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33 SATRICUM IN THE POST-ARCHAIC PERIOD 

Introductio n n 
Inn the early fifth century the settlement of Satricum appears to undergo a radical change in 
itss pattern of occupation. The acropolis of the town, our main source of information for 
thee preceding periods, has so far revealed no building remains which can be attributed to 
thee Post-Archaic period. It appears as if all building activity came to an abrupt end after 
thee construction of the monumental second temple (Temple II) and the related 
reorganizationn of the surrounding area (500/480). An even more radical change, suggesting 
aa totally different use of the acropolis area, is implied by the recent discovery of a small 
necropoliss along the so-called Via Sacra, at the southwest corner of the main temple (Ch. 
3.1.2).. Contemporary with the installation of the burial ground is a large deposit (mainly 
off  pottery) laid out on the northwest side of the temple (Ch. 3.1.1). Although the presence 
off  the deposit is not surprising (given the religous context) the presence of burials on the 
acropoliss certainly is. Indeed, it is this feature, in combination with the absence of 
habitationn remains, which underpins the theory that Satricum was abandoned in the early 
fift hh century. According to this view, the settlement had changed, almost overnight, from a 
flourishingg urban centre to a mere place of pilgrimage where all activity was centred upon 
thee sanctuary.74 The presence of another necropolis, i.e. the Southwest Necropolis (Ch. 
3.3),, within the former boundaries of the town has been seen as confirmation of the 
theory,, as has the absence of fifth-century remains in the rest of the town. 

Thiss rather literal interpretation of the archaeological record is, in my view, too simple. In 
thiss chapter I will try to show that the new discoveries on the acropolis and elswhere in 
thee settlement, as well as the apparent absence of fifth-century buildings, can be 
interpretedd quite differently. As has been suggested on earlier occasions, there are good 
reasonss for believing that the sixth-century buildings on the acropolis, and those which 
presumablyy existed in the rest of the town, remained in use during the fifth century.75 

Thiss idea was first based purely on the presence of fifth-century graves but is now 
supportedd by new evidence coming from systematic excavations, such as those carried out 
inn the lower settlement in the Poggio dei Cavallari. The Poggio dei Cavallari is one of the 
feww areas of ancient Satricum in which the highest contours of the ancient landscape have 
survivedd and it can therefore be regarded as the most important archaeological source for 
thee changing face of the town in the early fifth century and beyond. Moreover, the mass 
off  ancient artifacts recovered in this area adds considerably to our knowledge of fifth- and 
fourth-centuryy pottery. Compared with the vessels recovered from the fifth-century graves 
andd from the deposit on the temple hill (objects that were presumably imbued with a 
sacrall  or ritual significance), the artifacts found in the Poggio dei Cavallari constitute a 
differentt group of material altogether, representing a predominantly secular {i.e. domestic) 

744 See, for instance, Maaskant 1992, 36-37; Attema 1993, 226, 227-229. 
755 Gnade 1997a, 51; cf. also Coarelli 1990, 151. 
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sphere.. As such, the finds provide evidence for believing that the lower settlement area of 
ancientt Satricum was indeed inhabited during the Post-Archaic period. 

Thee key-site function which Satricum already holds for the Iron Age and Archaic period 
can,, it seems, now be extended into the later history of the town. In contrast to the general 
scarcityy of archaeological data encountered in other Latial centres, Satricum appears to 
offerr a rich archaeological record which documents life, death and religion in the fifth 
century.. However, while these remains undoubtedly confirm the continuity of the 
settlementt into the later period, its nature and cultural character remain the subjects of 
fundamentall  disagreement. 

Inn this chapter the three areas which have yielded Post-Archaic remains will be dealt with 
att length- The significance of the finds themselves will also be discussed, both individually 
andd in relation to each other. We will start with the large deposit excavated on the 
acropoliss (Ch. 3.1). Thanks to its prompt and detailed publication, this rich source of 
informationn has become fully accessible and can be studied in relation to the other find 
complexx (i.e. the layers on top of the Late-Archaic road in the Poggio dei Cavallari), 
whichh wil l be dealt with thereafter (Ch. 3.2). Although the final publication of the 
archaeologicall  remains in this area wil l still take some time, the present state of study is 
sufficientlyy advanced to allow for some tentative conlusions. The final section of the 
chapterr covers the Southwest Necropolis, which has already been published but is now re-
examinedd in the light of new discoveries, both in Satricum and elsewhere in Latium (Ch. 
3.3). . 

3.11 THE ACROPOLI S 

3.1.11 Votive Deposit II 

Inn the 1980's a large deposit containing material dating from the early fifth to the late 
thirdd centuries was excavated to the northwest of the temples of Mater Matuta. The 
followingg summary is based on the publication of the deposit which appeared in 1996.76 

Thee deposit is laid out in a large, natural depression, some 60 m long, 15 m wide and 2 
mm deep. It is believed to have been filled with offerings over a continuous period of 
almostt three centuries. In the earliest period the offerings consist mainly of simple vessels 
forr cooking, eating, drinking and pouring. In the latest phase these are supplemented by 
terracottaa votive objects. A relatively small number of spinning and weaving implements, 
bronzee sheet figurines, jewelry, weaponry and coins make up the rest of the votive gifts. 
Inn total, some 2000 objects have been published. 
Accordingg to the excavators, the deposit exhibits a clear stratigraphy. On top of a levelling 

766 The deposit was discovered and partially excavated by archaeologists of the University of Groningen between 1981 
andd 1991. It was published by J.W. Bouma in 1996. The deposit is the third of its kind on the temple hill. In order to 
distinguishh the deposits from each other they have been conveniently numbered by the assumed chronological sequence 
off  their contents: i.e. Votive Deposit I for the so-called Archaic Votive Deposit, Votive Deposit II for the newly 
discoveredd deposit and Votive Deposit III for the so-called Hellenistic Votive Deposit. 
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layerr (layer 2), at least five layers of gifts have been distinguished (layers 3, 5, 8, 10 and 
12),, separated by layers of sand, tufa chunks, pebbles and architectural terracottas (layers 
4,, 6, 7, 9 and 11). In the first decades of the fourth century, the area was bordered by 
wallss in the southwest. 

Thee offerings encountered in the earlier layers (3, 5 and 8), dated between c. 490-375, 
aree said to consist of distinct assemblages of pots, often associated or filled with charcoal 
andd animal bones. These were apparently surrounded by tufa stones and fragments of 
architecturall  terracottas, many of which are of the type associated with the Late-Archaic 
temple.. Each assemblage is reported to contain a basic set of pottery. The average 
diameterr of the assemblages is around 0.60. The vessels and their contents have been 
interpretedd as part of a ceremony in honour of the goddess. It is assumed that ritual meals 
weree held near the deposit, after which the vessels and part of the meal were left behind. 
Unlikee the Archaic and Hellenistic Deposits in Satricum, this 'intermediate' votive deposit 
iss not regarded as a dump of votive material, but as a primary site containing a gradual 
accumulationn of votive gifts.77 

Thee upper layers, 10 and 12 (from c. 375 onwards), appeared to be different in character. 
Accordingg to the excavators, there were some concentrations of pottery deposited in the 
earliestt phase of layer 10, but apart from these both layers now seem to consist largely of 
dumpedd votive material. Some anatomical votives and terracotta statuettes appear for the 
firstt time. 

Cultura ll  context 
Votivee Deposit II is generally considered the missing link between the 'Archaic' and 
'Hellenistic'' deposits on the temple hill of Satricum.78 According to the excavators, the 
depositt serves as a chronological intermediate and contributes greatly to the study of cult 
practicess over a continuous period of almost seven centuries.79 In their view, all three 
depositss are associated with the cult of Mater Matuta.80 

Thee excavators adhere to the principle that votive gifts (and their related rites) provide 
informationn on the social, economic and political organization of the society which 
producedd them.81 They further assume that the gifts may also reflect the cultural 
backgroundd of the dedicants. For the later period, for instance, a correspondence is noted 
betweenn the Roman occupation of the site and the upper layers of the deposit. The first 
appearancee of terracotta votive gifts (which can be cautiously identified as 'Roman') seem 
too coincide with the moment that a Roman presence is historically recorded in the 
Pomptinee region.82 At the same time, the shift from careful deposition of votive gifts 

777 For the excavation of the Archaic Deposit (Votive Deposit I) see Barnabei/Cozza 1896, 30-31; Barnabei/Mengarelli 
1896,, 190-191. For an extensive presentation of its contents, see the exhibition catalogue CatSatricwn 1985, 40-46; 95-
117.. The final publication of this deposit is in preparation. On the Hellenistic Deposit (Votive Deposit III) , see Bamabei 
1896b,, 99-102; 192-193; see CatSatricwn 1985, 149-171 (on the material). This deposit was re-examined in four 
excavationn campaigns between 1985 and 1989, see Heldring 1988, 207-209; Heldring 1990, 229-233. 
788 For the history of the search for the missing votive deposit, see Bouma 1996,1, 35-37. 
799 Bouma 1996,1, 4. 
800 See Bouma 1996, I, 249-84, on Mater Matuta and the significance of the votive gifts from the individual deposits in 
relationn to her cult. 
811 Bouma 1996,1, 4. 
822 The gifts are identical to those of new rural cult places set up by the Romans in the Campagna romana. These yield 
thee typically standarized anatomical votive offerings which are also present in Votive Deposit III and which refer to the 
healingg aspect of the goddess. 
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(layerss 3, 5 and 8) towards large-scale dumping in the upper layers (from layer 10 
onwards)) is linked to a Roman presence in the region from about 400.83 

Byy analogy, the excavators believe that the cultural identity of the dedicants performing 
ritualss in the earlier phase of the deposit {i.e. the fifth century) must be reflected in the 
earlierr layers. By tracing elements of continuity in cult practices between the fifth century 
andd the previous periods, they attempt to demonstrate a cultural connection between the 
dedicantss of both eras, a connection which they relate to their supposedly Latin origin. 
Thee result is the reconstruction of a consistent Latin cult tradition over a period of more 
thann four centuries {i.e. from the ninth century until c. 400). Corroborating evidence for 
thee Latin identification of the dedicants is found in apparent similarities with cult practices 
performedd elsewhere in Latium.84 

Comment t 
Thee discovery of Votive Deposit II adds a remarkable new dimension to the 
archaeologicall  record of Satricum. Quite apart from its possible contribution to any 
reconstructionn of the religious history of the settlement, the deposit substantially fill s the 
gapp in the material record for the fifth and fourth centuries. 

However,, with regard to the interpretation and cultural classification of the deposit, some 
criticall  remarks are in order. As mentioned above, the analysis of the deposit has been 
markedd by a search for signs of ritual continuity in order to establish its Latin nature. The 
mainn arguments used to 'prove' such a continuity are closely related to the earlier, Archaic 
Votivee Deposit buried in the substructures of Temple I. Resemblances apparently observed 
betweenn this deposit and Votive Deposit II have been taken as strong evidence for 
invariantt customs, thereby reflecting the continuous Latin character of the performed cult. 
Unfortunatelyy many of these resemblances fail to convince. As I wil l try to show, some 
aree rather speculative and others are even incorrect. They should therefore be viewed with 
suspicion. . 

Thiss even applies to the interpretation of the site as a primary, open votive deposit. In 
myy view, many of its features recall the so-called Hellenistic Deposit in front of the 
sanctuary.. This deposit was filled with subsequent dumps of material, probably within 
quitee a short timespan. 

Sincee the interpretation of Votive Deposit II is fundamental to the reconstruction of Post-
Archaicc Satricum, we wil l now review in some detail the main points put forward by the 
excavatorss to establish resemblance (and therefore continuity) with earlier customs. At the 
samee time, we wil l reconsider some of their conclusions regarding the stratigraphy and 
lay-outt of the deposit. 

833 Bouma 1996,1, 71-2, 207-208. 
844 Cf. for instance, Bouma 1996, I, 219-220, on the traditional offering of jar and bowl as common elements in many 
Latiall  votive assemblages. 
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Proposedd similarities between Votive Deposits I and II  and supposed traditiona l 
elementss in performed ritual s 

I.I.  The open character of Votive Deposits I  and II 
Perhapss the most far-fetched idea hatched in support of ritual continuity is the proposed 
openn character of both Votive Deposits I and n. 

Itt is suggested that during the early stages of cult activity in Satricum, votive gifts were 
continuouslyy deposited as primary offerings in the area behind the cult place, resulting in 
thee gradual formation of the so-called Archaic Deposit (Votive Deposit I).85 This 
interpretationn is based on various arguments. Firstly, that the good state of preservation of 
thee vessels, in spite of their often thin walls, indicates their primary deposition.86 

Secondly,, that the chronological range of the Archaic votive material (which covers more 
thann four centuries) is too large for a single dump at a single moment.87 Above all, 
however,, the open character presumed for the Archaic Votive Deposit is linked to the 
disputedd 'alternative' reconstruction of Temple I. This reconstruction consists of a drastic 
shorteningg of the ground plan of this temple and an arbitrary updating of its chronology to 
580-540.888 It includes a walled-off deposit created at the rear of the temple, which is said 
too have received some 20.000 votive objects over a continuous period of more than four 

so o 

centunes. . 

Thee architectural improbability of this new reconstruction, both of Temple I and of an 
adjacentt open votive enclosure, has already been remarked upon (see Ch. 2).90 Quite 
apartt from the problem of limited space, there are also stratigraphical objections to the 
ideaa of Votive Deposit I being gradually formed behind the successive structures of the 
Sacellumm and Temple I. There is, in fact, irrefutable evidence to the contrary: i.e. for the 
secondaryy arrangement of the deposit inside the substructures of Temple I. This was found 
duringg recent investigations of the foundations of the successive temples.91 The area 
behindd the Sacellum (i.e. the presumed location of the walled-off deposit), inside the 
perimeterr of the foundation walls of Temple I, revealed the remains of a levelling stratum 
consistingg of white tufa chips and (mainly) fragmentary votive material from the same 
periodd as the votive gifts in the Archaic Deposit.92 This layer had apparently been laid 
downn on top of the sloping surface of the virgin soil so as to create a horizontal level for 
thee construction of Temple I. Despite the fact that some of the virgin soil had been 
scrapedd off, perhaps to prepare for the levelling stratum, the ground still revealed earlier 
features,, such as pits, post holes and trenches, dating to the eight, seventh and sixth 
centuries.. However, not a single trace of the Archaic Votive Deposit was recorded in the 

833 Bouma 1996,1, 6, 61. 
MM Bouma 1996, I, 61; see also Maaskant-Kleibrink 1992, 54, on the arguments surrounding the good state of 
preservationn and the intactness of the thin-walled pottery. 
877 Bouma 1996,1, 61, n. 182. 
888 Maaskant-Kleibrink 1992, 16, figs. XLVII-III . 
899 This view recalls that of Colonna, put forward in 1984 with regard to the original location of the Archaic Votive 
Deposit.. According to Colonna, offerings had accumulated in the area behind the so-called Temple hut and the stone 
Sacellumm which had replaced it. When Temple I was built the deposit was then incorporated into its substructures 
(Colonnaa 1984b, 398). 
900 See De Waele 1997, 77-79. 
911 See Heldring 1984, 99; eadem, in CatArea Sacra 1985, 127. 
922 See Heldring 1984, 98-100, on the levelling stratum; eadem, in CatArea Sacra 1985, 127-137, for the levelling stratum 
andd a selection of its finds. 
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virginn soil, implying that the votive objects of Votive Deposit I must have been deposited 
att a level above the levelling stratum (and probably directly on top of it) and thus 
contemporaryy with the construction of Temple I.93 

Thee investigations also revealed that the levelling stratum had originally been higher. Its 
upperr surface, and in some places even the complete stratum, had been removed, 
presumablyy by the nineteenth-century Italian excavators searching for votive objects. They 
hadd probably reached the virgin soil in places where it was closest to the surface, as in the 
areaa immediately adjacent to the back wall of the Sacellum. In other places (for example, 
thee area southwest of the cella wall of Temple II) the Italian excavators recognized the 
stratumm and halted on top, where they encountered a concentration of votive objects in 
situ. situ. 

Too explain the largely fragmented state of the finds in the levelling stratum, the 
excavatorss suggest that, before the votive offerings were deposited in the Archaic Deposit, 
aa selection was made between intact objects and broken or very small items. The latter 
wouldd then have been dispersed in the levelling stratum, while the complete ex-votos were 
depositedd with some care, in order to keep them intact.95 The fact that most of the 
vesselss remained well preserved until their discovery in 1896 is easily explained by their 
protectedd location: they were inside the substructures of Temple I and also covered by its 
floor.. The broad time span covered by the votive objects is without doubt the result of 
theirr primary accumulation, which probably occurred actually inside the earliest cult 
buildings.96 6 

2.. Continuity in the character of the votive gifts 
Thee character of the offerings found in the deposits has also been presented as evidence 
forr continuity. One example is the prevalence of pottery gifts, regardless of size, quantity 
orr fabric.97 Vessels in miniature form are abundantly present in the Archaic Deposit 
duringg the first four centuries of the cult. From the sixth century onwards they appear in 
normall  size, apparently becoming the basic element in the ritual for the next two centuries. 

AA further traditional element is seen in the prevalence in Votive Deposit II of the 
ordinaryy jar and bowl, vessels which the excavators present as the basic set of pottery 
(especiallyy the jar) in all periods. A comparable prevalence of the same vessels is said to 
havee existed in other cult places in Latium, whilst it is simultaneously argued that votive 
assemblagess are almost absent for the early Republican period in Latium.98 In spite of 
thiss contradiction, the observed similarity is taken as evidence for the traditional character 
off  these vessel-types in Latial cult practices, and, at the same time, for the continuity of 

933 Personal comment by B.H. Heldring; but see also the preliminary report of the excavations, Heldring 1984, 99. The 
positionn of the deposit on top of the levelling stratum would also account for the fact that some objects in the deposit 
seemm to postdate the youngest finds in this stratum (which are two or three fragments of Ionian cups dating to the middle 
off  the sixth century (published in CatSatricum 1985, 127)). Cf. also Bouma 1996,1, 78. 
944 In the excavation journal, the custode R. Finelli gives a list of objects that were brought to light in this particular spot 
betweenn 1 and 6 february 1896. Presumably this research was conducted less hasty than the one immediately following 
uponn the discovery of the deposit, in the centre of the cella of Temple I, cf. Colonna 1984, 396, n. 5. 
955 See Heldring 1984, 99; eadem, in CatArea Sacra 1985, 127. 
966 Suggested by B. Heldring. 
977 Bouma 1996,1, 226-7, 274. 
988 Bouma 1996,1, 219-20. 
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thosee practices in Satricum. 
Closelyy related to the supposed prevalence of the jar  in all periods is the presumed 

continuityy in food offerings. In Votive Deposit II , faunal remains (mainly those of sheep, 
cattlee and pigs) have been recorded in close association with almost every assemblage 
throughoutt  all the strata of the deposit."  These offerings, encountered mostly in jars, 
havee been linked to the ritual  of first-offering s as imputed to the early stages of cult 
practicee in Satricum. Symbolic offerings in miniatur e receptacles, presumably consisting of 
aa first grain of corn, a first tooth, a pea, a bean or  "even a small portion of meat"  are seen 
ass being repeated 'life-sized' during the fift h century, mostly in full-sized jars.100 By 
analogyy with earlier  practices, a combined offering (of a sheep, a cow and a pig) was now 
supposedlyy made, the remains of which were placed in Votive Deposit II  together  with the 
potteryy used in the ritual. 

Ass far  as I can see, the suggested correspondence between the votive gifts of the two 
depositss in Satricum (not to mention their  presumed resemblance to offerings elsewhere in 
Latium)) is untenable. It should be noted, first of all, that the contents of Votive Deposit I 
differr  completely from the contents of Votive Deposit II , both in character  and 
composition.. Although this may be partly due to chronological differences and to different 
economicc circumstances, an undeniable disparity still remains. Some very marked 
differencess spring to mind. There are, for  example, the enormous quantities of fibulae and 
spinningg and weaving implements, which with c. 3000 and c. 300 specimens respectively, 
constitutee the largest groups of objects in the Archaic Deposit. These numbers are totally 
incompatiblee with the small quantities encountered in Votive Deposit II . Furthermore, the 
simplee pottery shapes in the Archaic Deposit are mainly associated with drinkin g and 
pouringg and not with solid food, while the total number  of jars is very limited (c. 20 rim 
fragments,, less than 0.1% of the total number  of objects!101 

Becausee of their  specific time-related connotations, the votive gifts in the respective 
depositss cannot, in my view, be compared. It is surely fair  to assume that the offering of a 
vessell  in the seventh century signified something quite different than the same offering in 
thee fift h century.102 Equally, the fixed combination of the full-sized jar  in Votive Deposit 
III  with other  vessels in the domestic repertoire lends this jar  a priori  a different 
significancee to that which might be attached to the miniatur e receptacles in Votive Deposit 
I .. The explicitly votive nature of the miniatures, which is directly associated with the 
phenomenonn of first offerings, is essentially different from the nature of a domestic 
potteryy set containing the remains of a ritual  meal. 

Furthermore,, the jar , in its primary role as a simple container  of all possible contents, 
solidd and liquid offerings alike, is far  more universal in its occurrence than the Latial 
theoryy requires.103 As to presumed Latial resemblances in the faunal offerings associated 

999 Bouma 1996,1, 228. 
1000 The ritual use of the jar for food offerings is seen as a habit that 'was strongly practised in Latium from the late 
Archaic,, but especially from the second half of the fifth c. onwards' (Bouma 1996, I, 223); on the shift from miniature 
too full-sized, see ibidem, 274-75. 
1011 These are only a few of many divergent elements. For a detailed discussion, see the final publication of the Archaic 
Depositt by D.J. Waarsenburg (in preparation). 
1022 Cf. Bouma 1996, I, 267-275, for the shift from 'nature-centred' to 'man-centred' ritual, a complex and, in my view, 
nott very convincing construction devised to bridge the main discrepancies between early (Iron Age and Archaic) and 
laterr (Post-Archaic) religious expression and perception. 
1033 Cf., for instance, the examples mentioned by Bouma from outside the Latial region (Bouma 1996,1, 220). 
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withh this particular vessel, it must be noted that there is barely any information available 
onn the contents of offered jars. According to the excavators, in the few cases that faunal 
remainss or organic material have been found, no direct relationship has been established 
betweenn the remains and the jars (see below, on the faunal remains).104 

3.3. Food offerings or Suovetaurilia 
Accordingg to the excavators, faunal remains (mainly of cattle, sheep and pigs) have been 
encounteredd in all layers of the deposit, in close association with almost every 
assemblage.1055 These animal offerings have been tentatively linked to the Roman 
sacrificee known as the suovetaurilia, the combined offering of sus (pig), ovis (sheep) and 
bosbos (bovine).106 

Theyy interpret the practice of animal sacrifice as a Latial custom, recurring in other cult-
placess in Latium. It is, they say, already present in early times when cults still had a 
pastorall  and rural character, and survives into the age of urbanised cults. Although 
evidencee from Latial cult-places is scarce and largely fragmentary (due to the frequently 
unspecifiedd nature of the animal bones), it is still taken as matching the faunal remains in 
thee Satrican Votive Deposit II.107 The cult place of S. Cecilia/Anagni is said to offer the 
bestt parallel for food offerings in jars.108 In this deposit, in the second half of the fifth 
century,, sometime jars containing (unspecified) food remains and seeds were placed in 
smalll  votive pits. These were surrounded by concentrations of charcoal, ashes and burnt 
animall  bones, which strongly imply a relationship to animal offerings.109 The same cult 
placee is considered a direct parallel for the custom of depositing votive material in clearly 
distinguishablee assemblages.110 

Furtherr parallels are said to be found in the cult-place of S. Omobono (on the Forum 
Boariumm in Rome), where a similar prevalence of certain species is observed in the 
offerings.. There is also some correspondence in the less frequently sacrificed animals.111 

Thiss adoption of the suovetaurilia should not be allowed to pass without scrutiny. Ritual 
animall  sacrifice is indeed thought to have been widely practised in ancient communities. 
However,, the record of animal offerings shows that by far the most common sacrifice was 
thee sheep. This general bias is reflected in Votive Deposit II , where 79% of the remains 
aree of sheep, compared with only 12.7% for cows and 7.2% for pigs.112 Yet in spite of 
thesee large disparities, almost every single assemblage in the Satrican Votive Deposit is 
saidd to have contained the fixed combination of a cow, sheep and pig, apparently revealing 

1044 Cf. Bouma 1996,1, 221-222. 
1055 Bouma 1996, I, 228. 
1066 Bouma 1996, I, 233-239, on the suovetaurilia in Satricum; idem 1996b, 14-22. 
1077 Bouma 1996, I, 228-31. As parallels, the cult places of Cassino (3 areas), Anagni/S. Cecilia and Rome/Lapis Niger 
andd Castor&Pollux are given for the Iron Age and the Archaic period, Norba and Anagni/S. Cecilia for the Post-Archaic 
period. . 
1088 All other parallels proposed for the ritual use of the jar as a container of food offerings are based either on isolated 
exampless of a single jar containing animal bones or on reconstructions from indirect, literary or epigraphical evidence 
{cf{cf Bouma 1996,1, 223-226). 
lwlw Bouma 1996, I, 222. On the deposit of S. Cecilia, see CatDives Anagnia 1993, 5-164; preliminary reports, Gatti 
1987,, 253-258; eadem 1988, 218-227; eadem 1993, 301-310; eadem in CatGrande Roma 1990, 223-229. 
1100 Bouma 1996, I, 217. 
1111 Bouma 1996, I, 233. Unlike the ritual recorded in Satricum, the sheep and pigs offered in S. Omobono were usually 
completee specimens or large pieces of carcass. 
1122 Bouma 1996, I, 233. 

28 8 



VOTIVEE DEPOSIT H 

aa tripl e animal offering which is then interpreted as the core activity in the ritual . Close 
studyy of the various assemblages, however, reveals a much less clear  pattern than this, and 
onee that corresponds far  more closely with the percentages usually encountered in specific 
animall  remains.113 These observations cannot be said to support the identification of 
thesee offerings as suovetaurilia, which is a very specific ritual with very distinct historical, 
culturall  and cultic implications. 

Soo far  Satricum is the only Latial site to apparently offer  an archaeological record for  the 
systematicc practice of the suovetaurilia. All comparisons with other  cult places in Latium 
aree less than satisfactory. Although sacrificial parallels have been suggested, all differ 
considerablyy from the Satricum offerings.114 In most cases these parallels consist of 
small,, single offerings, often in votive pits. These are far  more similar  in character  to the 
Ironn Age votive pits in the Satricum temple area (to which they do indeed offer  a direct 
parallel)) than to the large-scale offerings in the enormous deposit.115 

Ass for  the resemblances observed between the faunal offerings in the earliest cult 
practicess associated with Votive Deposit I and those recorded in Votive Deposit n, one 
hass to say that these are rather  speculative. For  instance, no faunal remains were ever 
encounteredd among the contents of Votive Deposit I stored in the Vill a Giulia, nor  is there 
anyy evidence to suggest that the Italian excavators found any. Although faunal offerings 
mayy well have taken place, it seems rather  far-fetched to first associate the more than 
2,5000 miniatur e vases (usually related to first-offerings) with food and drink offerings and 
thenn to equate them with the jars in Votive Deposit II  which contain meat offerings. It 
shouldd further  be noted that similar  miniatures, though few in number, occur  side by side 
withh the normal sized vessels in Votive Deposit II. 116 

Finally,, it is surprising to find the custom of the three-animal offering, more than once 
describedd as a Latial custom taken over  by the Romans, also referred to as a phenomenon 
encounteredd throughout the Mediterranean basin.117 

Reflectingg on the above, we can conclude that the arguments used to support a 
specificallyy Latin character  for  what was presumably a universal custom of food-offering, 
andd to suggest that the ritual  observed in Satricum was the forerunner  of the official 
Romann state offering, are not very convincing. The links, in my view, remain far  too 
speculative. . 

Inn conclusion, it may be instructive to note that these particular  animal remains have also 
beenn encountered among the mass of pottery finds on top of the Late-Archaic road. Here 
theyy have been interpreted as part of an enormous dump containing food refuse, the 
remainss representing nothing more than the daily repertoire of food. In fact this dump 
layer,, in this and other  respects, exhibits remarkable similarities with the votive layers of 
thee deposit, especially layer  8 (see below and Ch. 3.2). 

