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Propositions belonging to the doctoral thesis

“Cross - Protection By Conventional Influenza Vaccines”

1. The cross-protective efficacy of current seasonal influenza vaccines 
cannot be predicted based solely on HAI. (this thesis)

2. The absence of cross-reactive immunity to HA does not exclude the 
ability of TVV to confer heterosubtypic protection. (this thesis)

3. Adjuvants increase the cross-protective efficacy of TVV, though the 
apparent breadth of protection depends on the model used. (this 
thesis)

4. In humans a single vaccination with TVV elicits a humoral immune 
response that is able to confer protection against H5N1 when 
transferred to mice. (this thesis)

5. To understand the cross-protective efficacy mediated by HA cross-
reactive antibodies we first have to understand the mechanism by 
which they mediate protection. (this thesis)

6. The only fully accurate correlate of protection in an animal model for 
influenza is protection. (this thesis)

7. Not all roads will lead to a universal influenza vaccine, but those which 
will circumvent pre-existing immunity stand a good chance.

8. Curiosity is the driver but focus is what will make you reach your goal.

9. One of the main ingredients to success is an open mind, as things are 
seldom how they first appear.

10. The error of the past is the wisdom and success of the future. (Dale 
Turner)

11. Live as if you were to die tomorrow – learn as if you were to live forever. 
(Mahatma Gandhi)

Anna Roos
Amsterdam, 2016


