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Stellingen behorend bij het proefschrift

Mechanisms and consequences of  
lung epithelial injury in severe RSV disease

1.  The inflammatory response to pneumonia virus of mice and mechanical ventilation  
is partly mediated by the Fas/Fas ligand system. (this thesis)

 
2.  The effect of the Fas/Fas ligand system on inflammation in response to pneumonia  

virus of mice and mechanical ventilation is not associated with a better outcome in  
fas-deficient mice with more advanced PVM disease. (this thesis)

 
3.  The caspase inhibitor zVAD increases lung inflammation in pneumovirus infection  

in mice without affecting total lung caspase activity. (this thesis)
 
4.  The majority of children with severe RSV disease that are admitted to the PICU for 

mechanical ventilation fulfill the criteria for acute respiratory distress syndrome.  
(this thesis)

 
5.  The fraction of inspired oxygen is an independent predictor for outcome (duration 

of mechanical ventilation and the length of stay) in children with RSV-induced acute 
respiratory distress syndrome, whereas the ratio of arterial oxygen partial pressure  
to the fraction of inspired oxygen is not. (this thesis)

 
6.  Intratracheal instillation of TIP, a synthetic cyclic peptide that mimics the lectin-like 

domain of human TNF, does not affect pulmonary edema formation or clinical outcome 
in mice infected with pneumonia virus of mice. (this thesis)

 
7.  Zuiver wetenschappelijk onderzoek gericht op de produktie van ware, objectieve en 

universeel geldige kennis, dient zich te distantiëren van economische en politieke 
belangen.

 
8.  Dierenwelzijn en goede biotechnici zijn cruciaal voor betrouwbaar proefdieronderzoek.
 
9.  It is better to debate a question without settling it than to settle a question without 

debating it. (Joseph Joubert)
 
10.  The secret of getting ahead is getting started. (Agatha Christie)
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