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THESIS PROPOSITIONS 

1. The function of PAI-1 in endothelial cells is to keep junctions intact. 

2. Phosphorylation of the RhoGEF Trio is part of a protective 

mechanism that minimizes the impact of thrombin stimulation.  

3. Measuring the effect of TNFα signaling, e.g. expression of 

immunoreceptors, is a good read-out for assessing the relevance of 

ubiquitin ligases and deubiquitinases.  

4. Endothelia are key regulators of innate immunity. 

5. Endothelia are communication hubs for immune cells. 

6. Endothelial cells rely on adherens junctions, rather than on tight 

junctions, for junctional integrity because they are more easy to form 

and breakdown. 

7. The inflammatory response in rodents does not adequately reflect 

the inflammatory response in humans.  

8. It would be more economical to invest in the prevention of 

cardiovascular disease than in research on how to treat 

cardiovascular diseases once they are manifested.  

9. Using the impact factor as a metric for quality of science increases 

the incidence of scientific misconduct.  

10. Peer-review should be ‘double blind’, i.e. authors don’t know the 

reviewers, reviewers don’t know the authors, to give full weight to 

the quality of research and remove bias based on the reputation of 

authors and institutions. 


