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International Colloquia on Roman Provincial Art – Review 
of the Proceedings 2011 and 2013 

Once in two years at the beginning of the summer, 
somewhere in Europe a Conference is organized 
for archaeologists interested in the whole range of 
expressions of Roman sculpture in the former provinces 
of the Roman Empire: the International Colloquium on 
Roman Provincial Art (ICRPA). The original initiative 
came from the Austrian archaeologists Erwin Pochmarski 
and Manfred Hainzmann with their first Colloquium 
in Graz in 1989. Their objective was to provide for the 
scientific community, which started since the 1960s 
the Corpus Signorum Imperii Romani series, a forum for 
exchange, discussion and review of ideas and research 
results. Initially both the thematic and the participating 
archaeologists were limited to the – predominantly 
German-speaking – countries intersected by the rivers 
Rhine and Danube, both border rivers in the North of 
the former Roman Empire. Since the Colloquium of 
Cologne (2001) researchers of Roman sculpture from 
every province of the Roman Empire are invited to the 
scientific meeting. Apart from the expanding series of the 
corpus (CSIR) volumes in a growing number of countries, 
the colloquium initiative from 1989 resulted in a complete 
series of Proceedings in which the contributions of all 
those conferences are published.1

Ida Koncani uhač (ed.), AKTI 12. mEĐunARodnoG 
KoloKvIJA o RImsKoJ PRovInCIJAlnoJ 
umJETnosTI. dATIRAnJE KAmEnIH sPomEnIKA 
I KRITERIJI ZA odREĐIvAnJE KRonoloGIJE. 
Pula, 23. - 28.5.2011 = Proceedings of the 12th International 
Colloquium on Roman Provincial Art. The dating of stone 
monuments and criteria for determination of chronology, 
Arheoloski muzej Istre, Pula, 2014, 247 pages, richly 
illustrated in colours, Isbn 978-953-6153-88-6

In this century, the International Colloquium on 
Roman Provincial Art called in, in the agreed change 
from the Roman Eastern and Western Europe at the 
Balkans three times already. In 2003 Zagreb (Croatia) 
was visited, Pula (Croatia) in 2011 and recently Bucharest 
(Romania) in 2013. The Balkans area was visited also in 
1995 during the Colloquium at Celje (Slovenia) and it 
took place twice in Hungary (1991 Veszprém and 1999 

1  For a list of the proceedings see the website of the 
colloquium at www.IRPAcolloquium.arheomedia.ro.

Budapest). In Pula, participants were surrounded and 
inspired by the Roman past of the city, as was also the case 
in Merida 2009 (Spain) and in Arles 2007 (France). The 
12th Colloquium on Roman Provincial Art “International 
Corpus Signorum Imperii Romani Colloquium/Roman stone 
sculpture” in the Headquarters of the Italian Community 
in Pula was organized by the Archaeological Museum of 
Histria and directed by Alka Starac. 

The contributions and discussions during the 
ICRPA-colloquia should, to a large extent, fit in a 
thematic framework. In Pula the main subject was ‘Dating 
of the stone monuments and criteria for determination of 
chronology’. Secondary subjects were ‘Representations of 
women and family’ and ‘Recent finds’. The organisation had 
also in mind to focus on some specific objectives such as 
to offer to the colleagues direct knowledge of the main 
and other subjects to be dealt with and their discussion 
points, a high-level educational opportunity for Croatian 
and foreign students in the process of specialisation, 
making progress on the subject of the dating of the stone 
monuments and criteria for determination of chronology, 
the creation of a body of reflection on the phenomenon 
of representations of women and family in Roman Art. 
And further: presentation of the newest archaeological 
finds and scientific results in a brief and informative 
way, providing the opportunity for scholars to exchange 
research experiences and to plan future scientific projects. 
The proceedings of the 12th Colloquium on Roman 
Provincial Art aimed to serve as a reference for the most 
prestigious international universities and research centres, 
and to bring to attention the rich archaeological heritage 
and scientific work of the Archaeological Museum 
of Istria itself through organising this international 
scientific conference. At the end this colloquium was 
expected to give an impetus to the development of 
studies on Roman Art in Pula and Istria and in the wider 
geographical region, and also to improve acceptance and 
understanding of archaeological heritage and Roman 
Art in the local and regional social context. 

