van Bruaene, De Gentse memorieboeken als spiegel van stedel k bewustz n 
(��de tot ��de eeuw) (Ghent, ����); H. ten Boom and J. van Herwaarden, 
�Rotterdamse kroniek. Aantekeningen van Rotterdamse stadssecretarissen, 
��������� (����)�, in: Nederlandse Historische Bronnen,� II (�s-Gravenhage, 
����), pp.�����.
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short and there are no lists of o�ceholders as was the case in the Ghent 
memorial books. Finally, the social pro�le of the Antwerp chroniclers 
does not correspond with that of the writers in Holland and Flanders 
who were clerks or secretaries, o�cers with subaltern jobs in the town 
administration. �eir pro�le does show similarities with sixteenth-century 
chroniclers in Bruges and Ghent, for example, Nicolas Despars and 
Marcus van Vaernewijck. Although they were also heavily concerned with 
their own social status, contrary to the Van Halmales, they integrated their 
own political and religious points of view in the turbulent �rst decades 
of the Dutch Revolt.�

In this article, the signi�cance of writing history for this Antwerp 
family will be explored. �e Van Halmales will serve as a case study into an 
omnipresent social category in the towns of the Low Countries in the late 
Middle Ages. In recent historiography, families like the Van Halmales have 
not received the attention they deserve, in part because their social status 
is di�cult to pin down. Historians normally refer to political o�ceholders 
like the Van Halmales as �patricians�: members of the economic elite 
of the town, which consisted of landowners, cloth entrepreneurs, and 
wholesalers who dominated the town administration. �ey formed a 
power elite within the town, bound together by marriage alliances and a 
common lifestyle, and derived prestige (and not seldom �nancial bene�ts) 
from the positions they held within the town administration. Frederick 
Buylaert noted already that it is very di�cult to separate patricians from 
nobles in the towns of the county of Flanders, and the same goes for the 
duchy of Brabant.�� Use of the term �urban nobility� to label these men 
should therefore be avoided since it stresses a non-existing contradiction 

9	 F. Buylaert, �Memory, Social Mobility and Historiography. Shaping Noble 
Identity in the Bruges Chronicle of Nicholas Despars (�����)�, Revue belge 
de philologie et d�histoire �� (����), pp.��������; K. Lamont, Het wereldbeeld 
van een zestiende-eeuwse Gentenaar Marcus van Vaernewijck: een ideeºn- en 
mentaliteitshistorische studie op basis van zijn kroniek, Van die beroerlicke tijden 
(Verhandelingen der Maatschappij voor Geschiedenis en Oudheidkunde te 
Gent, ��) (Ghent, ����).

10	 On the terms �urban nobility� and �patriciate�, see F. Buylaert, Eeuwen van 
ambitie. De adel in laatmiddeleeuws Vlaanderen (Brussels, ����), pp.��������, 
and id., �La �noblesse urbaine� à Bruges (���������). Naissance d�un nouveau 
groupe social?� in: �. Dutour (ed.), Les nobles et la ville dans�l
espace �ancophone 
(��� e-��� e�siŁcles) (Paris, ����), pp.��������. See also A. van Steensel, Edelen 
in Zeeland. Macht, rijkdom en status in een laatmiddeleeuwse samenleving 
(Hilversum, ����), pp.� �������; A.F. Cowan, �Urban elites in early modern 
Europe: an endangered species?�, Historical Research, �� (����), �������.
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between �nobility� and �town�, whereas at the same time it falsely demarcates 
them as a well-de�ned category. In the Low Countries many nobles lived 
in towns or acquired citizenry because of �scal and juridical advantages. 
Simultaneously, wealthy �burghers� occupying urban o�ces aspired to 
become nobles through the acquisition of lordships and residences in 
the countryside. �ey could as well try to gain princely favor, receive the 
accolade, and perform a noble lifestyle at court.��

It is not the purpose of this article to rede�ne these categories. However, 
when we maintain the label �patricians� or even �nobles�, the question 
remains as to how these men behaved and perceived themselves and 
how their contemporaries and peers perceived them. A close inspection 
of their military and seigniorial titles, their (feudal) landed possessions, 
and their supposed noble behaviour (vivre noblement) therefore becomes 
imperative.�� Many studies have already been dedicated to the noble 
lifestyle and the ways nobles tried to raise their status through the 
installation of heraldic devices on their houses, palaces, and funerary 
monuments.�� Still, we know much less about the written memorial 
culture of the elites of the Low Countries. Was the writing of history 
indeed a means for nobles (and would-be-nobles) to justify (or to claim) 
their privileged position?

