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This doctoral thesis is about young Asian Dutch, panethnic Asian identities and
identifications, and Asian/Asian Dutch popular culture. It addresses several
pressing questions, including: why do young Asian Dutch, who were born and/
or raised in the Netherlands, identify as Asian and construct Asian identities?
What is the content or meaning of these Asian identities and identifications
young Asian Dutch imagine? And how do these relate to young Asian Dutch’
Dutch and homeland identities and identifications? What factors, or markers
of Asianness, drive young Asian Dutch’ identification with people and media
characters of different Asian origin? How, if at all, do Asian parties and other
forms of Asian popular culture facilitate the imagination of Asian identities and
Asian identification? The answers to these and other questions addressed in
this doctoral thesis will eventually lead to the fulfilment of the main objective,
namely to explore and gain an understanding of the role of local Asian Dutch
and transnational Asian popular culture in young Asian Dutch’ Asian cultural
identification and their construction of Asian cultural identities.

SSANNVISVY

N3ISOLYV) 'V VZ3y

YOUNG ASIAN DUTCH CONSTRUCTING ASIANNESS:

UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF ASIAN POPULAR CULTURE

REZA A. KARTOSEN




YOUNG ASIAN DUTCH CONSTRUCTING ASIANNESS:

UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF ASIAN POPULAR CULTURE

Reza A. Kartosen



Young Asian Dutch constructing Asianness: Understanding the role of Asian popular culture
© Reza A. Kartosen

Amsterdam, 2016

Cover design by Chee-Han Kartosen-Wong

Layout by Tara Kinneging / Persoonlijk Proefschrift

Printed by CPI — Koninklijke Wohrmann B.V., Zutphen, the Netherlands

This research was supported by the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) under
project number: 017.007.143

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reprinted, reproduced, or utilized in any form
or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including
photocopying and recording or any information storage or retrieval system, without prior written
permission of the author. Exceptions are allowed in respect of any fair dealing for the purpose of
research, private study or review.



Young Asian Dutch constructing Asianness:
Understanding the role of Asian popular culture

ACADEMISCH PROEFSCHRIFT

ter verkrijging van de graad van doctor
aan de Universiteit van Amsterdam
op gezag van de Rector Magnificus
prof. dr. D.C. van den Boom
ten overstaan van een door het
College voor Promoties ingestelde commissie,
in het openbaar te verdedigen in de Agnietenkapel
op vrijdag 8 juli 2016, te 12:00 uur

door Reza Anthony Kartosen

geboren te Amsterdam



Promotiecommissie:

Promotor: Prof. dr. E.S.H. Tan Universiteit van Amsterdam
Overige leden: Prof. dr. G.M.M. Kuipers Universiteit van Amsterdam
Prof. dr. B.J. de Kloet Universiteit van Amsterdam
Prof. dr. J. Rath Universiteit van Amsterdam
Dr. Y.F. Chow Hong Kong Baptist University
Prof. dr. H. Ghorashi Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
Prof. dr. AY.H. Fung The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Faculteit der Maatschappij- en Gedragswetenschappen



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter 1 7
Introduction
Chapter 2 23

Articulating Asianness: Young Asian Dutch and Asian/Asian Dutch popular culture

Chapter 3 47
Asian Parties in the Netherlands: (Re)producing Asianness in Dutch Nightlife

Chapter 4 65
Imagining Asianness: Young Asian Dutch and Japanese/South Korean Film and
Television

Chapter 5 95
Summary and Conclusions

Nederlandse samenvatting (Dutch summary) 107
References 115
Acknowledgements 125

Author Contributions 133