The publication of the Proceedings ran some 
delay by the interim fall out of the organizer of the 
colloquium. However, this was perfectly captured by 
the leadership of the responsible museum, so that in 
2014 a beautiful book, with great layout and rich in 
high-quality colour illustrations could be presented. A 
disturbing element is the Croatian title. This title is a for 
the international archaeological community meaningless 
and incomprehensible text, which on the other hand is 
followed by excessive subtitles, i.e. four (!) translations 
into English, German, French and Italian. During the 
Colloquium were presented 56 lectures and 17 posters, 
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which have resulted in 37 articles in this volume. Striking 
is the balanced distribution of the contributions on the 
Roman provinces, although there is a majority of articles 
on the current Balkan countries. The Roman provinces 
of Dalmatia (6), Dacia (2), Moesia (4), Pannonia (4), 
Thessalia/Macedonia/Achaia (4), but also Noricum (2), 
Hispaniae (4), Galliae (4), Germaniae (2), Palestina 
(1), Asia (1) and Italia (1) are discussed. Most articles 
are in English (18), the further are written in French 
(9), German (6) and Italian (4). Each contribution is 
preceded by an abstract in one of the other languages and 
by some useful keywords concerning the content.

The bundle opens with the richly illustrated 
publication of the overview of the Roman sculpture in 
Dalmatia and Istria, the reflection of the key-note lecture 
at the beginning of the Conference by Nenad Cambi 
(Roman Sculpture from Illyricum [Dalmatia and Istria]. 
Import and local Production. A Survey). The article is a 
very welcome and well documented work, as it actually 
belongs in each Conference Proceedings favouring the 
region where the Colloquium takes place. 

In the first article that follows (Ilona Skupińska-
Løvset, Roman Fashion as a Chronological Criterion for the 
Dating or Palestinian Portraits) the main themes ‘Dating 
of the stone monuments and criteria for determination of 
chronology’ and ‘Representations of women and family’ 
actually merge. More authors have both themes 
incorporated into their contribution, such as Claire 
Lindgren (Provincial Ladies in Sculpture: Criteria for 
Determining Chronology), Rachel Feig Vishnia and 
Vassiliki Gaggadis-Robin (Female Carved Representations 
from Southern Gaul in the Light of Iconography and 
Epigraphy), Dražen Maršić (Female Fashion on late 
antique Monuments from Salona [3rd-4th c. A.D.]), and 
Ivana Popović (Jewelry and Hairstyle of the Woman on the 
family Tombstone from Kosmaj [Vicinity or Belgrade]). 

The dating problems of provincial sculpture are looked 
upon from varied angles. Some contributions stand out by 
their thorough methodical approach and their importance 
for further research. So succeeded Ingrid Weber-Hiden 
(Versuche zur Datierung des Inschriftenmaterials von 
Carnuntum anhand der Grabstelen) to establish a link 
between the design and style of certain stelae in Carnuntum 
and a particular Roman Legion (XV Apollinaris). Gabrielle 
kremer (Götter- und Weihedenkmäler aus Carnuntum – Die 
Frage der Datierung) made a successful attempt on the basis 
of the extensive material of her CSIR-volume Carnuntum 
with 772 monuments, of which 15% is dated by inscriptions, 
to discover usable dating elements. Important are the 
contributions with dating references from the history 
of architecture and its ornamentation, such as is done in 
the articles of Holger Wienholz (Grenzen der Datierung), 
Paolo Barresi, javier Ángel Domingo Magaña and Patrizio 
Pensabene (Gigantismo nell ’architettura templare delle 
province romane e le sue implicazione nell ’approvvigionamento 

e nella messa in opera delle componenti marmoree [this 
contribution is missing the right summary at the head, this 
is a repetition of that of the preceding article of Wienholz]), 
Alfred Schäfer (Neue Ergebnisse zur Chronologie der 
rheinseitigen Großbauten der CCAA), Giorgio Sobrà and 
Filippo Masino (Theatre buildings of the Early Imperial 
Age in Asia Minor: Some dating elements), javier Ángel 
Domingo Magaña (I monumenti architettonici ispanici: 
alcuni problemi di datazione stilistica), and Alain Badie, R. 
Robert and Dominique Tardy (Les productions des sculpteurs 
de l ’école d’Aquitaine au deuxième siècle : les transformations du 
répertoire du décor architectural à Bordeaux). 