�at is why �rst the origins and social background of the Van Halmale 
family have to be traced. �en this article focuses on the writings of 
Costen�I van Halmale, active in the Antwerp town administration in the 
����s and ����s. He has le� a �tournament diary�, a description of the 
tournaments in which he, his brother Jan�II, and other fellow Antwerp 

11	 J. Dumolyn, �Dominante klassen en elites in verandering in het laatmiddeleeuwse 
Vlaanderen�, Jaarboek �oor middeleeuwse geschiedenis, � (����), pp.� ������, 
spec. �����, �����; P. Janssens, De evolutie van de Belgische adel sinds de late 
Middeleeuwen, (Brussels, ����), pp.��������.

12	 B. Studt, �Erinnerung und Identität. Die Repräsentation städtischer Eliten in 
spätmittelalterlichen Haus- und Familienbüchern�, in: ead. (ed.), Haus- und 
Familienbücher in der städtischen Gesellscha� des Spätmittelalters und der 
Frühen Neuzeit (Cologne, ����), pp.�����, here �.

13	 For a recent overview see A. van Steensel, �Noble Identity and Culture. 
Recent Historiography on the Nobility in the Medieval Low Countries III�, 
History Compass, �� (����), �������, pp.��������. Furthermore: F. Buylaert, 
W. De Clercq and J. Dumolyn, �Sumptuary Legislation, Material Culture 
and the Semiotics of Vivre Noblement in the County of Flanders (��th-��th 
Centuries)�, Social history, �� (����), �������; M. Vale, War and Chivalry. 
Warfare and Aristocratic Culture in England, France and Burgundy at the End 
of the Middle Ages (London, ����), pp.������.
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Fig. �: Drawing of the epitaph of the Halmale family in the cathedral of Antwerp 
behind the Chapel of the Holy Sacrament. From: P. GØnard, Inscriptions 
funØraires et monumentales de la province d�Anvers. Arrondissement d�Anvers. 
An�ers, Église CathØdrale, vol. I (Antwerp, �
	�) �		.
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aldermen had participated. �e participation in these tournaments can 
be an indication of the noble lifestyle aspired to by at least some members 
of the family. �e descendants of Costen�I and his brother Jan�II have 
composed the Annales but it is not clear who exactly the authors (and 
copyists) were. We, therefore, have to establish the authorship of the 
chronicle by an analysis of its content. �en it is possible to discuss the 
role of the writings of the Van Halmales in relation to the social position 
of this family in Antwerp and the duchy of Brabant.

Origins

�e origins of the Van Halmale family most probably lie in the village 
of Halmal, next to Sint-Truiden, which until ���� formed part of the 
county of Loon, and a�erwards the bishopric of Liege. �e family had 
several possessions (lands and rents) in the surroundings of Sint-Truiden.�� 
Moreover, some family members were active in the administration of 
this town. Dirk van Halmale, for example, is mentioned as alderman of 

14	 It concerns only some small �efs held by several Van Halmales, recorded 
between ���� and ����. None of the Van Halmales mentioned is indicated 
by any military or feudal title. C. Borman, Le livre des �efs du comté de Looz 
sous Jean d
Arckel (Brussels, ����), pp.���, ��, ��, ���, ���, ���. I want to thank 
Sander Govaerts for this reference and others on the Van Halmale family in the 
fourteenth century.

