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  E.M. van der Elst 
 

Propositions belonging to the thesis, 

“Strengthening HIV health care services for men who have sex with men in coastal Kenya” 

 

 

 
1) The number of MSM who sell sex in and around Mombasa serve an even bigger number of 

men from the ‘general’ population. (thesis) 
 

2) Audio computer-assisted self-interviewing of MSM and FSW elicits sensitive behaviours that 
may otherwise go unreported. (thesis) 

 
3) MSM-sensitivity training for African health care providers is likely to be an effective and 

practical means to reduce personal homophobic sentiment. (thesis) 
 

4) For MSM in Sub-Saharan Africa, HIV and health are not simply biomedical issues but social 
and political phenomena, requiring great efforts to change in society. (thesis) 

 
5) What is needed to strengthen HIV health care services for MSM, is not knowledge of facts, 

but communication about HIV and sexuality with the wider community. (thesis) 
 

6) Health care providers who are resistant to providing PrEP to MSM should assess their 
moralistic thinking as PrEP represents a core component of HIV prevention. (thesis) 
 

7) “Homophobia is a "crime against humanity" and "every bit as unjust" as apartheid. 
(Desmond Tutu) 
 

8) Reflection is at the heart of any educational and attitudinal transformation.  
(Epstein and Hundert) 
 

9)  We grow up never questioning that which is unquestioned around us.  
(Margaret Mead)   

 
10) PhD candidates who have reached the age of 50 should be encouraged to double the 

number of allowable paranimphs. 