More specific about the dating problems of particular 
(groups of ) monuments are the contributions of Marianne 
Tabaczek (Zur Datierung eines Grabbaus an der Grenze 
des Imperiums [Frankfurt-Zeilsheim]); Marija kolega 
(Problems in Dating Portraits from the Julio-Claudian 
Period in Liburnia); Exhlale Dobruna-Salihu (Portrait 
Busts on Stelae in Dardania – Style, Fashion And Dating); 
Nade Proeva (Sur la datation des  monuments funéraires 
de Haute Macédoine. Critères et difficultés); Iphigeneia 
Leventi (Grave Reliefs from Roman Thessaly); Annarena 
Ambrogi (Determinazione cronologica dei ritratti rilavorati 
in età tardoantica: indizi e criteri utilizzati nel caso di un 
ritratto dall ’agora di Atene). An iconographic approach 
is chosen by katarina Šmid (The mythological battle scene 
on a funerary stele from Celeia: Menelaus saving the body of 
Patroclus); jasna jeličić Radonić (The Relief of the Salona 
Tyche); Florian Blanchard and Geert Veerbrugghe (La 
datation de la colonne du cavalier à l ’anguipède de Brienne-
la-Vieille [Tricasses, Gallia Lugdunensis]). Excellent is the 
search for an integrated approach, with particular attention 
to the types of stone, by Wolfgang Wohlmayr (Römische 
Weihedenkmäler im nördlichen Teil der Provinz Noricum). 
Highlighting the architectural elements is the contribution 
of Daniela Matetić Poljak (Les blocs à décor architectural 
antérieurs au Palais de Diocletien à Split) and reconstructions 
of early monumental mausolea are presented by yvan 
Maligorne Février, Serge and jean-Noël Castorio (Les 
monuments funéraires augusto-tibériens de Langres).

Completely within the framework of the theme 
‘Representations of women and family’ are the contributions 
of Georgia Aristodemou (Representations of Women 
and Children in Roman Banquet Scenes) and Mojca 
Vomer Gojkovič (Women from Poetovio). A nice analysis 
within this theme gives Annamária Facsády on the 
basis of 58 examined stelae from Aquincum (Les traits 
iconographiques des stèles funéraires familiales à Aquincum); 
a further mention here for Mihai Bărbulescu (La 
ornatrix de Potaissa) and Maria Isabel Rodríguez Lopez 
and Claudina Romero Mayorga,  (Luxury and Beauty: An 
approach to jewellery worn by Women in Hispania). 

Outside the two main themes are the contributions 
of Felix Teichner and Andreea Drăgan (A ‘Rider’ between 
the East and the West? Old and new finds from Municipium 
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Ulpianum [Kosovo]); Pilar Fernández Uriel and Marta 
Bailón García (‘Plantae Pedum’ à l ’amphithéâtre d’Italica. 
Une représentation des dévots ou une présence directe de 
‘Nemesis Dea’ ?); Piotr Dyczek (New Head of Caryatid 
from Ancient Risinium [Montenegro]); Marija Buzov 
(The Findings of Sarcophagi reused as building material 
in the Church of  St. George in Mateško Selo); Angela 
Palmentieri (Materiali marmorei di spoglio dai teatri e 
anfiteatri campani);  Licinia Wrench (Mobilier liturgique 
paléochrétien. Quelques exemplaires provenant du territoire 
actuellement portugais).

Cristina-Georgeta Alexandrescu (ed.), CulT And voTIvE 
monumEnTs In THE RomAn PRovInCEs. 
Proceedings of the 13th international Colloquium on Roman 
Provincial Art. bucharest – Alba Iulia – Constanţa, 27th of may 
– 3rd of June 2013, within the framework of Corpus Signorum 
imperii Romani, ImΛGInEs series studies in ancient arts and 
iconography 3, mega Publishing House, Cluj-napoca, 2015, 384 
pages, well-illustrated, mostly b/w, Isbn 978-606-543-592-6

This was the first time that the ICRPA-Colloquium 
so far moved up on the Balkans in south-eastern 
direction. Even one of the excursions of this Congress 
led the participants down to the old region of Scythia 
Minor at the mouth of the Danube to the Black Sea, 
once part of the Roman province of Moesia. When it 
was Romania’s turn, the workshops of the Colloquium 
were divided over three cities, namely Bucharest (outside 
the Roman Empire!), Alba Iulia (Dacia) and Constanţa 
(Moesia). The organizing institutions were Institutul de 
Arheologie “Vasile Pârvan” in Bucharest and Academia 
Română. Everything was excellent coordinated by 
Cristina-Georgeta Alexandrescu of the former Institute, 
as also the here reviewed Proceedings were edited by her. 
The book could be presented within two years after the 
end of the 13th Colloquium in Bucharest. This happened 
during the 14th Congress in Dijon (Fr.) in june 2015, 
a wonderful achievement! The bundle is distributed 
through exchange of libraries and scientists and as 
donation, but is unfortunately not available from the 
commercial booksellers. 