Fig. �: Genealogy of the Halmale family.
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Sint-Truiden in ����.�� At a certain point, one of the Van Halmales must 
have moved to Antwerp. In ����, the seal of Joris van Halmaal as �poorter� 
(citizen) of Antwerp testi�es to this move. Both his and Dirk�s seal bear 
the coat of arms of the Van Langdries family (in heraldic terms �de gules 
billety or, a lion or�) with a bend, indicating a bastard branch.�� �e Van 
Langdries were possessors of the castle of Ulbeek east of Sint-Truiden.��

�us, the Van Halmales adopted the coat of arms of another family. 
According to the fourteenth-century genealogist Jacques de Hemricourt, 
the Van Langdries had themselves copied their coat of arms from the lord 
of Chateauvillain in the county of Champagne, whom they had served 

15	 Brussels, Archives gØnØrales du Royaume, Collection de moulages de sceaux 
(CMC), inv. nr. ���� (Empreinte de sceau de �ierry de Halmale, Øchevin de 
Saint-Trond, ����-����). 

16	 CMC, inv. nr. ����� (Empreinte de sceau de GrØgoire van Halmale, bourgeois 
d �An�ers, -����).

17	 J.F.A.F. de Azevedo Coutinho y Benal, GØnØalogie de la famille de Coloma 
(Leuven, ����), pp.����. 

Fig. �: Detail of the occasional roll of the ���
 tournament in Brussels displaying 
the company of Costen I van Halmale (pennon): Peter Bode,  Costen�s brother Jan 
II and Willem Colibrant.  Josse van Becberghe, Echevins de Bruxelles et tournoys, 
�	
�. Brussels, Archives de la ville, Archives historiques inv. nr. ��	�, f. 	�r.
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in arms.�� �rough their blazon the Van Halmales associated themselves 
with other noble families in the Low Countries and France. Still, none 
of the Van Halmales in the fourteenth century had a knightly or noble 
title. �e Van Halmales were proud of their lineage, witnessed by a late 
sixteenth-century epitaph in the Antwerp church of Our Lady (Fig. �). 
�e �rst words of the epitaph beneath their coat of arms are both family 
names with their motto in between: �Landris. Houdt mate. Halmale�. 
Futhermore, the epitaph states their ancestry: �Familia De Landris 
prognati� (born from the family Langdries).��

It is di�cult to track the exact genealogical lines of the Antwerp Van 
Halmale family in the fourteenth century and we know even less of their 
activities in the town.�� According to De Azevedo, in his genealogy on 
the Coloma family from ���� without any clear references, Joris had a 
son named Jan.�� Indeed, a Jan�I van Halmale is mentioned as alderman 
of Antwerp in ���� and ����. In the two following years he is listed as 
a receiver of the town, and again in ����, ����, and ����. In ���� and 
���� he occupied other o�ces in the Antwerp town administration, as 
�keurmeester� and �gildedeken�, respectively. �ese functions indicate that 
he had leading positions within one of the town�s cra� guilds.�� Jan�I van 
Halmale was married to Elisabeth van Coelput, sister of alderman Costen 
van Coelput. From this marriage came two sons: Costen�I and Jan�II. 
�ese sons were united in wedlock to two daughters of the alderman and 
burgomaster, Gillis Bacheler (Fig. �).

�e coat of arms of Costen�I van Halmale reveals an important aspect 
of his a�nity (Fig. �). A�er the Langdries family became extinct at the 

18	 Jacques de Hemricourt, Miroir des nobles de Hasbaye, ed. by Charles-François 
Jalheau (Liège, ����), pp.��������.

19	 P. GØnard, Inscriptions funØraires et monumentales de la province d
Anvers. 
Arrondissement d
Anvers. Anvers, Église CathØdrale, I, (Antwerp, ����), pp.�����
���. �e motto means �be moderate�, or �keep the moderation�. 

20	 In ����, a Peter van Halmale is inscribed as a citizen of Antwerp; eleven years 
later Andries van Halmale is also inscribed. Antwerp, Felix Archief, Ancien 
RØgime archief van de stad Antwerpen (herea�er ARSA), inv. nr.� V ����, 
d.d. �� January ���� and � December ����. Compare F. Alvin, �Jetons Belges 
du �	e� siŁcle. Constantin van Halmale - Jean de Berghes - La Chambre des 
Comptes de Brabant�, Revue Belge de numismatique, �� (����), �����, spec. 
pp.� ����� who uses BRB, ms. Fonds Goethals (herea�er G.) nr. ���� for a 
(dubious) link between LiŁge and Antwerp.

