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JOHNY STEPHEN

FISHING
FOR SPACE
Socio-spatial relations of Indian trawl fishers

in the Palk Bay, South Asia, in the context
of trans-boundary fishing

Palk Bay, in South Asia is witnessing a complex socio- ecological 
crisis. This crisis is intrinsically tied to the modernization of 
fisheries in the region, the civil war in Sri Lanka and the politics 
of ethnic identity. This crisis now manifests itself in the form of a 
fishing conflict between the Indian trawl fishers and the small 
scale fishers of Sri Lanka’s Northern Province. 

This research takes a spatial perspective to better understand 
this conflict from the Indian side. The socio-spatial relations of 
the Indian trawl fishers with regard to their continued access 
into present day Sri Lankan waters, are studied.  Further, these 
socio-spatial relations are analyzed using various spatial 
dimensions, particularly territory, scale, place and network. 
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