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Propositions accompanying the dissertation 

Red fluorescent dental plaque 
An indicator of oral disease? 

by Catherine Volgenant 
 
 

1. The nutrients in a biofilm affect to a large extent its red fluorescence (this 
dissertation). 

2. Red fluorescence from in vitro biofilms is related to the clinical bleeding 
on probing response of the donors (this dissertation). 

3. The absence of a correlation between red fluorescent plaque with QLF 
and (‘old’) plaque disclosed with blue indicator dye is due to the 
insufficient proof for the current definition of such blue disclosed plaque 
(this dissertation). 

4. The composition of red fluorescent plaque is significantly different from 
not-red fluorescent plaque. Consequently, red fluorescence is a 
phenotypic characteristic with a genotypic component (this dissertation). 

5. Not all mature dental plaque fluoresces red (this dissertation). 

6. An insurance code was introduced and approved for the use of QLF as 
diagnostic method. However, this does not contribute to the application 
of QLF for the risk assessment of oral biofilm-related diseases outside the 
dental office. 

7. The colour red is typically related with love as well as with aggression. 
Let us declare war to red fluorescent dental plaque. 

8. An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure (Benjamin Franklin). 

9. A patient should be as healthy after visiting the dentist as he was before. 
Therefore, attention to infection control in dentistry is very important. 

10. If you haven’t found it yet, keep looking (Steve Jobs). 