21	 De Azevedo, GØnØalogie, p.����.
22	 F. Prims, Geschiedenis van Antwerpen. Deel� VI. Onder de Hertogen van 

Burgondiº, Hertogen van Brabant (���������) (Brussels, ����), pp.��������.
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end of the fourteenth century, the Van Halmales adopted the complete 
coat of arms of Van Langdries without the bend. �e inescutcheon or 
heart shield on Costen I�s coat of arms represents the heraldic sign of 
the Van Berchem family, a paly of six, argent and gules. Probably one of 
the maternal ancestors was a member of this important noble family in 
the Antwerp district.�� �e integration of the Van Berchem coat of arms 
provided extra prestige to Costen I�s own coat of arms. Note that the coat 
of arms of Costen I�s brother Jan�II does not bear this heart shield. Instead, 
it has a crescent symbolizing the fact that he was the second son (Fig. �).��

Costen�I was probably named a�er his uncle (and maybe also a�er 
his grandfather), Costen van Coelput. Jan�II also called one of his sons 
Costen and Costen�I may have acted as godfather at the baptism. �e 
name Costen (with variations as Costijn or Kosten) was an abbreviation 
of Constantine, the name of the �rst Christian emperor. Although the 
name may have had a certain prestige, it was not very common in late-
medieval Brabant apart from (again) the Van Berchem family. For the 
Van Halmales, the name apparently was a Leitname, since it was given to 
many members of the family in the centuries to come.��

Costen� I mentions in his tournament diary that he first became 
alderman on the day of Saint Andrew, ����, that is on �� November. �is 
shows his pride of this position and his eagerness to serve the town. �en 
he speci�cally refers to the marriage of his daughter Elisabeth in ������� 
�by council of family and next-of-kin� with �meester� Frans van der Dil�, 
the future lord of Borchvliet, an important lordship with high jurisdiction 
next to Bergen-op-Zoom.�� Although Frans would inherit the lordship 
only nine years later, it was a new and important element in the family. 
�e possession of such a lordship meant the exertion of public power and 
was an important marker of a noble status.�� �is is likely the reason why 

23	 See their genealogy and coat of arms in LØon JØquier and RenØ van Berchem, 
Sceaux et armoiries de la maison de Ranst et de Berchem du ���� e au ��� e�siŁcle 
(Neuchâtel, ����), pp.������.

24	 J.A. de Boo, Familiewapens. Kentekens van verwantschap (�e Hague, ����), 
p.����.

25	 See De Azevedo Coutinho y Benal, GØnØalogie, pp.��������. 
26	 Brussels, Archives de la ville, Archives historiques (BAV, AH) inv. nr. ���� f ° 

���r. Frans van der Dil� (d. before �� November ����) inherited the lordship 
of Borchvliet on �� September ���� a�er the death of his father Jan. P. de Win, 
De adel in het hertogdom Brabant in de vij�iende eeuw (inzonderheid de periode 
���������)� II, (unpublished MA thesis Ghent University) (Ghent, ����), 
p.����.

27	 Buylaert, De Clercq and Dumolyn, �Sumptuary legislation�, pp.����, �������.
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Costen�I mentions the marriage since no large properties are known to 
be possessed by the Van Halmales in the ��eenth century. �is alliance 
and others (see Fig. �) demonstrate that in the �rst half of the ��eenth 
century the Van Halmale family became very well integrated into the power 
elite of Antwerp and its surroundings. However, their social promotion 
stopped just outside the jurisdiction of the town; they did not conclude 
marriage alliances with members of the older Brabantine noble families.