1133 It is, in my view, misleading to explain the striking discrepancies between the species, not to mention the occurrence 
off  less than three animals in a large number of the assemblages, as the result of "poor preservation and incomplete 
sampling""  (Bouma 1996, I, 233). The proportions of offered species are more or less consistent in each votive layer. On 
thee general distribution of animal species in the assemblages, see Prummel in Bouma 1996,1, Tables 4 and 5, 452-454. 
1144 The observed differences are explained as variations on the main theme, see Bouma 1996, I, 280. 
1155 On the offerings recorded in small votive pits, see Stibbe 1980, 175; CatSatricum 1985, 36-37. 
1166 See Bouma 1996,1, 227. 
1,77 Bouma 1996,1, 280. 
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4,4, Architectural terracottas as elements of religious continuity 
AA key argument which is taken to underline the Latinity of the dedicants is that of the 
ritualritual re-use of architectural terracottas attributed to the various temple buildings.118 

Regardlesss of their appearance, these terracottas are said to have formed an intrinsic part 
off  the votive assemblages. Fragments of roof tiles are observed surrounding the votive 
gifts,, while a special position, often in the centre of an assemblage, was apparently 
reservedd for the painted or decorative pieces. 

II  can see no strong grounds for believing that the terracottas in the assemblages had been 
intentionally,, let alone ritually, re-used. Likewise, there is littl e reason to ascribe any 
purelyy Latin connotation to their secondary use. Indeed, the numbers of decorative 
terracottass actually recorded in relation to the assemblages is rather limited, especially in 
thee first two votive layers. The few fragments encountered in these layers are in fact 
remarkablyy small and worn.119 Moreover, it is only from layer 8 onwards that larger 
architecturall  terracotta fragments other than plain tiles have been recorded. Considering 
thee rich body of decorative material that must have been availabe (see below), the pieces 
appearr to have been selected quite at random. It should further be said that, apart from the 
terracottass identified as part of an enclosement of votives or as supporting a vessel, 
thousandss of other terracotta pieces, mainly plain tiles, have been found dispersed in each 
votivee layer, amounting to a total of 2,796 Dark Red fragments, 374 Campanian fragments 
andd 15,958 Late-Archaic fragments in the whole deposit (see Table 1 ). The excavators 
givee no explanation for the presence of these enormous numbers. Given the presence of a 
comparablee number and variety of stones in each layer, it seems reasonable to explain 
thesee terracottas in terms of a large-scale cleaning or levelling of the temple area.120 The 
decorativee fragments would presumably have ended up with the rest. 

AA more or less comparable situation has been encountered in the Poggio dei Cavallari, 
wheree the Late-Archaic road appears to be covered by a dump layer consisting of large 
amountss of pottery fragments, large roof-tile fragments and all kinds of stones (see below, 
Ch.. 3.2). The pottery, identical to that in Votive Deposit II , often included large fragments 
andd even a few nearly complete shapes. It will be argued below that these finds are indeed 
thee result of a clean-up of the area, following the destruction of the surrounding buildings. 

1188 Bouma 1996,1, 242. 
1,99 Layer 3 contained five small decorative pieces: one female head, probably of a (non attributable, Ionic?) antefix (AE 
16),, two very worn antefix fragments of heads of Late-Archaic satyrs (AE 64, one not catalogued) and two tiny pieces 
belongingg to revetment plaques of Late-Archaic fabric (AE 93, 104); layer 5 yielded only three small fragments: one of a 
tongue-framedd Campanian antefix (AE 26) and two fragments of Late-Archaic revetment plaques (AE 73-74). 
1200 The enormous numbers of stones occurring in all layers in the deposit, votive and closing layers alike, have been little 
discussed.. In most cases no explanation is given for their presence. Votive layer 5 contained c. 400 tufa stones and more 
thann 1100 pebbles. Votive layer 10 yielded c. 3000 large brown tufa blocks (some with worked sides), 600 white and 
3000 green tufa stones, and c. 400 pebbles. Votive layer 12 yielded a total of 5348 irregular tufa stones,- 4334 brown, 
7911 white and 223 other -, and some 1000 large pebbles. For votive layers 3 and 8, despite the presence of stones of all 
kindss and considerable numbers of pebbles, no specifications are given. Reference to the stones is made only in 
connectionn to their function as borders for the assemblages. Pebbles are recorded in votive layer 8, next to wall 94, in 
thee tufa grit that separated the layer from votive layer 3. Closing layer 11 contained c. 500 large tufa blocks of all 
colours,, plus a large quantity of pebbles (the latter are mentioned in the discussion of layer 12). 
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Layer/date Layer/date 
3-490/480-4500 BC 

5-450-440/430 0 

8-440/430-375 5 
10-afterr 375-dump 

11-afterr 375-dump 
12-closingg layer 

Total Total 
AAA AAA 

454 4 

5.118 8 

3.595 5 

5.481 1 

4.035 5 
19.127 7 

DarkDark Red 

161 1 

134 4 

750 0 

199 9 

858 8 
694 4 

2.796 6 

Campanian Campanian 
11 1 

2 2 

153 3 

75 5 
120 0 

13 3 
374 4 

Late-Archaic Late-Archaic 
272 2 

318 8 

4.215 5 
3.321 1 

4.503 3 
3.329 9 

15.958 8 

% % 
36 6 

30 0 

,15 5 

6 6 
16 6 
17 7 

15 5 

% % 
2 2 

1 1 

3 3 
2 2 
2 2 
1 1 

2 2 

% % 
61 1 

70 0 

82 2 

92 2 
82 2 
83 3 

83 3 

TableTable 1. Distribution of architectural fragments from Votive Deposit 11, per stratum and Group 

Wit hh regard to the Late-Archaic architectural terracotta pieces, which constitute by far  the 
largestt  group of terracottas in Votive Deposit II , it is interesting to note that the 
excavationss of the so-called Hellenistic Deposit (Votive Deposit III ) revealed a similarly 
largee number  of fragments, both at the bottom of the deposit and in its upper  layers.121 

Thesee also have been explained in terms of a secondary dump of material thrown into the 
depositt  (see below).122 An even larger  number  of Late-Archaic terracottas was 
encounteredd outside the deposits, however. Many pieces have been found dispersed over 
thee entire temple area, not only in the direct surroundings of the sanctuary but also 
embeddedd in the surfaces and on top of the roads to the north and south of Votive Deposit 
II .. This applies especially to the majorit y of the known decorated fragments.123 

Comparedd to the quantities found outside the deposits, the total number  of decorative 
elementss from the Late-Archaic temple recovered in Votive Deposit II  is in fact relatively 
small.. In the earliest layers (3 and 5), they are quite negligible.124 An intentional ritual 
functionn seems therefore unlikely. 

Thee conclusion should surely be that the presence of architectural terracottas in the deposit 
mustt  have been far  more a matter  of coincidence than ritual intention. Of course it is 
possiblee that such items possessed an intrinsi c sacred value through their  original setting 
onn one of the temple roofs, but it is probable that the whole area of the acropolis - in any 
casee the immediate surroundings of the sanctuary - would have been regarded as sacred 

1211 Around 64% of the c. 17,500 architectural terracottas recovered in Votive Deposit HI  are of Late-Archaic fabric. In 
Votivee Deposit II  the figure is around 83% (15,958) from a total of 19,127 pieces (closing layer  11 included). 
Accordingg to R.R. Knoop, the two deposits yielded approximately the same percentages for  Late-Archaic decorative 
pieces::  87% of a total of 115 decorative pieces in Votive Deposit II , and 79% of a total of 252 decorative pieces in 
Votivee Deposit HI. 
mm Personal communication from B.H. Heldring. See also Heldring 1988, 207-209; eadem 1990, 229-230. for  the 
preliminar yy reports on the re-excavation of the Hellenistic Votive Deposit. 
mm Cf. Lulof 1996, 3-6 on the find-circumstances of the architectonic terracottas, esp. those fragments belonging to the 
Late-Archaicc terracotta statues. See Bouma 1996, I, 22-35, for  the report of the excavation of the roads bordering 
Votivee Deposit II  and for  references to various terracotta finds. The road to the south of the deposit, which is dated c. 
400,, yielded by far  the largest amount of Late-Archaic figured pieces: 10 frr . of ante fixes, 15 frr . of revetment plaques, 
199 frr . of sima and crestings. 11 frr . of large statues and 2 frr . of columen- or  mutulus plaque. 
1244 The total number  of Late-Archaic decorative pieces recovered from Votive Deposit II  is 73 frr . which include c. 20 
frr .. of antefixes (4 in closing layers 11 and 12). 5 frr . of large statues, 1 fr . of the columen or  mutulus plaques and 6 
frr .. of akroteria ipf Bouma 1996. II , 299, on the cat. nos. of architectural elements - large tiles included - encountered 
inn the assemblages; the architectural elements from closing layer  11 are not included). 
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depositss (including the most significant decorative pieces) have been encountered. 

Votivee Deposit I I  as a missing link 
Thee importance accorded to Votive Deposit II relies, amongst other things, on the claim 
thatt it fill s in the chronological gap between the two other deposits on the temple hill . 
However,, in the diachronic interpretation of the cult (which requires evidence for 
continuityy of custom) the existence of a gap of some 40 years between the two deposits 
hass been quietly forgotten.125 It seems that the practice of votive offering comes to a 
suddenn halt after around 540/530, the closing date of the Archaic Votive Deposit, and is 
onlyy resumed around 490/480 or (if we rely on the earliest fixed pottery dates) somewhere 
inn the mid fifth century (see below on this discussion).126 This hiatus is surprising, given 
thee large-scale reorganization of the sanctuary, the levelling of the area and the 
constructionn of the first monumental temple which apparently took place around 540/530 
(myy chronology). 

Thee nineteenth-century Italian excavators were already convinced that there had to be 
anotherr deposit containing votive gifts for the period between Votive Deposits I and III . 
Theirr desperate search in the area between the sanctuary and Votive Deposit II I was, 
however,, without result.127 As far as the excavators of Votive Deposit II are concerned, 
thee search is now at an end.128 Yet the possible existence of another deposit relating to 
thee first monumental temple is still an option which deserves attention. As has been said, I 
doo not agree with updating the building of Temple I to 580-540 (see also below), nor with 
thee interpretation of the intermediate period between 540/530 and 490 as a phase 
necessaryy for the construction of Temple It. According to this view, here was a period of 
generall  economical recession (due to various wars) during which all resources were used 
forr the construction of a new temple.129 Thus is the apparent absence of imported 
ceramics,, for instance, explained. The same chronological hiatus is imputed between the 
destructionn of the courtyard buildings and the initial date of Votive Deposit II.130 A 
similarr discrepancy between sacred building and votive material is observed in a number 
off  other Latial cult places and this has been used as confirmation of this theory. However, 
thee comparison refers to the situation in the early fifth century and therefore does not 
hold.131 1 

Myy own view is that Temple I was built shortly after 540/530, on top of the levelling 
stratumm (see below). Without doubt the temple was visited throughout its existence by 
dedicantss offering gifts, as will have been the case with Temple II . Enough fragments of 
importedd pottery have been discovered in and around the temple area to testify to such 

1255 Cf. the short discussion on the absence of votive offerings for this period, in Bouma 1996, I, 84-85. 
1266 I refer here to three kylix fragments (K1-K2 and one not catalogued) in the earliest votive layer 3. These are the only 
itemss providing a Fixed date. 
1277 Barnabei 1896, 167; Bamabei/Mengarelli 1896, 191. 
1288 See Bouma 1996,1, 36-37. 
1299 Bouma 1996,1, 169. 
1300 Bouma 1996,1, 85 and nn. 285 and 287. 
1311 See Bouma 1996,1, 85, with reference to 217, n. 9. This, however, refers to cult buildings and an absence of building 
activitiess in the fifth century. 
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offerings.. Thus far their original provenance within Satricum is unknown. 
Nevertheless,, I would tentatively suggest that they indicate the existence of yet another 
deposit,, the location of which remains obscure.133 

Stratigraphyy and relative chronology of Votive Deposit I I 
Ass has already been mentioned, one of the most important conclusions to be drawn about 
Votivee Deposit II relates to its primary character: i.e. the belief that its contents were 
graduallyy accumulated over time. This conclusion is primarily based on its vertical 
stratigraphy,, in which clearly discernable layers have been interpreted as successive 
chronologicall  strata. Almost each layer of ex-votos is said to have been covered by a 
closingg layer before a new deposit layer was begun.134 In line with this reading of the 
stratigraphy,, the layers have been provided with initial and final dates, neatly linked to 
eachh other and implying a continuous chronological sequence, regardless of the primary or 
secondaryy character of the layers. The presumed diachronic development from bottom to 
topp is alledgedly confirmed by the appearance of new vessel-types in every new votive 
layerr and by signs of technical development in the fabric and surface treatment of the 
pottery. . 

Althoughh this chronological framework appears to be solid, it seems to me that some 
criticall  comments would not be not out of place, especially regarding the arguments upon 
whichh the initial date of the deposit is based. 

Itt is generally acknowledged that architectural terracottas in a stratigraphical context can 
neverr provide the date of a specific layer, but can only be used as a terminus post 
quern.quern.135135 Yet in spite of this, the proposed dates of the earliest two layers of the deposit 
(i.e.(i.e. levelling layer 2 (8th cent.-530) and votive layer 3 (490/480-450)), both seem to 
dependd on the architectural elements encountered within them. 

Inn the case of layer 2, the final date of 530 is linked to the occurrence of 14 fragments 
off  Campanian rooftile attributed to Temple I.136 According to the excavators of Votive 

1322 For a survey of the various fragments of imported pottery dating to the period between the two deposits, see Bouma 
1996,, II, 83, n. 275 (Attic fragments present in the Hellenistic Votive Deposit) and 84, n. 283. Cf. also ibidem, 34 and n. 
122 on the presence of material in the Vill a Giulia store rooms which post-dates the closing of the Archaic Deposit. This 
material,, among which are 18 fragments of a black-glazed Laconian crater and many other black-glazed fragments, was 
recoveredd during investigations in the temple area conducted by Maria Santangelo in the 1950's. The recent re-
examinationn of the Hellenistic Votive Deposit by the Dutch Institute in Rome, revealed another 30 fragments of Attic 
potteryy dated after 540/530 (personal comment from CM. Stibbe). 
1333 Cf. Stibbe 1978, who reports on soundings at the southeast corner of the temple. 
1344 It is repeatedly stated that the deposit contained a series of layers with votive gifts, which were nearly all covered by 
closingg layers before the next votive layer was laid down (see, for instance, Bouma 1996, I, 309). This is easily 
translatedd into the rather simplified picture of a neat vertical stratigraphy, with separate layers of votive gifts alternating 
withh layers of sterile earth, each of which serves as a bed for the following depositions, cf. Prummel, in Bouma 1996, I, 
420.. In reality the situation is far more irregular: for instance, the first levelling layer of sand (no. 4) is in fact lying next 
too the votive assemblages of layer 3, which it is supposed to cover (cf. figs. 33 and 46, Bouma 1996, II); equally, the 
secondd levelling layer (no. 6) only partly covers the assemblages of layer 5 (cf. figs. 48 and 53, Bouma 1996, II) and 
appearss at the same time to be much smaller than the votive layer (no. 8) above it (cf. figs. 53 and 54, Bouma 1996, II). 
Thee latter, for that reason, is in many places lying directly on top of votive layer 3 (cf sections 1-2, on p. 126 and 
sectionn 4, on p. 128, Bouma 1996, II) 
1355 See Knoop 1997, 120-121; also Bouma 1996,1, 86, who agrees with this principle. 
1366 Bouma 1996, II, 45. 
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Depositt II , this temple was destroyed prior to 530.137 

Inn the case of layer 3, the presence of Late-Archaic terracottas attributed to Temple II is 
takenn to indicate the initial date of this layer. The first appearance of these terracottas in 
Satricumm is set around 500/480, the date of construction of Temple II.138 

Inn neither case is the proposed date (final and initial respectively) corroborated by the 
associatedd pottery finds, despite suggestions to the contrary. The three fragments in "oat-
meal""  fabric from layer 2 can hardly be considered a serious candidate for absolute dating. 
Soo far, this kind of pottery is practically unknown.139 Among the other datable pottery 
sherdss mentioned are three fragments of red-slipped bowls, a fabric which (after its first 
appearancee around 540/530) covers the whole of the fifth century.140 

Inn the case of layer 3, the only secure dates are provided by three fragments of kylikes 
datedd to 475-450.141 Instead of corroborating the proposed initial date of 490/480, these 
fragmentss can only serve as a terminus post quern for the layer and its deposition, i.e. after 
475-450.. Moreover, the very fragmented and worn condition of the kylix fragments seem 
too me to indicate a much later date of deposition. 

Onee gets the impression of circular reasoning here, presumably in support of earlier 
proposalss regarding a new chronology for Temples I and II.142 On the one hand, the 
occurrencee of roof elements from the two temples in successive layers of Votive Deposit 
I II  is used to date the layers, while on the other hand the dates suggested for the layers is 
usedd as evidence for the proposed destruction dates of the two temples.143 There is, 
however,, no evidence whatsoever to support a date around 540/530 for the destruction of 
Templee I.144 In fact, the combination of the closing date of Votive Deposit I (540/530) 
andd the fact that "Ionian" elements from the earliest temple (Sacellum or Temple 0) were 
foundd both in this deposit and in the levelling layer underneath Temple I, provides 
irrefutablee evidence for dating the building, and not the destruction, of Temple I around 

1377 See Maaskant-Kleibrink 1991, 51, 105; eadem 1992, 139; Bouma 1996,1, 86. This date is untenable on stratigraphical 
groundss (see below). On the final date of layer 2, see Bouma 1996, I, 309; II, 45. 
1388 On the date of construction of Temple II see, for instance, Lulof 1996, 207-208. In the view of the excavators of 
Votivee Deposit II, the occurrence of Late-Archaic terracottas in layer 3 also implies that Temple II was already in ruins 
att the time this layer was deposited (Bouma 1996, II, 51). The idea that Temple II was destroyed shortly after its 
erectionn was first launched in 1992, in connection with the presence of fifth-century graves on the acropolis, see 
Maaskantt 1992, 142-43. No sign of this destruction has yet been found in the archaeological record. On the dating of 
layerr 3, see Bouma 1996, I, 309; II, 51. 
,399 Bouma 1996, II, 42, 45 and cat. nos. 413-414, pi. XXVI ; see ibidem, 42: "As yet, this fabric is only known from this 
areaa [= south of the temple]". See Maaskant 1992, 25 and 87 on the oat-meal fabric. 
1400 See Bouma 1996, II, 45, 47 and cat. nos. 358-360, pi. XXV. 
1411 Kylikes cat. nos. Kl (assemblage 1) and K2 (assemblage 8) and another specimen, not catalogued, Bouma 1996, I, 
405;; II, 274, pi. CXLIV. Cf. Stibbe 1992, 69, for a similar specimen in the Southwest Necropolis (grave 58.6) with a 
proposedd date of c. 470-450, with references (Gnade 1992a, fig. XVII) . For the other pottery in layer 3 consisting of jars, 
bowls,, teglie and amphoriskoi, all without fixed dates, see Bouma 1996,1, 309 n. 28. 
1422 One of the major claims made for Votive Deposit II is that it provides stratigraphic information which facilitates the 
reconstructionn of the building history of the sanctuary, see for instance Bouma 1996,1, 37. 
1433 See Bouma 1996,1, 85-88 on the dates of Temples I and II, according to data supposedly provided by Votive Deposit 
II . . 
1444 Strangely enough (despite a suggested final date of c. 530) a date for the deposition of levelling layer 2 could not be 
determined.. The suggestion is made that it must have taken place after its closing date, somewhere between c. 530 and 
490/4800 (Bouma 1996, II, 48, n. 60). Obviously, this further undermines the argument for the destruction of Temple I 
aroundd 530 (i.e. the presence of Campanian roof-tile fragments in this layer). 
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540/530.1455 We have nothing to tell us how long this temple stood, apart from the 
apparentt  terminus ante quern supplied by the terracottas of Temple II . Theoretically, 
Templee I may have been destroyed immediately after  its construction, but there is no 
evidencee to support this possibility. 

Neitherr  is there any direct archaeological evidence to place the destruction of Temple II 
inn the early fift h century.146 The only legitimate conclusion that may be drawn from the 
presencee of the Late-Archaic pieces in layer  3 is that the destruction of Temple n, if it 
everr  happened, could only have taken place after the middle of the fift h century (based on 
aa terminus post quern provided by the worn black-glazed items which occur  in the same 
layer). . 

Lett  us now examine the grounds upon which the relative chronology of the other  layers of 
Votivee Deposit II  is based. Although not explicitely stated, the final date of c. 450 for 
layerr  3 seems to be provided by the black-glazed fragments.147 Most of the other  vessels 
cannott  be dated precisely. They occur  throughout all the votive layers of the deposit but, 
ass wil l be shown in the section on the Poggio dei Cavallari which follows, they are also 
recordedd in late sixth-century contexts elsewhere in Latium. 

Noo fixed dates are available for  closing layers 4148, 6!49 and 7150, or  for  votive 
layerr  5.151 Their  relative datings are determined by their  positions between layers 3 and 
8,1522 and by the absence of material which is present in the layer  above. For  the initia l 
datee of layer  8 (440/430) there are again no arguments given other  than that it must be 
laterr  than layer  7, because it was deposited on top of it.153 In fact the chronological 
limit ss of layer  8 (440/430-c. 375) seem to be provided by the time span covered by the 
bulkk  of the material which it contained. Earlier  dated material is present, but not taken into 
account.1544 Other  material dated after  c. 375 is similarly ignored in the chronological 

1455 On the closing date of Votive Deposit I, see CatLazio primitico 1976, 329 and Waarsenburg (forthcoming). On the 
"Ionian""  terracotta decoration of Temple 0 or the so-called Sacellum, see Knoop 1987, 13-71; idem, in CatArea Sacra 
1985,, 105-111. On the sacellum, see De Waele 1981, 24-29; CatArea Sacra 1985, 117-119. On the levelling stratum, see 
Stibbe/Knoopp 1983, 173; Heldring 1984, 98-100; eadem, in CatArea Sacra 1985, 127. 
1466 As matters stand, there is no 'hard' archaeological evidence for a later date of destruction either. The historical 
referencee to Temple II being struck by lightning in 207 (Livy 28, 11,1-3) must therefore be regarded, for the time being, 
ass the only 'evidence' for the continued existence of Temple II until that time. 
1477 Cf. Bouma 1996,1, 309, where it is incorrectly stated that the kylikes provide the initial date for the layer. 
1488 Dated to c. 450. See Bouma 1996, II, 60-61, on layer 4. 
1499 Layer 6 is identified as a secondary stratum of different origin. The material covers the Orientalizing and Archaic 
periodss and should be considered independent of the stratigraphical sequence which dates the deposition to 450-440/430. 
Seee Bouma 1996, II, 66-69, on layer 6. 
1500 Dated to 440/430. See Bouma 1996, II, 70-73, on layer 7. 
1511 A clear example of the neat chronological linking of the successive layers is illustrated by the dating of votive layer 5 
too 450-440/430. According to the excavators there are no direct criteria available for these dates. The final date has been 
determined,, firstly, by the absence of vessels which occur in layer 8 and, secondly, by the initial date of 440/430 which 
iss proposed for that layer (Bouma 1996,1, 310, n. 29). Layer 5, however, has yielded three black-glazed bowls for which 
aa date well into the late fifth century is suggested (B36, 87-88) and also a number of jugs of types I or II with parallels 
inn Veii dating to the late fifth century (Bouma I, 310, and nn. 30-31). This dating is regarded as too late by the 
excavators,, who prefer to adhere to the initial date they have proposed for layer 8, i.e. 440/430 (see below). On layer 5, 
seee Bouma 1996,1, 309-310, and II, 61-66. 
1522 But see n. 134 on the position of the various layers in relation to each other. 
1533 On votive layer 8, see Bouma 1996,1, 310; II, 74-103. 
1544 Cf. for instance, three kylikes with inset lips dated c. 470-450 (K3-5), which supposedly provide the final date of 
layerr 3. The presence of these earlier dated pieces in layer 8 is considered unsurprising, given the occurrence of similar 
specimenss in Votive Deposit HI (Bouma 1996, I, 405). It should be noted, however, that the contents of Votive Deposit 
HII  are the result of a secondary dump (see below). 
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delimitation. . 
Thee initial dates of the next two layers, 10 and 11, are brought in line with the final date 

off  layer 8 (i.e. around 375), although an earlier date is also considered possible.156 From 
thiss level onward the deposit is said to change in character, from a primary offering place 
too a deposit receiving either large concentrations or dumps of votive material (layers 10, 
12)) or dumps of architectural terracotta fragments (layer 11). 

Thee general date of layer 10 is set in the fourth and third centuries, from c. 375 
onwards.. This date is based on a large amount of black-glazed pottery and on other 
datablee material like Genitalia plates and sovra dipinta ceramics.157 The broad time span 
off  the layer is underlined by a small number of Roman coins. Two bronze coins dating to 
275-2555 were found amongst the material deposited in the western part of the layer, near 
thee bottom (!). In the eastern deposition two silver coins dating to around 405-400 were 
recovered,, near the top (!). Their worn condition is seen as an indication of their 
depositionn some decades later, well into the fourth century.158 On account of the coins 
andd their position one can reasonably conclude that layer 10 must indeed have been a 
secondaryy dump. In this case, however, its deposition can only have taken place after 275-
255. . 

Layerr 11 - interpreted as a closing layer of architectural elements - contains 
predominantlyy Late-Archaic material and many small, pottery fragments resembling the 
potteryy in the previous layers.159 The date given for the deposition of this layer appears 
too depend on the chronology provided for the layers underneath. The southern part, west 
off  wall 94, is presumed to have been laid down after 375 (probably via a terminus post 
quernquern provided by layer 8); the deposition of the northern part is set towards the end of 
thee third century. No arguments are given for either dating. 

Thee fifth and last layer of votive material, layer 12, represents a dump of votive material 
resemblingg the contents of the previous votive layers (and likewise containing animal 
remains!).. The architectural elements are predominantly of Late-Archaic fabric. The 
depositionn of this layer is set after that of the architectural closing layer 11, with a 
terminusterminus post quern provided by late third-century black-glazed jugs (not catalogued).160 

Thiss review of the relative chronology of the various layers brings us back to the 
occurrencee of architectural terracottas throughout all layers, and more specifically, to those 
fromm the Late-Archaic Temple. We have already referred to the great volume of terracottas 
(seee Table 1). The only plausible explanation for 15,958 Late-Archaic pieces seems to be 
aa destroyed temple roof. The conclusion which follows must be that the terracottas were 
availablee either at the time the deposit was laid out (in the case of a primary deposit) or at 

1555 See Bouma 1996, I, 310, n. 39. For example, there are parallels from Artena for the decorated jar type Ill f and the 
teglieteglie cat. nos. 28-29a, which are dated to the late fourth/early third centuries. 
1566 See Bouma 1996, I, 311, n. 44 with examples of possible earlier pieces, such as bowl types X and XI and teglia nos. 
35-36.. The marked difference in fabric between the bowls in layer 8 and those in layer 10 (i.e. depurated in layer 8 and 
coarsee in layer 10) is considered a technical development which is assumed to be chronologically defined. However, 
thesee pieces apart, there are many more instances of earlier dated vessels recovered from layer 10, such as teglia nos. 31, 
34,, 38-39, 41, 43, 45 (for which parallels from Veii are given with a terminus ante quern of 380). Furthermore, layer 10 
hass yielded two black-glazed kylikes, one with inset lip dated 470-450 (K6) and one with continuous wall dated 440-430 
(K13). . 
1377 Cf. Bouma, 1996, I, 311; on layer 10, see Bouma 1996, II , 104-117. 
1588 Bouma 1996, I, 311, n. 43. 
lsyy See Bouma 1996, II , 118-119, on layer 11. 
1600 On this layer, see Bouma 1996, I, 311 and II, 120-123. 
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primaryy deposit) or at the time the deposit was closed (in the case of a secondary deposit). 
Ass has been mentioned above, the Late-Archaic terracottas present in the Hellenistic 

Depositt are regarded as an integral part of an enormous dump of material thrown into the 
deposit,, most likely in separate waves, possibly shortly after each other, somewhere in the 
secondd century.161 This reconstruction explains the vertical stratigraphy observed in the 
fil ll  of the deposit, which exhibits clearly distinct layers often sloping towards the centre, 
ass well as Late-Archaic terracottas in both the lower and upper layers. 