The themes of the Romanian Congress were: 
1) Cult and votive monuments in the Roman provinces: 
sculpture techniques, sources of stone material, craftsmanship 
and decoration – Iconography and symbolism. 2) Original 
display and the afterlife or cult and votive monuments in the 
Roman provinces in the Roman time and Late Antiquity. 3) 
Recent Finds and Projects.

The ICRPA-Proceedings of the 13th Colloquium in 
Bucharest presents in almost 400 pages a good idea of the 
variety and depth of the lectures and posters during the 

meeting. Eighteen articles are written in English, seven 
in German, five in Italian and two in French, 32 in total. 
All are preceded by a brief abstract in one of the other 
languages. It is a pity that, at the end 35, participants 
did not produce a contribution for this wonderful 
bundle, making the geographic balance uneven, with a 
predominance of studies on the Balkans area (Balkans 
[18]: Dalmatia (4), Moesia inferior (2), Dacia (6), 
Dardania (=Moesia) (1), Macedonia (3), Epirus (1), Achaia 
(1); Central Danube [4]: Noricum (2,) Pannonia (2). 
Furthermore: Germania superior (2), Italia (1), Hispania/
Lusitania (2), Pontus (1), Syria (2), Arabia (2), Africa 
proconsularis (1)). In particular the contributions on the 
provinces of Gallia are missing.

Under the head of the main theme Cult and votive 
monuments (18 lectures/10 written contributions) we 
only find one contribution on a sculpture from the West 
(Claudina Romero Mayorga, A new interpretation of a 
mithraic sculpture in Augusta Emerita, Hispania) and an 
interesting study on the northerly Noricum (Wolfgang 
Wohlmayr, Gottheiten und Kulte im nördlichen Teil 
Noricums nach Aussage der Weihedenkmäler. Ein Blick auf 
Iuvavum [Salzburg] und sein Umland). But on the other 
hand there are eight studies on the Northern Balkans 
and Greece ( jasna jeličić-Radonić, The cult of Dionysus 
or Liber, votive monuments in Salona; Marija kolega, 
Sculptures and votive monuments of deities in Aenona; Ante 
Rendić-Miočević, A reconstruction of the central part of 
the Nymphaeum (fountain) at Varaždinske Toplice (Aquae 
Iasae) with a relief depiction of Nymphs; Adriana Antal, 
Consecratio in formam Veneris in Roman Dacia; Iphigeneia 
Leventi, The relief statue base of Nummius Nigreinos, 
sacred herald of the Eleusinian mysteries. The iconography 
of Eleusinian cult initiates and officials in Roman Imperial 
times; Georgia Aristodemou, Mars Victor, Victoria and 
Nemesis Invicta. Three votive reliefs from the ancient theatre 
of Philippi (Kavala) reconsidered; Aleksandra Nikoloska, 
The world of Dionysos on monuments from the Republic of 
Macedonia; Exhlale Dobruna-Salihu, Three significant 
reliefs of grapevine and forest deities in Dardania).

Within the second theme - Iconography and 
symbolism - thirteen lectures have been presented, of 
which six were converted into articles, two on the 
Middle East (Ilona Skupinska-Løvset, Incense altars and 
visualization of incense offerings in Roman Syria; Delphine 
Seigneuret, La panneaux sculptés de Khirbet edh-Dharih 
[ Jordanie centrale]: remarques sur la restitution, la technique 
et l ’iconographie), and four on the Balkans (Sorin Nemeti, I 
rilievi dei Cavalieri Danubiani. Spunti per l ’interpretazione 
diacronica delle varianti regionali; Mirjana Sanader, Der 
Januskult in den Provinzen des Römischen Reiches unter 
besonderer Berücksichtigung der Ikonographie zweier Reliefs 
aus Dalmatien und Dakien; Nade Proeva, Les croyances 
funéraires des Macédoniens: l ’héroïsation et la divinisation 
des défunts à l ’époque romaine; Luca Bianchi, Edifici 
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