Academic training

�e Van Halmales were important urban political o�ceholders and 
they earned a great deal of their prestige serving the town as receiver, 
burgomaster, or alderman; in the �rst half of the sixteenth century they 
eventually were one of the four Antwerp families who accumulated �� 
per cent of the o�ces in the magistrate.�� Nevertheless, they were not 
important land owners; at least we do not encounter them in the registers 
of �efs of the dukes of Brabant. Only Willem�II van Halmale (d.����) 
obtained the �ef of Vriesele in Oelegem, a moated �knightly mansion� 
surrounded by some lands southeast of Antwerp, through his marriage 
with Josine van Steenbergen.�� Although this mansion certainly was an 
important distinctive marker for the Van Halmales, the �ef did not include 
a lordship. Still, the acquisition of Vriesele, was de�nitely a turning point 
in the perception of the family.�� �e burial of one of the Van Halmales 

28	 K. Wouters, �De invloed van verwantschap op de machtsstrijd binnen de 
Antwerpse politieke elite (���������)�, Tijdschri� �oor Sociale Geschiedenis, �� 
(����), �����, spec. pp.������.

29	 Vicomte de Ghellinck Vaernewyck, �Un livre de raison anversois du �	�e�siŁcle. 
Les Van Halmale�, Annales de l
AcadØmie Royale d
ArchØologie de Belgique, 
�� (����), �������, p.� ���; Brussels (Anderlecht), Archives gØnØrales du 
Royaume, Archives de la Cour FØodale de Brabant (ACF), inv. nr. ����, f.���v: 
een ridderlicken hof met sijn hofgrachte (�) geheeten �t goet Vriessele. See also A. 
�ys, �Le château de Vriesele�, Recueil des bulletins de la propriØtØ publiØs par le 
journal l�Escaut d�Anvers pendant le cours de l�annØe ����, X (Antwerp, ����), 
pp.������.

30	 See also the declaration of the king of arms Toison d�or in ���� in BRB, ms. G. 
����, f.��r: �Certi�ons et declarons d�avoir vu et examinØ ce prØsent fragment 
gØnØalogique de la trŁs ancienne noble famille de Halmale, laquelle trouvons 
d�avoir jouij du titre de baron de Landris, consistant en six degrŁs ou gØnØrations 
commencant de messire Guillaume de Halmale, chevalier etc., et dame Jozine 
van Steenberghen, dame heritiŁre de Vriessel et �nissant avec Alexandre Joseph 
de Halmale, seigneur de Vriessele, Vremdijcke, Willemskercke (�)�.
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in the church of Sint-Lenaarts (see below), northeast of Antwerp, may 
indicate that the family had some allodial possessions in this area, but 
sources are lacking to prove this.

�e question then is how did they earn their money? In ���� and ���� 
Costen�I van Halmale was a member of the town administration acting 
as dean of one the guilds. So it is possible that he was an entrepreneur 
or manufacturer. Several �nancial transactions indicate that the Van 
Halmales had invested in seigniorial rights in the Scheldt estuary. In ����, 
for example, �meester� Jan�II van Halmale together with three others sold 
the ferry rights (�den veere�) in Antwerp to the town administration.�� 
Seven years later in ����, Costen�I van Halmale and three other Antwerp 
patricians sold the �shing rights in the Scheldt estuary between Antwerp 
and Oosterweel, again to town administration.�� �ese were considerable 
transactions for which the town had to ask permission from duke Philip 
the Good (r. ���������). �e possession of these rights did not mean 
that the Van Halmales themselves were personally involved in �shing or 
ferrying. �ese were simply investments of wealthy citizens in pro�table 
rights, in which apparently the town of Antwerp was interested as well.

�e Annales Antwerpienses reveal more about the interest of the Van 
Halmales in the commercial and seafaring activities of Antwerp and its 
neighbouring ports. �e largest entry of the entire chronicle, containing 
�� lines and covering almost two entire pages, concerns a description of 
a Venetian carrack (�caraca� in Italian):

In the same year [����] a big carrack from Venice was moored in 
Arnemuiden at Rammekensveer, and it was measured by my father Costen 
[II] van Halmale as will now follow. And it had a length of �� fathoms 
and the mast was �� fathoms high and � fathoms wide. (�.)