Inn the case of Votive Deposit II we are, by contrast, invited to accept the gradual 
accumulationn of its contents over quite a long period, apparently reflected in the 
diachronicc sequence of its layers. In my view, however, the large numbers of Late-
Archaicc terracottas present in all the layers are difficult to reconcile with such a 
chronologicall  progression. To do so would require us to believe that, over a period of 
moree than a century during which the deposit was in continuous use as a primary offering 
place,, the terracottas were lying dispersed over the temple hill . The idea of dedicants 
offeringg their gifts in carefully composed assemblages amidst total ruin, closely observing 
traditionall  'rules' while surrounded by the debris of their most important building, is 
franklyy implausible. Even if we accept the assumption that the temple was no longer 
standing,, it is likely that the Latin dedicants would have cleared the cult area in the same 
wayy as they obviously cleared and prepared the depression which was to receive the 
offerings. . 

TableTable 2. Relative distribution of architectural terracottas in Votive Deposit II 

Personall  communication from B.H. Heldring. See also Heldring 1988, 207-209: eadem 1990, 229-230, for the 
preliminaryy reports on the excavation of the Hellenistic Votive Deposit. 
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Furthermore,, if the deposit had indeed filled up gradually, it would be reasonable to 
expectt that the earliest and lowest depositions would yield a higher percentage of the Late 
Archaicc roof-elements than the later, higher layers. The numbers of roof-elements would 
thenn diminish in the course of time. The opposite is in fact the case: the number of Late-
Archaicc terracottas, decorative as well as plain pieces, increases proportionately with each 
layerr (see above and Table 2 on the relative distribution of architectural terracottas per 
layer).. Even when the considerable differences in quantity and duration of the separate 
layerss are taken into account, the internal distribution per layer of the main fabric groups 
onlyy begins to exhibit an almost complete Late-Archaic predominance from layer 8 
onwards.. It is therefore much more likely, in my view, that the consistent and predominant 
presencee of Late-Archaic terracottas in the upper layers is the result of a secondary dump 
(orr series of dumps deposited shortly after each other), which took place much later than 
thee beginning of the fifth century. 

Otherr  observations regarding the stratigraphy of Votive Deposit II 
Inn the presentation of Votive Deposit II as a gradual accumulation of separate offerings, 
layerr 8 is seen as another primary votive layer despite the fact that it is the one stratum 
whichh clearly invites a different interpretation (i.e. as a layer containing large dumps). 
Quitee apart from the actual presence of vast amounts of material, pottery and roof-
elementss alike, there is even a reference from the excavators themselves to the 
phenomenonn of large-scale dumps in relation to this very layer.162 Several other features 
alsoo imply its secondary character. There is, for instance, the enormous concentration of 
materiall  at its top level, as revealed in two photographs.163 Then there is the very 
characterr of the assemblages, which implies a less structured deposition of the layer. The 
excavatorss seem to recognize the latter, given various references to the shared, vague or 
absentt enclosures of the individual assemblages. At the same time they appear to assume 
thee deliberate deposition of some offerings which do not in fact reflect any system at 
all.1644 Finally, there are various references to the steep slope of the layer (and of those 
underneath).1655 In my view all these factors indicate that, in this case at least, there was 
noo careful deposition of assemblages. 

Onn several occasions we have already referred to the resemblance between the contents of 
votivee layer 8 and those of the dump stratum covering the Late-Archaic road in the Poggio 
deii  Cavallari.166 This resemblance is underlined by the stratigraphical position of both 

mm See Bouma 1996, I, 72, n. 221. 
1633 Cf. Bouma 1996, II, figs. 55, 66. 
1644 There are various references to the deliberate deposition of votive material either upside down or the right way up or 
inn a horizontal position. See, for example, Bouma 1996, II, 75-76. 
1655 See, for instance, Bouma 1996, II, 76-77. But the strong inclination of the depression is already mentioned as the 
reasonn for the fact that part of the material had slipped down the slope, even in votive layer 3 (despite the deposition of 
levellingg layer 2, see Bouma 1996, II, 50). 
1666 The resemblance is especially apparent in the ordinary ware vessels, the dark red tile fragments and the various types 
off  stones. Most of the ordinary vessels whose fragments are found in layer 8 of the deposit have parallels in the dump 
stratumm covering the Late-Archaic road. An important difference is that the dump stratum on the road did not contain 
anyy decorative architectural terracottas and only a few black-glazed items. This is hardly surprising, however, given the 
absencee of religious structures in the Poggio dei Cavallari and the fact that the decorative terracottas were probably used 
exclusivelyy for the temples. It should also be noted that layer 8 itself contained relatively few (and mostly small) 
fragmentss of black-glazed ware (c. 60 fragments). 
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layers.. As will be shown in the next section (Ch. 3.2), the rich stratum of dumped artifacts 
inn the Poggio dei Cavallari is lying on top of a layer  of tufa grit which is there identified 
ass a walking surface or  the sublevel of a pavement (see below, Ch. 3.2). An almost 
identicall  situation is encountered in Votive Deposit n, where the tufa grit is represented 
byy layer  7.167 This layer, in its turn, may be linked to a thick pebble layer  (layer  9) 
whichh has so far  remained outside the discussion of the stratigraphy because of its 
northernn position in the deposit. According to the profil e drawings, however, it is also 
lyingg on top of the sandy sub-layer  6. In view of their  stratigraphical correspondence, I 
wouldd suggest that tufa grit layer  7 and pebble layer  9 belong to one and the same 
stratum,1688 and further  that the combined stratum served as a functional surface, rather 
thann as a separation stratum between two distinct layers of offerings.169 It is not 
impossiblee to envisage a connection between this level and wall z, which stands directly 
onn top of it. 

Thee resemblances between the stratigraphies of Votive Deposit II  and the strata covering 
thee Late-Archaic road seem to extend beyond their  respective dump layers. As wil l be 
shownn in the next section, other  corresponding strata have been recognized in the Poggio 
deii  Cavallari, such as layers of sterile sand {cf. layer  4, deposit) or  secondarily deposited 
sandd {cf layer  6, deposit). 

Wee cannot conclude our  discussion of Votive Deposit II  without paying some attention to 
votivee layer  3.170 This is the first layer  of votive material and the layer  upon which the 
interpretationn of an open primary deposit of separate votive assemblages seems to be 
based.. It covered only a very small area, c. 4 x 5 m., against the sloping eastern edge of 
thee depression. As argued above, this rather  steep incline (given as the reason for  part of 
thee material slipping down) makes the careful deposition of the assemblages most 
unlikely.1711 Moreover, it is surprising to note that nine (!) of the ten identified 
assemblagess of votive offerings were not completely excavated, and that parts of them 
continuedd into the profiles of the respective excavation units.172 The tenth assemblage 
touchess the profile. Despite this situation, it is stated that "each [of the assemblages] was 
surroundedd by a circle composed of fragments of architectonic elements, tufa blocks and 
occasionallyy a storage jar". 173 Close study of the profil e drawings and other  illustration s 
furtherr  reveals that layer  3 is largely covered by layer  8 and only in some places was 
separatedd from it by the secondary layer  6.174 This implies that it is difficul t to attribut e 

161161 Bouma 1996, II, 41, on layer 7. The grit level has been interpreted as an intermediate layer between layer 6 and the 
followingg votive layer 8. In the Poggio dei Cavallari a similarly distinct layer of tufa grit, about 0.10 m. thick, has been 
encounteredd on top of a sandy substratum, the contents of which (a mixture of Orientalizing and Archaic finds) strongly 
recallss layer 6 of Votive Deposit II. The tufa layer in the Poggio dei Cavallari was found in various places, in one case 
directlyy connected with a wall (wall g) to which it has been assigned as a probable walking surface or the sublevel of a 
pavement. . 
1688 Pebbles have also been recorded as an integral element of the tufa grit, alongside wall z for example. 
1699 See Bouma 1996, II, 41, on pebble-layer 9 which is dated after c. 400; see general plan 9 (II, p. 133) for its position 
inn the desposit and section 8 (II, p. 130) for its stratigraphical position. 
1700 Bouma 1996,1, 309; II, 40; 48-59. 
1711 Bouma 1996, II, 50 
1722 See the descriptions of the separate assemblages, Bouma 1996, II, 52-59. 
1733 Bouma 1996, II, 48. 
1744 See Bouma 1996, II, section drawings 1 and 4, figs. 34-35. 
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materiall  to either of these layers, let alone to identify separate assemblages.175 Given this 
combinationn of circumstances, the character of layer 3 must be reconsidered. In my view, 
likee layer 8, it should be identifed as a dump layer. 

Onee final observation on the suggested primary character of Votive Deposit II remains to 
bee made. It is surprising to note that layers 10 and 12, which are regarded as dump layers, 
containn faunal remains identical to those recorded in the 'primary' votive layers. This 
presumess the existence of another place where the offerings were deposited before they 
weree collected and dumped. So while the custom of food offerings has apparently 
remainedd the same during the fourth and third centuries, the primary character of the ritual 
ass expressed in the depositions has now fundamentally shifted. The change is tentatively 
linkedd to the Roman presence in the Pontine region and its impact on cults, including that 
practisedd in Satricum.176 New offerings with a highly individual character, such as 
anatomicall  votives, votive heads and statuettes, appear. According to the excavators of 
Votivee Deposit II , these objects replace the former combined group offerings of vessels 
depositedd in assemblages, a change which is interpreted as a transition from a community-
centredd perception towards a individual-centred perception of the cult. This interpretation 
off  the objects as such may well be useful in a general sense (in considering the contents 
off  Votive Deposit in , for instance). But it is surely stretching the point to connect it with 
thee limited presence of partly preserved terracotta votive objects in Votive Deposit II . To 
thenn link their presence with the disappearance of the assemblages and the simultaneous 
appearancee of large-scale dumps (especially when the traditional food offerings in 
domesticc vessels are seen to continue) seems simply unsustainable. The sporadic 
occurrencee of the terracotta votive objects and of the small black-glazed fragments 
mentionedd earlier (both of which are already present in layer 8) are in my view additional 
indicationss of the secondary character of Votive Deposit II . The few "Roman" ex-votos 
havee presumably ended up by accident amongst the rest of the dumped material. 

Conclusions s 
II  have tried to show that the evidence presented by Votive Deposit II allows for an 
interpretationn quite different from that published by the excavators. Instead of attempting 
too trace diachronic aspects of continuity in order to prove the Latin identity of the deposit, 
itt seems to me far more sensible to regard it as a completely new phenomenon to be 
studiedd on its own merits and in relation to another new discovery in Satricum: the top 
layerss covering the Late-Archaic road in the Poggio dei Cavallari, which are largely 
contemporaryy with Votive Deposit II and present quite similar strati graphical 
characteristics. . 

Despitee the persistent search for traditional elements that may reflect earlier customs, 
feww have actually been found. The evidence presented for religious continuity as reflected 
inn resemblances between Votive Deposits I and II is not very convincing and in some 
instancess even incorrect. This applies especially to the apparent resemblances proposed in 

1755 Cf. for example, Bouma 1996, I, fig. 44. Apart from the pottery attributed to assemblage 8 in layer 3, the picture 
clearlyy reveals another large concentration of pottery fragments in the northeast comer. It is not numbered on the picture 
itself,, nor is it attributed to layer 3 despite being on the same level as assemblage 8. We have to guess as to its 
provenance,, but it probably belongs to votive layer 8, which in this section of the deposit lay directly on top of layer 3. 
mm See Bouma 1996, I, 71-72, 207-208. 
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supportt  of the primar y nature of both deposits. But other  arguments, such as the alleged 
"elementss of Latinity "  (the ritual  re-use of the "sacral"  terracottas, the practice of specific 
foodd offerings) put forward as evidence for  the continuity of former  Latin customs, are 
equallyy dubious. 

Ass it stands, Votive Deposit II  remains a rather  isolated phenomenon that lacks direct 
parallelss in fifth-centur y Latium. It is one of the very few known deposits in Central-Ital y 
(andd the largest so far  discovered) containing votive material that can be firml y dated to 
thee fift h and fourth centuries. Most deposits pre- or  post-date this period and turn out to 
bee much smaller.177 There is, in fact, almost a structural absence of votive material that 
cann be related to fifth-centur y sacred places in Latium.178 

Thee predominant presence of pottery gifts is a phenomenon for  which the only other 
knownn example in Latium is the deposit underneath the church of SS. Stimate at 
Velletri. 1799 Unfortunately, although this deposit is said to consist almost exclusively of 
potteryy gifts, the published information is very limited and it cannot serve as a fully -
fledgedd parallel. Moreover, the specifically domestic character  of the assemblages in 
Votivee Deposit II  has not been observed in any other  fifth-century  site in Latium. Even in 
thee subsequent period, when the offering of vessels occurs more regularly, pottery has 
onlyy been occasionally attested as an exclusive gift. By this time anatomical votives, 
terracottaa heads and statuettes have become the prevailing offerings, as is amply illustrated 
byy the contents of the Hellenistic Votive Deposit in Satricum. 

Soo far  the closest parallels to the deposit (in chronological and material terms at least) 
seemm to come from within Satricum itself. Comparable assemblages of identical vessels 
withh a similar  predominance of jars and bowls have been found in the fifth-centur y graves 
inn the Southwest Necropolis (Ch. 3.3) and on the acropolis (Ch. 3.1.2). Although 
representingg a different sphere, it is the graves from these cemetries (and the burial 
practicess related to them) which in fact constitute the best parallels for  the study of fifth -
centuryy customs and rituals and for  the identification of cultural background. 

Furthermore,, identical material has been found in the dump layer  on top of the Late-
Archaicc road in the Poggio dei Cavallari. Partly in very large fragments and in some cases 
nearlyy complete, these pottery finds likewise occur  in combination with enormous 
quantitiess of til e fragments and stones. This find-complex also resembles Votive Deposit II 
inn aspects of its stratigraphy. 

Inn my analysis of the chronological framework put forward for  the individual layers of 
Votivee Deposit II , I have been unable to find hard evidence to support the neat 
chronologicall  divisions proposed. The layers distinguished show either  too few datable 
elementss or  too much chronological overlap. There are even stronger  objections to the 
initia ll  date proposed for  the deposit. 

Itt  seems that the whole idea of a relative chronology is based on the assumption that the 
deposit'ss stratigraphy is vertical. Close inspection, however, casts doubt on a conveniently 
neatt  layering. There is in fact a strong resemblance to the stratigraphy of Votive Deposit 
III ,, which exhibits a series of distinctly sloping layers. The latter  have been explained as 

1777 Bouma 1996, I, 5, 216. 
1788 Cf. Bouma 1996, I, 217, n. 9 with a summary of cult places in Latium dating to the fifth century and lacking votive 
offerings. . 
1799 Bouma 1996,1, 217 Fortunati 1989, 57-87; 89-104; eadem, in CatGrande Roma 1990, 199-206. 
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thee result of various dumps thrown into the deposit, probably in quick succession, and 
datedd (on the basis of a few Roman coins encountered in the top closing layer) not before 
thee second century. A similar reconstruction should, in my view, be considered for the lay-
outt of Votive Deposit n. The same arguments which cast doubt on the proposed relative 
chronologyy would seem to support the idea of subsequent dumps. If to these we add the 
suspectt identification of marked assemblages, the steep slope of some of the votive strata 
andd the occurrence of Late-Archaic tiles in the lowest as well as the highest layers, the 
casee for regarding Votive Deposit II as a dump begins to look very strong. 

3.1.22 The acropolis graves 

Stronglyy connected to Votive Deposit II , both in time and in cultural background, is a 
smalll  fifth-century cemetery situated along the Via Sacra at the southwest corner of the 
sanctuary.. Graves were in fact recorded here in excavations at the beginning of the 
twentiethh century. Until recently, however, these excavations were virtually unknown. The 
excavatedd material was 'hidden', together with the excavation diary, in the store-rooms of 
thee Vill a Giulia, and was only discovered by accident, packed in a large wooden box.180 

Itt then emerged that the excavations prematurely concluded ten years before had been 
resumedd between 1907-1910. Many soundings were then carried out in various parts of the 
site,, both on the acropolis and in the lower settlement. At least three graves were 
discoveredd during the excavation of a hut feature on the acropolis.181 Their specific 
locationn was not recorded, but the description of the burials and of finds related to them 
suggestss that the graves can be attributed to the burial ground recently discovered to the 
southwestt of Temple II (see below). 

Thee graves discovered in 1909 are summarily described in the excavation diary. They are 
numberedd 1-3 in Ginge's publication. Grave 1 contained no burial gifts and only some 
badlyy preserved bone fragments. The other two still contained skeletal remains, of which 
thosee in grave 3 were attributed to a child. Both contained vases of types known from the 
Southwestt Necropolis (Ch. 3.3). Among these were a stamnos made of orange buff clay of 
aa soft quality (grave 2) and fragments of a jar of reddish brown semi-coarse fabric of the 
typee with holes in the lip and a small jug of fine clay (grave 3). A bronze fibula which 
wass reportedly found in an Iron Age ditch has also been attributed to the graves (by 
Ginge).. The description and the contents of the graves strongly suggest that these were 
fifth-centuryy burials identical to those excavated in the Southwest Necropolis.182 

Thee three graves then appeared to be part of a larger necropolis, which was finally 
discoveredd and partly excavated between 1985-1991.183 Some 35 graves were 
documented,, 11 of which have been excavated. As in the Southwest Necropolis, the graves 

1800 The excavations 1907-1910 were published in 1996 by B. Ginge. 
1811 This excavation was conducted on April 29-30, in 1909, see Ginge 1996, 125-126. 
1822 It is not unlikely that many more graves were discovered on the acropolis already during the excavations at the end of 
thee nineteenth century. See, for instance, R. Mengarelli's plan of the western part of the acropolis, which reveals, 
amongstt the rectangular Iron Age hut plans, the clear outlines of eight fossae aligned in two different directions 
(publishedd in Waarsenburg 1995a, pi. II). 
1833 See the preliminary publication in Maaskant-Kleibrink 1992, 101-105. 
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aree aligned in two main directions: i.e. NW/SE and NE/SW. They contain similar vases, 
whichh are identically placed in the tombs (either at the head or the feet of the deceased) 
andd varying in number between one and six pieces. With one possible exception, no 
weaponss have been recorded. Other personal objects occur with some regularity, including 
twoo bronze finger-rings, an iron fibula and a glass bead. The graves themselves are of a 
typee also found in the Southwest Necropolis. They consist of a simple rectangular fossa, 
occasionallyy provided with benches along the long or short sides. Two double burials were 
encountered,, each containing an adult and a child. 

3.1.33 Conclusions 

Bothh Votive Deposit II and the fifth-century graves on the acropolis can be regarded as 
featuress deriving from the same cultural background. This conclusion can be justified by 
thee resemblances between the objects which are found in the two find-complexes and by 
theirr corresponding chronologies. There is not yet agreement, however, as to the ethnic 
naturee of this cultural background and this question has come to dominate the debate on 
thee fifth-century remains in Satricum. 

Ass has been shown, the excavators' interpretation of Votive Deposit II is characterized 
byy the search for elements of continuity with previous periods, i.e. with the Latin past. It 
iss clear that a similar approach cannot be applied to the phenomenon of the burials. In an 
areaa which for centuries had been devoted to the gods, graves are suddenly laid out in 
whatt appears to be a formal burial ground. This fact alone is remarkable and can be 
regardedd as a marked break with the preceding period. It becomes even more unusual 
whenn considered against the background of the general absence of graves in the 
archaeologicall  record of fifth-century Latium (see below, Ch. 3.3). To explain these facts 
inn terms of a changed urban concept, in turn the result of economic decline and a 
reductionn in the number of Latin inhabitants, seems far too simple to me.184 The 
remainingg Latins would not have abandoned firmly established sacral rules so easily. 

Inn the discussion of the deposit, I have argued that the enormous body of vessels 
encounteredd in the deposit northwest of the temples should be interpreted as a secondary 
dumpp of objects created after (or as the direct result of) a large-scale clean-up of the area. 
Thiss implies that the vessels originate from another context. Their general character, which 
cann be classified as predominantly domestic pottery, suggests that the majority of the finds 
shouldd therefore be attributed to the domestic sphere. As will be shown in the next 
section,, identical vessels have been encountered in remarkably similar circumstances in the 
topp layers excavated in the Poggio dei Cavallari. There they have been interpreted as the 
debriss of destroyed habitations nearby. Unfortunately, as on the acropolis, the remains of 
thee dwellings in this particular area have not been preserved. Their original existence is, 
however,, to be presumed. 

Ass to the faunal remains encountered amongst the vessels in Votive Deposit n, these 
shouldd in my view be read as the remains of ordinary meals, without any ritual 

Seee Kleibrink 1997, 147-151; cf. also Attema et al. 1992, 75-86, and Nijboer et al. 1995, 2-4. 
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connotation.. Similar fauna] remains have been encountered among the pottery fragments in 
thee Poggio dei Cavallari, albeit not in the same quantity. 

Finally,, on the basis of the sudden appearance of burials, we can conclude that the 
acropoliss indeed underwent a major change in occupation during the early fifth century. 
Habitationn of the area, however, seems to have continued, despite the recorded absence of 
habitationn remains. The people who lived and buried their dead on the acropolis were, in 
myy view, not Latins, for the simple reason that such practices were contrary to basic Latin 
rules.. For the real identity of these people we must look to other fifth-century graves, 
whichh have been excavated in other parts of ancient Satricum. As wil l be shown, these can 
bee identified as the burials of quite another ethnic group, which lived in Satricum during 
thee fifth century and practised customs very different from those of their Latin 
predecessors. . 

3.22 THE LOWER SETTLEMENT AREA OF THE POGGIO DEI CAVALLARI 

Introductio n n 
Thee Post-Archaic phase of Satricum is mainly encountered in the lower urban settlement, 
inn the area known as the Poggio dei Cavallari (Fig. 1). As was noted in the preceding 
chapter,, this is the only zone of the ancient site that has so far yielded a stratigraphical 
continuityy covering the Archaic and Post-Archaic periods. Archaeological research of the 
areaa has revealed a monumental road, the course of which has been traced - with an 
interruptionn of about 50 m - for c. 140 m. The construction of the road has been set in the 
lastt quarter of the sixth century. It appears to have been laid in a natural depression about 
100 m wide, at the bottom of which were recorded remains of an earlier road phase. 
Comingg from the direction of either Ardea or Antium, the road probably connected the 
lowerr settlement with the acropolis and as such would have constituted the main artery of 
thee town (see Ch. 2.1). 

Thiss chapter wil l deal with the fifth-century history of the road. This begins with its 
destructionn and subsequent restoration, at some point in the late sixth or early fifth 
centuriess (walls &, g/i, j ; Fig. 7). The most conspicuous feature of the subsequent Post-
Archaicc period is a series of long walls situated in the western part of the area (a/b), while 
excavationss in the eastern part have revealed the comer of a rectangular stucture (z) that 
cann be dated to the same period. The latter lies in the only part of the terrain which has 
remainedd untouched by recent levelling activity. In addition, the area to the north of the 
roadd has yielded graves that can also be dated to the fifth century (Figs. 4-5, 20; PI. 42). 

3.2.11 The later  history of the road 

Probablyy shortly after its construction (see below) - the exact moment is not yet 
establishedd - the Late-Archaic road leading up to the acropolis was severely damaged. This 
involved,, amongst other things, a great fire, indications of which have been observed 
throughoutt the excavation area. The clearest evidence of the fire was found in section II . 
Heree part of the original pavement of tufa chunks had remained in situ, but had clearly 
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beenn exposed to heat since the tufa was pink and purple in colour. Elsewhere the 
pavementt must have been largely destroyed. In the middle of the road it was absent 
throughout,, as if it had been intentionally broken up. 

Inn the western part of the excavation area the side walls of the road are generally well 
preserved.. Only in the westernmost section, HI, do the tops of the upper blocks show 
somee traces of damage. In the eastern part of the excavation area, the destruction was 
muchh more comprehensive. In the two soundings which were conducted in the highest 
pointt of the preserved land, which is above the presumed continuation of wall c', no 
remainss of the wall itself were recorded. However, as wil l be shown below, one of the 
soundingss did yield a substantial terra battuta that may have replaced the older pavement. 

Thee western part of the excavation area 
Thee events that took place after the destruction of the Late-Archaic road are best 
understoodd from the remains in the western part of the excavation area (Fig. 5). These 
suggestt that the road underwent a restoration during which the road level was raised by 
meanss of a layer of sand. New side walls were erected along its north side and a new 
surfacee laid down on top of the sandy layer. It can be argued that the rectangular 
structuress g/i and y', and possibly wall stretch k, belonged to this restoration phase. The 
argumentss in favour of this reconstruction will be discussed in detail below. Owing to the 
factt that the restoration layers have only been encountered in sections II, IIA and III , the 
descriptionn of this phase wil l be restricted to these soundings. 

Structur ee g/i 
Structuree g/i comprises two walls meeting at right angles (Fig. 7; PI. 18). Close to the nor-
thernn side of wall d and partially lying against it, a long stretch of wall (g) runs for c. 10 
mm in an east-west direction. In contrast to the adjacent wall d, this wall consists of a single 
coursee of red-brown tufa blocks (PI. 17). Though rectangular in shape, the blocks are 
ratherr irregular in size. In some places they show some damage. It seems that they have 
beenn recycled. 

Walll  g stands on top of the sandy layer which had clearly been laid down to carry a new 
roadd surface. In section II , this sandy layer was encountered on both sides of wall g (Figs. 
13-14)) - to the south it covered wall d and most of the burnt pavement, while to the north 
itt extended for at least 1.50 m, reaching the northern edge of the natural depression in 
whichh the road had been laid (see above). The sandy layer was covered by a distinct layer 
off  tufa grit about 0.10 m thick. This layer was also encountered on both sides of wall g, to 
thee top of which it was connected. It consisted of very small pieces of white tufa mixed 
withh some larger pieces. To the north of wall g it covered a surface about 2.00 m wide 
extendingg to the edge of the depression. To the south it could be followed for about three 
quarterss of the width of the road. From this point the layer became vague and probably 
joinedd the original pavement of the road, or continued towards wall a/b (see below). 

Thee foundations of wall g begin about 0.50 m above the top of road wall d (Figs. 13-14). 
Itt seems likely that it was originally connected to N-S wall i, though the actual junction is 
disturbedd (Pis. 18-19). Like wall g, wall i is one block high and the likely replacement of 
walll  ƒ on a higher level (see Ch. 2.1). Its blocks are of rather irregular shapes and sizes. 
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Walll  i seems to closely follow the course of the natural depression which here widens to 
thee north. It seems that this widening has been integrated into the lay-out of the new 
situation,, as was done in the Late-Archaic phase of the road via the construction of 
structuree e-f (see Ch. 2.1). 

Structure,/ / 
Sixteenn metres west of wall i, another rectangular structure has been recorded north of the 
roadd (structure j). This comprises two walls of large brown tufa blocks similar to those in 
thee road walls (Fig. 5; Pis. 20-22). The walls consist of a short N-S stretch of 2.60 m 
whichh is connected at right angles to an E-W stretch of 3.60 m. Further excavation 
towardss the west would probably reveal the continuation of the E-W stretch, and perhaps a 
thirdd wall lying at right angles to its far end. 

Comparedd to structure i/g, structure j gives a far more solid impression. Its walls are 
foundedd in the virgin soil and the blocks are larger, comparable to those in the road walls. 
Thee E-W wall consists of two courses of blocks laid in headers and showing a receding 
ridgee along their external edges on the south side. Originally the wall probably had a third 
coursee or some kind of superstructure, as is suggested by various holes in the upper 
surfacess of the blocks. 

Thee N-S stretch has been clearly adapted to the rising level of the depression to the 
north,, changing from two courses to one from the south (Fig. 9,a; PI. 22;). An interesting 
detaill  is here provided by the external facing of the blocks. Following the rising level of 
thee ground, the obviously visible surfaces have been smoothened, while the lower parts 
whichh were embedded in the earth have been left rough. In order to accomodate the 
northernmostt block of this stretch of wall, a rectangular hole has been cut in the virgin 
soil.. Two smaller, white tufa blocks have been placed along the north and west sides, 
fillin gg in this foundation trench (PL 22). 

