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Appendix A
Sample Selection Criteria

In order to identify suitable cases (see Table 1A), we checked the Twitter profiles of all party
leaders of the major parties since 2015. Besides paying attention to followers and ensuring
that the ideological spectrum is covered in its variety, we additionally used some media-
related keywords to get an estimation of the quantity of media references for the respective

politicians.



Table 1A

List of Party Leaders between 2016 and 2022 — Sampling Justification (bold: selected

politicians, anonymized)

Case Party Ideology Populist Followers on Hits
(Party) (Party) X keywords?
1 LINKE Left Yes 38K 20
2 LINKE Left Yes 8.7K 57
4 SPD Center-Left No 149K 27
5 GRUNE Center-Left No 124 K 39
6 GRUNE Center-Left  No 52K 37
7 FDP Center- No 662 K 82
right
8 CDhU Center- No 253 K 46
right
9 CSU (Center)- No 393 K 26
right
10 AfD Right Yes 31K 25
11 AfD Right Yes 189 K 24
12 DIE LINKE Left Yes 130K 53
13 DIE LINKE  Left Yes 41K 38
14 DIE LINKE  Left Yes 29K 13
15 SPD Center-Left No 280K 6
16 Center-Left No 660K 9
SPD
17 SPD Center-Left No 61K 71
18 GRUNE Center-Left No 360K 67
19 GRUNE Center-Left No 40K 122
20 GRUNE Center-Left ~ No 550 K 1
21 CDU Center-Right No 136K 8
22 CDU Center-Right No 190K 27
23 AfD Right Yes 56K 67
24 AfD Right Yes 77K 51

& “Medien, Presse, Journalismus, Nachrichten” + 5 big outlets since 2016



Additions to the sample for maximum variety:

25: As minister of health in the pandemic (where there was a lot of information uncertainty),
he shared and criticized a lot of information online, focus on journalistic reporting of facts on
the pandemic, very large following (1.1M), evidence-based arguments.

26: Very controversial figure, known to push the boundaries of tolerable political
communication, populist

27 : Popular politician from DIE LINKE compared to the party leaders, very large following

on Twitter, very present in the media and vocal about media-related issues.



Appendix B

Extended keyword list from Lecheler & Egelhofer (2022)

Additions from the main author are cursive

1. Media / Journalism

*medi*
*zeitung*®
*presse™
*boulevard*
*magazin*
*journalis*®
*bericht™*
*nachricht™®
*radio*
*tV*
*fernseh™
*sendung*
news
wochen*t
kurier
tagesblatt
morgen*

merkur

anzeiger
rundschau
tagblatt
tageblatt
kreisanzeiger
kreisanzeiger
allgemeine
kreisblatt
rundfunk
journal
gez
gis
talk
show
talkshow
studio
post
ORR
Offentlich-rechtlich
bote



2. German outlets and formats (each with also their twitter handle e.g. (@welt)

zeit
welt
neues deutschland
Sz
faz
tagesspiegel
spiegel
bild
express
handelsblatt
die welt
kompakt
b.z.
taz
bayernkurier
berliner morgenpost
Jjunge welt
junge freiheit
die tageszeitung
ard / das erste
zdf
3sat
Arte
rtl / rtl 11 / super rtl
prosieben
kabel eins
wdr
ndr
br

mdr

SIXX Maischberger
tele 5 Markus Lanz
VOX Lanz und Precht
mdr Apokalypse und
comedy Filterkaffee
central Lage der Nation
phoenix Was jetzt
SWr Was die Woche
deutschland wichtig war
funk Jung & naiv
antenne™ ntv
1 live sat 1
Energy
heute
tagesschau
tagesthemen

hart aber fair
monitor
politbarometer
heuteshow
schulz und
boéhmermann
neo magazin royale
zdf magazine royale
tagespresse
der postillon
extra 3
die anstalt
Anne Will
Maybrit Illner