When the carrack put out to the sea it was worth ��,��� ducats, without 
the cargo. And this carrack was shipwrecked when it returned to Venice, 
somewhere between Zeeland and England.��

31	 ARSA, inv. nr. CH ƒ ��� (d.d. �� November ����).
32	 ARSA, inv. nr. CH ƒ ��� (d.d. � February ����, n.s.). �ey used to lease out 

these rights for � lb. �� s. gr. Brabantine pounds per year. �e other sellers were 
Jacob Willemaer, �omas and Klaas van der Elst.

33	 �Eodem anno in Arnemuyden in Zeelant tot Rammekensveer was die groote 
crake van Venegien ende is gemeten, alsoo hiernaer volcht, bij mijnen vader 
Costen van Halmale. Ende was lanck �� vademen ende den mast �� vademen 
lanc ende was dic � vademen. (�.) Dese crake was weert doen sij uuyten lande 
voeren, sonder �t goet datter in was, ��.��� ducaten. Ende dese crake bedar� 
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�is excerpt gives an indication of the extraordinary measures of the 
carrack, a huge Mediterranean cargo ship with castles at bow and stern 
integrated into the hull.�� Antwerp�s harbor was partially dependent on 
the ports of Arnemuiden and Middelburg on the isle of Walcheren in the 
Scheldt estuary. �e news of the arrival of such a big boat in Arnemuiden 
must have made an impression on contemporaries.�� Still, Venetian galleys 
were not unknown in the harbor of Antwerp where their presence is noted 
already from ���� onwards, but carracks were scarcer.�� �e fascination for 
Italian ships is con�rmed by entries in the chronicle for ����, ����, ����, 
����, and ���� describing the arrival of Venetian galleys in Antwerp.�� 
Moreover, the completion of four galleys, constructed between ���� 
and ���� in Antwerp for a military expedition into the Mediterranean, 
is mentioned in the chronicle.�� �is shows that the interest of the Van 
Halmales was more than simply amazement and that they were aware of 
what was going on in the Antwerp harbor.

Most probably, the Burgundian duke Philip the Good wanted to buy 
the Venetian carrack in his last attempt to �t out for a crusade, during the 
last months of ���� and the �rst months of ����.�� He had tried the same 

int wederkeren naer Venegien ter plaetsen tusschen Zeelant ende Engelant�. 
BRB, ms. �����, f.���r-��r.

34	 L.R. Martin, �e Art and Archaeology of Venetian Ships and Boats (Rochester, 
����), pp.������, �������, ���. A fathom was approximately six feet, which was 
in Antwerp contemporary measures �.�� meters. �is means that the carrack 
had a length of almost �� meters, whereas the mast measured about �� meters. 
�e width of the ship was more than �� meters.

35	 However, the ship is not mentioned by the chronicler Jan Reygersbergh, Dye 
chronijcke van Zeelandt (Antwerp, ����) s.f.�in his entries for the years ���� and 
����, although he does mention Philip the Good�s crusade plans. I thank Arie 
van Steensel for this reference.

36	 G. Asaert, De Antwerpse scheepvaart in de �� e eeuw (���������). B drage tot de 
ekonomische geschiedenis van de stad Antwerpen (Brussels, ����), pp.������.

37	 BRB, ms. �����, f.���v-��r, ��v, ��v-��r. For ����, the exact day and time of 
arrival are given, whereas for ���� the names of the captains are inserted. 
See also Asaert, Antwerpse scheepvaart, �� who testi�es to the arrival of the 
Venetians ships in ����, ����, and ���� from other sources.

38	 BRB, ms. �����, f.� ��v: Eodem anno [����] gallera Philippi ducis fuerunt 
complete prope Calchoven extra muros. See on the four galleys J. Paviot, La 
politique navale des ducs de Bourgogne, ��������� (Lille, ����), pp.� �������, 
���

39	 Paviot, La politique, pp.��������; R. Vaughan, Philip the Good. �e Apogee of 
Burgundy (London, ����), pp.��������.
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