UNIVERSITY OF AMSTERDAM
X

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Atmosphere/Amsterdam
Architectural media and the urban (re)imagination of nature

Kopitz, L.

Publication date
2025

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Kopitz, L. (2025). Atmosphere/Amsterdam: Architectural media and the urban (re)imagination
of nature. [Thesis, externally prepared, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights

It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations

If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, P.O. Box 19185, 1000 GD Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
You will be contacted as soon as possible.

UVA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

Download date:11 May 2026


https://handle.uba.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/atmosphereamsterdam(71e5244a-f11f-466d-a4fd-7b6abb60b16b).html

ATMOSPHERE/AMSTERDAM

ABCHITECTURAL MEDIA AND THE.URBAN
(RE)IMAGINATION OF NATURE




Atmosphere/Amsterdam:
Architectural Media and the Urban (Re)imagination of Nature

ACADEMISCH PROEFSCHRIFT

ter verkrijging van de graad van doctor
aan de Universiteit van Amsterdam
op gezag van de Rector Magnificus
prof. dr. ir. P.P.C.C. Verbeek
ten overstaan van een door het College voor Promoties ingestelde commissie,
in het openbaar te verdedigen in de Aula der Universiteit

op vrijdag 5 december 2025, te 14.00 uur

door Linda Kopitz

geboren te Tiibingen



Promotiecommissie

Promotor: dr. M. Stauff
Copromotor: dr. M.C. Wilkinson
Overige leden: prof. dr. E. Peeren

prof. dr. R K. Jaffe
prof. dr. J. Littler

dr. C.J. Birdsall

dr. T. Pape
dr. S. Rodgers

Faculteit der Geesteswetenschappen

Universiteit van Amsterdam
Universiteit van Amsterdam

Universiteit van Amsterdam
Universiteit van Amsterdam
Goldsmiths, University of
London

Universiteit van Amsterdam
Universiteit van Amsterdam
Birkbeck, University of London



ABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
NOTES ON PUBLICATION

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 INTRODUCTION
1.2 AMSTERDAM AS OBJECT: CONTEXT AND CASE STUDIES
1.3 METHODOLOGY: ANALYSING ARCHITECTURAL MEDIA
1.4 CHAPTER OUTLINE

2. ARCHITECTURE/NATURE: A CONCEPTUAL FRAMING
2.1 INTRODUCTION
2.2 ARCHITECTURAL MEDIA AND SUSTAINABILITY
2.3 ARCHITECTURAL MEDIA AND SPATIALITY
2.4 ARCHITECTURAL MEDIA AND TEMPORALITY
2.5 BUILDING (WITH) ATMOSPHERE

3. MAP/MEDIA: MAINTENANCE AS/OF CARE IN THE DATABASE
MAPS AMSTERDAM

3.1 INTRODUCTION

3.2 A METHODOLOGICAL EXPLORATION: MAPPING POLICY
3.3 MAPPED: SUSPENDING URBAN NATURE

3.4 MEDIATED: VISUALIZING URBAN NATURE

3.5 MAINTAINED: ARCHIVING URBAN NATURE

3.6 CONCLUSION

4. URBAN/IMAGE: CONCEPTUALIZING AMSTERDAM AS URBAN
ENVIRONMENT IN VIRTUAL RENDERINGS

4.1 INTRODUCTION
4.2 VIRTUAL/REAL: RENDERINGS AS OPERATIVE IMAGES
4.3 PAST/PRESENT: TEMPORALITY AND THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT

4.4 SPACE/SPECULATION: THE AMBIGUITY OF THE CONSTRUCTION
SITE

4.5 CONCLUSION

14
21
27

34
34
36
40
44
48

53
53
56
61
65
69
73

77
77
80
84

88
92



5. MODEL/CITY: THE AESTHETICS OF PLAYFULNESS IN

ARCHITECTURAL MODELS 96
5.1 INTRODUCTION 96
5.2 METHODOLOGY: MODEL(ING) AMSTERDAM 98
5.3 MATERIAL PLAY: PRODUCING SUSTAINABILITY IN MINIATURE 100
5.4 PERSPECTIVE PLAY: BETWEEN PROXIMITY AND DISTANCE 104
5.5 MEDIATED PLAY: DESIRABLE URBAN FUTURES 107
5.6 CONCLUSION 111

6. CARE/SPACE: THE (IM)MATERIALITY OF SUSTAINABLE LIVING IN
ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY 113

6.1 INTRODUCTION 113
6.2 METHODOLOGY: PHOTOGRAPHY AS A PRACTICE IN/OF SPACE 115
6.3 “A SYNONYM FOR SUSTAINABILITY”: CARE BY DESIGN AND

LIVING LANDSCAPES 117
6.4 “THE GARDEN IN THE SKY”: PRACTICES OF CARE AND GREEN
BUILDINGS 123
6.5 “LIVING IN A VERTICAL GARDEN": CARE AT A DISTANCE AND

