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Archives and collections used
For campaign’s role in the strategy of Russia:

1. For documents, letters, and communiqués driving Russia’s foreign policy from the pre-war
years until 1917, this research turned to the holdings of Ankhiv vneshnei politiki Rossiisko?
Imperii (AVPRI).

2. For documents concerning the Russian army performance from the pre-war years until
March 1918, the research relied on materials collected at Rossziskiz gosudarstvennyi voenno-
istoricheskii arkhiv (RGVIA) and Rossiiskil gosudarstvennyi arkbiv voenno-morskogo flota
(RGAVME).

3. A collection of reports, notes, and communiqués titled Kavkazskit front Pervoi mirovoi voiny,
1914-1917. Sbornik dokumentor (The Caucasus Front of the First World War, 1914-1917: A
Collection of Documents), contains Russian summaries of military situation, enemy action
assumptions, military operations analysis, and reports on objectives and outputs achieved.

4. A part of the collection Tsarskaia Rossiia v mirovo voine (T'sarist Russia in the World War),
subtitled ‘Russia-Turkey,” comprises diplomatic correspondence regarding the Ottoman
Empire’s entrance into the war.

5. Another collection, Mezghdunarodnye otnosheniia v epokbu imperializma. Dokumenty i3 arkbivoy
tsarskogo i vremennogo pravitel'stv 1878-1917 gg. (International Relations in the Era of
Imperialism: Documents from the Archives of Tsarist and Provisional Governments from
1878 to 1917), outlines the work of Russia’s wartime diplomacy.

6. Razdel Aziatskol Turtsit. Po sekretnym dokumentam byvshego ministerstva inostrannykh del (The
Partition of Asiatic Turkey According to Secret Documents of the Former Ministry of
Foreign Affairs) and Konstantinopol’ i prolivy. Po sefretnym dokumentam byvshego ministerstva
nostrannykh del (Constantinople and the Straits According to Secret Documents of the
Former Ministry of Foreign Affairs) are two parts of a collection of Russian diplomatic
documents pertaining to the wartime relations between the European Powers and the
Ottoman Empire.

7. Krasnyi arkhiv (Red Archives), a Soviet journal, unveils documents that were hidden in tsarist
Russia’s archives.

8. While Swosheniia s soinznikami po voennym voprosam vo vremia voiny 1914-1918 gg. (Relations with
Allies on Military Matters during the War of 1914-1918) is not a complete work on Russia’s
relations with her allies, it investigates an important subject of relations on military matters.

9. Dokumenty i materialy po vneshnei politike Zakavkazia i Gruzii (Documents and Materials on the
Foreign Policy of Transcaucasia and Georgia) is an important source for the study of
Transcaucasian politics from 1917 to 1919.

10. Dokumenty vneishnei politiki SSSR (Documents on the Foreign Policy of the USSR) contains
diplomatic correspondence beginning from the October 1917 Revolution in Russia.

11. Materialy po istorii otpadeniia Zakavkazia ot Rossii (Materials on the History of the Separation of
Transcaucasia from Russia) is devoted to the history of the formation of independent
Armenia, Georgia, and Azerbaijan in 1918,

For campaign’s role in the strategy of the Ottoman Empire:
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A narrative that presents a descriptive and chronological account of day-to-day events and
troop movements in the Caucasus from the perspective of the Ottoman war effort is Birinci
Diinya Harbi’nde Tiirk harbi: Kafkas Cephesi. 3ncii Ordu Harekat: (Turkey’s War in the First
World War: Operations of the Third Army on the Caucasus Front).

Another narrative that presents a descriptive and chronological account of day-to-day events
and troop movements in the Caucasus from the perspective of the Ottoman war effort is
Birinci Diinya Harbi’nde Tiirk Harbi: Kafkas Cephesi. 2nci Ordn Harekdt: 1916-1918 (Turkey’s
War in the First World War: Operations of the Second Army on the Caucasus Front, 1916-
1918).

The volume titled Birinci Diinya Harbi’nde Tiirk harbi: Osmanls Imparatorlugn’nun Siyasi ve Askeri
Hazurhiklar: ile Harbe Girigi (Turkey’s War in the First World War: The Ottoman Empire’s
Political and Military Preparations and Entry into the War) provides an insight into the
Ottoman entry into the war.

The volume titled Tiirk Lstiklil Harbi. Mondros miitarekesi ve tatbikat: (Turkish War of
Independence: The Mudros Armistice and Operations), is an important narrative of the final
stage of the war.

