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between Submission and Defiance. (Late Medieval and Early Modern Studies 29.) Turn-
hout: Brepols, 2022. Pp. 356; black-and-white figures. €95. ISBN: 978-2-5035-9828-4.
Table of contents available online at https://www.brepols.net/products/IS-9782503598284-1.
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This collection, containing ten essays along with a programmatic introduction and conclu-
sion, examines the concept of “disciplined dissent.” Defined by the editor, Fabrizio Titone,
as a form of peaceful protest, disciplined dissent involves using the cultural repertoire of those
in authority to challenge power structures (7). The essays focus on Western Europe between
1200 and 1600, exploring various ways in which individuals and groups excluded from power
sought to participate politically through nonviolent means. This collection is part of a larger
research project funded by the Spanish state and led by Titone. An earlier volume from this
project addressed discursive strategies of nonconfrontational protest.

Titone aims to provide a fresh perspective on premodern political contestation, moving
beyond the traditional focus on violent collective actions. While acknowledging the rich tra-
dition of social and cultural history that has analyzed uprisings, rebellions, and violent rituals,
Titone positions these essays within a broader scholarly field. This field emphasizes the plural-
istic and polycentric nature of power in the late Middle Ages, as seen, for example, in the works
of Patrick Lantschner and John Watts. In his introduction, Titone highlights how those with-
out formal political power could leverage their understanding of political culture and practices
to gain recognition and influence policies. His interest lies in various forms of political inter-
action and negotiation, with actors often invoking principles of justice to target specific poli-
cies. He argues that disciplined dissent led to gradual and incremental political change.

The essays examine different, sometimes overlapping, forms of disciplined dissent in various
contexts, focusing mainly on urban settings but also including rural communities and, in one
instance, family and gender relations. Although all the essays provide intriguing perspectives
and insights, they vary significantly in how disenfranchised the dissenters under investigation
actually were. The volume begins with two essays on Italian cases. In the first, Enrico Faini exam-
ines the role of artisans and small traders in thirteenth-century San Gimignano, groups that
were the most recent additions to the city’s political councils. By analyzing petitions and gov-
ernment records, Faini demonstrates how they gradually increased their political participa-
tion, influencing judicial and fiscal matters. Alma Poloni’s essay explores political change in
Pisa during the rule of Pietro Gambacorta (1370-92), focusing on his interactions with arti-
sans such as tanners and shoemakers. Poloni concludes that the artisans successfully obtained
fiscal reforms, while Gambacorta benefited from their support, thereby stabilizing his rule.

Wim Blockmans examines how Flemish textile workers in the thirteenth century organized
themselves within their urban communities. He traces how peaceful actions, such as strikes
and walkouts aimed at improving working conditions, eventually escalated into “the first
social and political revolution of a whole county in medieval Europe” around 1300 (108).
With Isabella Lazzarini’s inventive and subtle essay, the focus shifts back to Italy, to fifteenth-
century Florence. She adopts a different angle from the previous essays by emphasizing the
reciprocity between ruler and ruled. She explores the interactions between Florence and its
subject communities, in particular how these communities expressed their dissent by drawing
on a shared language of patronage and autonomy and of devotion and protection between
rulers and ruled. According to Lazzarini, tensions were expressed through this shared lan-
guage, and everyone’s interests were (relatively) protected, which is why these tensions did
not result in open violence.

The next three essays, by Peter Coss, Hannah Skoda, and Eliza Hartrich, focus on medieval
England. Coss analyzes petitions from the late thirteenth and fourteenth centuries by wealthy
local leaders, tracking the evolution of petitioning practices. Skoda examines petitions,
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sermons, and poetry to demonstrate how a broad political community used nostalgia to create
a nonthreatening repertoire of dissent. Hartrich’s essay centers on fifteenth-century civic ritu-
als, arguing that these rituals provided opportunities for various urban community members
to pressure local authorities, particularly by threatening to boycott festivities. She emphasizes
that such processes illustrate the need to move beyond a binary view of opposition and sub-
version, instead recognizing a spectrum of nuanced interactions.

In his essay, Vincent Challet focuses on French peasants during the Hundred Years’ War,
demonstrating how rural communities employed collective actions and passive resistance to
secure the recognition of rights they lacked before the war. He emphasizes that these were dis-
ciplined actions, not spontaneous acts of resistance. Titone, in his own essay, explores know-
ledge and agency in late medieval Catania, illustrating how artisans and low-status workers
exerted pressure on rulers and the governmental elite. Using their understanding of the legis-
lative and institutional framework, these groups fostered change through nonviolent means,

leading to their increased political representation in the mid-fifteenth century. However, this
shift was brief, as power reverted back to landowners and rich merchants by the century’s

end. The final essay by Martin Ingram returns to England and examines the domestic sphere.
Ingram broadens the notion of disciplined dissent by connecting it to the home. Drawing on
records from the dioceses of London and York, he investigates how women could denounce
their abusive husbands, appealing to principles of order, and shows how church authorities
occasionally interpreted the law in favor of wives seeking judicial separation.

A conclusion by Chris Wickham caps off the collection. He notes that disciplined dissent
works best “when one is not quite so subject” (344). In fact, many of the essays discuss groups
or communities relatively close to power. Nonetheless, the collected essays and Titone’s intro-
duction provide rich insights and intriguing analyses of the relationship between the (more or
less) marginalized and those in power, highlighting the complex, often nonviolent strategies
the former used to voice their dissent. The volume is a welcome addition to the scholarship
on late medieval power relations.

MAARTJE VAN GELDER, Universiteit van Amsterdam
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