VISIBLE GARDENS 127

6.6 CONCLUSION: NATURE(S) BETWEEN CARE AND CONVENIENCE 133

7. FUTURE/SENSE: THE SENSORY RESONANCE OF ARCHITECTURAL

MEDIA IN URBAN (RE)DEVELOPMENTS 137
7.1 INTRODUCTION 137
7.2 METHODOLOGY: MEDIA, SPACE AND THE SENSES 140
7.3 WRITING PRESENCE: MAPPING THE SENSES IN ARCHITECTURAL
MEDIA 142

7.4 SMELLING ABSENCE: TRACING THE PHYSICAL IN THE VIRTUAL 147
7.5 SENSING RESONANCE: FEELING IN/THROUGH CONSTRUCTION

SITES 150
7.6 CONCLUSION 155
8. CONCLUSION 1567
REFERENCES 165
SUMMARY 193

SAMMENVATTING 194



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The following pages are built on an informal infrastructure of community and care —
one that | will always be grateful for. As a self-funded and external project, this PhD
was written without structural funding — which does not mean that this was done,
or would have been remotely possible, without support in many other forms and
by many other people. Thank you! First and foremost, my supervisors. Maryn,
without your encouragement | likely would not have started a (self-funded) PhD.
Thank you for all the care — and all the dance breaks. Markus, without your
guidance, | likely would not have finished this PhD. Thank you for knowing when to
push me and when to protect my sanity. One day, | hope to be able to pay you
back (literally and figuratively). My Paranymphs. To Joke: Thank you for being my
paranymph and overall academic fairy godmother, for teaching me about
serendipity and sharing your living-room-writing-table with me (and thank you to
Pieter for what might be the best coffee in Amsterdam). To Jan: Thank you for
agreeing to be my paranymph, and for continuously reminding me that there is joy
in doing things differently. My colleagues. Throughout this PhD, | have worked at
different institutions, and been inspired by different ways of approaching
researching and teaching and thinking in and beyond media studies. To my
colleagues at the University of Amsterdam, especially Toni, Pei-Sze, Laura, Leonie,
Jeroen and Tommy: Thank you for all the collective reading, writing and
commenting — and gossiping. To my colleagues at Erasmus, especially Tonny and
Fraser: Thank you for embracing the rollercoaster of academic life with me. To my
colleagues at the Vrije Universiteit, especially Sebastian, Marek, Klaas, Ivo and
Aodhan: Thank you for creating such a caring environment — and for thinking
about environments in so many ways. To my colleagues at InHolland, particularly
Karel and the ‘placemakers’: Thank you for reminding me of the very practical
implications of my research. To the co-organizers of the ASCA Cities Seminar,
Carolyn, Riley and Alex, and the brilliant guests we have had over the past years:
Thank you for teasing out the connections between media and the city. To
Carolyn: Thank you for inviting me to join — and for challenging me to be critical as
much as to take breaks. My academic community. As an article-based
dissertation, my thinking and writing has not only immensely benefited from the
constructive feedback of anonymous peer reviewers, but also depended on the
often unpaid and unseen labor of editors and editorial assistants. Thank you for
everything you dol! | had the opportunity to present parts of my PhD, in different
stages and states, at the European Summer School for Cultural Studies in Leiden,
at sessions organized by the ECREA Media, Cities and Space section in Rome



and Ljubljana, at the NOS-HS Exploratory Workshop in Runde, at the Making
Sense of Sensor Environments Symposium in Amsterdam, at the Media
Atmospheres Symposium in Lund and at the Pedagogies of Hope Symposium in
Hong Kong — and am beyond grateful for these opportunities and the discussions |
got to be part of. To the editorial board of NECSUS, Belén, Greg, Toni, Judith,
Skadi, Maria, Martine, llona and Andrea: Thank you for inviting me behind the
scenes, and sharing the joys of editing with me. To the editorial board of the
European Journal of Cultural Studies, Jilly, Jo, Anamik, Yiu Fei, Erin, Jess, Rong,
Jian and Annelot: Thank you for bringing me back to cultural studies, and for
reminding me of the spaces we can create, collectively. My friends and family,
near and far. To Monica: Thank you for creating the cover for my dissertation, and
turning my very vague request of ‘lots of buildings’ and ‘lots of nature’ into a work
of art (@papel.contemplation). To Faye: Thank you for nodding and shaking your
head at my plans in equal and equally important measures, and for always
knowing when to cry and when to laugh with me. To Nadica: Thank you for all your
help throughout this project, and for promising wine at the end of the tunnel. To
Nele, Ana, Sofie, Louie, Jakko, Franziska, Claudia, Erica, Joana, Riekje, Jette,
Roselinde and Ketaki: Thank you for making new cities feel like home, and to my
family for being there. Always.