For campaign’s role in the strategy of Germany:

1.

For documents containing diplomatic correspondence and internal memorandums from the
German Foreign Ministry, this research relied on Politisches Archiv des Auswiirtigen Amits (PA-
Another repository of diplomatic correspondence and internal memorandums from the
German Foreign Ministry Archives is held at the University of California (UoC (I)).
Collated by Karl Kautsky, the documents in the collection Die deutschen Dokumente 3um
Kriegsansbruch 1914 (The Outbreak of the World War in 1914: German Documents) are
letters, despatches, and reports passing between German diplomats and government
officials, which form a set of records pertaining to the outbreak of war and the unmasking of
German diplomacy as it was practised in the summer months of 1914.

Published by the German Foreign Office and the Reich Ministry of the Interior in 1919, the
collection of documents titled Amtliche Urkunden zur 1V orgeschichte des W affenstillstandes 1918
[Official documents on the History of the Armistice in 1918] detail the history of the
armistice signed in 1918, particularly the period leading up to the agreement.

For campaign’s role in the strategy of Britain:

1.

2.

Records documenting government policy and decision-making once held by British
government departments, especially the departments responsible for the British army and
the Royal Navy, and currently held at PRO, as well as IO Records held by the British
Library, were a great help to this research.

Just as Germany began her documentary publications on the origins of the war with the
‘Kautsky Documents,” so Britain had begun her diplomatic revelations by a collection titled
British Documents on the Origins of the War, 1898-1914, which throws light upon the ultimate
aims of British policy.

Another collection, Documents on British Foreign Policy, 1919-1939, contains documents relating
to British foreign policy and covers the twenty years beginning from the Treaty of Versailles.
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4. Correspondence Respecting Events Leading to the Rupture of Relations with Turkey refers to a collection
of documents published by the Foreign Office in 1914, detailing the correspondence and
events that led to the breakdown of diplomatic relations between Britain and the Ottoman
Empire.

5. Appearing in Hansard are the transcripts of parliamentary debates in the House of Lords and
the House of Commons of the British parliament.
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ADC
APOC
ATASE

AVPRI

Bd.
BD
BOA HR.SYS

CAB
CGS
CIGS
CNGS
C-in-C
CIS
CPO
CoS
CRE

CuUP
DB
DD
DiM

DMI
DMO
Dol
DVP

EC
EPC

FO

FRDC

FSL

GEFM (StAC)

GHQ
GOC
GUGSh

Appendix A: List of abbreviations and acronyms

Administrator of the Diplomatic Chancellery

Anglo-Persian Oil Company

Genelkurmay Askeri Tarih ve Stratejik Etiit Bagkanligt Arsivleri (General
Staff Military History and Strategic Institute’s Archives), Ankara
Arkhiv vneshnel politiki Rossiiskol Imperii (Archive of Foreign Policy of
the Russian Empire)

Volume or folder used in the footnotes to cite documents from PA-AA
British Documents on the Origins of the War

Cumhurbagkanligt Devlet Arsivleri Baskanligi, Osmanli Arsivleri,
Hariciye Nezareti Siyasi (Turkey’s Presidential Directorate of State
Archives-Ottoman Archives, Foreign Office’s Political Bureau)

War Cabinet Papers

Chief of the General Staff

Chief of Imperial General Staff

Chief of Naval General Staff

Commander-in-Chief

Chief of the Intelligence Section

Chief political officer

Chief of Staff

Correspondence Respecting Events Leading to the Rupture of Relations
with Turkey

Committee of Union and Progress

Documents on British Foreign Policy

Die deutschen Dokumente zum Kriegsausbruch

Dokumenty i materialy po vneshnei politike Zakavkazia i Gruzii
(Documents and Materials on the Foreign Policy of Transcaucasia and
Georgia)

Director of Military Intelligence

Director of Military Operations

Department of Information

Dokumenty vneishnei politiki SSSR (Documents on the Foreign Policy
of the USSR)

Eastern Committee

East Persia Cordon

Foreign Office

Final Report of the Dardanelles Commission

First Sea Lord

German Foreign Ministry Archives, 1867-1920, St Antony’s College,
Oxford

General Headquarters

General officer commanding

Glavnoe upravlenie General’nogo shtaba (Main Directorate of the
General Staff)
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HHSA