3. German Journalists (+ Intendant/innen)

ORR Private Other
Hassel (ARD) Kloeppel (RTL) Seibert (former government
Rakers (ARD) Meuser (RTL) spokesperson)
Hofer (ARD) Maihoff (ARD /RTL/  Uberall (Chairman German
Daubner (ARD) more) Journalism Association)
Riewa (ARD) Koch (ntv) Tolu (detained in turkey)
Zervakis (ARD) Newspaper Wallraff (investigative, e.g.
Miosga (ARD) Lowisch (taz) Anti-BILD)
Zamperoni (ARD) Kister (SZ) Fleischhauer (Spiegel,
Maischberger- (ARD) Krach (S7) Focus)
Atalay (ARD) Lorenzo (Zeit, Stein (Junge Freiheit)
Will (ARD) Tagesspiegel) Schneider (WELT)
Plasberg (ARD) Klusmann (Spiegel) Bohmermann (ZDF)
Buhrow (ARD(WDR), post Relotius (former Schlesinger (RBB)
Schlesinger) Spiegel, fraud scandal) Alexander (WELT)
Seymour Mikich (ARD(WDR)) Augstein (Spiegel- Knop (faz)
Brinkbidumer (ARD(mdr), Verlag)
Spiegel) Jakobs (Handelsblatt)
Frey (ARD /ZDF) Afhiippe
Bellut (ZDF) (Handelsblatt)
Kleber (ZDF) Aust (Welt (n24))
Slomka (ZDF) Poschardt (Welt)
Illner (ZDF) Yiicel (Welt)
Hayali (ZDF) Reichelt (BILD)
Kleber (ZDF) Strunz (BILD)
Slomka (ZDF) Horn (BILD am S)
Illner (ZDF) Robel (Gladbecker
Hayali (ZDF) Geiseldrama, BILD)
Gerster (ZDF)
Hahlweg (ZDF)

Sievers (ZDF)



Appendix C

Details on Coding Procedure

This document presents a collection of notes written up throughout the coding process. It

contains arguments for decisions taken throughout the research process, preliminary data-
driven observations, and the steps taken to ensure peer-agreement and the validity of any

conclusions drawn. After the data analysis, no content was added to the notes, but the

language was edited.

A more extensive document with notes and reasoning throughout the entire research process
is publicly available on osf (OSF | Beyond Liigenpresse - How Politicians Criticize and

Delegitimize the Media)

Open Coding (From 17.03.2023 on)

Open codes that summarize the tweets are often not useful (e.g. outlet takes climate change
not seriously, takes Covid not seriously). Codes that are applied resemble a summary of that:
e.g. Outlet does not take political issues seriously enough. In these first steps, we assign data-
driven (i.e. summarizing based on text) and researcher-derived (i.e. interpretative, meaning
and implications behind the text) to all 545 tweets, taking into account all linked sources such

as linked images, responses to other tweets, hyperlinks etc.

With 700+ open codes, open codes are now assigned to the entire data set. The next step is
focused coding. Before getting into that, open codes are tidied and those with same meanings
merged (i.e. codes that meant the same but were assigned different phrasings.) There is also a
list of in-vivo codes, which are mostly comprised of very particular, meaningful hashtags

(e.g. #abolishZDF).

Inter-Coder-Agreement


https://osf.io/3fw7q/
https://osf.io/3fw7q/

As a qualitative alternative to inter-coder-agreement, a subsample of 16 translated tweets was
coded by one of the co-authors of non-German nationality independently last week. The level
of detail in the coding differed, meaning that the main coder had assigned more codes to the
respective tweets and stayed closer to the data-driven aspects over researcher-derived
interpretations. However, both captured the aspects relevant to the sensitizing concepts. For
instance, the second coder noted “Some of the media deny empirical evidence. There is clear
evidence that is allegedly not recognized by the media (some media as reference)”, in a tweet
that was labeled “Frustration that scientific correlation is challenged in article besides the

existence of scientific studies” by the main coder.

Research Memos

Research Memos were written to document the process of observations and arising analytic
insights during the open coding process. They offer more depth than the open cold and
should help with offering a transparent insight for the reader. These research memos can be

found on OSF.

Focused Coding

The second step is to summarize the many open codes to higher levels of abstraction.
Additionally, we look for similarities based on the sensitizing concepts that help us to
summarize them into different themes that show the type and content of accusations. We do
this while considering the extent to which the codes relate to the idea of constructive media
criticism or to which the legitimacy of the media/journalism is challenged. Below is a

collection of notes from this part of the research process.

Observations:



Facticity:

It is not necessarily about mis- / disinformation. Many harsh critiques do not fit the
definitions of factual inaccuracy. Shows the need to guide people to which criticism they

should be more critical of.

There is a difference when it comes to questioning legitimacy depending on the degree to

which it is questioned as incorrect/correct or morally wrong/right.

