
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

[Review of: B. Meeks (2014) Critical interventions in Caribbean politics and
theory]

Verrest, H.
DOI
10.18352/erlacs.10111
Publication date
2015
Document Version
Final published version
Published in
Revista Europea de Estudios Latinoamericanos y del Caribe

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Verrest, H. (2015). [Review of: B. Meeks (2014) Critical interventions in Caribbean politics
and theory]. Revista Europea de Estudios Latinoamericanos y del Caribe, 99, 176-178.
https://doi.org/10.18352/erlacs.10111

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:26 May 2023

https://doi.org/10.18352/erlacs.10111
https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/review-of-b-meeks-2014-critical-interventions-in-caribbean-politics-and-theory(f8c6f2fd-8d7c-48e6-8be5-5c9b9afbe930).html
https://doi.org/10.18352/erlacs.10111


176  |  ERLACS No. 99 (2015) October 

– Critical Interventions in Caribbean Politics and Theory, by Brian Meeks,
University Press of Mississippi, 2014.

This book consists of 14 essays written by Brian Meeks since the early 2000s. 
In its preface, Meeks states that the essays share being part of ‘an extended 
conversation … with colleagues and friends … concerning the course of radi-
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cal movements of the 1970s as well as the possible paths for political and so-
cial change in the Caribbean since those momentous times’ (p. vii). All essays 
indeed breathe these dialogues and Meeks’ strong engagement with them. The 
book is built up in three sections. The first presents three essays on Caribbean 
theoretical debates. The first two focus on philosophical approaches of the 
1970s Caribbean left (Chapter 1) and Afro-Caribbean thought (Chapter 2) em-
phasizing the absence of popular culture and popular philosophical constructs 
in both. Chapter 3 reflects on a debate between Meeks and Watson on Meeks’ 
rereading of C.L.R. James’ The Black Jacobins. It discusses the manner of 
Watson’s critiquing as an example of (inadequate) Caribbean radical political 
praxis.  
 The second section presents essays on The University of the West Indies, 
emphasizing the need to nurture the university as place of free thought; The 
Black Power Movement, questioning the rise and fall of the movement; on 
Lloyd Best, exploring and explaining roads not taken in terms of Best’s ab-
sence in actual politics as opposed to his contribution to Caribbean thought; 
popular perceptions of Cuba in Jamaica, arguing that the idea of Cuba as a lo-
cus of resistance is the basis of this; and finally on Grenada, carefully decon-
structing theories on the built-up to the October 1983 leadership crisis and kill-
ing of prime-minister Maurice Bishop and arguing that failed attempts to 
‘deepen’ democracy were the reason. The final section presents five essays in 
which Meeks’ idea of ‘hegemonic dissolution’, captured by his statement that 
‘[t]he social bloc in charge of [Jamaican] society is no longer ruling over a 
people convinced of its social superiority and its inherent right to “run 
things”’(p. 175) is centre stage and linked to various events in Jamaica and to 
possible future scenarios. All five papers include a section on the future sketch-
ing of social, economic and political avenues for Jamaica away from strong 
inequalities and divisions, and neo-liberal economic dependencies, to an equal, 
inclusive democratic society.  
 Meeks is able to present very complex theoretical and philosophical matters 
in accessible writing and he has a style that moves seemingly easy from the 
level of ‘the everyday’ to high levels of theoretical abstraction and back again. 
This, and his clearly extensive scholarship in and strong personal engagement 
with Caribbean politics and society make for great, informative and sometimes 
evocative reading. In this regard, particular outstanding are the essays ‘Argu-
ments within What’s left of the Left’ (Chapter 3), on Grenada (Chapter 9) and, 
on the public uproar and military intervention surrounding the arrest and extra-
dition of Christopher Coke, alias Dudus (Chapter 13).  
 Despite the quality of the individual essays, I have two (minor) issues of 
concern regarding the composition and outreach of the collection. The first 
concerns the goal and potential impact of the book. Meeks (again in the pref-
ace) rightfully emphasizes the need for new radical and critical approaches to 
Caribbean theory and expresses the hope that this book will contribute to both 
reflection on the past and stimulating new debates that are necessary for the 
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‘dreaming, imagining and making of a better future’ (p. xi) . Despite the rich-
ness of the various essays, I was, after reading the last chapter, a bit disap-
pointed. I missed a concluding essay attempting to bring them all together in a 
systematic manner, advancing its (shared) conclusions and as such open up the 
floor for the aforementioned new debates and dialogues. It may not have been 
Meeks’ direct aim to do so but it would have been a very valuable addition to 
the book.  
 The second concern refers to the outreach of the book. Despite the fact that 
the book title refers to Caribbean politics, it is dominated by the social-
political trajectories of a few Anglophone Caribbean states, i.e. Jamaica, Gre-
nada and to a lesser extent Trinidad and Tobago. The Cuban chapter is an ex-
ception but is still strongly linked to Jamaica. While most chapters present ex-
amples from other (mostly Anglophone) Caribbean countries and Meeks em-
phasizes the relevance of specific arguments for the larger Caribbean, he does 
not do full justice to Caribbean diversity in his analysis and presentation of 
theories, questions and ways forward. This is understandable from the fact that, 
despite Meeks’ engagement with and interest for the wider Caribbean, his 
scholarly focus is largely on Jamaica and Grenada. Yet, it does leave some ca-
veats in the building of a broad Caribbean argument. Meeks’ moving from the 
University of the West Indies Mona campus to Brown University as the chair 
of the Africana Studies department may just be the right place to enrich his 
eclectic and prominent scholarship through comprehensive inclusion of social-
political trajectories of nations and territories from the wider Anglophone, 
Francophone, Spanish and Dutch speaking Caribbean.  

Hebe Verrest, University of Amsterdam 