HMS
HPS
HQ
IDCE
IEF D
1G
1Gf
10
IORec
ISC
KA
KF

KiP
Mpl

MOEI

NcO
n.d.
NfdO
OHL
PA-AA

PC

PID

POW
QmG
RAZT
RGAVMF

RGVIA

RSDWP
SMS
SPR
SRs

SpV

SWC

TH-Hazirliklart

Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv, Austro-Hungarian Foreign Ministry
Archives, Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, k.u.k. Ministerium des AuBlern
His (Her) Majesty’s Ship

Head of the Political Section

Headquarters

Interdepartmental Conference on Middle Eastern Affairs

Indian Expeditionary Force D in Mesopotamia

Inspector General

Inspector General of Fortifications

India Office

India Office Records (political and secret subject files)

Imperial State Council

Krasnyi arkhiv (Red Archives)

Kavkazskii front Pervol mirovoi voiny (The Caucasus Front of the First
World War)

Konstantinopol’ 1 prolivy (Constantinople and the Straits)

Materialy po istorii otpadeniia Zakavkazia ot Rossii (Materials on the
History of the Separation of Transcaucasia from Russia)
Mezhdunarodnye otnosheniia v epokhu imperializma (International
Relations in the Era of Imperialism)

Non-commissioned officer

no date

Nachrichtenstelle fir den Orient (Intelligence Bureau for the East)
Die Oberste Heeresleitung (Supreme Army Command)

Politisches Archiv des Auswirtigen Amts (Political Archive of the
German Foreign Office)

Persia Committee

Political Intelligence Department

Prisoner of war

Quartermaster-General

Razdel Aziatskoi Turtsii (The Partition of Asiatic Turkey)

Rossiiskii gosudarstvennyi arkhiv voenno-morskogo flota (Russian State
Archive of the Navy)

Rossiiskil gosudarstvennyi voenno-istoricheskii arkhiv (Russian State
Military-Historical Archive)

Russian Social-Democratic Workers’ party

Seiner Majestit Schiff (His Majesty’s Ship)

South Persia Rifles

Members of Russian Socialist-Revolutionary party

Snosheniia s soiuznikami po voennym voprosam vo vremia voiny 1914-
1918 gg. (Relations with Allies on Military Matters during the War of
1914-1918)

Supreme War Council

Birinci Diinya Harbi’nde Tiirk harbi: Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun Siyasi
ve Askeri Hazirliklar ile Harbe Girisi (Turkey’s War in the First World
War: The Ottoman Empire’s Political Preparations and Entry into the
War)
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TH-Kafkas (2)

TH-Kafkas (3)

TR
TSK Gnkur. Bsk.lig1

unnumb.

UoC (I)

WO

Birinci Dtnya Harbi’nde Ttrk Harbi: Kafkas Cephesi. 2nci Ordu
Harekat1 1916-1918 (Turkey’s War in the First World War: Operations of
the Second Army on the Caucasus Front)

Birinci Diinya Harbi’nde Turk harbi: Kafkas Cephesi. 3ncti Ordu
Harekat1 (Turkey’s War in the First World War: Operations of the Third
Army on the Caucasus Front)

Tsarskaia Rossiia v mirovol voine (Tsarist Russia in the World War)

Ttrk Silahlt Kuvvetleri Genelkurmay Baskanligt [The General Staff of the
Turkish Armed Forces]

unnumbered

German Foreign Ministry Archives, 1867-1920, University of California
(Berkeley), Microfilm Collection (Series I)

War Office
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Appendix B: Glossary of terms

A

Adana pogrom. The second series of massacres of the Armenians in the Ottoman Empire,
which were carried out in 1909 in the province of Adana.

Alldeutscher Verband. Pan-German League. A German nationalist organisation founded in
1891, which had a significant influence on German state institutions through connections to the
political establishment and the media.

Anglo-Persian Oil Company. A British company founded in 1909 following the discovery of a
large oil field in Khuzestan province, Persia.

Anglo-Russian Convention. Signed on 31 August 1907, the Convention ended the long-
standing colonial disputes between Britain and Russia in Persia, Afghanistan, and Tibet. The pact
divided Persia into three zones: a Russian zone to the north, a British zone to the south, and a
neutral zone separating the two.

Arab revolt. An armed uprising against the Ottoman Empire between 1916 and 1918, led by
Sharif Husayn bin ‘Ali of Mecca with British support, to establish an independent Arab state.
Armenian genocide. A pre-meditated campaign of forced deportation and systematic mass
killing conducted against Christian Armenians by the Ottoman Empire’s Young Turk
government during the war.