Power:

One of the most interesting aspects in light of a desired power balance between politicians
and the media is the implicit references to these power relations - To what extent do
politicians make it seem as if there are (unbalanced) power relations between the media and

between media and the people/politics?

Not just agenda-setting power - but power when it comes to epistemic authority and claiming

factual correctness over other sources.

For example, politicians make references to the alleged illegitimate influences of media on
people, media on politics, politics (powerful groups) on media, and the power of the 'popular

opinion' on the media.

Explicitness:

o Implicit suggestions, such as: what others do good, instead of what our media do

bad.

Opposing truth claims and evidence:



o Unverifiable opposing truth claim: One can observe the use of experiential claims
in response to facts presented in the media: “But in reality, we...”

e Other sources / articles can sometimes be used as proof for specific number
claims, but they are also sometimes used to back up / strengthen an argument.

Consequently, sources are used both as hard evidence and supporting evidence.

Taking these sensitizing concepts into account, I combined the many unique open codes to 15
categories that capture the essence of the initial criticism. This process was supported by
peer-debriefings with the entire research team, in which categories were renamed or

split/summarized, and codes were redistributed in case of disagreement.

With the help of the sensitizing concepts, these categories differ e.g. in their references to
facticity (normative vs. Inaccuracy claims), their assigned intention (mis- vs disinformation)

or specificity (wrong article vs. General lack of criticism towards the government).

Even though one tweet might entail multiple accusations, these data-driven categories capture
the varieties found in the data extensively and can, in a next step, be ordered and
contextualized when it comes to constructive vs destructive criticism. Though detail is lost in
open coding, we consider the variations in terms of the style, use of evidence, and assigned
intentionality, to be able to order them in the following step against the backdrop of the

literature on ‘good’ media criticism.

Axial Coding

With this analysis, we want to try to identify the boundaries between good criticism and
disruptive attacks by considering the degree to which it is delegitimizing the profession. In

simple terms, we explore the boundaries between ‘The media did a bad job here' and 'they are



not fulfilling their democratic functions', that is where to draw the line from liberal to illiberal

media accusations.

Within categories, there can be variation. For example: Just because a category is saying that
all the codes in the category assign intention to the target, it does not mean that these
accusations do not vary in explicitness, severity, and rhetoric. However, for our typology, we

decided to focus on the content and its potential destabilizing and delegitimizing impact.

Of course, some categories were more severe than others, but severity can vary within
categories. We thus consider the overarching data-driven ideas of the categories and, in light
of the literature on media criticism and delegitimization, we consider the degree of

delegitimization of these categories.

While ordering the categories, we also combine them into overarching themes whenever
useful. When thinking of media delegitimization, it shows that different categories relate to
similar overarching themes (such as: Mistake attributions and sloppy quality attributions can

be summarized to accusations of incidental deviations from professional standards).

One distinctive aspect of the data was the explicit references to the PSM and (often) its
funding structure, which is why we decided to present it separately in our article. This is also

because expectations towards the PSM differ from private outlets.

Further peer debriefing sessions and literature-informed discussions formed the final

typology.



Appendix D

List of original tweets

Politician 1:

1A: ,,Wenn andere Parteien und Medien die Problembeschreibungen der AfD und von Pegdia
iibernehmen, macht man sie stark. @katjakipping #BTW17¢ (DIE LINKE [@dieLinke],
2017)

1B: ,,Schon bemerkenswert, was die @BILD in Zeiten von wachsendem
Rassismus/Rechtspopulismus so umtreibt:* (Katja Kipping [@katjakipping], 2015)
Politician 2:

2A: “BZ bezeichnet diesjdhrige #Berlinale als ‘Berlinale der Frauen®, weil 115 von 441
Filmen von Frauen stammen. #fail* (Ricarda Lang [@Ricarda_Lang], 2015)

2B: “@RicardoLange4 @notruf NRW Denn zu oft werden Pflegekréfte vor allem als passiv
Leidende unter den Problemen im Gesundheitssystem wahrgenommen. Wenn sie sich aber
organisieren, um daran etwas zu verdndern, bekommt das auch medial noch viel zu wenig
Aufmerksamkeit.” (Ricarda Lang [@Ricarda Lang], 2022)

Politician 4:

4A: “Sehr fair, liebe @PreislerKa. Der Text aus der ZEIT ist kein Zitat von mir, sondern nur
eine missverstandene Darstellung des Autors. Meine Meinung ist klar: Care-Arbeit und
Freizeitaktivititen sind nicht dasselbe. CL* (Christian Lindner [@c_lindner], 2022)
Politician 5:

