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Using the past to orientate on the present and the future can be seen as one 
of history’s main contributions to educating future citizens of democratic 
societies. This thesis defines and explores aims and methods that may 
support teachers and students in making meaningful connections between 
the past, the present and the future in history class. Measurements with 
the Relevance of History Measurement Scale (RHMS), which was specifically 
developed for the purpose of this thesis, revealed that this type of history 
teaching positively affects students’ views on the relevance of history. This is 
an important outcome, because young students in particular have difficulty 
seeing the benefits of studying the past. Enabling them to see the relevance 
of history may be an important means to stimulate their motivation and 
engagement, because students’ appreciation of the value of school subjects 
is key to their commitment in school work. 

Dick van Straaten is a historian and history teacher educator at the 
Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences (AUAS), Faculty of Education. His 
research is being done under the auspices of the Centre for Applied Research 
in Education (CARE) at this university.
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