Armenian Question. The debate following the 1878 Congtress of Berlin that referred to the
protection and the freedoms of Christian Armenians from their neighbouring Muslim
communities.

Armistice of Mudanya. An agreement signed on 11 October 1922 between Turkey, on the one
hand, and Britain, France, and Italy, on the other. By this armistice, the Allied Powers agreed to
Turkish reoccupation of Constantinople and eastern Thrace.

Armistice of Mudros. Signed at Agamennon, a British battleship at anchor off the port of
Mudros on the Aegean island of Lemnos on 30 October 1918 by the Ottoman Empire and
Britain acting on behalf of the Allied Powers, the armistice marked the defeat of the Ottoman
Empire in the war.

Army of the Black Sea. A British army formed on 9 January 1919 from active component units
of the disbanded British Salonika Army. Its troops were stretched from Greece to the Caucasus.
Army of Islam. Or the Islamic Army of the Caucasus (Kaf&as Lskim Ordusi). This army, which
was created by Minister of War Ismail Enver’s order of 5 April 1918, involved a hard core of
Ottoman divisions aided by Caucasian Tatar detachments. Commanded by Nuri Killigil, Enver’s
half-brother, this military force performed operations in the summer of 1918 which resulted in
the expansion of Ottoman military and political power in Transcaucasia.

Ashirat. A Kurdish tribal group.

Aufwiegelung. Incitement to revolution. A German term for insurrection or sedition employed
to designate the Foreign Office’s programme on revolutionising (Revolutioniernng) the Caucasus.
Auswirtiges Amt. German Foreign Office.

Baku commune. In the months between April and July 1918, a municipal government in Baku
comprised of Bolsheviks and Left SRs, which sought to extend the power of the soviets over the
Transcaucasian isthmus.
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Berlin-Baghdad railway. Or Baghdad railway. A major rail line connecting Berlin with
Baghdad, from where the Germans wanted to establish a port on the Persian Gulf.

Black Sea Raid. An Ottoman naval bombardment of Russian ports and harbours on 29-30
October 1914 that led to Russia declaring war on the Ottoman Empire.

Bolsheviks. A faction of the RSDWP which, led by Vladimir Lenin, seized power during the
October 1917 Revolution, becoming the dominant political power in Russia.

Caliph. The spiritual head of Islam, the title that the Ottoman Sultans held.

Capitulations. The term has come to be associated with the preferential commercial privileges
and extraterritorial rights Europeans enjoyed in the Ottoman Empire. They were unilaterally
abolished by the Porte in September 1914.

Centro-Caspian Dictatorship. An anti-Soviet administration proclaimed in Baku, which was
created on 26 July 1918 from an alliance of the SRs and Mensheviks and fell on 15 September of
the same year.

Cetes. Muslim irregular armed squads often made up of brigands, whose actions were largely
overseen by Teskilat-1 Mahsusa.

Committee of Imperial Defence. An ad hoc part of the British government responsible for
research and some co-ordination of matters of military strategy.

Committee of Union and Progress. Or [#ibad ve Terakki Cemiyeti. Originally a secret society
founded in 1889, the Committee formed part of the Young Turks, becoming its strongest arm
and, after 1908, a political party which turned into the wartime government of the Ottoman
Empire.

Council of People’s Commissars. The first highest collegial body of executive and
administrative authority of Soviet Russia.

Dardanelles Commission. A special commission appointed by the British government in 1916
to investigate the 1915 Dardanelles campaign.

Dashnaktsutyun. An Armenian political party founded in 1890, also known as the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation.

De Bunsen Committee. An inter-departmental ad hoc committee established on 8 April 1915
by Prime Minister Herbert Henry Asquith to determine British desiderata in Turkey in Asia
during the war. The committee was headed by Maurice William Ernest de Bunsen, the Assistant
Undersecretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

Der Neue Orient. The New Orient. A concept devised by the German Foreign Office in 1916,
which envisaged economic control, rather than political power or territorial colonisation, over
territories stretching from Ukraine through the Caucasus and further to Russian Turkestan,
Siberia, Japan and India.

Deutsches Heer. From 1871 to 1919, the unified ground and air force of the German Empire.
Die Deutsche Militirmission (or Die Deutsche Militirmission im Osmanischen Reich).
The German Military Mission accredited in Constantinople from 1913 to 1918.

