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Statements and Quotations 

1) Infarct volume is a powerful discriminator of clinical outcome after intra-
arterial therapy. The strong quantitative relationship between infarct volume 
and outcome supports the application of infarct volume thresholds for 
treatment selection. (thesis statement) 

2) The choice of infarct volume threshold for patient exclusion from intra-
arterial therapy will vary based on clinical factors such as patient age and how 
an acceptable clinical outcome is defined. In addition, the threshold will vary 
based on whether it is being used in clinical trials and what is deemed cost 
effective in clinical practice. (thesis statement)  

3) Infarct imaging in the hyperacute stroke window must demonstrate high 
specificity (>90%) for irreversible tissue injury and must have acceptable 
interobserver reliability. Currently, noncontrast CT and MRI diffusion 
weighted imaging are the best approaches. (thesis statement) 

4) Contrast-based methods for infarct detection, such as CTA source imaging 
and CT perfusion, are influenced by technical factors, and require further 
investigation and standardization. Moreover, image noise in CT perfusion 
prevents the reliable application of thresholds to assess tissue viability, 
resulting in major variances in infarct volume and poor interobserver 
agreement. (thesis statement) 

5) Imaging and clinical variables provide complementary information in the 
hyperacute stroke setting. Imaging is necessary to reveal the extent of 
infarction, while the neurological deficit may better indicate the presence of a 
clinically significant penumbra. (thesis statement) 

6) Imaging characteristics of the thrombus, such as thrombus burden, are 
strongly associated with clinical outcomes after intra-arterial therapy. 
Identifying refractory or difficult-to-treat thrombi will allow us to better target 
improvements in devices and treatment approaches. (thesis statement) 

7) ‘There are two ways to be fooled. One is to believe what isn’t true; the other is 
to refuse to believe what is true.’ -Soren Kierkegaard 

8) ‘Life is the only real counselor; wisdom unfiltered through personal 
experience does not become a part of the moral tissue.’ -Edith Wharton 

9) ‘Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.’ -Leonardo da Vinci 
10) ‘The error bar is a pervasive, visible self-assessment of the reliability of our 

knowledge.’ -Carl Sagan, The Demon-Haunted World 
11) ‘The absence of evidence is not the evidence of absence.’ -Carl Sagan, Cosmos 
12)  ‘Greater than the tread of mighty armies is an idea whose time has come.’ -

Victor Hugo 




