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Behaviour: The term ‘behaviour’ is used in a broad sense, following the definition by the 
American Psychological Association as ‘an organism’s activities in response to external or 
internal stimuli, including objectively observable activities, introspectively observable 
activities (see covert behaviour), and nonconscious processes’ (Mauss & Robinson, 2009). 
Hence, whenever we use the term ‘behaviour’, this may also refer to an individual’s 
emotions, states or attributes. Additionally, although human behaviour was the main point of 
reference during the development process, the presented guidelines may be applicable to a 
broader range of subjects, including animals and robots. 
 
Code (alternative terms: label, measure, behaviour): A meaningful, pre-defined identifier 
that classifies, categorises, and/or represents a specific measure or behaviour. Several 
codes combined may constitute an ‘overarching code’ or dimension. 
 
Codebook (alternative terms: coding manual, guide, instructions): A document that 
provides detailed instructions and guidelines for coding data, the coding scheme, and 
examples of how to apply the codes.  
 
Coded data: Data that result from applying the coding scheme to the source data.  
 
Coder drift (alternative term: observer drift): The phenomenon of coders changing the 
manner in which they apply the behavioural codes over time (Harris & Lahey, 1982, p.544). 
Consensual coder drift is the phenomenon of coders adjusting their interpretations to agree 
with other coders for stronger inter-observer agreement.  
 
Coding scheme (alternative terms: ethogram, template, schedule, reference): A 
catalogue or directory of codes (including code definitions and abbreviations), often detailing 
the organisation, grouping, or hierarchy of codes within a coding system. 
 
Source data: Initial observations to which the coding scheme is applied (e.g., video clips). 
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