Ann interesting phenomenon has been recorded along the lower exteriors of both walls. 
Alongg the N-S stretch, following the slope of the virgin soil down to the southeast corner 
off  the structure, there were a large number of irregularly shaped lime-stone rocks of 
variouss size (Pis. 20-22). These continued in even larger concentration around the corner 
off  the structure and along part of the E-W wall, obviously fillin g in the space between the 
roadd wall d and the lowest blocks of wall j . 

Similarr rocks have been recorded with some consistency in other parts of the excavation. 
Theyy were found, for example, in direct combination with road walls c and d, but always 
highh up or on top of the walls, as if replacing missing blocks. Obviously they post-date 
thee earlier construction of the road, both here and by the walls of structure j . 

Thesee rocks are a remarkable feature of the excavation, since limestone does not occur 
inn the geology of Satricum. Their provenance is probably to be found in the Monti 
Lepini.1855 Outside the road area, similar rocks are few in Satricum. Several limestone 
blockss were used in the construction of the enclosure wall (94) of Votive Deposit II , and 
onee limestone rock has been recorded in the fill. 186 Another block, with hewn and 

Personall  communication from T. Arnoldus-Huyzendveld. 
Boumaa 1996, II, 76. 
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flattenedflattened sides, was found in grave 135 of the Southwest Necropolis. 

Structuree j , though clearly of a different character, appears to belong to the same 
restorationn phase as structure g/i. This conclusion is based on the stratigraphical evidence. 
AA similar sandy layer was found against its E-W wall, covering both the limestone fil l and 
roadd wall d (Fig. 15). The receding ridge of the E-W wall appears to be connected to a 
well-definedd layer of compressed yellowish tufa lumps laid on top of the sandy layer and 
thee limestone rocks. In comparison to the tufa layer in section n, that in section IIA is 
thickerr but less closely packed. Its slope could be followed from the point of the receding 
edgee of wall  j , down towards the south for a distance of about 1.40 m. Unfortunately, no 
connectionn could be established between this layer and the original (burned) pavement of 
thee road since the central part of this section has not been excavated. 

Thee function of structure j is unclear, but the walls were probably part of a building. As 
wee have mentioned, the holes in the blocks of the E-W wall imply a third course of tufa 
blocks.. Further, the vague remains of a kind of tufa battuta were encountered on the 
insidee of the walls, immediately below the present surface of the ground. In the western 
profilee of section IIA , this battuta can be followed for c. 2.50 m to the south (Fig. 15). Its 
presencee suggests that the tufa layers recorded on top of the sandy substratum in sections 
III  and HA should be read as working or preparation levels, lying underneath the actual 
walkingg surface, as represented by the remains of the battuta. 

Anotherr indication of a higher original elevation for wall j is its solid foundation in the 
virginn soil and the additional stability given to it by the limestone fil l packed against the 
lowestt course of blocks under the sand.188 From a technical point of view, the structure 
recallss the solidity that has been generally observed in the construction of the road walls. 
Att the same time, it recalls the large building located behind the temple of Mater Matuta 
onn the acropolis. This building reveals a similar level of care in the execution of both 
structurall  and technical details.189 

Sectionn II I 
Thee situation recorded in section in differed from those in the other two sections, II and 
IIA .. Here the original pavement of the road was almost completely absent, with the 
exceptionn of a small strip on top and against the upper block of wall c (Figs. 16-17; PI. 5; 
seee Ch. 2.1). Instead, a greyish sandy layer mixed with pebbles was encountered between 
thee side walls (c and d) of the road, just below the level of the original pavement and 
underneathh a thick stratum of ancient artifacts attributable to the youngest, Post-Archaic 
phasee of the road (see below). This sandy-pebble layer can probably be identified as the 
remainss of the substratum of the original pavement of the Late-Archaic road. Furthermore, 
aa layer of small, closely packed, reddish coloured tufa lumps was recorded on top of side 
walll  d to the north (Pis. 23-24). Their position suggests that the function of these lumps 
mayy have been similar to that of the tufa layers encountered in direct relation to walls g 
andd j in sections II and IIA . The existence of another wall, just like walls g and j , to the 
northh of the road, can be inferred from a rectangular indentation in the virgin soil (Fig. 

Gnadee 1992a, 344. 
Itt is also possible that the limestone rocks were specifically meant for drainage. 
Gnadee 1997a, 42-45, figs. 3-6. 
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16).. Unfortunately, the remains in this particular section are much less well preserved. 

Walll  oft 
Ass the layers on top of the restored road suggest, there must have been a second and more 
radicall  raising of the road level. Wall a/b constitutes the most impressive structure that 
cann be associated with this last phase of the road (Figs. 4-5). Its remains were uncovered 
forr c. 45 m and consist of at least three different stretches of wall, constructed alternately 
inn white and red-brown tufa blocks. Its course follows that of the road, implying a close 
connectionn between the two. The largest stretch measures c. 34 m and is constructed of 
rectangularr blocks of white tufa. Their top surfaces are larger than those of the red-brown 
blockss in the other walls, but they are thinner (Pis. 25-27). In length they vary between 
0.366 and 1.20, but in width and height they are far more regular: 0.60-0.70 and 0.20-0.30 
m,, respectively. The highest preserved section, the western end, still contains five courses 
off  tufa blocks (PL 33). 

Inn contrast to the red-brown walls, the white wall has two different facings. An irregular 
surfacee caused by the projecting edges and corners of the blocks suggests that the south 
facee was either of no importance or not visible (PI. 26). On the north face, however, the 
threee upper courses have been smoothened, while the lower blocks still have their original 
roughh surfaces (Pis. 31-32). At the eastern end of wall a (and probably in other places) a 
shortt wall of c. 1 m was constructed at right angles to the irregular south face of the white 
wall.. Only the lower parts of the lowest course of white tufa blocks were preserved. This 
walll  (and others like it) may be tentatively identified as supporting walls or buttresses. 

Thee long, white wall a was laid in a foundation trench dug into the virgin soil along the 
edgee of the natural depression followed by the road. A strip of c. 0.30 m of the foundation 
trenchh was still visible along the south side of the wall. Its fil l contained both large and 
smalll  pieces of white tufa. On the north side the foundation trench was less clearly 
recognizable.. It could be established, however, that in some places it was cut into the 
earlierr fil l belonging to the construction of road wall c. The two ends of the white wall are 
connectedd on the north with stretches of wall built of red-brown tufa blocks (b): to the 
west,, one red-brown wall disappears below the vineyard where it is presumably further 
preservedd (PL 34); to the east, the other red-brown wall can be followed for c. 13 m. The 
blockss are similar to those of road walls c and d. Despite their different character, both the 
whitee and the red-brown walls seem to belong to the same phase of construction. Presu-
mablyy the red-brown tufa blocks of wall b were first used in an earlier structure and then 
recycledd when white wall a was built. Be that as it may, the joints between the various 
stretchess clearly demonstrate adaptations of one wall to another. For example, in the 
easternn red-brown wall b the first two blocks of the upper course are laid as headers, 
whereass all its other blocks are laid as stretchers (Pis. 28-29). The headers neatly match 
thee last two blocks of the white wall, which in their turn are squarer than the other blocks 
inn this wall. A similar, well-considered adjustment is seen on the west side (PL 34). Here, 
thee first (and lowest) block of the red-brown wall b is laid as a header, almost against the 
northh side of white wall a. The three other visible blocks of wall b are laid as stretchers. 
Thee space between the two walls was filled in with smaller tufa blocks. 

Al ll  this suggests that the staggering of wall a/b was intentional, perhaps to strengthen its 
construction.. The system of staggered walls probably continued to the east, as is indicated 
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byy the fact that the easternmost block of the eastern red-brown wall is again laid as a 
header.. Against its south side the lower  part of a white block was uncovered, no doubt the 
firstt  block of a new white wall. Unfortunately, from this point onward, the modern ground 
levellevel begins to slope down and the highest parts of the ancient remains in this area have 
beenn levelled away. 

Thee fact that the foundation trench of white wall a cuts into the foundation fil l of road 
walll  c makes it clear  that the former  was built after  the road. Other  evidence collected in 
thee highest preserved parts of the area confirms this sequence. In sections II , HA and HI , a 
thickk stratum of remarkably clean, almost sterile sand was encountered against the lower 
northh side of the white wall a. It also covered the southern road wall b and the adjacent 
layerr  of tiles (Figs. 13-17; Pis. 31-32, 37).190 This sandy stratum undoubtedly belongs to 
thee building phase represented by white wall a. In addition to the creation of a new level, 
thee sand also stabilized the foundations of the wall. A similar  stabilizing function for  sand 
hass been observed in relation to walls g/i and j , north of the road (Figs. 13-15). 

Myy reconstruction of the building of walls a/b is as follows. White wall a was erected 
first ,, followed by the eastern and western stretches of wall b, which began just to the 
northh of wall a at each end. This sequence can be inferred from section I, where the 
foundationn trench along the north side of white wall a is cut through to accomodate the 
firstt  blocks of the eastern stretch of wall b. After  the erection of white wall a, sand was 
laidd against the lowest unsmoothed blocks which were thereby rendered invisible. As 
remarkedd above, this sand was recorded only in the higher  preserved part of the western 
areaa (sections II , II A and HI, Figs. 13-17). Subsequently, the western red-brown tufa wall 
bb was constructed on the newly created sand surface. A second layer  of sand was then laid 
againstt  the lowest blocks of this wall. Pan-tiles (probably complete specimens) were laid 
inn the sand underneath the lowest corner  block of the western red-brown wall, probably to 
addd further  stability (Fig. 16; PL 30). Among these tiles - and important with regard to the 
chronologyy of the wall - is one specimen of Late-Archaic white fabric. A second large 
fragmentt  of the same fabric occurs in association with this wall (PI. 45). It was found in 
thee sand fill,  leaning upright against the lowest block. 

Onee further  detail in the construction of the walls is worthy of mention. The foundations 
off  western red-brown wall b are markedly less deep than those of white wall a, the red-
brownn wall beginning at the thir d course of white blocks. The reason for  this is unclear. 
Originally ,, both walls were probably higher  than their  preserved height in section HI, 
whichh is five and two courses respectively (Fig. 9; Pis. 33). 

Thee upper  blocks of wall a were probably chiselled in situ. Section II A revealed the 
remainss of a thin layer  of compressed white tufa (0.05-0.10 m), which partly covered the 
sandd lying against the lowest unworked blocks (Fig. 15; Pis. 31-32). This layer  sloped 
downn from the white wall towards the north and was preserved for  a distance of about 1 
m.. Although far  less thick, it recalls the compressed remains of tufa recorded in various 
placess against the lowest blocks of road walls c and d (see Ch. 2.1). 

Thee tiles have been identified as a gutter covering the foundation trench of road wall c (see above, Ch. 2.1). 
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Onee or  two phases in the rebuildin g of the road? 
Itt is tempting to connect the sand stratum against wall a/b with the sandy layer covering 
walll  d, documented on the other side of the road (see above; Figs. 13-15). This would 
simplifyy the reconstruction, identifying wall a/b as part of the same restoration phase of 
thee road as the structures g/i and j to the north. No direct connection could be established 
betweenn the two layers, however, and in fact their composition is quite different. The sand 
stratumm on the north side contains comparatively many finds (cat. nos. 13-35), while that 
too the south is predominantly sterile. Nor was it possible to establish a direct connection 
betweenn any of the tufa layers associated with the northern structures (g/i and j) and wall 
a/b.a/b. Moreover, as wil l be shown below, the stratigraphy of the upper levels indicates that 
thee structures to the north of the road were no longer in use at the time that wall a/b was 
standingg erect. 

Anotherr important argument supporting a later date for wall a/b is supplied by a 
significantt difference in the size of the blocks used in white wall a. Obviously at the time 
off  their manufacture, another metrical system was current.191 Indeed, wall a/b is so 
whollyy different in character that its attribution to a later period is amply justified. 
Althoughh well constructed, it gives an impression of having been built in a rather hasty 
manner.. There are gaps and holes between the individual blocks that have been filled with 
smalll  tufa lumps. Similarly revealing is the fact that some of the red-brown blocks in wall 
bb did not fit tightly. In section II I a large gap between the first and second block of the 
westernn red-brown wall b was filled in for its full height with a complete roof-tile (PI. 30). 
Suchh solutions are not found in the earlier structures. 

Givenn these differences, it may be concluded that the road underwent two successive 
phasess of rebuilding. To the first belong structures g/i and j , and probably wall stretch k 
(nott excavated). To the second we can attribute wall a/b. As will be shown below, this 
walll  is connected to a thick stratum of ancient material that appears to have been dumped 
onn the road in order to raise its level for a second time. 

Thee strata associated with wall a/b 
Inn the three sections II , II A and HI, the sandy layer against wall a/b covered a width of c. 
1.200 to 2.00 m towards the north (Figs. 13-17; PL 37). At that point the sand halted 
abruptly,, as if it had been dug out, and was bordered by a thick stratum, c. 0.50 m deep, 
containingg a large and varied assortment of tufa lumps, a huge number of fragments of 
roof-tiless (predominantly red, but also some white Late-Archaic), many large fragments of 
potteryy (some nearly complete) and a lot of animal bones.192 The roof-tiles seem to form 
twoo separate layers in this stratum, one at the bottom and one at the top (see below for a 
discussionn of the contents of this stratum). 

Thee composition of this stratum would seem to identify it as an ancient dump. It is 
probablyy contemporary with the sandy layer against wall a/b, even though it apparently 
cutss through it. Unfortunately, as has been already observed, the sandy layer is almost 
sterilee and has yielded only a very few small and undiagnostic finds. However, in section 
II II  it appeared as if both the sandy layer and the adjacent dump were covered by a tufa 

1911 Cf. Cifani 1998, 363 with references in n. 25, on the different metrical systems applied in the construction of walls in 
thee Archaic and Post-Archaic periods; also Lugli 1957, 189-193. 
1922 The animal bones are presently being studied by C. Cavallo of the archeo-zoological department of the University of 
Amsterdam.. They comprise a broad spectrum of animal remains. 
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layerr (Fig. 16). This tufa layer also lay against wall a/b, implying a simultaneous lay-out. 
Itss composition is best defined as compact tufa grit. Pebbles are also recorded. It probably 
constitutedd the final surface of the raised road, laid on top of the sand against the walls 
andd elsewhere on the dump material. Unfortunately, due to the fact that section in was 
locatedd in the highest preserved part of the excavation's western area, this layer of tufa 
gritt has not been recorded anywhere else in this location. However, as will be shown 
below,, a comparable layer (identified as a battuta) has been encountered in the upper 
levelss of the eastern part of the excavation. 

Thee dump stratum in sections II, HA and UI covered the entire width of the road (Figs. 
13-17;; PL 37). In sections II and Ha it continued as a thick stratum above walls g and j , 
clearlyy indicating its later date. At this point it constituted the top layer of the sections, 
lyingg immediately under the present humus. 

Thee bottom of the dump stratum in section HI was recorded at quite a deep level 
betweenn the road walls c and d (Fig. 16). It lay on top of the greyish sandy layer mixed 
withh pebbles, presented above as the remains of the substratum of the original pavement 
off  the Late-Archaic road. The way in which the dump had been used to fill  holes in the 
roadd and to create a new level is here very visible. 

Sectionn HI is the only section in the western part of the excavation which provides a 
higherr (and more recent) ancient stratum (Fig. 16). This is c. 0.75 m thick and was lying 
onn top of the tufa grit. It contained many fragments of roof-tiles - including a lot of white, 
Late-Archaicc examples - and pottery. Although some nearly complete vases were recorded, 
thee fragments of pottery were generally smaller than in the dump underneath. Softer and 
moree powdery fabrics also seem to occur more often (see below for a discussion of the 
contentss of this stratum). The top layer in section III can be equated with the upper levels 
recordedd in the highest point of the preserved land in the eastern part of the excavation 
(seee below). 

Functionn of wall a/b 
Walll  a/b occupies a special position in the interpretation of the Post-Archaic phase of the 
road.. As has been shown, the structure belongs to a rebuilding phase and probably served 
ass a side wall to the road. But it also exhibits several striking features that point to an 
additionall  function, perhaps as a retaining, or even a defensive, wall. There is its 
remarkablee staggered course, for example, which may be explained as a structural element 
designedd to strengthen the wall. Its preserved height in section III , at least five courses, 
exceedss that of all other walls excavated so far. The fact that it extends above the layer of 
tufaa grit laid against it may imply that the wall was originally even higher. Further, there 
iss the absence of a counterpart on the opposite side. Other interesting aspects are the two 
differentt facings to the blocks and the probable presence of buttresses at the back. 

Regardingg the difference in facing between the back and front of the wall, it is possible 
thatt the blocks have been left unworked because they were going to be invisible. The back 
off  the wall may have been covered, by a mound of earth and stones, for example. In 
severall  places the foundation trench along the south side was covered with white tufa 
lumps.. Given their position immediately below the present surface, these were initially 
interpretedd as the remains of blocks scraped off the top of the wall by the plough. 
However,, their occurrence in combination with what look like buttresses at the back may 
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indicatee a more specific function. All in all, the structure resembles some kind of rampart. 

Parallelss in Antiu m and Castel di Decima 
Noo other example of the wall type represented by wall a/b has so far been recorded in 
Satricum.. Elsewhere, however, the facing wall of the agger at Antium offers an interesting 
parallel,, without implying any direct relationship between the two walls.193 The 
defensivee works of Castel di Decima may also be proposed as a likely parallel, by virtue 
off  the shape of its back-wall or mura di contra scarpa.m 

Thee facing wall of the agger of Antium is constructed in opus quadratum, in the local 
stonee called macco. A recently restored section is five courses high with a maximum 
preservedd height of c. 1.40 m. A marked resemblance with wall a in Satricum can be 
observedd in the shape and size of the blocks. Like those in white wall a, the blocks in the 
Antiumm wall are elongated in shape, comparatively shallow in height (between c. 0.26-0.29 
m)) and with a thickness of c. 0.57-0.60 m. In length, however, they are far more regular, 
measuringg between 0.80-0.90 m. Unlike in Satricum, the Antium blocks are laid in 
alternatingg courses of headers and stretchers,195 but a further similarity is observed in the 
blockss of the lowest two courses. These are slightly projecting and have been left with 
theirr original rough surfaces, which form a kind of embossing. The blocks of the higher 
coursess have clearly been smoothened in situ. It is further to be noted that the wall stands 
onn rather a sterile stratum, c. 0.50 thick, which was probably put down to form a stable 
foundation.196 6 

Off  course, white wall a in Satricum, being only one course thick (compared to the three 
orr four courses in Antium) and with only a vague indication of a mound behind, pales by 
thee side of the rampart of Antium. Even in its present state of preservation this 
constructionn still recalls its former grandeur, which was celebrated in antiquity.197 Yet 
Satricumm was much smaller than Antium, and we would not expect to find such 
monumentall  defences there. Wall a/b in Satricum, modest though it is, may well have 
performedd a defensive function.198 For the moment, we have to be content with 
resemblances,, such as in the elongated shape and low height of the blocks and the 
embossingg and slight projection along their lower courses. Unfortunately, the date of the 

,933 See Guidi 1980, 41-42; Guaitoli 1981a, 83-87; idem 1984, 366, 368, 371. Most recently, Quilici 1994, 150 with 
referencess in n. 17. 
1944 Guaitoli 1981b, 117-150. 
1955 The measurements and observations were made by myself during a visit in the company of D. Madrango from the 
Soprintendenzaa archeologica del Lazio in 1997, shortly after a tract of the wall had been cleaned and restored. It 
emergedd from my measurements that the blocks of the second and third courses (from below) are slightly higher (0.33 
m)) than those of the fourth course (0.26-0.28 m). The length of the blocks alternates per course, reflecting the 
constructionn in headers and stretchers: 0.60 m (lowest course), c. 0.88 m (second course), c. 0.57-0.59 m (third course), 
c.. 0.80-0.90 m (fourth course), c. 0.60 m (fifth course). 
1966 Guidi 1980, 42. 
1977 To get an impression of the scale of the rampart, see the photographs published by L. Quilici in Ocnus 1994, fig. 6 
(1905),, fig. 7 (1981); ibidem, 150 on the original length of the enceinte of c. 2500 m of which c. 1000 m has been 
preserved;; on the current width of the earth mound of c. 30 m and on that of the fossa in front of c. 40 m, with a 
spectacularr disparity in level between the two of 12 to 18 m. On the unassailable walls of Antium, see Livy II, 63,6; VI, 
9,2. . 
1988 Cf. also Guaitoli 1984, 370 and n. 54, who proposes a simpler and smaller type of enclosure for smaller centra, either 
forr defensive purposes or to fence in the life stock. 
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walll  of Antium is unknown. 

Anotherr likely parallel for wall a/b and its context is offered by the rampart construction 
off  Castel di Decima. The parallel consists of a wall that has been defined as a muro di 
contracontra Scarpa or retaining wall. It was erected around 600 at a distance of c. 25 m north 
off  the Iron Age rampart of the acropolis.199 Two courses of rectangular blocks have been 
preserved,, the lower consisting of greyish rectangular blocks of a regular size laid in 
headers,, the upper of blocks of cappellacio of varying colour and size. The wall was 
originallyy higher. As in Satricum, one side of the wall had been smoothened, in this case 
thee side facing the inhabited area. The other side - the side facing the fillin g of the 
rampartt - had a slight embossing ('appena sbozzatV). A stratum of irregular tufa lumps 
wass lying against it as part of the fill.  On the inside, against the lowest course of the wall, 
aa walking surface has been identified. This consisted of very small pieces of tufa deriving 
fromm the smoothing of the blocks. On top of this surface was a stratum that has been 
associatedd with the destruction of the wall. It contained finds that exhibit many 
resemblancess with those from the dump stratum on the Satricum road. Most interesting are 
thee fragments of large basins manufactured in argilla sabbiata chiara and decorated with 
redd or brown painted bands. The stratum has been dated to the second half of the sixth 
century.. Other structures a short distance away have been associated with the wall. They 
yieldedd similar finds and have been dated to the sixth and early fifth centuries. 

Thee eastern part of the excavation area 
Mostt of the building phases identified in the western part of the excavation area have also 
beenn encountered in the eastern part (Fig. 6). These cover the Archaic road, the Late-
Archaicc road (walls c' and d\ see Ch. 2.1), and the final phase, the Post-Archaic raising 
off  the road level. The intermediate phase of restoration that has been recognized in the 
westernn part of the area and connected with stuctures g/i and j , has not been recorded 
elsewhere. . 

Att the highest point of the terrain, about one meter above the top of road walls c' and 
d',d', a rectangular structure z has been identified. One of its walls was documented in the 
19844 excavation, while a second (short) wall, at right angles to the first, was found in 
1996.. During the 1997 excavation both walls were cleaned and their lowest blocks brought 
too light. These are standing in a foundation trench in the virgin soil. The short N-S wall 
(foundd in 1996) is far less consistent in character than the E-W stretch. Only the lowest 
partss of the lowest blocks are preserved. In structure and position, the N-S wall bears 
somee resemblance to that recorded against the back of wall a/b. The longer E-W stretch is 
composedd of a varied mix of tufa blocks of irregular size and colour. Only at its west end 
didd the wall yield three rectangular white blocks of more regular dimensions (0.70 x 0.70 
xx 0.30/0.40 m) (Pis. 38-39). Leaning against the north side of the E-W wall, in situ and 
coveringg its full preserved height, were found parts of two very large rectangular slabs of 
whitee tufa measuring c. 1.20 x 0.60 x 0.20 m. With an interruption of c. 5 m, the wall can 
bee followed over a length of c. 14 m in a straight E-W line. Its continuation towards the 
eastt may be assumed. The construction of the wall reminds us of the wall of structure z on 
thee acropolis of Satricum, which was found partly overlapping the southwest corner of 

Thee rampart has been given a terminus ante quern of Latial period HI, see Guaitoli 1981b, 122-137. 
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Votivee Deposit II . There the wall has been dated after 400/375. It has been identified 
ass part of an enclosure of a sacred area associated with Votive Deposit n. 

Theree are few clues as to the function of structure z in the eastern part of the Poggio dei 
Cavallari.. However, the E-W wall, though different in structure and situated quite a 
distancee away, may well be the eastern continuation of western wall a/b. A similar 
protectivee function is strongly indicated by the large slabs against its north side, but the 
stratigraphicall  evidence is even more compelling. At a distance of c. 3 m to the north side 
off  wall z, a substantial battuta of white tufa covering an area of c. 10 m2 was recovered. 
Thoughh not visually connected to wall z, it probably belonged to the same building phase. 
Itt recalls the tufa grit recorded against wall a/b in section HI. Wall z is also associated 
withh a stratum similar to the top stratum in section HI, which lies against the upper part of 
walll  a/b. Not only does it contain similar pottery finds, but it also yields many large 
fragmentss of white Late-Archaic roof-tiles. Among these was a fragment of a Late-Archaic 
antefixx of a satyr and maenad. 

Beloww the terra battuta, associated with wall z and on top of road walls c' and d', a layer 
off  c. 0.30-0.40 has been recorded which is characterised by a large number of tufa lumps. 
Thuss far it resembles a dump layer and in some ways recalls the dump layer in the 
westernn part of the excavation area. Here the situation is far from clear due to recent 
levellingg activity, but lower down in the eastern part of the excavation and even further to 
thee east, a situation similar to that in the western part has been recorded. On top of the 
destroyedd Late-Archaic road, a very large concentration of ceramics, roof-tiles and tufa 
lumpss was brought to light (PI. 40). It appeared to have been dumped on the road along 
thee exterior of the south wall (c'), at the western end of the triangular structure (for the 
latter,, see Ch. 2.1) in order to fil l up a hole that was probably made during the destruction 
off  the road. The blocks of the upper course of both road wall c' and the northern wall of 
thee triangular structure were also removed during the destruction. In type, fabric and date 
thee ceramics strongly resemble those recorded in the dump layer on top of the western 
partt of the road (sections II, IIA , III) . It must be said, however, that due to a lower 
proportionn of white coarse ware (see below), the general impression given is more 
Archaic.. Among the finds, which predominantly consist of domestic pottery, is an 
interestingg black-glazed fragment of a late sixth-century amphora (see below). 

3.2.22 Observations on the pottery and the chronology of the strata on top of the road 

Thee strata on top of the Late-Archaic road provide an overview of the pottery shapes that 
weree in use in Satricum during the sixth, fifth and fourth centuries. However, as far as the 
chronologyy of the individual vessels is concerned, we are faced with the recognized lack 
off  well-dated published contexts for this period elsewhere in Latium. For the moment it 
seemss that Satricum, and the area of the Poggio dei Cavallari in particular, is by far the 
richestt find place of Archaic and Post-Archaic materials. It should therefore provide an 
excellentt oppportunty to establish a relative chronology for the pottery. There is, however, 
thee problem of the secondary nature of the layers, which consist of earth and material 
collectedd elsewhere for the purpose of raising the road level. The layers contain a wide 

Boumaa 1996, II, 38-39. 
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rangee of artifacts covering a broad time span. This makes it very difficul t to make 
chronologicall  distinctions per  stratum. Furthermore, the coarse ware pottery - by far  the 
largestt  category in the various layers - comes in a small range of vessel-types that remain 
basicallyy unchanged for  a long period. These two factors are serious handicaps to 
determiningg the chronology of the recognized phases. 

Somee help is offered by the meticulous study which has been made of the material in 
Votivee Deposit n, not least because of the many references that accompany almost every 
piecee of pottery presented.20'  Unfortunately, the dates arrived at for  the various layers 
heree are of littl e help for  the dating of similar  finds in the Poggio dei Cavallari. Many of 
thee dates proposed for  the various categories in the deposit, especially for  those of the 
coarsee ware, are based either  on their  first  occurrence in, or  on their  absence from, a 
particularr  layer. It may be noted, however, that the absence of a certain shape or  ware 
fromm a given layer  cannot be regarded per se as evidence for  its absence from circulation, 
althoughh this may be the case in some instances. Many shapes have a long history and are 
alreadyy known from other  contexts prior  to the initia l date set for  the deposit or  for  the 
layerr  concerned. An example is provided by the large basin with high vertical walls and 
fourr  lugs at the bottom {teglia) (see below).202 

Inn anticipation of a complete analysis of the strata of the Poggio dei Cavallari - the study 
off  the enormous quantity of material being still at a preliminar y stage - we wil l here 
presentt  an initia l impression paying attention to the most conspicious elements. We will 
alsoo propose a relative chronology for  the successive rebuilding phases of the road, based 
onn our  observation of the pottery. It should be said, however, that this chronology is 
somewhatt  tentative, based as it is on the study of finds from only a small number  of 
sections. . 

