Supplementary file for “What is news? Mapping the diversity of news experiences in digital
trace data”
Supplement A: Questionnaire

Media usage

Hoeveel dagen in de afgelopen week heeft u de volgende bronnen geraadpleegd om iets te weten
te komen over politiek en actualiteiten?
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Left-right placement
In de politiek wordt vaak gesproken over links en rechts. Waar zou u uzelf op deze schaal
plaatsen?
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Political interest
In het algemeen, hoe geinteresseerd bent u in de politiek?
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Supplement B: Codebook
You will need to answer 2-5 questions about each domain so that it can be classified into
different categories. All questions are yes/no questions, instructions on how to decide what to
answer to each of them are provided below. Most of the time you will not have to answer all of
the questions as they depend on each other (you do not need to worry about this, Qualtrics will
automatically show you the right questions). For every question you also have the option to
answer with “I am not sure” - if you do this, please also fill in a comment why you were not sure
(e.g. couldn’t reach the website, had doubts about aspect X). If you are not sure about any of the
questions, the website will be evaluated more closely later by other people. Also check at the end

of the document for some more FAQ.

Usually it will be enough to briefly visit the website and check the main page. Sometimes you
will need to check the “about us” section/the colofon. If you are in doubt about one of the

questions, please select “I am not sure” so that the website can be evaluated more closely later.

1) Is the main purpose of the website to provide new information?
a) That means that most items on the frontpage have timestamps that are at least
from around the last two weeks.
b) Sometimes there are timestamps present but the main purpose you can see on the
frontpage is not providing new information. This can for example be a
company/club website that also has a news section about their company/club,

(e.g. shell.nl or detreffersamsterdam.nl). In these cases, say “no” to this question.



2) Is the website produced by journalists in a professionally and editorially organized
way and/or is part of a news organization (on- or offline)?

a) How to figure this out when in doubt? Check the “about us’’/colofon/contact
information section to see if there is an editorial office (Dutch: redactie), editors,
reporters or an affiliation to a news company (e.g. DPG media). If you cannot
find any of that information (easily), answer “no” to this question.

b) Please follow the codebook here. Do not let yourself be guided by your personal
assessment of the website’s professionalism (e.g., in terms of topics and/or

quality). For instance: babybytes.nl has in their contact information the info that

they belong to “Next Day Media” and that they have an editorial office. The

girlswhomagazine.nl has in their about us section an “Editor in Chief” and

several other “Editors”. On the other hand, websites like worldemand.com look

like “normal news”, but there is no info on an editorial office or news company to
be found anywhere. So remember: this is about the ORGANIZATIONAL
STRUCTURE of how the website is produced, not about the content - you do
not need to judge the quality here. When in doubt, you can always select “I am
not sure”.

1)  NOTE: You can “flag” the website as possibly related to
misinformation/conspiracies/satire in a separate question. Only then can
you give a personal assessment of the content quality.

3) Is the website about multiple news categories or about politics (as opposed to: single-

category non-political sites) ?


https://www.babybytes.nl/
https://www.babybytes.nl/pages/contact.php
https://girlswhomagazine.nl/
https://girlswhomagazine.nl/over-ons/
https://www.worldemand.com/

a) If the website is, for example, only about sports (e.g. sportnieuws.nl) or

technology (e.g. tweakers.nl), answer “no” to this question. It is not important

which categories specifically are present, but multiple should be present. Only

exception for this is when the single topic is politics (e.g., politico.com). The

general news categories are:

vii)

Politics (binnen- & buitenland, regional/local)
Economy (including Finance)

Sports

Entertainment (including Culture)

Science

Technology

Other (Travel, Cooking, Health, Work, Shopping, Hobbies)

b) Often, websites have several sub-categories - but not always are they about

different news categories. For example vijftigenmeer.nl or eigenwijsblij.nl or

worldemand.com or girlswhomagazine.nl appear to have several categories. But

if you check with the categories mentioned above, they all belong to “Other”. So

these websites get coded as “one-topic” websites. On the other hand, a website

like fd.nl covers both politics and economy and by that is a multi-topic website.

c) Common examples for multi-topic websites are volkskrant.nl, nu.nl

4) Is the main purpose of the website to provide background information about public

events and figures?

a) Ifitisonly a dictionary or provides information e.g. about the weather, answer

“no” to this question.


https://vijftigenmeer.nl/
https://www.eigenwijsblij.nl/
https://www.worldemand.com/
https://girlswhomagazine.nl/
https://fd.nl/

b) Background information about public events and figures means that the website is
either a collection of information about all kinds of general information/topics
such as wikipedia.org or about political actors (e.g. parties, politicians,
government, NGOs, e.g. oxfamnovib.nl) or political events (e.g. elections).

c) This for example excludes websites that give very specific information like

auteursrecht.nl that gives legal information for authors, or ethereum.org which is

focussed on specific financial information. As a rule of thumb, background

websites can be used to search for follow-up information on the news.