Drang nach Osten. Drive to the East. The name for a nineteenth-century German nationalist
intent to expand Germany into Slavic territories of central and eastern Europe.

Druzhina. Practically, it may be translated from Russian as ‘squad,” a force about 1,000 strong.
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Dunsterforce. A British military mission, which was tasked to safeguard the oil installations at
Baku from the Ottomans and the Germans, while organising local groups of Armenians,
Georgians, and anti-Bolsheviks to control the approaches to Afghanistan and India.

East Persia Cordon. A force of British Indian troops set up to prevent infiltration by German
and Ottoman agents from Persia into Afghanistan. This cordon ran from Baluchistan in the
south up to the Russian border in the north, and was mostly on Persian soil, just west of the
Persia-Afghanistan border.

Eastern Committee. An amalgamation of the Middle East Committee, Russia Committee, and
Persia Committee, this interdepartmental committee of the British War Cabinet was created on
11 March 1918 to co-ordinate British policy and strategy on the Eastern front which had
extended to northern Persia and the Caucasus in the wake of Russia’s collapse. The Committee
continued to meet until 7 January 1919 when it was absorbed into the Foreign Office.

Eastern Empire. Britain’s complex and large empire in India which, in the nineteenth century,
became the centrepiece of Britain’s overseas possessions.

Eastern Question. Diplomatic problem posed in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
by the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire, centring on the contest for control of former
Ottoman territories.

Emir. The title given to some Muslim rulers.

Fatwa. An authoritative ruling (decree) on a point of Islamic law given by a qualified authority.

Genshtabisty. Imperial Russian General Staff officers.

Giaour. Infidel. A term used by the Turks to describe all who were not Muslims, with especial
reference to Christians.

Grand Vizier. By the beginning of the war, Ottoman Grand Viziers came to assume a role more
like that of the Prime Ministers of contemporary Western monarchies.

Great Game. Rivalry between Britain and Russia in Central Asia in the late nineteenth century
that had direct consequences in Persia in the years preceding the Caucasus campaign and in
Transcaucasia after the campaign’s end. The Great Game involved also Afghanistan, Chinese
Turkestan (Xinjiang), and Russian Turkestan.

GroB3er Generalstab. German General Staff.

Guberniya. Governorate. A principal administrative subdivision of the Russian Empire.

Hamidian massacres. Series of atrocities carried out by Ottoman forces and Kurdish irregulars
against the Armenians in the Ottoman Empire between 1894 and 1896 during the reign of

Sultan Abdiilhamid II.
Hamidiye. In the Ottoman Empire, Kurdish tribal cavalry units.

Imperial State Council. The upper chamber of the Russian parliament, consisting of high-
ranking civil servants appointed by the Tsar and elected representatives of various groups among
the social elite.
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K

India Office. A department the British government looked to for advice on matters connected
with the defence of India through the British Viceroy.

Jangalis. Men of the jungle. Members of an anti-government, anti-occupation Persian
movement who were supplied with German equipment and were commanded by a German
Major.

Jihad. In the context of this study, an Ottoman call to holy war against ‘all enemies of the
Ottoman Empire except the Central Powers.”

July Crisis. A series of diplomatic and military escalations amongst the major European Powers
in the summer of 1914, which began with the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the
heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary, in Sarajevo and led to the outbreak of the war.

Kaiserschlacht. Or ‘Kaiset’s battle,” also known as the Ludendorff offensive, was a seties of
German attacks along the Western front, beginning on 21 March 1918.

Kaukasusexpedition. Or Deutsche Delegation im Kaukasus. German military expedition sent
to Transcaucasia in June of 1918.

Khan. The highest title of the nobility in many Muslim societies.

Krasnoe Selo. The site of 2 summer residence for the Russian tsars, 26 kilometres south-west of
Saint-Petersburg.

Majles. The Persian parliament.

Meclis-i Viikela. A sort of informal Ottoman War Cabinet, an intimate circle made up of a few
ministers whose existence was unknown to the other ministers.

Mensheviks. Members of the non-Leninist wing of the RSDWP.

Mitteleuropa. A concept according to which central Europe was to become a politically and
economically integrated bloc subject to German rule.

Mubhacirs. Ottoman Muslim migrants who emigrated to Thrace and Asia Minor from the
Caucasus and south-eastern Europe to escape persecution or non-Muslim rule.

Mutasarrif. In the Ottoman Empire, chief administrator of a county.

Nachrichtenstelle fiir den Orient. This bureau was used for propaganda and intelligence
purposes and acted as a de facto branch of the German Foreign Office.