Thee material wil l be discussed following the sequence of the three main recognized 
strata.. These are: 1) the strata immediately on top of the destroyed road, which are 
connectedd with structures g/i and j and with a restoration of the road; 2) the dump stratum 
associatedd with the construction of wall a/b and identified as an integral raising of the 
roadd level; 3) the top stratum which covers the level associated with wall a/b, as recorded 
inn the two highest preserved parts of the excavation area. 

2011 On the pottery, see Bouma 1996,1, Ch. VII [The pottery and its typology]. 
202202 Apart from the lugged teglia, other examples may also be mentioned. A good one is provided by the distribution of 
thee red-slipped bowls. The initial date for this ware can be set at c. 540/530 on the basis of two specimens occuring in 
Votivee Deposit I (cf. Bouma 1996, I, n. 71); their first occurence in Votive deposit II is, however, in stratum 5 
(450/440),, which yielded one specimen; the bowls start to appear abundantly only from stratum 8 with a terminus post 
quernquern of c. 440/430, see Bouma 1996, I, 314-318 (his ware lb). Furthermore, there is the relatively late occurrence of 
coarselyy grained white ware in layer 8 (Bouma 1996, I, 330, his ware Vla-b). This ware is attested far earlier both in 
andd beyond Satricum. See below for a discussion of these groups. Another example is offered by the markedly late 
occurrencee of most of the ollaforata in stratum 10 (from c. 375), while a relatively large number of this type of jar (49) 
iss already present in the fifth century graves in the Southwest Necropolis. 
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1.. The strata associated with structures g/i andy 
Thee sandy substratum in sections II and IIA has yielded a striking mixture of early 
ceramicss {i.e. seventh to sixth centuries) of a varied nature, domestic, ftmerary and votive. 
Thiss range clearly indicates the secondary character of the stratum. Among the finds are 
somee imported fragments datable to the second and third quarters of the sixth century, and 
quitee large pieces of Etrusco-Corinthian pottery. There are also a significant number of 
fragmentss of bucchero, which can be dated to the late seventh and sixth centuries (Cat. 
nos.. 13-35; Fig. II) . The richest spot for this mixture of finds has proved to be the sandy 
stratumm to the north of wall g, in section II . 

Somee fragments of a more recent date {i.e. the late sixth or early fifth centuries) are also 
present,, however. These consist of one fragment of a red-slipped bowl that was found 
deepp in the sandy stratum in section IIA and a few light coloured fragments with dense 
augitee temper. The first occurrence of red-slipped ware in Satricum has been set at around 
540/5300 (for this ware, see below). 

Interestingly,, the tufa layers on top of the sandy stratum in sections II and HA are quite 
consistentt in yielding fragments of large basins of a characteristic white fabric with a 
densee temper of fine augite and a slipped surface (Cat. nos. 37-41; Fig. EH). This type of 
vessell  is part of a long tradition that begins already in the sixth century and continues 
throughoutt the fifth (see below). The white ware, however, seems to occur in Satricum 
onlyy from the late sixth century (see below).203 This observation is supported by the fact 
thatt the fil l between the Late-Archaic road walls c and d did not contain fragments of this 
particularr white fabric.204 As was shown in the previous chapter, the construction of the 
Late-Archaicc road took place in the last quarter of the sixth century. Given the presence of 
whitee ware basins in the layer on top of the road, it is reasonable to suggest that the 
restorationn of the road may have taken place not long after the presumed first occurrence 
off  this ware in Satricum {i.e. in the late sixth or the early fifth centuries). Some support 
forr this chronology appears to come from the dump stratum on top, which seems to 
containn what may be a later variety of white ware (see below). 

2.. The dump stratum associated with wall a/b 
Inn order to establish the date of the next rebuilding phase of the road, associated with the 
constructionn of wall a/b, the contents of the dump stratum have to be analysed in detail. If 
thee reconstruction of the dump stratum as an integral part of the second raising of the road 
levell  is correct (see above), then the moment of deposition {i.e. the most recent find from 
thee dump stratum) wil l provide a date for the construction of wall a/b and for the 
rebuildingg of the road. 

Beforee discussing the chronologically significant categories and vessels occuring in the 
dumpp stratum, we should first consider one crucial find. This concerns the two white, 
Late-Archaicc roof-tiles that were recorded underneath and against the lowest block of the 
westernn red-brown tufa wall b (see above; PI. 45). The tiles supply a secure terminus post 

2033 See Nijboer 1998, 121-122, who reports the find of wasters in both fabrics in a late sixth-century oven on the 
acropolis. . 
2044 This refers to the fil l that is directly associated with the lay-out of the road. Section I, at a rather deep level between 
roadd walls c and d, yielded a fragment of a rim of a large storage jar manufactered in a white fabric densely tempered 
withh augite. The find should be interpreted, however, as an intrusion from the dump stratum above (see below). 
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quernquern of 500/480 for  the construction of the wall. A later  date is even more probable, 
givenn the fact that tiles of this type were more likely to have been circulating after  the 
destructionn of the temple roof.206 This assumption is supported by the fact that the top 
layerr  in section Ht and that of the highest perserved part in the eastern part of the 
excavationn (see below), both of which post-date the construction of wall a/b, each revealed 
aa high number  of Late-Archaic tiles.207 Apart for  a few dispersed pieces, these are 
virtuall yy absent in the dump stratum itself. 

Thee dump stratum is the most interesting layer  from a ceramic point of view. It contains a 
greatt  quantity and variety of pottery, ranging from impasto, bucchero and coarse ware to 
depuratedd clay and black-glazed fabrics. By far  the most dominant category is the coarse 
waree (Figs. IV-X ; Pis. 44, 46). 

Manyy larger  fragments occur  here, especially in coarse ware, some of which are almost 
complete.. There is, for  instance, a large teglia that was found intact, except for  three 
missingg lugs, in the top level of the dump (PI. 48). Among the coarse ware shapes are 
largee and small storage jars (dolia), some large Etruscan amphorae, a large variety of jars 
(ollae),(ollae), mugs, bowls (scodelle), lids (coperchie), large trays (teglie) and many basins 
(bacili)(bacili) (PI. 46). 

Amongg the datable items is a small quantity of bucchero representing a broad 
chronologicall  range. Among these are a few sherds of a fine quality that can perhaps be 
datedd to the late seventh or  early sixth centuries (Cat. nos. 103-104; Fig. XI) . The 
majority ,, however, falls in the second half of the sixth and even in the fift h centuries, and 
iss of a poor  quality fabric that has been recognized as imitation bucchero. The stratum 
containss two or  three double-reeded handles that belong to the type of kantharos known 
fromm the Southwest Necropolis (Cat. nos. 107-109; Fig. XI).208 A nearly complete 
specimenn of a jug in this fabric has also been recorded (Cat. no. 106; Fig. XI). 209 

Etrusco-Corinthiann ware is present in the shape of a sixth-century Etrusco-Corinthian 
lydionlydion and some other, smaller  fragments (Cat. nos. 97-102; Fig. XI).210 

Ass far  as the date of the dump is concerned, the most important finds are a group of 
black-glazedd fragments, disappointingly small in number. Their  dates range from the late 
sixthh century to the first or  possibly second quarters of the fift h century. Among them are 
onee or  two rim fragments of kylikes in imitation of Bloesch C cups (525-475), one wall 
fragmentt  of a kyli x with concave lip and offset rim on interior  (475-450) and some other 
walll  fragments of larger  cups with a well preserved glaze of a high quality which 
correspondss to Atti c ware (Cat. nos. 111-112; Fig. XI).211 

2055 In Satricum, tiles of so-called Late-Archaic fabric are related to the Late-Archaic temple of Mater Matuta. The temple 
terracottass are dated 500/480, see Lulof 1996, 207-208. 
206206 There is no agreement as to the date of the destruction of Temple II. For a discussion of the different opinions, see 
Dee Waele 1997, 67-83; see also above, Ch. 2.1 and Ch. 3.1.1. 
2077 It should also be noted that the fifth century graves of the Southwest Necropolis did not yield any Late-Archaic roof-
tiles,, even though tiles were used in at least three graves to protect the deceased. On the roof-tiles in the Southwest 
Necropolis,, see Knoop 1992, 89-98. 
2088 Cf. Stibbe 1992, 72-79. 
2099 This was found in the most eastern part of the excavation area, in section VI, in the layer directly on top of wall c'. 
2100 On the lydion and its diffusion in Etruria during the second half of the sixth century, see Martelli 1978, 180-184, with 
referencess in n. 96. Parallels for our lydion are found in Cerveteri, see CatCerveteri 1980, 196, fig. 10 (tomb 154: dated 
too the second half of the sixth-end sixth century); NSc 1955, 88, fig. 49, 31-33 (chamber tomb 14). 
2111 On the Bloesch C cups, see Bloesch 1940; Agora XII , 91-92; 263-264. See Gravisca 1993, types 4 and 12, pis. 2-3, 6 
forr direct parallels. 
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Theree are also a few fragments of a local type of small bowl with rounded lip thickened 
onn the outside and a decoration of painted black bands. In all cases the glaze is worn. 
Thoughh no exact parallels seem to be at hand, the painted decoration suggests a date in the 
firstt  half of the fifth  century (Cat. nos. 113-114; Fig. XI).212 

Onee rather  special piece is a large rim/neck fragment of a table amphora of a Laconian 
type,, datable to the last quarter  of the sixth century. The inside has a black glaze, traces of 
whichh are also visible on the rim  and the tops of the handles. The neck was probably 
sparedd (Cat. no. 110; Fig. XI) . A direct parallel is offered by a type of black-glazed 
Laconiann transport amphorae found in Sicily.213 

CoarseCoarse ware 
Too render  the volume of coarse ware accessible, it has been divided into sub-categories 
accordingg to colour, texture, temper  and clay matrix. Essentially the categories run from 
darkk to light, presumably reflecting some chronological development within the Archaic 
red-firin gg and the Late-Archaic pale-firing clays.214 

Inn relation to colour  differences, the addition of temper  to the clay will have also caused 
changess that can be interpreted in terms of a chronological development. This refers to the 
obviouss presence of FeMn nodules in the earliest, Archaic groups of coarse ware and their 
graduall  disappearance as augite begins to be used. The latter  goes on to become the 
dominantt  element of temper  and can be regarded as one of the main features of the fabrics 
producedd in the last quarter  of the sixth and the fift h centuries.215 

Theree is one further  factor  which may be important in the fabric analysis of the coarse 
waree and help towards its chronological classification. This is the marked resemblance 
betweenn some of the coarse ware fabrics and that of architectural elements, above all of 
roof-tiles.. The fabric of the dark-red Archaic roof tiles, characterised by the presence of 
FeMnn nodules, is paralleled in that of larger  vessels like the dolia. A similar 
correspondencee may be noted in the pale-firing fabrics. This applies primaril y to the fabric 
typicaltypical  of the white Late-Archaic tiles attributed to Temple II. 216 A similar  coarsely 

2122 The shape of the bowl and type of decoration 'a fasce' may be compared with those of small bowls found in the 
necropoliss of Alfedena, see Parise Badoni/Ruggeri Giove 1980, xvii, with parallels in Etruria and Campania. For the 
samee shape in Pyrgi, see Colonna 1970, 225-226, fig. 81, 1-8, 10-12; 468, fig. 370. Though not identical - the shape in 
thee dump layer seems to be less shallow and shows a rounded, thickened rim instead of the flat thickened rims of the 
parallell  pieces - the bowl seems to belong to the same production sphere that is regarded as a predecessor to Campanian 
black-glazedd pottery. The bowls have been dated to the end of the sixth and the first decennia of the fifth centuries in 
Alfedena,, and to the end of the sixth and the first half of the fifth centuries in Pyrgi. 
2133 Cf. Pelagatti, in Lakonika 1992, figs. 38-41; also, CM. Stibbe, Laconian Black-glazed Pottery, Part 3 (forthcoming), 
Ch.. 1, Group F, nos. F1-F4. 
2144 Five groups have been identified on the basis of colour: brick red or Archaic red, red brown to dark brown, orange 
brownn to pale brown tending to grey in core, white in different gradations and bright orange often with a grey core. See 
alsoo Bouma 1996,1, 318-330 for an extensive discussion of the various coarse wares (his group B) in Votive Deposit II. 
Thesee broadly correspond with our observations of the wares in the dump layer. For the sake of consistency with the 
publishedd material on the Southwest Necropolis, die term coarse ware is here used for the non-depurated ceramics of the 
sixth,, fifth and fourth centuries that are characterized by various kinds and densities of temper (ceramica grezza). 
However,, I am aware of the fact that this is a not very happy definition. Nowadays, the term impasto is the one most 
commonlyy used by our Italian colleagues. See Carafa 1995, 126 on the terminologies in use. 
2155 This description of course covers only the most visible elements of temper. A detailed analysis of the temper-content 
cann only be given after microscopic research of the thin-sections of the material. For the scope of this general 
presentation,, however, a broad division according to the most clearly visible inclusions will do. 
2166 See Lulof 1996, 12-16 for a description of me fabric of the Late-Archaic terracottas. Also Kars et al. 1987, 57-65. On 
thee similarities noted between the fabrics of roof-tiles and pottery, see also Nijboer 1998, 126 with references. 
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temperedd clay with identical mineral elements is observed in the large basins that occur 
frequentlyy in the dump stratum. The resemblance can also be noted in other  objects such 
ass the loom-weights. Similarily , there seems to be a correspondence between the fabrics of 
somee of the large basins and various smaller  vessels on the one hand, and that of the so-
calledd Campanian roof-tiles on the other. In both cases the pottery is characterised by the 
samee fine texture that feels like emery paper. The clay has a high density of very fine 
augitee and the same pale pink colour. Lik e the roof-tiles, the basins appear  to have been 
decoratedd with broad painted bands.217 Many examples of this kind of ware have been 
recordedd in the Poggio dei Cavallari, especially in the dump stratum. The large basin is 
thee most common vessel amongst the white coarseware. It has recendy been the object of 
severall  pottery studies, and thus will be dealt with here at some length. 

WhiteWhite coarse ware basins 
Largee white coarse ware basins occur  throughout the dump stratum, mainly in large 
fragments.. The basins encompass a great variety of shapes, ranging from simple, deep 
bowlss with curving walls and thickened incurving rims to wide shallow basins with wide 
band-shapedd thickenings on the outside of the rims, either  convex, straight or  concave in 
profil ee and of varying thicknesŝ  Both types may exhibit encircling ridges on the outside 
beloww the rim, either  plain or  with finger-impressed decoration. In some cases spouts have 
beenn preserved, in others vertical loop handles appear  on top of the rim (Figs. V-

vn).218 8 

Apartt  from the colour  of the clay, which may show pinkish, yellowish or  greenish hues, 
thee most noticeable feature of the ware is the predominant presence of augite. Other 
inclusionss are also present but are less prominent. The ware has been variously defined: as 
Latee Italo-Geometric (referrin g to the painted bands), as cream coarseware, as impasto 
chiarochiaro sabbioso, as ceramica sabbiata chiara and, most recently, as chiaro augitico.219 It 
shouldd be noted here that the various definitions, though apparently referrin g to the same 
ware,, may in fact indicate some real differences. The least ambiguous definition is chiaro 
augitico,augitico, which obviously refers to the abundant presence of augite particles in the clay. 
Thiss kind of fabric presumably corresponds with the Late-Archaic white fabric of the 
terracottass of Temple II. 220 The definitions ceramica sabbiata chiara or  chiaro sabbioso 
seemm to refer  to an obviously sandy feature of the clay, which may correspond with the 
pale-firin gg Campanian-like fabric referred to above. It therefore may indicate an earlier 
datee than the chiaro augitico ware. 

Amongg the white augite ware in the dump stratum, two groups may be defined on the 
basiss of the density and size of the inclusions: a first group with a dense and very regular 
temperr  of very fine augite and a second group (apparently resembling the fabric of the 
decorationn of Temple II ) with very large and irregularl y shaped particles of augite mixed 

2177 See Knoop 1987, 227-31, for a fabric description of the Campanian terracottas of Temple I. 
2188 On the white ware in relation to the large basins, cf. Clementini/Rossi Diana 1988, 39-72; most recently Carafa 1995, 
232-544 (238ff. on the basins). 
2199 Cf. Carafa 1995, 232. The term Late Italo-Geometric was first introduced by Gjerstad (Gjerstad I, 1953, 78, n. 1). 
Threiplandd defined the same ware as 'coarse buff or pink ware' in 1963 (Threipland 1963) and in 1970 as 'cream coarse 
ware'' (Torelli/Threipland 1970); Guaitoli introduced the term sabbiata chiara for the same kind of ware found in 
Laviniumm (Lavinium II, 432). 
2200 See Clementini/Rossi Diana 1988, 40. 
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withh smaller  ones. The first group is mostly encountered in deep basins with curving 
walls,, whereas the second group more often occurs in the shallow basins, most of which 
havee a thick, broad band on the outside of the rim.  However, this is not a strict rule, since 
bothh types of basin may occur  in each group. It may further  be noted that in pots from the 
firstt  group, the surface is always smooth and without exception exhibits traces of a pale 
brownn to yellowish slip. By contrast, the surface of the pots from the second group now 
appearss very coarse. They too were probably covered by a slip, however, since vague 
tracess of it are still present in several cases. Its presumed disappearance from the rest may 
bee due to the coarseness of the clay. 

Thee basin as a general shape has many parallels outside Satricum, but nowhere in such 
greatt  number  or  variety. They are difficul t to date due to their  obvious longevity. The 
shapee occurs in both sixth and fift h century contexts, but even later  dates are known.221 

Thee popularity of the basin is perhaps most clearly illustrated by the fact that identical 
specimenss occur  in both red-firin g and pale-firing clays. This is certainly the case in 
Satricum,, where basins with slightly curving walls and plain or  slightly thickened rims 
occurr  simultaneously in both fabrics. These specimens may therefore be identified as the 
earliestt  version of the basin to be manufactured in pale-firing clay.222 

Theree is one other  shape that regularly confirms the simultaneous use of different clays. 
Thiss is the shallow basin with tapering rim  and a band-shaped convex thickening on the 
outside.. This type seems to occur  from the second half of the sixth century.223 

Inn setting up a typo-chronology for  the white basin in Satricum, it would be helpful if 
theree were clear  points of reference. One fixed point is of course provided by the 
terracottass of Temple II , which are dated to 500/480.224 Given their  mutual resemblance, 
itt  seems safe to connect the second, more heavily tempered variety of white ware with 
thesee terracottas. Both were probably produced in the same workshop.225 It was 
suggestedd above that the production of white, augite-tempered fabric had already started 
priorr  to that date. Here we can add that this probably applied to the fabric defined above 
ass the first group, which macroscopically reveals a temper-content identical to the second 
group,, but finer  and with a higher  density. This view is supported by the stratigrafi c 
occurrencee of this group in the Poggio dei Cavallari. As we have seen, the stratum 
connectedd with structures j and g/i has consistently yielded fragments of large white basins 
assignablee to our  first group (Fig. III) . Ware from the second group, or  so it appears for 
thee moment, is absent both in the stratum itself and in the underlying sandy sub-stratum, 
butt  is abundantly present in the dump stratum on top. 

2211 See Carafa 1995, 232. 
2222 On the occurrence of this basin or large bowl type in red fabric in Satricum, see Maaskant-Kleibrink 1987, 117. In 
generall  for Latium, cf. Carafa 1995, 196-231. On the simultaneous use of red and white firing clays, see Nijboer 1998, 
121-122,, who reports the find of wasters in both fabrics in a late sixth-century oven on the acropolis. 
2233 Cf. Clementini/Rossi Diana 1988, 43, their type F2; also Carafa 1995, 238-242, esp. 242. The type occurs in Votive 
Depositt II only from layer 8 (T48) and layer 10 (T 34 and T 38), that is after 440/430, see Bouma 1996, I, 378-379; II, 
pis.. CXI-CXII . 
2244 See Lulof 1996, 207-208. 
2255 Cf. Nijboer 1998, 128. Unfortunately it is not entirely clear whether the wasters found in the oven on the acropolis 
aree of Campanian pale fabric or Late-Archaic fabric; see ibidem 122, where it is remarked that the decorated pale 
Archaicc tiles found in the sub-structure of the kiln are not reported for the Late-Archaic temple. 
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Ann important question with regard to the white basins of Satricum is, of course, the 
durationn of their  production. Were they still being manufactured throughout the fifth 
centuryy and even into the fourth? We here have the relative chronology of Votive Deposit 
III  to help us. The occurence of the basins in layers 8 and 10 (440/430-375) would appear 
too indicate that the shape and the ware had quite a longevity in the Satricum settlement. 
But,, as has been shown, the distributional evidence used to date the various categories 
doess not provide any fixed dates. Unfortunately, the nearby Votive Deposit HI , which 
providess many examples of material affinities, has yielded only one large piece in white 
clayy (a white dolium).226 It should also be noted that the fifth-centur y graves in the 
Southwestt  Necropolis did not yield a single item of pottery in this ware (although 
admittedlyy these graves did not contain large household vessels, as we will see). The 
answerr  must therefore be sought in the layer  overlaying the dump stratum. This layer, 
whichh covers the late fifth , fourth and thir d centuries, has also yielded some white ware 
fabricss among which are a few fragments of large basins (see below on this layer). Their 
presencee in this layer  would seem to confirm a long history of production for  the white 
basinn in Satricum. Their  continued presence in the later  layer  further  suggests that the 
basinss in the dump are likely to cover  the entire fift h century. 

Anotherr  example of the longevity of large basin shapes is provided by the traditional type 
off  basin, the teglia, with its high spreading or  slightly curving wall and the characteristic 
fourr  tongue-shaped lugs on the base. This type of basin, that may be considered the 
predecessorr  of the white basin, is recorded as early as the late seventh century, but its 
productionn seems to have continued well into the fift h and fourth centuries.227 As 
reportedd above, the dump stratum yielded one almost complete specimen, but also many 
fragmentss of others (Fig. IV).228 Fragments of teglie have also been found in the area's 
topp layer. 

OtherOther coarse ware shapes 
Thee dump stratum has yielded many other  coarse ware shapes, including a very large 
numberr  of storage jars (dolia) of various types and sizes. The oldest types have an 
overhangingg rim  decorated with concentric grooves (seventh-sixth centuries). The later 
typess from the fifth-fourt h centuries have a plain rim. 

Notablee among the larger  shapes are some fragments of Etruscan amphorae (Cat. nos. 
70-71;;  Fig. VIII) . This amphora is known in Satricum from the Southwest Necropolis, 
wheree three specimens have been found.229 

Ass reported above, plain jars are abundantly present and exhibit an enormous variety of 
shapes.. A particularl y interesting type of jar  is the mug with either  two or  four  lugs under 
thee rim. At least twenty specimens have been recorded (Cat. nos. 84-86; Fig. X). This 
shapee is less well represented in the rest of Satricum. Votive Deposit II  has yielded only 

2266 This is a fragment of a large dolium with a rim thickened and rounded on the outside. 
2277 For a discussion of the lugged teglia, see Bouma 1996, I, 376-378 (with references). For the late seventh and sixth 
centuryy examples, see Colonna 1963-64, 24-28; for the later occurrence of the type in Artena, in fourth and third century 
contexts,, without any obvious change in shape, see Lambrechts 1996. 
2288 The wall of the complete specimen shows an intentional perforation which is related to the function of the basin. For 
similarr specimens in Satricum, see Bouma 1996, I, 377-78, and nn. 687, 689; for Artena, see Lambrechts 1996, figs. 80-
81,, nos. 353, 360, 372 (with dates in the first half of the fourth-beginning of the third centuries). 
2299 Stibbe 1992, 83-84. 

61 1 



SATRICUMM IN THE POST-ARCHAIC PERIOD 

sevenn specimens and the Southwest Necropolis only two.230 All those specimens 
recordedd in the dump stratum are black inside, clearly reflecting their use as cooking pots. 
Thee outer surface is often smooth. Fragments of such mugs are still present in the top 
stratumm of the area, an indication of the longevity of the shape. 

Numerouss lids and lid-bowls have also been recorded. Almost all are of the type with 
knobb 'a becco a civetta', which was widely diffused in Etruria and Latium in the sixth and 
fift hh centuries but is also known from later contexts.231 

Red-slippedRed-slipped bowls 
Thee dump stratum has yielded a large quantity of depurated ware. The most conspicious 
categoryy is that of the so-called red-slipped bowls (Cat. nos. 87-96; Fig. X; PI. 46). The 
bowlss are manufactured in depurated orange or red clay and are usually covered by a red 
slipp that may vary in gradation, sheen and quality. The first occurrence of this ware in 
Satricumm is attested around 530232 and bowls made of it form a large group in the 
Southwestt Necropolis.233 There are a few parallels in Latium, but the ware seems to be 
farr more common in the Faliscan area and in Veii.234 As may be inferred from these 
contexts,, it had a long lif e covering at least the fifth and fourth centuries. Unfortunately, 
ass with the white basins, the longevity of the red-slipped bowls disqualifies them as a 
datingg tool for the dump stratum. However, its early occurrence in Votive Deposit I (two 
specimens)) and in layer 2 of Votive Deposit II (two fragments), combined with its 
continuouss occurrence in both the dump stratum and the top stratum in the Poggio dei 
Cavallarii  (see below), can be taken as confirmation of the long period covered by the 
dumpp stratum. 

Too summarize the above, it can be concluded that the dump stratum contains various 
potteryy shapes that originate in the sixth century and probably cover a large part (if not the 
whole)) of the fifth century. Fixed dates for the stratum are few and derive only from a 
handfulll  of black-glazed items that are dated between 525 and 450. This date accords with 
thee find of two Late-Archaic roof-tiles underneath and against wall a/b, which are dated to 
500/4800 and serve as a terminus post quern for the construction of the wall. In accordance 
withh the secondary nature of the dump stratum, any fixed dates of pottery found there can 
alsoo be taken as terminus post quern. With these dates to guide us, and taking account of 
thee observed continuity in pottery shapes presented above, it seems plausible to set the 
datee for the rebuilding of the road somewhere around the middle of the fifth century. This 
datee is apparently confirmed by the layer on top, which contains finds from the second 
halff  of the fifth century onwards. 

3.. The top stratum 
Thee top stratum that has been encountered in two places within the excavation area (see 

2300 See Bouma 1996, I, 386, on the mugs in Votive Deposit II, with references. Gnade 1992a, 86, Fig. XXIV (grave 
62.4). . 
2311 Cf. Bouma 1996,1, 383-384, (his type I, with many references in note 763). Recently, Carafa 1995, 172-196. 
2322 This date is based on the presence of two specimens in Votive Deposit I, which has a closing date of 540/530; for the 
bowls,, see CatGrande Roma 1990, 240; also Bouma 1996,1, 314, n. 71. 
2333 See Steures 1992, 54-55, where the ware is tentatively defined as reddish bucchero. Also, Steures 1991. 
2344 See Bouma 1996,1, 316-317, with references. 
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above)) has generally yielded smaller  pottery fragments than the dump stratum (Figs. XII -
XV) .. The majorit y of these are either  heavily worn or  appear  to have been subject to 
secondaryy burning. This is particularl y true of the top stratum in the eastern part of the 
excavation,, which has a larger  surface area and has accordingly yielded a larger  number  of 
potteryy fragments. Coarse ware still constitutes the largest group of material and here is 
usuallyy lighter  in colour  than that encountered in the dump layer. It seems to have been 
firedd at a lower  temperature, which may account for  its generally worn appearance. The 
mostt  strikin g feature is perhaps the comparatively thin walls of the vessels.235 A marked 
predominancee of orange fabric is also observed. 

Inn the top stratum we encounter, for  the first time, a large number  of Late-Archaic white 
roof-tiles.. Among these are a few nearly complete specimens and one fragment of a Late-
Archaicc antefix of a satyr  and maenad (Cat. no. 1711; Fig. XV). 