5) Is this website a so-called gateway website which can direct users to other websites (e.g.
general search engines, social media website)?
a) As a rule of thumb those websites can be used to search for or come across
follow-up information on the news. This does NOT include websites with site-
specific search engines (e.g. bijbel.eo.nl), special interest forums (e.g.

support.bioconductor.org) or websites that compare different offers of for

example study options (hbo.bachelors.nl, goabroad.com) or travel (kayak.com).

b) Common examples for gateway websites are google.com, facebook.com,
youtube.com
6) For some of the websites, you will also be asked about the language of the website
(English, Dutch, other) and the geographical focus (Local/Regional, National,
International). If the website is not in Dutch, the geographical focus is automatically

“international”. For Dutch-language websites:


https://www.wikipedia.org/
https://www.oxfamnovib.nl/
https://www.auteursrecht.nl/
https://ethereum.org/en/
https://bijbel.eo.nl/
https://support.bioconductor.org/
https://hbo.bachelors.nl/
https://www.goabroad.com/
https://www.kayak.de/

FAQ:

b)

d)

If the description of the page mentions a specific city or region or articles on the
main page concern topics mostly relevant for one city or region (e.g._at5.nl for
Amsterdam), code as Local/Regional.

If the description of the page mentions the Netherlands more generally or the
articles on the main page concern topics mostly relevant for the Netherlands,

code as National (e.g. volkskrant.nl, telegraaf.nl).

If the description of the page mentions that it is international/mentions countries
other than the Netherlands or articles on the main page concern topic mostly
relevant for multiple countries or countries other than the Netherlands, code as

International (e.g. duitslandnieuws.nl).

If you cannot find any information about the geographical focus and the articles
are not related to specific regions or countries (e.g. they are about a special

interest topic such as cooking or technology), code as “Does not apply” .

The website tells me “there 1s no secure connection’ or “your connection is not private”
b

what should | do?.

In that case first try the “http” link instead of the “https” link. If that also does not
work, code the website as “The website does not load or does not exist anymore

(e.g. domain for sale) or is only accessible when making an account/logging in”

The domain redirects to another domain, which should | code now?

Please code the domain you were redirected to (so the one that is appearing on

your screen after you clicked on the qualtrics link)


https://www.at5.nl/
https://www.volkskrant.nl/
https://www.telegraaf.nl/
https://duitslandnieuws.nl/

Supplement C: Data Collection
The tool used for data collection consisted of two different parts: A backend for
processing and filtering the data and a frontend for displaying the data to the user and
interacting with the user. The backend is based on a framework used in earlier data
donation studies (Araujo et al., 2022), for the frontend a react web application was
developed for this data collection (for a detailed description see Welbers et al., 2024)
with the core design principle of being able to perform the entire process of data donation
client side, enhancing privacy. The code for the backend can be found here
(https://github.com/uvacw/osd2f) and the code for the frontend can be found here
(https://github.com/ccs-amsterdam/DigitalFootprintsLab). By now, the infrastructure has
been further developed into PORT (https://github.com/eyra/port) and is adaptable for

different types of data donation studies with different platforms and languages.

A detailed description of the data collection with an investigation of systematic drop-out
rates can be found in a methodological paper (Welbers et al., 2024). Overall, the results
mirror what has been found in previous data donation research (e.g. Reiss et al, 2022):
Drop-out rates are high and continue to be a challenge, and people who donated were on
average younger, higher educated and male, scored higher on trust measures and were
more left-wing. Technical barriers remain a bottleneck as mentioned previously (Ohme et
al, 2021; Struminskaya et al., 2021).

Participants who uploaded their data were significantly younger (M = 38.53, SD = 15.36)
than those who started the second wave but did not donate (M = 45.61, SD = 15.36;

1(361.62) = 4.31, p < 0.001), higher educated (X2 (2, N = 385) = 10.88, p = .004, 69% of



donors have a university education vs 54% of non-donors), rather male (X2 (1, N = 385)
=6.24, p =.013, 58% of donors are male vs 45% of non-donors) and tend to use social
media more for getting their news (M = 3.85 vs M = 3.20; t(332.74) = 2.13, p = 0.03).
There were no differences with regard to institutional trust (t(332.06) = -1.36, p =0.18),
political interest (t(336.78) = -1.37, p =0.17) or any other of media usage variables (TV,

newspaper, radio, online).