Norperforce. North Persia Force. A British military force that operated in northern Persia from
1918 to 1919.

Opolchenie. The name given to irregular troops (militia squads) formed from the population in

the Russian Empire.

Ostraum. Room in the east. German policy to diminish and isolate Russia and establish a ring

of resources-rich German-controlled states around a weakened ‘Rump Russia’ from the Baltic to

the Caspian seas.

Ottomanism. The term often employed by the Ottoman ruling circles after the 1908 Young

Turk Revolution, referred to ‘a concerted effort to induce all the empire’s inhabitants to feel that
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they were citizens, equal in their rights and obligations, and faithful and dedicated to their vatan.’
(Landau, 1995, 46.)

Pan-Islamism. As the Turkic groups ‘were rather isolated from others, their search for
potential allies lay naturally within parameters’ of pan-Islamism, which was convenient because
of the relative proximity of the Ottoman Empire. Sultan Abdilhamid II was partial to pan-
Islamism and ‘had been attempting to foster it since the late nineteenth century.” (Landau, 1995,
8.)

Pan-Turanism. An ideology which ‘had as its chief objective rapprochement and ultimately
union among all people whose origins are purported to extend back to Turan, an undefined
Shangti-La-like area in the steppes of Central Asia.” (Landau, 1995, 1.)

Pan-Turkism. The guiding objective of this ideology was ‘to strive for some sort of union—
cultural or physical, or both—among all peoples of proven or alleged Turkic origins, whether
living both within and without the frontiers of the Ottoman Empire.” (Landau, 1995, 1, 8.)
Paris Peace Conference. The conference convened on 18 January 1919 at Versailles just
outside Paris to establish the terms of the peace after the war.

Persia Committee. One of the precursors of the Eastern Committee. The Committee first met
in July 1917.

Persian Constitutional Revolution. The event took place between 1905 and 1911 during the
Qajar dynasty and led to the establishment of a patliament in Persia.

Pevcheskii Bridge. Before the February 1917 Revolution, the term was shorthand for the
Imperial Russian Foreign Ministry.

Plastun. A Cossack foot scouting and sentry unit. The term also can refer to a member of such
a unit.

Porte. Or Sublime Porte. A metonym for the government of the Ottoman Empire.
Provisional Government. Government of Russia from March to November (February to
October, O.S.) 1917, formed by the Duma, the lower house of the Russian parliament, after the
collapse of the Imperial House of Romanov.

Qajar dynasty. The ruling dynasty of Persia from 1794 to 1925.

Ram. Greek- or Turkish-speaking Ottoman Christians of the Greek Orthodox faith who
belonged to the mzillet-i Rim, or Roman nation. Rim were concentrated in eastern Thrace, and
western, central, and north-eastern Asia Minor.

Russian Civil War. This conflict, which broke out in 1918 shortly after the Russian Revolution,
was fought mainly between the Reds, consisting of the uprising majority led by the Bolsheviks,
and the Whites, a politically diverse coalition of anti-Bolsheviks, consisting of former tsarist
officers, the Cossacks, the bourgeoisie, and various political groups. By 1921, the Reds defeated
their internal enemies and brought most of the former imperial lands under their control.

Schlieffen Plan. A battle plan first proposed in 1905 that was designed to allow Germany to
wage a successful two-front war.
Sheikh. The elder of a tribe, a revered old man.
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Six Armenian vilayets. Fastern Ottoman provinces with substantial Armenian populations
before genocide.

Sondermissionen. German secret or clandestine missions carried out by German intelligence
and military personnel.

Sotnia. In the Russian army, a Cossack unit of 100-150 persons.

South Persia Rifles. A locally recruited paramilitary force commanded by British officers,
which operated in the provinces of Fars and Kerman from 1916 to 1921 to protect British
interests and installations in Persia’s anarchic south.

Soviet. An elected local, district, or national council primarily associated with the Russian
Revolution, whose political agitators (commissars) at the fronts claimed to represent the troops’
interests.

Stavka. The HQ) of the Supreme Commander of the Russian Armed Forces and his staff from
1914 to 1917. First established in Baranovichi, the S7zvka in August 1915 relocated to Mogilev.
Supreme War Council. Founded in 1917, the Council was a central command based in
Versailles, France, that co-ordinated the military strategy of Britain, France, Italy, the US, and
Japan.