Otherr  elements unknown in the lower  strata of this area are: a new vessel-type, the high-
rimmedrimmed jar , often with a characteristic almond-shaped thickening on the outside of the lip 
(encounteredd especially in the eastern part; Cat. nos. 141, 144, 174; Figs. X1H, XV); a 
coarsee ware jar  decorated with a thin plastic cord below the rim,  either  plain or  with 
finger-impressionss (frequently attested) (Cat. nos. 163-166; Fig. XIV) . Parallels from other 
sitess suggest that the decorated jars might date from the fift h century, though the fourth 
centuryy is more likely.236 The high-rimmed jar  is dated from the mid fourth century 
onward.2377 In Satricum itself both types of vessels are as yet only known from Votive 
Depositt  II . Here the decorated jars occur  in all layers, but are most abundant in layers 8 
andd 10 (respectively dated between 440/430-c. 375 and after  c. 375).238 The finger-
impressedd cord decoration is considered a local taste. The high-rimmed jars occur  from 
layerr  8 onwards, but are more frequent in layer  10.239 

Thee date of the new repertoire of jars accords with a few late black-glazed items that 
havee been recorded in the top stratum. Among these are two small cups dated to the late 
fourthh and to the thir d centuries, respectively (Cat. nos. 184-185; Fig. XV).240 Other 
probablee fourth-century elements are a high beaked jug of white depurated ware and a 
nearlyy complete black-glazed one-handler, both found in the top stratum of section HI 
(Cat.. nos. 149, 160; Fig. XIII) . The jug has an exact parallel in Frosinone.241 A parallel 
forr  the one-handler  is found in the Southwest Necropolis.242 Another  nearly complete 
pott  in this stratum is a miniatur e cup with exact parallels in both the Southwest Necropolis 
andd the Southwest Sanctuary (Cat. no. 148; Fig. XHI). 243 

Manyy shapes that are recorded in the dump stratum recur  in the top stratum, reinforcing 

2355 Cf. Bouma 1996,1, 368, n. 568, on thin walls as a characteristic of late Republican impasto pottery. 
2366 Most parallels for the jars with encircling cord-decoration are found in Artena. These date from fourth-century 
contexts.. See Lambrechts 1989. A few earlier specimens dated to the fifth century are known from Veii, see Threipland 
1969,, 3, fig. 7, no. 19; no. 21. 
2377 On the high-rimmed jars, see Bouma 1996,1, 368-369, with references; see also n. 568 on the characteristic thin walls 
off  the high-rimmed jars. 
2388 See Bouma 1996,1, 348-351 (decorated jar, his type III) . 
2399 Bouma 1996,1, 369. 
2400 The small cups can be classified under Morel type 2783-2787/Lamboglia type 24(-25): late fourth century (specimen 
SS 280/3/3, found in the layer on top of the battutta in front of wall z) and Morel type 2783-4/Lamboglia 27: third 
centuryy (specimen S 309/13/1, found at the back of wall z). 
2411 Cf. Colonna 1995, fig. 12. 
2422 Gnade 1992a, grave 8.2, Fig. IV, PI. 2. 
2433 Gnade 1992a, grave 167b.5, Fig. XXIV , PI. 10; Ginge 1996, 102, LVD16 (type D), Fig. 29. 

63 3 



SATRICUMM IN THE POST-ARCHAIC PERIOD 

ourr impression of their longevity. This principally concerns coarse ware shapes like the 
largee storage jar, the lugged basin, the mug and the lid-bowl with knob a becco a civetta. 
Butt production of some of the depurated ware also seems to have continued, the red-
slippedd bowls in particular. As implied above, the quality of the fabrics appears to be 
dwindling.. This is perhaps most clearly shown by some of the red-slipped bowls. These 
aree often flaked and their slip is much paler. The clay of these and other depurated wares 
alsoo appears to be softer and more powdery. Most of the recurring shapes do not exhibit 
anyy fundamental changes, with the exception of the rims of the plain jars that are now 
higherr and have almond-shaped profiles. The latter feature may also be noted in some of 
thee large storage jars. Simultaneously, a new type of rim seems to occur in the storage jar: 
flatt on top and rectangular in profile. 

Onee category that deserves some attention is formed by a small, coherent group of Iron 
Agee impasto fragments found dispersed throughout the top layer, the majority in the 
easternn part of the excavation (PI. 47). Among these are a few fragments of a triple-reeded 
handlee of black impasto with a waving ridge on the central reed; two or three wall 
fragmentss with vertical ridges that recall the anfora di tipo Alfedena; and several large 
fragmentss with an incised geometrical decoration resembling that of sub-Apennine pottery. 
Al ll  the fragments are burnt. The occurrence of these ceramics in a fifth-fourth century 
contextt is remarkable. The group appears to constitute a unity and recalls similar 'out of 
contextt finds' in earlier contexts in Satricum. On these occasions their presence was taken 
ass an indication of transhumance contacts during the Orientalizing period. The typical 
'Apennine'' decoration scheme was considered evidence for surviving Bronze Age 
traditionss in the Orientalizing period.244 The find of similar sherds in the top stratum of 
thee Poggio dei Cavallari, in combination with fragments that probably come from seventh-
centuryy amphoras of the 'Alfedena type', gives support to this theory of early 
transhumancee contacts.245 One other possibility is that the fragments were part of a grave 
outfitt that was dispersed in the area after having been destroyed. An interesting parallel is 
offeredd by the find of two similar sherds in the fil l of a grave in the Southwest 
Necropolis.246 6 

3.2.3.. Conclusions 

Thee general impression created by the pottery from the three main strata on top of the 
roadd is one of continuity. Indeed, the obvious continuation of certain shapes makes it 
impossible,, at the present stage of study, to make a clearer chronological distinction 
betweenn the three strata other than the one already presented. The few datable items that 
aree present in the top two strata tempt one to venture more specific dates {i.e. somewhere 
inn the first half of the fifth century for the dump stratum, and somewhere in the fourth and 
earlyy third centuries for the top stratum) but the evidence is too thin for such a strict 

2444 See Waarsenburg 1995a, 228-231, with many parallels. See also Cristofani 1992, 13-24, who ventured a similar 
hypothesiss with regard to the diffusion of other indigeneous Iron Age elements, such as the amphora of the Alfedena 
typee and the fibule a tre bozze. The latter are also present in Votive Deposit I (CatLazioPrimitivo 1976, 328-329, cat. 
108,, 44-46, pi. LXXXVIII) . 
2455 On the amphora of the 'Alfedena-type' and its diffusion, see Cifarelli 1999, 51-58. 
2466 Gnade 1992a, 301 (grave 111, no. 1), Fig. XXIV . 
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chronologicall  distinction. A bridge between the two is possibly offered by the material 
fromm the fifth-centur y Southwest Necropolis, which appears to have parallels in both. 
Apartt  from resemblances in the more general shapes (the plain coarse ware jars and 
depuratedd bowls) the dump stratum has also yielded the bucchero kantharoi with double-
reededd handles, the Etruscan amphorae, some fragments of jars with perforated rims, and a 
feww miniatur e footed bowls (kalykes). As for  the top stratum, the poor  quality of some of 
thee fabrics encountered there strongly recalls similar  material from the Southwest 
Necropolis,, for  example the soft and powdery texture of many depurated wares and the 
oftenn flaked surfaces of the red-slipped bowls. There are also a few direct links, such as 
thee nearly complete one-handler  and the miniatur e cup in the top layer  of section IQ. 
Thesee have near  identical parallels in the graves of the Southwest Necropolis. 

Outsidee Satricum, the material discussed (i.e. the ordinary vessels) has close parallels 
elsewheree in ancient Latium, in places like Veii, Castel di Decima, Lavinium and 
Laurentina.2477 It therefore fits well into the general panorama of Latial Post-Archaic 
potteryy production. Fixed dates are, however, not provided by these other  findplaces, 
partl yy because particular  vessels were produced without notable changes in shape over 
suchh a long period and partly because of a lack of well-dated contexts. 

Inn Satricum itself, the chronology established for  similar  material in Votive Deposit II  is 
off  help only in the more general sense, since it is primaril y based on 'internal evidence*. 
Moreover,, as has been shown, the relative chronology established for  the layers of the 
depositt  is not very solid and the dates proposed there should be adopted only with caution. 
Ass wil l become apparent in the discussion of the pottery in the graves of the Southwest 
Necropolis,, attempts to link vessels in the graves with the typo-chronology set up for 
vesselss in the deposit have certainly not worked out (Ch. 3.3). 

Withh regard to the later  history of the Late-Archaic road, three main phases have been 
recorded.. Somewhere in the last quarter  of the sixth century, probably towards its end, the 
roadd was seriously damaged, perhaps even destroyed, by events involving a large fire. The 
exactt  moment of this destruction could not be established. 

Givenn its importance as the main artery of Satricum, it may be assumed that some 
restorationn of the road took place shortly after  its destruction, i.e. in the late sixth or  early 
fift hh centuries. Evidence for  this restoration has only been recorded in the western part of 
thee excavation and is associated with structures g/i and 7', north of the road. It seems that 
thee level of the road was then raised and a new pavement laid out. 

AA second, more substantial raising of the road level has also been recorded, especially in 
thee western part of the excavated area where it is associated with a new wall a/b. A 
comparable,, but less well-preserved situation was encountered in the eastern part. Here, 
structuree z is tentatively assigned to the same rebuilding phase. In order  to raise the level 
off  the road, an enormous quantity of building and domestic debris was dumped on the 
roadd and subsequently covered with a new pavement, as recorded against wall a/b in 
sectionn HI. A more substantial, but probably simultaneous pavement was discovered in the 
easternn part of the area in the form of a terra battuta. It has been tentatively associated 
withh structure z. 

2477 For Veii, see Torreli/Threipland 1970; for Castel di Decima, Guaitoli 1981b; for Lavinium, Castagnoli 1975; for 
Laurentina,, Guidi in CatGrande Roma 1990. 
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Thee second rebuilding phase is probably not linked to a second destruction of the road. 
Certainly,, no signs of any such destruction have been encountered. Given the extent of the 
rebuildingg and the proposed function of wall a/b as an encircling wall with a protective 
function,, it appears as if the road may have lost its former status as the main route leading 
upp to the acropolis. 

3.2.4.. Graves to the north of the road 

Thee presence of a necropolis to the north of the road relates directly to its later history. 
Researchh in this part of the excavation revealed an apparently empty area consisting of 
sandyy virgin soil covered by a thin surface layer. The area had obviously been levelled in 
recentt times, but in spite of this still yielded evidence of ancient activity. At various 
distancess ranging between three to eight metres from the road, four fossa-graves have been 
recordedd (Fig. 5). The presence of a fifth grave is assumed. Three graves have been 
excavated.. They were probably part of a larger burial ground, as may be inferred from the 
discovery,, in two trial trenches, of two other graves at a much greater distance from the 
roadd (Fig. 3).248 

Thee five graves nearest the road have all been dug into the virgin soil and are arranged, 
withh slight variations, NNW-SSE. One grave, ST 2, appeared fairly well preserved to a 
depthh of c. 0.70 m. Its surface dimensions are 1.90 x 0.70 m (Fig. 20; PI. 42). The upper 
fillin gg of the grave consisted of a layer of c. 0.35 m of predominantly white tufa lumps 
(diam.. 0.10-0.30 m). Underneath this fillin g four lateral benches were recorded measuring 
c.. 0.25 m in width and c. 0.15 m in height. Between the benches, in the clay-like lower 
filling ,, a rectangular delineation of the original wooden coffin was visible as a greyish 
stripp along the east, south and west sides. On the bottom of the grave were the fairly well 
preservedd remains of a skeleton, lying on its back with outstretched legs and the arms 
extendedd alongside the body. In the northeast corner, next to the skull and inside the 
coffin,, were two vases: an orange bowl at the north wall of the grave and a small stamnos 
off  plain, soft pinkish ware to the south of it, leaning slightly towards the west (PI. 42). A 
bronzee fibula was recorded near the right shoulder of the skeleton. Based on the skeletal 
andd dental remains, the individual has been identified as a girl about 15-18 years old. 
Studyy of the bones revealed that the girl had been seriously il l and had suffered from 
variouss diseases which probably caused her death (see appendix on skeletal remains). 
Aboutt nine metres to the northeast of grave ST 2 and about eight metres north of the road, 
anotherr grave has been excavated (ST 1). Of the small rectangular fossa only the lower 
partt (c. 0.10 m) appeared preserved. Its surface dimensions were c. 1.10 x 0.50 m. 
Originallyy the grave had benches along the long sides. These were still present for c. 0.30 
mm in the south. On the bottom was a fairly well preserved skeleton of an infant (0-1 years 
old).. It was lying on one side, probably with the knees pulled up. On the left and right 
shoulderss the poorly preserved remains of two bronze fibulae were recorded, together with 
aa few small fragments of bronze on the pelvis. 

Thee other grave, ST 3, was almost completely destroyed. Only its bottom level appeared 
preserved.. Neither grave gifts nor skeletal remains are recorded. It is lying four metres to 
thee east of grave ST 2 and has a preserved length of 1.25 m and a width between 0.45 m 

Seee Gnade 1997b, 98-99, where it is suggested that the graves may date from the Roman period. 

66 6 



THEE ROAD 

(S-side)) and 0.35 m (N-side). Graves ST 4 and 5, situated about four  metres north of ST 
2,, have not been excavated. 

Thee two graves found in trial trenches 8 and 9, at some distance from the road had been 
dugg into the tufa table. They still contained skeletal remains. In one case the skeleton was 
fairl yy well preserved and could be identified as that of a child c. 2-3 years old (PL ). It 
wass lying on its back with outstreched limbs (PL 41). The grave measured c. 0.80 and had 
roundedd comers. Due to its position along the foundations of a Roman wall (belonging to 
aa vill a located in the north part of the excavation area) and to the good preservation of the 
skeleton,, the grave was initiall y identified as Roman or  later. However, analysis of the 
boness has indicated that they probably belong to the group of burials discovered along the 
road.. Their  good state of preservation is probably due to the fact that they were lying in 
thee tufa table. The assignment of this grave to the group beside the road is crucial to any 
assessmentt  of the size of the cemetery. It implies that the cemetery covered a considerable 
areaa and was probably even larger  than the Southwest Necropolis. Confirmation is 
providedd by the position of the second grave. This was discovered more to the east, in 
trenchh 9, halfway between the road and the grave of the child (Fig. 3). In this case only 
thee remains of the pelvis and legs of the skeleton were brought to light. These bones are 
stilll  awaiting analysis. Unfortunately, both graves were without finds, perhaps due to the 
factt  that only the deepest parts were preserved. 

Takenn together, the type of grave involved and the finds in grave T 2 allow us to classify 
thee burials north of the road with the graves in the Southwest Necropolis (Ch. 3.3) and 
withh those on the acropolis (Ch. 3.1.2). The occurrence of graves in this section of the 
settlementt  therefore points to a thir d necropolis at Satricum that can be dated to the fift h 
century.. With regard to their  position in the general lay-out of the settlement, it is strikin g 
thatt  each of the necropoleis is close to a road. The Southwest Necropolis is bordered on 
itss eastern side by the presumed main road entering Satricum from the south, while on its 
northernn side remains of a probable pavement consisting of pebbles and large til e frag-
mentss have been recorded.249 The graves on the acropolis were laid out along the eastern 
stretchh of the central road dated to the Archaic period.250 The important inference here is 
thatt  these roads must still have been in use during the fift h century.251 The continuity of 
thee road in the Poggio dei Cavallari during the fift h and possibly the fourth centuries has 
beenn illustrated above. 

Thee three necropoleis supply ample evidence for  concluding that lif e in Satricum went on, 
thoughh clearly according to different norms. The significance of their  spatial distributio n 
withi nn the area of the sixth-century settlement, and the historical implications thereof, are 
matterss to which we will return. 

2499 Although the entrance road has not been excavated, its existence can be inferred from Mengarelli's plan. For an 
descriptionn of the remains along the north side of the cemetery, possibly identifiable as a road, see Gnade 1992a, 7. 
2500 Maaskant-Kleibrink 1992, 101-105. 
2511 Also Maaskant-Kleibrink 1992, 22; Bouma 1996, II, 32. 
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3.2.55 Sporadic finds in the lower  settlement 

Soo far, the Poggio dei Cavallari is the richest archaeological area in the lower settlement 
off  Satricum. It offers evidence for a continuity of occupation which covers at least the 
sixth,, fifth and fourth centuries. The preservation of the archaeological remains is largely 
duee to the fact that the ground was one of the last areas of ancient Satricum to escape the 
vineyards. . 

Inn spite of the major agricultural interventions of the 1960's, the lower settlement of 
Satricumm still occasionally yields material that can be linked to the fifth- and fourth-
centuryy occupation. For example, large-scale deep-ploughing, carried out in the spring of 
19944 on the southern side of the modern road between Nettuno and Cisterna, brought to 
thee surface numerous finds dating to the Archaic and Post-Archaic periods.252 

Almostt half the surface area of the ancient lower settlement was affected by the 
ploughing,, but some of the original undulations of the ground have remained visible. This 
mayy explain the clusters of finds from later periods. The Post-Archaic finds, for example, 
seemedd to be concentrated along the higher ground at the western foot of the acropolis and 
onn top of the elongated hill of the Macchia Santa Lucia, northwest of the Southwest 
Necropolis.. The elongated hill has yielded pieces that are comparable in fabric and shape 
too others found in the dump stratum on top of the road. These finds can be assigned to a 
habitationn area that is indicated on Mengarelli's map as tracce di antiche abitazioni and 
havee been variously attributed to the sixth and the fifth centuries.253 Both options are of 
coursee possible if one accepts the idea of a continuous habitation of the area (see below). 
Certainlyy the deep-ploughing of this hill yielded pottery fragments dating to the fifth 
century. . 

Aeriall  photographs of the ploughed area have further revealed traces of rectangular 
structures,, probably ancient, immediately south of the modern road. One large white tufa 
blockk which surfaced during the ploughing can be attributed to these structures. The 
proximityy of the Poggio dei Cavallari on the other side of the road implies a connection 
withh the remains recorded in the top strata there. 

Inn 1983 similar agricultural activity in the area of the alleged sixth-century rampart yielded 
comparablee fifth-century and also later finds. The area was systematically surveyed in 
1984.2544 A considerable amount of material was collected, some of which exhibit close 
parallelss in fabric and type to finds both from Votive Deposit II on the acropolis and from 
thee top layers of the Poggio di Cavallari. 

Thee same area was investigated again, but more thoroughly, in the spring of 1998.255 

Tenn large trenches were set out in order to verify the remains of the sixth century rampart. 
Contraryy to expectations, the area did not reveal any ancient structures. The highest parts, 
locatedd inside the assumed course of the rampart, yielded only virgin soil lying 
immediatedlyy below the present humus, thus indicating that the ground had been levelled. 

2522 See Gnade 1997a, 51 for the first report of these finds. Though a concession to survey the ploughed area was given 
byy the Soprintendenza of Latium, no such permission was obtained from the owner. Finds could only be collected during 
aa quick, one hour, survey. When we finally got the permission to enter the property in the spring of 1998, only a few 
artifactss were still present. 
2533 Gnade 1992a, 16; Ginge 1996, 95; Kleibrink 1997, 147-151. 
2544 Attema et ai 1992, 75-86; Nijboer et al. 1995, 1-38. 
2555 For a report of this research, see Gnade 1999, 31-50. 
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Nott a single ancient artifact was found in this area. The probable explanation is that the 
originall  upper strata were shoved northwards down the slope along the course of the 
modernn road, where a modest quantity of artifacts were recovered in small concentrations 
duringg the survey of 1984. But it is also possible that these artifacts are from the Poggio 
deii  Cavallari, on the other side of the modern road. Some evidence for their secondary 
depositionn is provided by the discovery of a sealed stratum, datable to the third and 
secondd centuries, that was recorded c. 1.20-1.60 m below the modem surface in an 
excavationn trench. But whatever their exact provenance, the finds collected during the 
surveyy invite the conclusion that this part of the ancient town was also occupied during 
thee late fifth century. 

3.2.66 Conclusions 

Withh the discovery of the Post-Archaic remains in the Poggio dei Cavallari an important 
contributionn has been added to the later history of Satricum. The finds are significant in 
twoo key ways. Firstly, they provide the only example so far in the archaeological record of 
Satricumm of a stratigraphical continuity covering both the Archaic and Post-Archaic 
periods.. Secondly, they constitute the link (in both the physical and the archaeological 
sense)) between the acropolis and the lower settlement area. 

Onee of the implications of the finds in the Poggio dei Cavallari is that during the fifth 
andd fourth centuries, the settlement had obviously retained some of its former level of 
organization.. The lay-out and construction of the Post-Archaic walls a/b and z, though 
displayingg much variation in materials and execution, are in themselves evidence of a 
technicall  and organizational know-how that was clearly still available. Moreover, the 
energyy invested in such a labour-intensive enterprise is certainly comparable to that 
requiredd for the construction of the Late-Archaic road. 

Itt is likely that the road remained in use for a long period. This may be inferred from the 
establishmentt of a cemetery on its north side. Unfortunately, the dates of the few recorded 
gravee gifts do not tell us when precisely the graves were laid out: whether this happened, 
forr instance, before or after the restoration of the road. However, the similarities of the 
gravess with those of the Southwest Necropolis, which cover the whole of the fifth century, 
suggestt that the latter option is the more likely. 

Withoutt doubt the necropolis must have extended far beyond the five graves documented 
soo far. This is strongly implied by the two isolated graves discovered in the trial trenches. 
Moreover,, during the excavations many references to the destruction of graves during the 
levellingg of the area were made by the local workmen. The present sterile character of the 
terrainn alongside the road is obviously the result of these activities. On the south side of 
thee road the amount of earth removed must have been far greater. To get an idea of the 
scalee of the operation one has only to compare the present lie of the land with that of the 
onlyy part of the area which has preserved its former level. The conclusion that much less 
groundd was removed from the north side of the road is supported by the preservation of 
somee of the graves there. It is probable that the original surface of the terrain sloped down 
towardss the north. 

Thee excavation of the Poggio dei Cavallari area has yielded new and irrefutable evidence 
forr the continuity of the settlement of Satricum during the fifth and fourth centuries. 
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Althoughh remains of actual dwellings are unfortunately still lacking from the 
archaeologicall  record, the quantity and character  of the pottery recovered can only be 
understoodd in terms of a large community that was living on the spot. Moreover, the 
artifact ss collected from the few soundings taken must constitute only a very small 
percentagee of the whole, given the extent of the area and its consistent stratigraphy. 

Thee upper  strata of the Poggio dei Cavallari, and especially the dump stratum, are also 
significantt  in another  respect. As a rubbish dump containing building debris (a large 
numberr  of red roof-tiles, tufa lumps and some bricks) it is quite conceivable that the 
materiall  did not come from far  away but was collected in the immediate neighbourhood, 
perhapss when the area was cleared after  having been razed. This would certainly imply 
thatt  dwellings were present in the area, but also that they originated in the sixth century 
andd were still inhabited during the fifth . Some support for  a construction date in the late 
sixthh century is provided by the red tiles, which are all of type II . The white or  light 
colouredd tiles that were manufactured from 500/480 c. are, with a few exceptions, notably 
absentt  in this particular  stratum.256 And this in obvious contrast to the presence in the 
samee stratum of large household vessels in Late-Archaic white fabric. 

Itt  would not be unreasonable to suggest that this observed pattern of occupation - under 
whichh Archaic structures remained inhabited (possibly following restoration) during the 
fift hh century - applied to the whole area of Satricum. The strikin g absence of remains that 
cann be linked to late sixth- and fifth-centur y habitation can be plausibly explained by the 
factt  that almost all the areas investigated have been stripped of their  original top layers. 
Evenn the Poggio dei Cavallari, one of the last areas of ancient Satricum not yet covered by 
aa vineyard, contained only two small patches with their  upper  layers still intact. 

Ass we have seen, the lower  settlement still yields occasional evidence that can be linked 
too the fifth - and fourth-century occupation, large-scale agricultural interventions 
notwithstanding.. Anticipatin g our  final conclusion regarding the fifth-centur y occupation 
off  the town (Ch. 5), already referred to in Ch. 3.1.1, a pattern of occupation similar  to that 
suggestedd for  the Poggio dei Cavallari may here be proposed for  the acropolis. This hill is 
thee most noted (and quoted) area regarding the presumed absence of evidence for  a fift h 
centuryy occupation. Although there is no direct archaeological evidence that sixth-century 
structuress were occupied in the fift h century, there is certainly none to indicate their 
destructionn at the end of the sixth or  the beginning of the fift h centuries. Rather, it now 
lookss as if the top layers of the entire acropolis are missing, and with them the floor 
levels,, pavements and upper  parts of the Archaic buildings. The excavated remains are 
mostlyy found directly beneath a thin layer  of humus. I am therefore convinced that the top 
off  the hil l has also been stripped off and that this is one of the main reasons for  the lack 
off  finds indicating a fift h century habitation. There is, however, indirect evidence for  the 
occupationn of the hill in the fift h and fourth centuries and it is provided by the contents of 
Votivee Deposit II . Comparing the contents of this deposit with the top layers of the Poggio 
deii  Cavallari, one cannot but notice the remarkable resemblance between the two contexts, 
bothh in terms of the types of vessel occurring and the composition of certain layers. Given 
thiss resemblance, it could be argued that the enormous quantity of disparate material 
(predominantlyy household ware) in the lower  strata in the deposit, especially layer  8, is in 
factt  nothing more than rubbish (pottery, both domestic and votive, and building debris) 

Onn tiles of Type II, see Knoop 1992, 89-98. 
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collectedd during a large-scale clean-up of the area. As has been shown in our  discussion of 
thee pottery of the dump stratum of the Poggio dei Cavallari, many coarse ware shapes that 
aree present in Votive Deposit II  may well originate in the late sixth century, thus before 
thee initia l date set for  the deposit. 

Itt  is full y legitimate to conclude, based on the abundance of finds datable to the fift h and 
fourthh centuries, concentrated or  dispersed all over  the former  Archaic settlement, that lif e 
inn Satricum continued. While some of the former  dwellings probably remained in use, new 
structuress were undoubtedly erected. At least three specific areas were selected for  the lay-
outt  of new cemeteries, probably in the direct neighbourhood of habitation areas but 
separatedd from them by roads, which would have acted as actual and symbolic dividing 
lines. . 

Thiss separation of the dead from the living was reinforced in the Poggio dei Cavallari by 
thee erection of wall a/b. The apparent strangeness of its position, if we accept it as an 
enclosuree or  defensive wall, may be explained by the desire to reinforce this separation. 
Thee terrain seems to be far  more suitable for  the construction of such a wall some hundred 
metress to the north. But in that position the wall would have enclosed the cemetery within 
thee civic area. On the other  hand, we have to bear  in mind that the original morphology of 
thee area has been fundamentally changed and that the area inside the wall (i.e. to the south 
off  the road) was probably much more of a slope. 
AA comparable division between habitation area and burial zone also existed in the case of 

thee Southwest Necropolis. Here, the adjacent hill of the Macchia S. Lucia, located to the 
northeastt  of the town's presumed entrance road, can be identified as the probable 
habitationn area (Fig. 1). Evidence for  a residential quarter  consists of the tracce di antiche 
abitazioniabitazioni indicated on Mengarelli's map. This has recently been extended by pottery 
fragments,, dating from the fifth  century, which have surfaced as the result of ploughing. 

Onn the acropolis, the Via Sacra - west of which the graves were laid out - may similarl y 
bee interpreted as the "barrière "  between the living and the dead.257 The likely habitation 
areaa would then have been on its east side. 

Thee existence of three cemeteries that at first sight appear  virtuall y identical implies a 
dispersedd pattern of settlement in which different groups belonging to the same community 
hadd their  own burial places.258 To gain an impression of the nature of this community, 
wee need to take a closer  look at the graves and related burial rites that were practised in 
thee largest and best known fifth-century  burial ground so far  excavated at Satricum, the 
Southwestt  Necropolis. 