5A: “‘Die #Schlesinger-Affire hat das Potential, dem #ORR endgiiltig die
Legitimationsgrundlage zu entziehen. Wer es wie ich gut meint mit dem ORR, erwartet jetzt
von den Verantwortlichen, dass sie sich mit den Ursachen des Vertrauensverlusts befassen.*
(tm)* (Friedrich Merz [@, FriedrichMerz], 2022)

Politician 7:

7A: “‘Gebt uns unser Leben zuriick: Dass ausgerechnet die @BILD, die #Lauterbach|s
Panikmache nur all zu gerne verbreitet, jetzt die Riickkehr in die Normalitét fordert, entbehrt
nicht einer gewissen Ironie. Dennoch ist die Forderung vollig richtig. #Bild #AfD
#Lockerungen #Lockdown* (Alice Weidel [@Alice Weidel], 2022)

Politician 8:

8A: “ MerkelSchulzFestspiele in ARD/ZDF: #SPD & #Union erhielten in Wahlsendungen 10
x mehr Sendezeit als die LINKE #btw17* (Sahra Wagenknecht [@SWagenknecht], 2017)

Politician 9:



9A: “Was weil} Faeser iiber die Finanzierung von Moscheevereinen aus #Katar? Anscheinend
nichts, wie man den Medien entnehmen kann. @Beatrix vStorch #Islamismus* (AfD-
Fraktion im Deutschen Bundestag De [@AfDimBundestag], 2022)

9B: “ Welche offentlich-rechtlichen Staatsfunker haben eigentlich iiber die antisemitische
Demo in Berlin und das Verbrennen von Israelfahnen berichtet? Mit Internet ist man ja
rundum informiert - aber wie ist das, wenn man nur ARD/ZDF hat? (Bitte Links in die
Kommentare) #GEZabschaffen* (Beatrix von Storch [(@Beatrix_vStorch], 2017b)

9C: “Wer sich 1 Abend ZDF (#frontal21, #heutejournal, #dieanstalt, #heuteplus)-Propaganda
gegen die #AfD angetan hat, weil}: GEZ muss weg! & #btw17“ (Guido Reil, AfD
[@GuidoReil], 2017)

9D: “ Verdammte Seuche!! Das sind keine Aktivisten!! Das sind Linksextremisten und
Verbrecher!!! #fakenews* (Beatrix von Storch [@Beatrix_vStorch], 2017a)

9E: “Seit 9 Monaten wurde kein AfD-Vertreter mehr in die groen Talkshows von ARD &
ZDF eingeladen. Das ist ein #Medienkrieg gegen eine Oppositionspartei und 5 Millionen
Waihler. Der 6ffentlich-rechtliche Rundfunk ist eine demokratiefeindliche staatliche
Institution. 1/6 (René Springer [@Rene Springer], 2022)

9F: “ Bohmermann vergleicht Kinder mit Ratten. Nein, aufregen muss man sich iiber diesen
Mann echt nicht mehr. Aber wie kann das ZDF bitte so jemanden von unserem
Rundfunkbeitrag bezahlen? Rundfunkbeitrag abschaffen! #Boehmermann* (Neverforgetniki
[@nikitheblogger], 2022)

Politician 10

10A: “ I think a lot of people need to hear this (including journalists): a disease with 1%
mortality is not what we usually consider mild in medicine. #monkeypox
#bettersafethansorry (Isabella Eckerle [(@Eckerlelsabella], 2022)

10B: “Artikel ist 0 Cent wert. Paar Anekdotchen u Beleidigungen, null Recherche Hannelore
Kraft 1 Portrdt - SPIEGEL ONLINE® (Prof. Karl Lauterbach [@Karl Lauterbach], 2017a)
10C: “ Ganz ehrlich. Ich kann nur hoffen, dass @ulfposh dass nur sagt und nicht auch denkt.
Schade. Eigentlich ein guter Journalist. Aber Verschwdorungstheorien verhindern weder
Coronatote noch Klimatote. Beides gibt es. Ganz ehrlich!* (Prof. Karl Lauterbach

[@Karl Lauterbach], 2022)

10D: “@BILD_Politik @ClausStrunz Es war Themenabend der AfD, das ist schade. Medien
lassen sich v AfD Themen aufzwingen* (Prof. Karl Lauterbach [@Karl Lauterbach], 2017b)
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