Sykes-Picot Agreement. Secret convention made on 16 May 1916 between Britain and France
with the assent of Russia. The agreement, which was named after its chief negotiators Mark
Sykes and Frangois Georges-Picot, divided Ottoman lands into Russian-, French- and British-
administered areas.

b

Teskilat-1 Mahsusa. Special Organisation. This covert paramilitary and intelligence network
was placed under the Ottoman Ministry of War and took orders directly from the CUP.
Tiflis-Vladikavkaz Georgian military highway. A major route through the Caucasus that
linked Transcaucasia with the rest of the Russian Empire.

Transcaucasian Commissariat. The region’s first independent government formed after the
October 1917 Revolution that included three Georgian, three Armenian, three Caucasian Tatar,
and two Russian members.

Transcaucasian Federation. Or the Transcaucasian Democratic Federative Republic. A short-
lived state that existed between 22 April 1918, when it declared its independence, and 26 May
1918, when it was dissolved and replaced by the three independent states of Armenia, Georgia,
and Azerbaijan.

Transcaucasian railway. A strategic railway connecting the Black Sea to the Caspian Sea. The
railway would allow the Russian army to have better control of the Caucasus theatre of
operations.

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. The signing of this treaty on 3 March 1918 between the Bolshevik
government of Russia and the Central Powers put an end to all hostilities during the war.
Treaty of Lausanne. Signed on 24 July 1923, it was the final treaty concluding the war.
Treaty of Sevres. Signed on 10 August 1920 between the Allied Powers and representatives of
the Ottoman government, this peace treaty provided for an independent Armenia, for an
autonomous Kurdistan, and for a Greek presence in eastern Thrace and on the Anatolian west
coast, as well as Greek control over the Aegean Islands commanding the Dardanelles.

Treaty of Versailles. Peace document signed at the end of the war by the Allied Powers and by
Germany in the Palace of Versailles, France, on 28 June 1919.
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Turkish National Movement. Also known as the Kemalists” Movement. Begun in 1919, the
movement encompassed activities of the Turkish nationalists who refused to comply with the
terms of the Armistice of Mudros and the Treaty of Sévres and led to the War of Independence.
Turkish War of Independence. This war was fought until 1923 between the Turkish
nationalists, on the one hand, and the Allies, their proxies, the royalists, and the separatists, on
the other.

Turkomans. A group of Oghuz Turkic-speaking peoples who invaded Persia, Syria, and Asia
Minor from Central Asia in the eleventh century.

Tirk Yurdu. The term refers to the “Turkish national home’ in Asia Minor.

‘Ulama. A body of Muslim scholars who possess the knowledge of Islamic sacred law and
theology.
Unionists. Members of the Committee of Union and Progress (CUP).

Vatan. Borrowed from Arabic, the word in the Turkish language translates to ‘fatherland.’
Vilayet. A province, particularly the first-level administrative division of the Ottoman Empire.

Young Turks. An opposition movement against the regime of Sultan Abdilhamid II between
1902 and 1908, which had its climax in the Young Turk Revolution of 1908.

War Cabinet. A small, three-man committee chaired by the Secretary of State for War that was
directing Britain’s war effort.

War Council. The Council was established in November 1914 to direct Britain’s overall conduct
of the war. In May 1915, the Council was replaced by the Dardanelles Committee, which later
extended its deliberations to more general strategic and operational problems. On 3 November
1915 it was superseded by the War Committee, which continued until the formation of the War
Cabinet in December 1916.

War Office. Placed under the responsibility of the British Secretary of State for War, this office
was responsible for all military matters.

Whitehall. Street in London which is used as a metonym for the British civil service and
government.

Wilhelmstrafle. A street in Berlin that gave name to the Foreign Office and policies of
Germany.
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Appendix C: List of names

Memoirists and their grade titles:

Cemal, Ahmed

Dunsterville, Lionel Chatles
Emin, Ahmet

Guse, Felix

Karabekir, Kazim
Kersnovskii, Anton

Kopruld, Serif
Korsun Nikolai
Krel3 von Kressenstein, Friedrich

Larcher, Maurice

Ludendorff, Erich
Maslovskii, Evgenii
Mobertly, Frederick James

Mihlmann, Carl
Palitsyn, Fyodor

Pomiankowski, Jézef

Sykes, Percy Molesworth

Naval Minister and Commander of the Fourth Army in Sinai,
Palestine and Syria

Commander of Dunsterforce

A war correspondent on many Middle Eastern fronts
German CoS of the Ottoman Third Army