2377 Cf. Bouma 1996, II, 32, who considers the road a dividing line between the sacral and funeral areas on the hill. 
2588 This suggestion was made earlier by Maaskant 1997, 148, in relation to the existence of two cemeteries dating from 
thee fifth century. 
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3.33 THE SOUTHWEST NECROPOLI S 

3.3.11 Introductio n 

Thee second area of the ancient town which has so far escaped agricultural interference is 
thee southwestern section just inside the settlement boundaries (Fig. 1). It has yielded a 
buriall  ground which can be dated to the fifth century. Its discovery in 1980 was the first 
inn a series relating to the so-called Post-Archaic era. The following summary is based on 
myy publication of the necropolis, which appeared in 1992.259 

Inn the period 1980-1987 approximately 1,750 square metres of this necropolis was dug up. 
Aboutt 210 graves were documented, 167 of which were actually excavated (Fig. 18). 
Subsequentt analysis has revealed a picture of a homogeneously organized necropolis, 
comprisedd of four different types of rectangular grave. These are laid out along two main 
orientationss and are regularly furnished with burial gifts. The graves have been dug in the 
virginn soil as simple trenches without stone linings. In at least 70 of the 167 excavated 
graves,, ledges along the long sides formed a kind of bench. Nineteen were provided with 
smalll  rectangular pits in the corners of the floor, and 12 had a niche in one of the long 
walls.. The original upper surfaces of all the graves were removed by bulldozers during 
recentt levelling of the area. Nothing is known about them. 

Inhumationn is the only recorded form of burial. Most of the dead were placed in 
rectangularr wooden coffins, either flat-bottomed or with feet which fitted into the pits in 
thee floors of the graves. Within the coffin the body lay in an extended, supine position, 
withh the arms either at the side or crossed over the pelvis below the elbow. In at least 
threee graves the dead were protected by roof-tiles. 

Inn general, the skeletal remains were poorly preserved and only in a limited number of 
instancess could a gender be established. The teeth, being more 'durable', have been 
studiedd closely for what they can tell us about the age and health of the deceased. Recent 
studyy of the osteological remains has been able to draw new conclusions pertaining to diet. 
Thesee wil l be presented below. Most of the buried individuals were adults, but there are 
childrenn and young adults as well. Children have been identified with certainty in 12 
graves. . 

Thee dead were usually buried with grave goods. These could vary considerably in kind 
andd number. Vases are the most common and were found in 129 burials. In most cases 
theyy had been placed near the head, either on one of the ledges or on the lid of the coffin. 
Theree was usually a selection of locally made vase-shapes suitable for cooking, eating, 
drinkingg or storage. Imported pottery is rare. The number of vases varies from grave to 
gravee and there seems to be no standard assortment. The usual range is from one to five 
pieces.. However, in 21 instances there were six to nine pieces, while three 'rich' graves 
hadd as many as 14, 18 and 24 vases respectively. It is striking that in these cases the 
gravess belong to children. 

Thee burial practice for children was much the same as for adults. They were placed in 
woodenn coffins and given a variety of grave goods. The sizes of their graves were 
adjustedd to their small dimensions. 

Gnadee 1992a. 
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Mostt  personal objects lay on top of the skeleton or  very close to it. These comprise a 
limitedd number  of iron and bronze fibulae, iron spearheads and lanceheads, omamental 
pins,, miniatur e lead weapons and lead amulets. Lead was much used for  objects with a 
ritua ll  or  symbolic meaning and was found mainly in the graves of children. The miniatur e 
leadd weapons in these graves may be considered as symbolic substitutes for  real weapons. 
Onee of these lead weapons, a small axe, has an inscription on one side. The alphabet is 
unknownn in Latium and points to a Sabello-Faliscan source. 

Thee arrangement of the graves shows a certain degree of organization. The great 
majorit yy lie along the principal axes of the compass: N-S or  E-W. In the northeastern 
sectionn the distributio n is rather  orderly and well-spaced, with some series placed in clear 
alignment.. Towards the south, the density of the graves increases. Intersecting graves 
appear,, especially in the southwestern section, where there is a large cluster  of ten 
intersectingg graves. 

Wit hh the discovery of the necropolis in 1980 a new chapter  was added to the 
archaeologicall  record of ancient Latium. Until then, organized burial grounds containing 
gravess regularly furnished with burial gifts had not been found for  fift h century Latium 
(seee below for  a discussion of this phenomenon). The Southwest Necropolis constituted a 
novelty.. Its very uniqueness led to fundamental discussion about its ethno-cultural 
identification.. Was it a Latin burial ground or  should it be regarded as a non-indigenous 
feature?2600 For  many, the coincidence between the archaeological record and the 
historiographyy was enough to allow the issue of identification to be raised (see Ch. 4 on 
thee historical background).261 This view was not shared by others, who a priori  rejected 
anyy 'historical interference' with the archaeological record.262 

Duee to the absence of comparable finds in Latium, discussion regarding the necropolis 
hass necessarily been focused on Satricum itself. The analysis of burial rites has therefore 
beenn restricted to an internal analysis. 

Thiss situation has not in fact changed after  almost twenty more years of research. To my 
knowledge,, no comparable burial grounds have been so far  discovered in ancient 
Latium. 2633 Research in Satricum, on the other  hand, has yielded even more graves from 
thiss particular  period and significantly extended the general fifth-centur y record. Most of 
thesee finds and their  interpretation have already been discussed. They are particularl y 
relevantt  to the analysis of the Southwest Necropolis, which has thereby been freed from 
itss isolated position. Although no dwellings can yet be related to the graves, the finds 
yieldd a large body of ceramics that directly refer  to the daily activities of the fifth-centur y 
community.. I will refer  often to these finds when dealing with the necropolis. 

Twoo other  necropoleis have been identified - on the acropolis and in the lower  settlement -
bothh of which contain graves identical to those in the Southwest Necropolis. These are 

2600 See Gnade 1992a, 15-16, for the attribution of the Southwest Necropolis to the Volscians. For a reaction see, Attema 
etet al 1992, 75-86 (esp. 82-84); Bouma 1996,1, 194-200. 
UlUl Cf. Bouma 1996, I, n. 205, for a survey of the references in favour of the Volscian identification of the Southwest 
Necropolis. . 
2622 For instance, Attema et al. 1992, 75-86 (esp. 82-84); Bouma 1996,1, 194-200. 
2633 A possible candidate is provided by a series of graves discovered and excavated in the 1960's in the town of 
Frosinone.. These finds were, however, not published. The objects from the graves have recently been 'rediscovered'. 
Theyy have been restored and are now on display in the town's recently opened archaeological museum. I will later return 
too this material and to its significance for the discoveries in Satricum. 
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onlyy of minor interest to the burial record since the sample of graves is too small and the 
informationn they yield does not substantially change our earlier analysis. Their main 
importancee lies in their mere existence and in their spatial distribution within the area of 
thee sixth-century settlement. 

Inn the light of the new discoveries in Satricum, the burials of the Southwest Necropolis 
wil ll  be re-analysed from various points of view. The analysis will start with a review of 
thee unique status of the necropolis in the context of the general lack of furnished burials 
fromm sixth- and fifth-century Latium. The organizing principles behind the layout of the 
necropoliss wil l then be considered, followed by the composition of the population buried 
there.. Possible associations between specific grave gifts and the age and gender of the 
deceasedd wil l be reviewed in the light of new results obtained from osteological research. 
Next,, the general character of the grave gifts will be re-examined and their chronological 
valuee assessed. The analysis wil l end with a discussion of the nature of the fifth-century 
communityy and an investigation into the ethnic identity of the grave occupants. 

Thee absence of furnished burial s in sixth- and fifth-centur y Latiu m 
Thee sudden appearance in fifth-century Satricum of furnished graves in an organized and 
coherentt burial context stands in marked contrast to the noted absence of grave goods in 
burialss in Latium during the sixth and fifth centuries.264 First signs of impoverishment in 
gravee outfits are already observed at the end of the seventh century. For the sixth and fifth 
centuries,, a very few (and rather exceptional) burials are known which suggest that burial 
inn the traditional manner had become an increasingly restricted privilege.265 In Satricum 
buriall  activities seem even to cease completely at the end of the seventh century, a 
developmentt preceded by the shift from the aristocratic hut-chamber in tumulus C to the 
modestt tomb with far fewer objects.266 The date of the latest recorded burial in the 
Northwestt Necropolis is set at 620/610, after which the necropolis seems to have been 
abandoned.2677 No tombs have so far been assigned with any certainty to the sixth 
century. . 

Differentt explanations have been put forward for the change in burial practices in ancient 
Latium.. According to a current theory, the cessation of burial expenditure is the result of a 
neww sumptuary legislation of the sort found in the Law of the Twelve Tables.268 

Modelledd on the Solonian laws of early sixth-century Athens, the regulation of the Tenth 
Tablee would prohibit excessive funeral expenditure.269 In order to explain the time gap 
betweenn the absence of furnished burials in Latium and the introduction of the Twelve 
Tabless in 451/450, it has been suggested that there may have been an unwritten prototype 

2644 On this phenomenon, see Colonna 1977, 131-65 and 1981, 229-231; Bartoloni 1987, 143-159; Ampolo 1984b, 80-81; 
seee also A. Naso, in CatGrande Roma 1990, 249-251; Ross Holloway 1994, 168-170; Cornell 1995, 105-106. 
2655 For a survey of sixth- and fifth-centuries graves in Rome and Latium, see Naso in CatGrande Roma 1990, 249-269. 
Seee also Guaitoli 1995, n. 29, 560, for an updated survey, with literature. Recently, the excavations in Lavinium brought 
too light an exceptional chamber tomb with four depositions, dating from the second quarter of the sixth to the second 
halff  of the fourth centuries, Guaitoli 1995, 557-562. 
2666 Waarsenburg 1995a, 316-17. 
2677 Tomb XXII I is dated 620/610, see Waarsenburg 1995a, 119-20. 
2688 See Cornell 1995, 272-292, on the Twelve Tables. 
2699 See Colonna 1977, 131-165 (esp. 158-159) and 1981, 229-231. On the Tenth Table, see Ampolo 1984b, 81-92. 
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off  the law in operation. This would not, however, explain the fact that burial practices 
changedd 20 to 30 years before the Solonian laws. It may therefore be better  to argue that 
thee new funerary practices should be seen in the light of a general socio-economic change, 
underr  which new forms of wealth display were preferred.271 Such a change is placed in 
thee context of the development of an urban culture in the Latin settlements, where public 
formss of displaying wealth were now encouraged. Resources were redirected from private 
burial ss to the community, either  by means of offering gifts to the gods or, more explicitly 
andd more directly related to the elite, by means of expenditure on public buildings and 
theirr  embellishments. This in order  to leave an impressive mark on the urban culture 
whichh simultaneously functioned as a permanent memorial.272 

Itt  can be argued, however, that the socio-economic explanation is so closely linked to 
thee elite that it does not immediately explain the general absence of burials, for  instance, 
inn the settlement at Satricum. This point is countered by the suggestion that, from very 
earlyy in the Iron Age (i.e. in the ninth century), public burial within a necropolis may 
alreadyy have been a privilege restricted to those belonging to distinct social groups within 
thee Latin community.273 Other  lower  ranked or  'poor' groups may have been consciously 
excludedd or, even more likely, could not afford a burial and an outfit . These lower  ranked 
groupss may therefore be archaeologically invisible, their  method of disposing of their  dead 
leavingg no identifiable traces in the archaeological record. 

Thee idea of restricted burial for  high ranking classes is quite plausible for  Satricum's 
Ironn Age Northwest Necropolis given the comparatively low number  of burials relative to 
thee total population.274 On the other  hand, the possibility remains that many graves were 
destroyedd during the agricultural activity of the 1960's. 

Thee occurrence of furnished burials in fifth-centur y Satricum is in marked contrast to the 
generall  picture. Various explanations have been put forward to explain their  presence. My 
belieff  is that the burials represent a group of inhabitants with a different cultural 
backgroundd and as such constitute evidence for  an ethno-cultural change.275 In reaction, 
however,, it has been argued that the existence of fifth-centur y graves provides evidence 
forr  believing that Latin burial practices had not been entirely abolished. The presence of 
emptyy graves in the Southwest Necropolis - of which there are a considerable number  - is 
consideredd in line with the sumptuary laws referred to above.276 This suggestion recalls a 
similarr  hypothesis put forward with regard to a series of empty, or  'poor' , graves in the 
necropoliss of Castel di Decima.277 Here however, the graves are part of a burial ground 
whichh also includes eight and seventh century examples. 

2700 Colonna 1977, 160-161. Cf. also Cornell 1995, 106. 
2711 Bartoloni 1987, 143-144; Waarsenburg 1995a, 17. 
2722 Ross Holloway 1994, 170-171; Cornell 1995, 107-108; Smith 1996, 187. 
2733 See Smith 1996, 229-230, on the suggestion that those belonging to lower classes were excluded from burial. See also 
Morriss 1987, 97-101, on the idea, formulated with regard to Athenian society, that formal burial was a limited privilege 
restrictedd to a certain rank or status. 
2744 See Waarsenburg 1995a, 150, presenting a summary chart of the burials of the Northwest Necropolis. 
2755 Gnade 1992a, 15-16. 
2766 See Bouma 1996, I, 200, who does not believe in the complete abolition of the custom of grave offerings. In his 
view,, the furnished graves of the Southwest Necropolis should be considered as evidence for the continuation of former 
habits.. The empty graves in this cemetery, on the other hand, should be seen either as exceptions to the rule or as 
individuall  choices and should be labelled - in line with our thinking about the abolition of grave gifts - as Latin graves. 
2777 See Colonna 1977, 131-165; cf. Bartoloni et al 1982, 259. See Waarsenburg 1995a, 315-317 for an enumeration of 
sitess in which empty graves occur. 
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Recentlyy the individuals buried in Satricum Tumulus C have been put forward as ancestors 
off  the group of people that more than 100 years later reappear in the Southwest 
Necropoliss as the gens S. Lucia.278 

Thiss highly speculative hypothesis invites a response. The decision to move a burial 
locationn must have been well thought out and would have probably been determined by 
thee desire to have a separate necropolis. Latins would probably have continued to bury 
theirr dead in the original place (see below, for the discussion of this issue). It is, in any 
case,, highly unlikely that they would bury their dead on the acropolis, where, as has been 
shown,, graves identical to those in the Southwest Necropolis were laid out (3.1.2). It is 
heree that we would first plead the case for a Volscian identification of the Southwest 
Necropolis.. The distinct cultural background of such a community would explain the 
decisionn to bury their dead in another place, one that was physically distinct from the 
earlierr cemetery. 

Whateverr the explanation for the general lack or even absence of graves in ancient 
Latium,, it seems that burials during the sixth and fifth centuries were generally practised 
inn ways which leave no trace in the archaeological record. The fifth-century furnished 
gravess of Satricum can so far be regarded as the only exception to this rule. 

3.3.22 Analysing the burial record 

Inn analysing the Southwest Necropolis we are confronted with a well-known theoretical 
problemm regarding the burial evidence. Due to the absence of contemporary dwellings, the 
necropoliss constitutes our main source of information on the community living in 
Satricum.. The obvious pitfall is to oversimplify the daily reality by taking the funeral 
recordd as a mirror of society. Generalisations are too easily drawn about the 
correspondencee between burials and society, whether these apply to the classification of 
gravee goods, the interpretation of their value, or the significance of differences in disposal 
orr display. The range of possible interpretations is extensive, as is the number of studies 
onn the relationship between the society of the living and the society of the dead.279 

Gravee goods might constitute the daily possessions of the deceased, but they might equally 
bee luxury objects or prestige goods or symbolic items. Differences between burials can be 
interpretedd as reflections of social structure, but can also be explained in terms of 
diachronicc development and economic change. As with any other necropolis study, it is 
inevitablee that in our attempts to understand the symbolic messages hidden in the burial 
record,, choices and assumptions will have to be made which are often not easy to defend. 
Itt is thus quite possible that the picture to finally emerge wil l provide only a partial (or 
evenn a distorted) reflection of the community under discussion. In spite of this risk, 
however,, the burials in the Southwest Necropolis, like those in any other cemetery, must 
bee considered as direct ritual expressions of a living community and as such are a valuable 

2788 See Kleibrink 1997, 150. 
2799 The literature regarding the 'archaeology of death' is abundant, having been at the centre of scholarly debate since the 
1970's.. For a bright synopsis of the different ways to approach the funeral evidence, giving the most relevant literature, 
seee Waarsenburg 1995a, 18-20; also, Bietti Sestieri 1992, 9-20. On the reception of the 'archaeology of death' in Italy, 
seee D'Agostino 1985, 47-58. 
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sourcee that allows for some tentative observations concerning fifth-century society in 
Satricum.2800 The information encapsulated in the burials has to be used, but without 
losingg sight of its specific character. 

Thee community buried in the Southwest Necropolis 
Thee first impression given by the graves of the Southwest Necropolis is that they belong 
too a rather simple community, in which social differences were either slight or not visibly 
reflectedd in burials. None of the burials are particularly wealthy in comparison with the 
gravee contexts of the former Iron Age cemetery. The graves themselves do not 
demonstratee obvious signs of status, while specific elements that may indicate social and 
economicc differentation are few or difficult to recognize. Such observations may, of 
course,, be imposed on us by the simple character of the grave gifts and the rather uniform 
shapee of the graves. Both these features apply, without obvious changes, throughout the 
periodd that the necropolis was in use. Unfortunately, the lack of contemporary burial 
groundss in the region prevents any comparative analysis regarding the social stratigraphy 
off  the burials. 

Becausee of the modest nature of the grave gifts we may not have been able to identify 
thosee goods which would normally be considered indicators of social differentiation. 
Objectss of an apparently low value might have had some honorific status or intrinsic 
quality.. Such a special meaning has been tentatively attributed to the large decorated jars 
withh bosses on the shoulders. These occur with some frequency in one specific area of the 
necropolis,, where they often constitute the only item.281 A special status may also be 
imputedd to unique objects like the large bucchero amphora with double-reeded 
handles.2822 Similarly, the only iron knife found in the necropolis may refer to the 
elevatedd social standing of the deceased.283 On the other hand, the absence of furnishings 
couldd indicate poverty, as could the presence of roof-tiles in some of the graves.284 Such 
tiless (secondarily used) may have functioned as cheap substitutes for a wooden coffin, the 
productionn of which must have been a rather a costly business. Their occurrence in graves 
withoutt gifts may be taken as an argument supporting their association with persons of 
loww social standing.285 

2800 Cf. Morris 1992, 1. 
2811 On these jars, see Steures 1992, 62-63; cf. also Bouma 1996, I, 190, n. 175 with a similar suggestion regarding the 
speciall  value of the jars. 
2822 The vase was found in grave 157b, Gnade 1992a, 378-381; Stibbe 1992, 74-76, on the amphora. 
2833 The knife was found at the bottom of grave 35b, which for quite other reasons can be identified as the grave of 
someonee of high social rank. The grave contained two large vases, a large jar with bosses and an Etruscan transport 
amphora.. The latter has only two known parallels in the necropolis (graves 64.1 and 5.1). Further the grave was one of 
199 with corner pits. See Gnade 1992a, 173-177 (on grave 35a); 26-27 (on corner pits). On the status function of knifes 
andd their association with female burials during the Iron Age in Latium, see Waarsenburg 1995a, 345 and n. 907, giving 
thee most relevant literature. Compare also the necropolis of Alfedena, where the knife is a male-defined object, Parise 
Badoni/Ruggerii  Giove 1980, xiii-xiv . 
2844 In at least 17 graves pottery gifts were absent. In the 42 other recorded cases the absence of pottery may be due to 
thee levelling of the upper parts of the graves. See Gnade 1992a, 38 and Fig. 28, on the quantitative distribution of vases; 
ibidem,ibidem, 35, Fig. 27, on the presence of other grave goods. 
2855 Tiles as a replacement for coffins have been demonstrated in three graves (80-81, 163) and may be assumed in at 
leastt two others (2 and 4), Gnade 1992a, 32-33. For a survey of graves with roof-tiles see CatGrande Roma, Le tombe 
dellaa Laurentina, 255-256. 
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Att the other end of the scale, some genuinely costly objects (such as imported pots) have 
beenn recorded among the regular pottery gifts. The rarity of these 'luxury' goods probably 
impliess a superior social status. Many of these items, which comprise 18 vessels of black-
glazedd ware and 4 large imported transport amphorae, have been found concentrated in a 
sectionn that also provided a high frequency of graves with comparatively high numbers of 
gifts.2866 Imported pottery is rare, however, and constitutes only 2% of the grave goods 
discovered. . 

Differencess which are possibly related to social position may also be noted in the 
numberr of items recorded in individual graves. In the topographical distribution, graves 
withh comparable quantities of grave goods reveal some clustering, leading to the 
identificationn of two specific groups of graves.287 

Sociall  implications, finally, may also be inferred from features of the graves themselves, 
specificallyy corner pits and niches. Because of their rarity - respectively 12 and 19 graves 
off  the 167 registered - one is tempted to assign them to members of the community with a 
certainn social standing.288 

Thesee observations apart, however, most attempts to distinguish patterns related to 
particularr social groups or individuals have proved unrewarding. As remarked above, only 
twoo possible groups of graves have been distinguished on the basis of the quantitative 
distributionn of grave goods. But while these may represent particular social groups, they 
mightt equally reflect specific customs current at particular times. The choice between 
thesee options, however, is hampered by our lack of specific dates for the individual graves. 
This,, in turn, is related to the simple character of most of the vessels, which does not 
alloww their assignment to specific chronological phases (see below). All this being said, 
wee must still assume that some underlying pattern defined the layout of the necropolis. 

Familyy groups and the lay-out of the necropolis 
Thee chances of our being able to decipher the social identity of the dead in the Southwest 
Necropoliss now seem remote. We are left with the impression of a rather simple 
communityy whose members have apparently been buried without clear internal distinction. 
Thiss impression is underlined by the strong sense of uniformity present in all the burials, 
whichh suggests a predominantly egalitarian character for the community. 

Apparentlyy all members, regardless of age, gender and social position, had the right to 
bee buried in this cemetery. In most cases they had graves of their own. This applied even 
thee youngest members, for whom at least 13 graves dug to size have been recorded.289 

Againstt this background of communal uniformity and conservative taste, the question 
remains:: how should the subtle differences between burials be interpreted? Although the 
evidencee is meagre, some clues as to the chronological development of the necropolis may 
bee discerned. At the same time, it may be argued that the guiding principle determining 
thee layout of the graves is that of related groups of persons, probably members of small 

2866 See Gnade 1992a, 40, on the distribution of black-glazed vessels; ibidem 38, on the quantitative distribution of vases. 
2877 A 'NE-group', consisting of 27 graves which either lack pottery or contain a single vase; and a group of graves 
situatedd immediately to the south, in the central-eastern section of the necropolis, comprising many graves which contain 
aa comparatively high number of grave goods, Gnade 1992a, 38 and Figs. 28, 40, 45. 
2888 On the varieties of grave type and their distribution in the cemetery, see Gnade 1992a, 22-27 and Fig. 19. 
2899 See Gnade 1992a, 42-44, on child burials. Grave 109 was first identified as the grave of a child of about 15 years. A 
re-analysiss of the skeletal remains has revised this to 18-20 years (see Rubini et ai in the Appendix). 
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familyy groups. Differences observed between the individual burials in the recognized 
groupss may then be explained in terms of chronology. Equally, they could be interpreted 
ass expressions of the social position of the groups within the commmunity. 

Iff  we presume the principl e of organization by descent groups, we find it most clearly 
reflectedd in the placement of the graves. These seem to be laid out - especially in the 
centrall  and southern parts of the area - in various small units comprising three to five 
gravess or  pairs of graves. The graves are located either  side by side or  partiall y 
intersecting.. Often (but not always) their  orientation is similar.290 The different graves in 
eachh unit are most likely of consecutive date and probably reflect the successive 
generationss of one family (see below). More obvious cases of the expression of family ties 
-- though less distinct in their  spatial arrangement - are provided by multipl e burials 
consistingg of two or  even three bodies in one grave.291 

Onee also has to ask how the relatively high number  of separate individual graves may 
relatee to any presumed family-based organization of the necropolis. It may be significant 
thatt  many of them, though by no means all, contain comparatively few grave goods or 
evenn apparently none. The most substantial group of such graves has been identified in the 
northeasternn section.292 

Perhapss those buried in separate graves had no specific family ties. This would explain 
theirr  solitary status and the often separate location of their  graves. One could also argue 
thatt  the material poverty of these burials, at least those in the northeastern part of the 
cemetery,, should be explained in terms of chronology. The remarkably orderly and well-
spacedd placement of the graves in this section, which reveals a degree of alignment in 
straightt  rows, may suggest that this was the earliest section of the cemetery. Supporting 
evidencee for  this assumption is provided by the fact that the northeastern section is the 
highestt  part of the necropolis. From here there is a gradual slope down towards the south 
andd southwest. It is likely that the higher  ground would have been selected for  the first 
burials.. One could speculate that these were assigned to the first deceased members of a 
communityy new to Satricum. These were possibly single persons. It is interesting to note 
thatt  children's graves, which occur  with some consistency in the more southerly sections, 
appearr  to be absent from the graves in the north. 

Att  the same time, one might reasonably expect clear  social differentiation (expressed in 
termss of the numbers of grave goods) to be absent from the graves of the earliest 
individuals,, since for  them economic resources must have been limited. This assumption is 
supportedd by the simple nature of the few grave goods found there. The most commonly 
recordedd grave gift in this section (as in other  separate graves which contain only one 
vessel)) is a jar . These jars are either  large and coarse or  comparitively small and fine. This 
mayy imply a distinction, either  in terms of gender  or  social-economic status. We will 

2900 On the organisation of some burials into small distinct units of intersecting graves or series of graves, see Gnade 
1992a,, 21-22, n. 26. The clearest examples of family units may be recognized in the two central eastern groups, 
respectivelyy comprising five and four intersecting graves with identical orientations (6, 64, 111, 125, 126 and 120-122, 
132).. Similar arrangements may also be recognized in the smaller groups of intersecting burials, such as graves 14, 24, 
31,, graves 76, 77, 78, 92 and graves 80-81, 91; or in pairs of intersecting graves, like 123-124, 162a-162b/c, 163-176. 
Smalll  groups of adjacent graves with a corresponding orientation that appear to be spatially separated from the other 
gravess may also be identified in the same way (for example, 115, 40, 41 and 50); likewise those graves set in pairs (such 
ass graves 17 and 35, 37 and 38, 21/36, 19 and 20). 
2911 On the multiple burials, see Gnade 1992a, 34-35. 
2922 Gnade 1992a, 38, 40, 45. 
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returnn to the issue of gender-defined vessels at a later  stage. 
Itt  is probable that the earliest graves set the pattern which subsequent generations were 

expectedd to follow. Certainly, the full range of grave-types have been recorded in the 
northeasternn section. 