NOTES ON PUBLICATION

This is an article-based dissertation — based on work written and submitted
between June 2022 and July 2025 — framed by an introduction, overarching
theoretical framework and conclusion. As an alternative to the (maybe still more
common) presentation as a monograph, writing this thesis as a series of articles
reflects my understanding of the negotiation of Amsterdam as a ‘sustainable’ city
as an iterative, continuing process that extends beyond the timeframe of this
project. All articles are solo-authored and peer-reviewed publications. While
originally written and published in a different order, the chapters in the doctoral
thesis follow the ‘steps’ of the architectural process from ideation to construction
to draw a larger, narrative arc about Amsterdam as a ‘sustainable’ city in its
becoming. The choice of academic journals for the submission of the individual
articles highlights the positioning of this thesis at the intersection between media
and cultural studies and urban studies. For the doctoral thesis, these articles have
been edited for consistency and readability, as well as partially expanded to
strengthen the connections between and across the individual chapters. All
translations between Dutch, German and English, if not noted differently, were
done by the author.

CHAPTER [3] MAP/MEDIA was published as part of a special issue on ‘Caring
Cities’, edited by myself and Pei-Sze Chow, in Mediapolis: A Journal of Cities and
Culture. For the inclusion in the doctoral thesis, this article has been expanded
from the initial short-form article to a full-length chapter to elaborate further on the
urban policies and the role that interactive cartographic databases play in the
larger process of architectural media in the context of Amsterdam. This version
has been submitted as a book chapter for the forthcoming edited collection
Sensor Media Environments: Responsive Milieus and the Politics of Sensing,
edited by Marek Jancovic and Sebastian Scholz.

Kopitz, Linda. 2023. “Sensing Nature: Green Databases and Maintenance
as/of Care.” Special Issue on ‘Caring Cities’, edited by Linda Kopitz and
Pei-Sze Chow. Mediapolis: A Journal of Cities and Culture 8 (2).
https://www.mediapolisjournal.com/2023/06/sensing-nature/.

Kopitz, Linda. 2027. “Sensible Spaces: Maintenance as/of Care in the
Database Maps Amsterdam”. In Sensor Media Environments:
Responsive Milieus and the Politics of Sensing, edited by Marek
Jancovic and Sebastian Scholz [forthcoming]


https://www.mediapolisjournal.com/2023/06/sensing-nature/

CHAPTER [4] URBAN/IMAGE was published in the European Journal of Cultural
Studies online-first in July 2023, and in the print volume in 2024. For the inclusion
in the doctoral thesis, this article has been minimally edited, and has been
supplemented with additional images that could not be included in the journal due
to copyright restrictions.

Kopitz, Linda. 2024. “Urban/Image: Conceptualizing Amsterdam as Urban
Environment in Virtual Renderings.” European Journal of Cultural Studies
27 (4): 665-80. https://doi.org/10.1177/13675494231186279.

CHAPTER [5] MODEL/CITY was published as part of a special issue on
‘Deconstructing Gentrification’, guest edited by Tim Verlaan, in the Amsterdam
Museum Journal. For the inclusion in the doctoral thesis, this article has been
minimally edited.

Kopitz, Linda. 2024. “Model/City: Architectural Models and the Aesthetics of
Playfulness.” Special Issue on ‘Deconstructing Gentrification’, edited by
Tim  Verlaan. Amsterdam  Museum  Journal  (1):  18-39.
https://doi.org/10.61299/b i922b4.

CHAPTER [6] CARE/SPACE is based on a presentation held as part of the
European Summer School for Cultural Studies (ESSCS) “Thinking (with) Care” at
Leiden University in July 2022, organized by Pepita Hesselberth, Esther Peeren,
Kim Sommer and llios Willemars. The chapter has been submitted to the Journal
of Urban Cultural Studies, with a decision on the manuscript outstanding at the
time of submission.

Kopitz, Linda. 2022. “The Garden in the Sky’: Situating Care and Nature in
VERTICAL”. Presentation at the ESSCS Summer School “Thinking (with)
Care”, Leiden University, 5-8 July 2022.
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Kopitz, Linda. 2026. “Future/Sense: The Sensory Resonance of Architectural
Media“, Special Issue on ‘Urban Images and Urban Futures’, edited by
Markus Moos and Michele Acuto. Urban Studies Journal. [forthcoming].

In addition to these five articles as basis for the analytical chapters of the doctoral
thesis, | have also indirectly drawn on the introduction myself and Pei-Sze Chow
have co-authored for the special issue on ‘Caring Cities’ of Mediapolis: A Journal
of Cities and Culture (with an equal division of the conceptualization, writing and
editing), as well as expanded on the theoretical framework first introduced in a
solo-authored article published as part of a special issue on ‘Care’ in Krisis for
CHAPTER [2] ARCHITECTURE/NATURE and CHAPTER [6] CARE/SPACE.

Kopitz, Linda, and Pei-Sze Chow. 2023. “Caring Cities: An Introduction.”
Special Issue on ‘Caring Cities’, edited by Linda Kopitz and Pei-Sze
Chow. Mediapolis: A Journal of Cities and Culture 8 (2).
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