CIS in the Ottoman General Staff

Member of the Volunteer army, a White force officered by
former tsarist Russians and manned largely by Cossacks
CoS of the Ottoman 9" Corps

Secretary to the Chief of the Stavka

COS of an Ottoman army corps and later Commander of the
Ottoman Eighth Army and Commander of the
Kankasusexpedition

French Commandant with extensive knowledge of the
Middle Eastern theatre of war

First QmG of the German General Staff

QmG of the Russian Caucasus Army

Brigadier-General in the 25" Punjabis Infantry Regiment of
the British Indian Army

Adjutant to the Chief of the Deutsche Militarmission

Russian IGf on the Caucasus front

Authorised Representative of the Austro-Hungarian Chief
Command to the Ottoman GHQ

Commander of the SPR

Personages appearing in footnotes:

Alekseyev, Mikhail

Baheraht, Vasilii
Baring, Evelyn 1% Earl of Cromer

Beach, William Henry

Bertie, Francis Leveson
Charpentier, Nikolai

Cheetham, Milne
Cowan, Walter Henry

CoS of the South-western front in the beginning of the war
and C-in-C of the armies of the North-western front from
March to August of 1915

Russia’s Envoy in Bern, Switzerland, in 1916

British Consul General in Egypt and Chairman of the
Dardanelles Commission in 1916

Before taking up the position as DMI in Britain’s Army of
the Black Sea, he was DMI in IEF D

British Ambassador in Paris between 1905 and 1918
Commander of the Kavkazskaia Cavalry Division in the
Russian Caucasus Army

British Minister in Paris in 1921-1922

British Commodore of the First Light Cruiser Squadron in
the Baltic Sea in 1919

201



Cowe, Mack

Dratsenko, Daniil
Geddes, Eric Campbell
Izvol’skii, Alexander
Keim, August

Kuzmin-Karavaev, Dmitrif
Man’kovskii, Nikolai

Norman, Herman Cametron
Polivanov, Aleksel

O’Beirne, Hugh

Oranovskii, Vladimir
Shturmer, Boris

Stolypin, Pyotr

Tahsin, Hasan

Von Grinau, Freiherr Werner
Von Schlieffen, Alfred

Von Stoedten, Hellmuth Lucius
Von Waldburg, Count

Yanchevetskii, Vasilii

Zinoviev, Ivan

Adjutant to John Hanbury-Williams, the Head of the British
Military Mission at the Stavka

CIO of GUGSh

British First Lord of the Admiralty between 1917 and 1919
Russian Ambassador in Paris between 1910 and 1917
Founder of the Deutscher Webrverein (the German Army
League)

Chief of the Russian War Ministry’s Main Artillery
Department

Russian Port Admiral and Station Commander of Sevastopol
between 1913 and 1917

British Minister in Tehran from May 1920 to October 1921
Russia’s Minister of War from June 1915 to March 1916
British chargé d'affaires in Saint Petersburg

Russian CoS of the North-western front from 1914 to 1915
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Russia in 1916
Prime Minister of Russia from 1906 to 1911

Governor of the vilayet of Van from 1913 to 1914
Representative of the German Foreign Office at the OHL
CGS of the German army and the author of the German war
plan

A senior German diplomat during the war

Counsellor of the German Embassy in Constantinople in
1917, acting as charge d'affaires after Ambassador von
Bernstorff’s departure in 1918

Correspondent of the Saint Petersburg Telegraph Agency in
Constantinople

Russian Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire between 1897
and 1909
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Appendix D: Maps

Map D1. The Middle East, 1914-1918
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Map D2. The Ottoman Empire in 1914 (the provinces of Hijaz and Yemen are not shown)
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Map D3. The Armenian plateau and the Caucasus, 1914-1918
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Map D4. The Caucasus campaign, 1914-1918

OTTOMAN

Miles

L=

25|1‘.'}

1
| ]
(i}

Kilometres 250

— |nternational boundarles as of 1914

=== Russian sphere of influence in Persia
as per Russo-British Pact of 1207

— Major road

| B;s:raz

Kuwait

Persian
Gulf

Source: Rob Johnson, The Great War and the Middle East, 2016.

206



Map D5. The extent of Russian advance into the Ottoman interior, 1916-early 1917
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Map D6. The Sykes-Picot Agreement, 1916
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Map D7. Mesopotamia with Persia, 1915-1918
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Map D8. Transcaucasia, 1918-1920
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