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he research in this thesis describes the  
assessment of several methods of 
screening for child maltreatment at 

the emergency department, with an emphasis on 
screening based on parental risk factors. The use 
of a screening checklist (mandatory in all Dutch 
emergency departments), a complete physical 
examination and the ‘child check’ are discussed. 
Furthermore, the wellbeing of a family is assessed 
when a parent visits the emergency department 
due to intimate partner violence, substance abuse 
or a suicide attempt. Further research aimed to 
improve the effectiveness of interventions and 
services for families after child maltreatment  
detection is encouraged. We hope that the results 
of this research will be useful in assisting with 
 decision-making about child maltreatment 
screening in practice.
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Οὐκοῦν οἶσθ’ ὅτι ἀρχὴ παντὸς ἔργου μέγιστον, ἄλλως τε καὶ νέῳ καὶ 
ἁπαλῷ ὁτῳοῦν

Do you not know, then, that the beginning of everything we undertake is 
most important, especially for any young tender creature?

Plato, Republic Book II

voor mamma & pappa
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