I ff  we pursue our  argument, we would expect successive phases of the necropolis to reflect 
aspectss of a more developed community, one which had grown in size and acquired more 
economicc substance. And indeed, some changes along these lines are observed. In contrast 
too the orderly arrangement of the graves in the northeastern section, the graves down the 
slopee to the south are less widely spaced and more densely clustered. Many are set against 
eachh other  and there are frequent intersections (see above).293 Several distinct plots can 
bee picked out. This higher  density may be tentatively linked to a growth in population. 
Childd burials appear  regularly in the central section and are often incorporated in grave 
unitss that may belong to individual families. The graves in this section also show an 
enrichmentt  in their  furnishings, both in the number  of gifts and in the occurrence of grave 
goodss that are commonly regarded as expensive items. The assortment of vessels has 
becomee substantially larger. One burial may contain more than one specimen of a 
particularr  vessel. Most of the imports found in the necropolis have been recorded in this 
section,, notably three large Etruscan transport amphorae and the fragments of a Massilian 
amphora.2944 In three instances the amphora is associated with a complex of several 
gravess and probably acted as a grave marker. The rarit y of the amphorae in the necropolis 
wouldd certainly seem to indicate the special position of certain individuals within the 
particularr  group. This is especially visible in the last graves to be dug, which significantly 
heldd the largest numbers of grave goods to be recorded in the necropolis. Remarkably, 
thesee graves belonged to children (see below).295 

Itt  appears that the centre of the necropolis was occupied by certain family groups that 
overr  time had built up a certain level of prosperity.296 This hypothesis is supported by 
thee presence of a few empty or  'poor' graves amongst the more richly  furnished 
examples.2977 In some cases, these are incorporated in a small grave unit next to a very 
richh grave. These 'poor' graves may well constitute the first burials in the family line. In 
time,, the space around them would then have been filled in, either  with the graves of the 
samee family group, partly dug into the original grave, or  with the graves of neighbouring 
familyy groups. It is possible that several plots were in use at the same time. In the case of 
onee particular  family unit, comprising graves 62, 64, 111, 125, 126, it may be observed 
thatt  the grave without gifts (111) is one of the earliest to have been dug, whereas the 
richestt  grave, child burial 62, is the latest (Fig. 19).298 A confirmation of the 
comparativelyy late date of the child's grave is provided by a black glazed kyli x found 
amongg its grave goods, which can be dated to the last quarter  of the fift h century or 

2933 See n. 214 on the various distinguished groups. 
2944 Etruscan amphorae have been found in graves 5, 35 en 64. Fragments of a Massilian amphora have been found 
scatteredd around grave 57. 
2955 This refers to graves 35a, 58 and 62, which held as many as 18, 14 and 24 vases respectively. 
2966 This probably also applies to the southern section. Similar small groups of partly overlapping graves have likewise 
beenn recorded here. They have not yet been excavated. 
2977 For example graves 111 and 121, both of which are part of a presumed family unit. 
2988 See comment on grave 64, Gnade 1992a, 228, for the stratigraphical sequence of these five intersecting graves. 
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possiblyy later. Incidentally, this grave is one of the latest datable graves in the 
necropolis.. The whole plot, comprised of five graves which contain at least seven burials, 
providess a fine example of a family unit spanning the whole period in which the 
necropoliss was in use. 

Ann interesting fact, which may be related to the chronological sequence of individual 
burials,, is the difference in depth of the graves. It has been noted throughout the cemetery 
thatt grave depths vary considerably, and that deep and shallow graves can occur next to 
eachh other, (as can 'rich' and 'poor' graves). At the time of publication no explanation 
couldd be offered for this phenomenon.300 In terms of the family group theory now being 
proposed,, we could see the deepest graves as the first in the line of descent, to be 
regardedd as the ancestor of the group. This suggestion would correspond remarkably well 
withh our reconstruction of the early 'poor' graves and the late 'rich' graves. In the case of 
thee grave plot 62, 64a/b, 111, 125 and 126a/b, grave 111 - which is the earliest and 
withoutt grave goods - is also the deepest (Fig. 19).301 Grave 64b, the second deepest, 
containss only one vessel. This grave must also be regarded as special for a number of 
otherr reasons. Apart from its depth, it is the only grave of the group to be provided with 
cornerr pits and is moreover the largest of its kind (2.55 x 1.00 m). 

Similarr observations regarding a depth-related chronology for the graves can be made in 
thee adjacent plot, which comprises graves 120a/b, 121, 122 and 132. The deepest grave 
120bb contains only one vase, whereas the shallower (and probably later) graves show 
comparativelyy richer furnishings.302 Such a reconstruction of course implies that the 
intentionn to establish a lineage group of burials was present at the time the first, deep 
gravee was dug. The apparent improbability of such a notion is countered, however, by the 
occurrencee of multiple-burials in one grave (see above), which are perhaps better defined 
ass 'lineage tombs'.303 

Itt is further to be noted that the fil l of grave 111 contained some 'old' Iron Age sherds 
thatt may be tentatively identified as belonging to an amphora of the Alfedena-type.304 

Untill  recently this type of vessel was virtually unknown in the archaeological record of 
Satricum.. As shown, however, similar fragments were brought to light in the upper layers 
off  the Poggio dei Cavallari.305 There they were interpreted as the remains of a destroyed 
grave,, being part of a layer containing predominantly secondary material. The presence of 
thesee fragments, together with some other Iron Age sherds in the fil l of an otherwise 
emptyy grave, could be interpreted differently, however, thereby removing the problem that 
thesee graves are laid out in a sterile area with no traces of earlier occupation. We might 
heree interpret the sherds as elements intentionally thrown into the fil l as part of a ritual 

2999 Grave 62 is the richest grave that has been recorded in the necropolis. It contained at least 24 vessels, among which 
aree various black-glazed items. See Stibbe 1992, 69-70 on the kylix; Gnade 1992a, 218-221, on grave 62. 
3000 See Gnade 1992a, 29. 
3011 See n. 297. 
3022 The fact that the less deep grave 121 did not contain gifts may be explained by the fact that the top layer of this 
gravee and objects belonging to it may have been destroyed together with that of the adjacent grave 132, which still 
revealedd some broken pottery finds. 
3033 Cf. Morris 1992, 174-199, for a comparable reconstruction of lineage tombs in the small necropolis of Vroulia on 
Rhodes;; on the significance of grave size and depth, see ibidem, 190-193. In contrast to the 'ancestors' in the Southwest 
Necropolis,, the oldest graves in Vroulia were the richest ones. 
3044 See Gnade 1992a, grave 111, no. 1 and comment on p. 303. 
3055 For comparable finds in the Poggio dei Cavallari and for references with regard to the Alfedena-amphora, see above, 
n.. 172. 
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establishingg a link with the background of the deceased. A comparable early and alien 
intrusion,, this time the upper half of an Iron Age impasto jar, has been recorded in grave 
122.3066 It has been suggested that this rather badly preserved vase - occurring as it does 
amongg much better preserved pottery - may have had a special significance to the dead 
person,, perhaps as an heirloom. 

Stilll  assuming a kinship structure, we could interpret the rather disorderly distribution of 
gravess in the soutwestern section as the final phase of expansion in the necropolis. On the 
otherr hand, we must concede that the disorderly impression is mainly based on a large 
clusterr of at least ten, partly intersecting, graves with rather varied orientations.307 This 
layoutt seems to diverge from the general pattern and the whole cluster may be related to a 
largee family group. 

Thee position of this cluster along the western periphery of the cemetery may also have a 
specificc significance, although one which can only be guessed at. To the southwest of the 
clusterr there are many isolated graves as well as several small groups of intersecting 
graves. . 

Inn general, the graves in the soutwestern section are not richly furnished. The average 
numberr of gifts appears to diminish again, while empty graves or graves containing a 
singlee object seem to occur more often. Some evidence for the presumed chronological 
expansionn of the necropolis in a southwesterly and/or southerly direction may be provided 
byy the slightly higher concentration of late black-glazed items recovered in this 
section.3088 However, it should be said that the basis of such evidence is thin, due to the 
generall  scarcity of black-glazed vessels in the necropolis. 

Thee argument in favour of a layout based on individual family units set against the 
backgroundd of a chronological expansion of the necropolis as a whole, largely depends on 
thee identification of small, intersecting grave groups. Unfortunately, neither the furnishings 
norr the shapes of the graves in question reveal enough distinctive or recurring features to 
confirmm the proposed family relations.309 However, the choice to dig one grave partly 
overlappingg another seems to have been intentional, at least where graves with similar 
orientationss are concerned. Most separate graves are well spaced, which indicates an 
awarenesss of where to dig. The occurrence of several burials in one trench offers further 
strongg support to the theory of kinship groups. Occasionally two members of one group 
mayy have died simultaneously, but it is higly unlikely that such situations occurred in all 
casess of multiple burial. The recurrence of child burials dug into or partly intersecting 
otherr (usually adult) burials, is further evidence in support of descent groups. 

Indicationn of deliberate choice is also provided by the alignment of graves along two 
mainn orientations. As yet, the reason for this choice and the ritual underlying it remain 
unclear. . 

3066 See Gnade 1992a, 321-22, grave 122, no. 3, Fig. XXII , PI. 8a. 
3077 See Gnade 1992a, 21 on the cluster of graves comprising graves 27, 29, 69, 74, 83, 96, 97, 104, 110, 112. Here it 
wass also observed that the floor levels of the earliest graves - generally the north-south graves - were lower than those of 
thee intersecting (and thus later) east-west graves. 
3088 Cf. the late, black-glazed miniature bowls (type 2, Steures 1992, 59) in graves 25 and 43; the St Valentine kantharos 
inn grave 54 (end fifth cent.); the one-handler in grave 2; and the oinochoe (c. 425) in grave 7. 
3WW Cf the necropolis of Osteria dell'Osa where the discerned family groups are each characterized by distinctive 
elements,, such as a specific type of pottery decoration, a specific use of a particular type of vessel, or an exclusive type 
off  grave gift, Bietti Sestieri 1992, 551-784; Bietti Sestieri/De Santis 1985, 36. 
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Ass far as the composition of the population buried in the necropolis is concerned, a 
numberr of further observations can be made. Some apply to the child burials, which, as 
wil ll  be shown, occupy a special position in the cemetery as a whole and in some of the 
buriall  groups in particular. Others relate to the gender of the buried persons and, thanks to 
thee results obtained from a re-examination of the osteological remains, allow some new 
conclusionss to be drawn. 

Childd burials 
Onee of the most remarkable aspects of the Southwest Necropolis is the way in which 
childrenn were treated. The general custom in Latium was to bury children adjacent to the 
hutt or house within the settlement. They do not seem to have had the right to be buried in 
thee communal cemetery.310 This practice, amongst others, distinguishes the Latial culture 
fromm its neighbours.311 The custom of burying children inside or nearby the house 
survivedd into later periods. In Satricum, for example, two suggrundaria were found inside 
thee Roman villa in the Poggio dei Cavallari, along the northern edge of the former lower 
settlementt area.312 

Inn the Southwest Necropolis, however, children were allowed a ritual similar to that 
givenn to adults. They were either incorporated into family plots as individual burials or 
buriedd in their own graves amongst those of the adults. Their graves seem to have been 
treatedd with equal care. Of the 189 burials recorded in 167 graves, about 35 have been 
recognizedd as child burials, based on the skeleton itself or on the size of the grave or on 
thee grave outfit.313 This number makes up c. 18.5 % of the burials, not a very high 
numberr when infant and child mortality must have been high (a mortality rate of 40 to 
50%% is considered normal).314 However, in the case of the Southwest Necropolis, the 
documentedd graves do not represent the entire community. We can even assume that there 
weree twice as many burials. At least thirty more graves remain to be excavated, while the 
completee cemetery was undoubtedly much larger.315 More child burials must therefore 

3100 Bietti Sestieri/De Santis 1985, 39-40. See Waarsenburg 1995a, 145, for child burials in Satricum dating to the Iron 
Age;; n. 429 for relevant literature on child burials in Latium. On the custom in general, see Gjerstad II, 154-56; on child 
burialss in Ficana, see Jarva 1981. 
3,11 Cf. Bartoloni et al. 1982, 259-60; Bietti Sestieri/De Santis 1985, 40. Cf. La Geniere 1990, 84-86, on child burials in 
Southernn Italy and Sicily. 
3122 See Heldring 1985, 74-75; CatSatricum 1985, 173 no. 334. 
3.33 See Gnade 1992a, 42-44, for the child burials. Fourteen had been identified via the skeletal remains (11 under the age 
off  10) and 19 on the basis of indirect evidence, such as the small dimensions of the grave or the character and size of 
thee grave goods. Additional study of the skeletal remains has resulted in the identification of three more child burials in 
gravess 115a, 148 and 160c (see Rubini et al. in this volume). In the cases of graves 115a and 148, children of 10-11 and 
5-77 years have been respectively identified on the basis of extra dental elements found in the boxes containing the bone 
materiall  (personal comment Rubini). The same burials were previously assigned to adults of about 25 years (respectively 
gravess 115b and 148), see Hoogland 1992, 119. Grave 160 concerns a child of 5+/-6 months, lying in the upper layer of 
thee fossa. Its existence was already presumed on the basis of the find of two small vases and the bulging outline of the 
grave.. The re-examination of the bones also resulted in a slight correction of the age of the body in grave 109, from 
15+/-33 years to 18-20. This removed it from the list of child burials. See Rubini et al. in the Appendix. 
3.44 Cf. for instance La Geniere 1990, 84-85, on the different opinions prevailing amongst demographers and 
anthropologistss on the ratio of child mortality. 
3155 The southern and eastern limits of the cemetery have not been established. The graves in the lower southern section 
havee not been excavated; more graves have been registered below and to the east of the modern pig-shed that covers the 
easternn part of the necropolis. 
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havee been present. It is at the same time very probable that many child burials are no 
longerr recognizable due to the poor soil conditions.316 In spite of the small number 
whichh have been preserved, the child burials that have been positively identified provide a 
sufficientlyy large sample to convey how children were buried in this particular community. 

Manyy of the children buried in the Southwest Necropolis seem to have occupied a 
significantt position in the community. This may be inferred, as we wil l see below, from 
thee regular presence of miniature lead objects and from the often high number of vases 
presentt in their burials. As has been said, grave 62 with its 24 vessels constitutes the 
richestt grave of the necropolis. Graves 35a and 58 are solid runners-up with 18 and 10 
vasess respectively. 

Itt may be recalled that these particular graves were in family plots and were the last 
gravess to be dug. The occupants therefore seem to represent the last members of their 
familyy lines. The striking display of wealth in the children's graves may perhaps be 
explainedd in terms of growing competition between various family groups, possibly 
mirroringg the social distinctions of daily life.317 It implies that prestige or rank was 
acquiredd through hereditary transmission rather than personal achievement. 

Thee special attention given to children marks them as social persons, a phenomenon that 
findss parallels in this period only outside ancient Latium. Comparable examples of socially 
significantt child burials are found not only in inland cemeteries such as those of Alfedena 
andd Campovalano, but also in the southern region of Campania (the cemeteries of 
Pontecagnano)3188 and in Etruria (the necropolis of Veii, for example).319 The best 
knownn child burials from Magna Graecia are those of the Lucifero necropolis of Locri 
Epizefiri.320 0 

Thee cemetery of Alfedena, in the central Apennines, may serve as the best parallel 
becausee of its more or less contemporary date. During the recent excavations conducted in 
thiss necropolis three distinct burial groups have been identified, all of which contain child 
burialss in individual graves amongst those of the adults.321 The graves are generally 
madee to size and contain small personal objects and vases, often of small dimensions. 
Theyy sometimes yield a larger number of objects than the adult burials.322 

3166 On the soil conditions in the Southwest Necropolis, see Duivenvoorden 1992, 435. 
3177 A similar process of growing differentation between family groups has been noted, for example, in the necropolis of 
Osteriaa dell'Osa during the eight century, see Bietti Sestieri/De Santis 1985, 39. 
3188 For child burials in Pontecagnano, see D'Agostino in NSc 1968, 120, nos. 71-73. 
3199 The necropolis of Quattro Fontanili in Veii has revealed some child burials of elevated rank, cf. Bartoloni 1993, 275: 
tombb OP 5 containing a cremation (NSc 1972, 299-302), fossa grave GG 13-14 with loculus and cist containing a male 
childd of seven years (NSc 1965, 112-115), fossa grave HH 6-7 with loculus containing a male child of five years (NSc 
1967,, 252-258), fossa grave GG 14-115 with possible wooden coffin, containing a 15 year-old child, probably female 
(NSc(NSc 1965, 117). 
3200 For the analysis of sex and age classes in this necropolis, see Cerchiai 1982, 289-298; cf. also La Geniere 1990, 85-
86,, on the burial of children in Southern Italy. 
3211 The necropolis of Alfedena covers the period from the late sixth to the fourth centuries. The necropolis, first 
publishedd by Mariani in 1901, was more fully excavated between 1974-1979 under the direction of F. Parise Badoni and 
M.. Ruggeri Giove. They published the results in 1980. 
3222 See Parise Badoni/ Ruggeri Giove 1980, xiii (child burial in the first group), xxii (second group, with the notably rich 
childd burial no. 71), xxix (third group, with the rich burial no. 103). Graves 71 and 103 were each assigned a special 
positionn within the groups, being located in the centre among burials with weapons and ripostigli. Some remarkably rich 
childd burials were also recorded among the graves published by Mariani in 1901 (L. Mariani, Aufidena, MonAnt 10, 
1901,, 225-638), for instance, grave no. 393 (p. 602). 
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Off  the 35 child burials identified in the Southwest Necropolis, ten contained miniatur e 
leadd weapons marking the deceased as male.323 Remarkably, all these burials lay over  an 
adultt  grave, in four  cases that of a male and in one case, a female.324 

Ass to the significance of the lead miniatures, we can only guess. Without doubt, they 
hadd a symbolic meaning. They were specially made as burial gifts, probably as substitutes 
forr  real objects, and immediately recall the early Iron Age cremations of Latium where 
weaponryy is usually miniaturized. There the weapons have been interpreted as symbolic 
substitutess for  use in the hereafter.325 However, the Latial custom of miniaturizatio n is 
partt  of a wider  phenomenon that is mainly connected with adults. The miniaturizatio n 
oftenn extends to the house of the deceased and sometimes even to his person.326 The 
miniatur ee weapons in the Southwest Necropolis, on the other  hand, seems to be exclusive 
too the youngest members of the community, implying a different symbolic 
significance.3277 They may of course be explained as symbolic references to the warrior 
statuss of the family, or  to the 'future ' role imputed to the deceased.328 But apart from 
thiss gender-based significance, the objects must have held a wider  symbolic meaning, one 
associatedd with authority and power. Most significant in this respect is the presence of 
axes,, in one case even a double-axe.329 As such, the axe is part of a communal ideology 
encounteredd in the Phoenician and Hellenic worlds as well as in the Etrusco-Itali c 
region.3300 Examples of the axe as a symbol of authority are numerous, both in religious 
andd in political contexts.331 A good example from the Central-Itali c indigenous world is 
providedd by the monumental Guerriero di Capestrano, who holds a small axe in his right 
hand.3322 Miniatur e axes are known from various other  inland sites. A miniatur e bronze 
axee and two miniatur e lance heads have been found in the sanctuary of Hercules in 
Campochiaro333.. Another  miniatur e bronze axe-head is recorded in the votive deposit of 
Carsoli.3344 Several iron axe-heads have been recorded in the necropolis of Alfedena.335 

3233 The graves with miniature lead objects are : 17a, 52a, 58, 70, 94a, 103a, 120a, 124, 143a, 167a. Grave 178 may be 
addedd to this list. It contained a small fragment of lead, possibly belonging to a miniature pike. 
3244 Grave 17a is lying on top of a grave containing an iron pike; graves 58 and 70 both intersect with graves containing 
ann ollaforata that have been identified as a male object (see below); grave 124 intersects with grave 123, of which the 
skeletall  remains have been identified as male; grave 167a lies on top of 167b and 167c, both of which contained female 
skeletonss (see Rubini et ai, Appendix). 
3255 See Colonna 1974, 288-92, on the custom of miniaturization in the early Iron Age in Latium; Bietti Sestieri 1992, 45, 
forr the significance of the miniature weapons in the necropolis of Osteria dell'Osa. Weapons are considered as indicators 
off  the social role of the deceased. As a precaution for the living, they have been substituted by miniature reproductions. 
3266 On miniature hut-ums, see Bartoloni et al. 1987; on miniature human figurines, see Damgaard Andersen 1993, 7-56. 
3277 With the possible exception of the miniature lead axe-head found in grave 94a (see below). It was found in the 
disturbedd fill , but high up and to the side of a very long grave (2.70 m). 
3288 Cf. Cerchiai 1982, 293, for the significance of miniature objects in the burials of young girls in the necropolis of 
Locrii  Epizeferi. It has been suggested that some of the miniatures may be regarded as items expressing the 'future' role 
off  the child. 
3299 Graves 17a, 52a, 94a, 124, 143a held single axe-heads; grave 167a contained a double-axe; on the miniature axes in 
thee Southwest Necropolis, see Meering 1992, 109-110. 
3300 For the diffusion of the 'custom of the axe' and its significance, see Chiaramonte Treré, in CatGrande Roma 1986, 
182,, with references. 
3311 Chiaramonte Treré, in CatGrande Roma 1986, 182, with references. 
3322 Cianfarani 1976, pi. 85. 
3333 CatSannio 1980, 208, nos. 5a-c, fig. 68.5a, (resp. sizes: 0.084 (axe), 0.077 and 0.059 (lances), with (mistaken) 
referencee to the necropolis of Novilara, where bronze axe-heads of a larger size (0.10-0.15) have been found in five 
warriorr tombs, see Brizio 1895, coll. 240-242. 
3344 Personal communication M.T. Onorati. 
3355 See Mariani 1901, 367 and fig. 83 (0.15 in length). 
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Thee connotation of authority presumed to adhere to the axe is strongly supported by the 
inscriptionn on the specimen found in grave 94a (Fig. 23). This inscription has recently 
beenn interpreted by Colonna.336 It identifies the original owner of the axe as an aedilis, 
whoo without doubt should be seen as a person of high social rank with power to 
command.. On account of the large size of the grave that contained the axe-head (2.70 m), 
thee object has recently been attributed to an adult, quite in accordance with the function of 
aedilis.aedilis.337337 Its position in the upper fil l of the grave, however, is in line with the pattern 
off  miniature lead objects associated with child burials which are dug into the graves of 
adults.338 8 

Thee consistent use of lead in the miniatures from the Southwest Necropolis is another 
aspectt that distinguishes them from the miniaturization recorded in other burial contexts. 
Inn most other graves, miniatures are in bronze.339 In the case of graves in the Southwest 
Necropolis,, a direct reference to the hereafter may have been expressed in the chthonic 
propertiess generally ascribed to the metal.340 

Apartt from miniature lead weapons, child burials can also contain miniature vessels or 
vasess of a comparatively small size. Such vessels have been recorded in 19 child burials, 
fivee of which also contained a miniature lead weapon.341 The other five graves with lead 
objectss contain either normal objects or no other items at all.342 The significance of these 
differencess in outfit is unclear. We do not know, for example, whether the child burials 
withoutt lead weapons are those of young girls or whether they may still be attributed to 
boys.. Lead objects may occur in both richly and poorly furnished graves, while child 
burialss with a rich outfit may lack lead weapons (as is best illustrated by grave 62, which 
containss the largest number of vessels). The question of whether age differences are 
impliedd by the presence of miniatures alone, or of miniatures in combination with 
normallyy sized vases, cannot be resolved. In the 17 cases that an age has been established, 
alll  kinds of combinations occur. It may be noted, however, that the range of miniature or 
smalll  vessels found in the child burials is larger than in the adult burials. The vessels 
comprisee jugs, bowls, jars and kantharoi, whereas the miniatures in adult graves consist 
predominantlyy of small jugs implying a different ritual significance (see below on the 
characterr of the grave goods). One might therefore assume that the miniature vases in the 
childd burials were intended as actual substitutes for normally sized objects and were given 
forr use in the hereafter. 

3366 See Colonna 1995, 3-20. 
3377 Cf. Colonna 1995, 11. 
3388 See below, for the discussion of the interpretation of the inscription and for the attribution of the axe-head. 
3399 Lead miniature weapons were probably also present in the graves on the acropolis, as may be deduced from the 
sporadicc find of a miniature lead axe in 1990 (V 2702, not published). The piece has been consigned to the Groningen 
excavationn team dealing with the graves on the hill. 
3400 See Meering 1992, 111-12, on the magical connotations of lead. 
3411 See Gnade 1992a, 41 and n. 76; 43 and n. 89, for the child burials containing miniature objects. Fourteen such burials 
weree intially identified. The list of graves with only miniature objects has since been extended by four, following the 
reassignmentt of objects to particular burials. These are grave 160b, the newly identified child grave 160c, grave 162b 
andd possibly grave 167a; graves 119 and 178 have been added to the list of child burials containing both miniature and 
normall  objects. Grave 109 must now be removed from the list because the age of the deceased has been corrected (see 
Rubinii  et ai, Appendix). This leaves a total of 19. 
3422 This applies to burials 52a (kylix, plain jar, handled jar), 70 (2 bowls), 94a, 103a, 124. It is possible, however, that 
thee normal-sized vessels belong to a deeper grave into which the child burial had been dug. 
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Gender r 
Initially ,, few results were obtained which could lead to the identification of the sex of the 
individualss buried in the Southwest Necropolis. Littl e help was offered by the skeletal 
remains.. In general, these appeared to have been poorly preserved and early analysis of 
thee remains established the sex of only three individuals.343 

Likewise,, the outfits of the graves offered few clues to a differentiation between males 
andd females. Nor could any patterns be discerned in the distribution of grave shapes which 
mightt have been linked to gender and age. Only in a very small number of cases (and 
withh varying degrees of certainty) could the sex of individual members of the community 
bee identified on the basis of particular attributes present in the grave.344 Typical gender-
objects,, such as a weapon or a spindle-whorl, were present in only 19 graves, a rather low 
figuree given the total number of graves.345 The miniature lead weapons, while more 
exceptional,, were also identified as gender-objects (see above). 

Inn the few cases where a specific gender could be clearly recognized from the presence 
off  a particular attribute, the observation could not be corroborated by the osteological 
remainss themselves. 

Recently,, however, the osteological remains have been re-examined using more advanced 
methods.. This has led to the revision of earlier conclusions. As well as a slight correction 
off  the average age and an extension of the sample by ten cases, the gender of 43 
individualss could be defined, nine with a high degree of certainty.346 

Withh the help of the new data it is now possible to make a connection between the 
observedd sex of some individuals and a specific vessel-type that occurs in many grave 
furnishings.. This vessel is the olla forata (a jar with pierced lip) which belongs to a 
categoryy of grave gift typical to the Southwest Necropolis (Fig. 21).347 Forty-nine pieces 
havee been recovered, distributed between 43 graves. My own suggestion, based on the 
identificationn of the skeletal remains and/or associations with typical male attributes in the 
furnishings,, is that this type of vessel is linked to male individuals in the Southwest 
Necropolis.. In six instances the jars were found in burials that were identified as possibly 
malee via analysis of the skeleton. In ten other graves the jar was part of an outfit 
containingg a typical male attribute, either an iron weapon or a lead substitute. So far, only 
onee female (?) burial contained an olla forata?** Other objects, notably vessels 
associatedd with wine consumption, appear next to the jars with some regularity and may 
confirmm their male connotation. 

Thee olla forata is a shape which so far has no parallels outside Satricum, despite 

3433 Hoogland 1992, 117-123. The remains of 94 skeletons were studied. In 67 instances the age of the individual at the 
timee of death could be approximated, but only in three cases was it possible to establish the gender. 
3444 Gnade 1992a, 41-42. 
3455 Iron weapons (comprising lanceheads, spear heads, one butt and one knife) were present in 16 graves. Three graves 
containedd a spindle whorl or a loom weight. 
3466 Rubini et ai, Appendix. 
3477 Steures 1992, 63-68. 
3488 This was grave 19, where the identification of the deceased as female is uncertain. 
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occasionall  references to similar  items from other  sites.349 The shape in some ways 
recallss that of the kernos-jar, of which two specimens have been recorded in Votive 
Depositt  II  at Satricum. This jar  is made of a similar  depurated ware. The shoulder  carries 
twoo opposing spouts which run into surmounting shallow bowls. The rim  of the jar  itself 
iss pierced by four  perforations placed cross-wise.350 Exact parallels for  this kind of jar 
aree likewise unknown. The device of applying surmounting bowls to large containers is 
widespreadd in the Central-Adriati c regions, where it is associated with wine. Unlike many 
off  these items, however, the bowls of the Satricum specimens are connected to the main 
bodyy via the spouts on the shoulder.351 In spite of this difference, the association of the 
kernos-jarr  with wine is not to be excluded. The jars with perforated lip from the 
Southwestt  Necropolis may also be connected with wine or  with its preparation, although 
anotherr  function for  them has been proposed.352 In order  to explain the holes in the lip, 
itt  has been suggested that these acted as ventilation holes during the fermentation of kefir . 
Forr  a number  of reasons, other  alcoholic drink s were ruled out. In my view, however, it is 
stilll  worth considering the jar  as a fermentation vessel used in the preparation of wine. 
Certainly,, there is some correlation to be observed between the olie f orate and the 
consumptionn of wine. In more than half the instances where such a jar  was found, other 
(drinkin gg and pouring) vessels generally associated with wine were also present, either  of 
normall  size or  in miniatur e form. In 18 cases a drinkin g vessel was involved, either  a 
locallyy made kantharos (11) or  a black-glazed cup (7). In the exceptionally rich grave 62, 
specimenss of both vessel-types were present.353 In 15 cases (11 of which also involved a 
drinkin gg vessel) there was a miniatur e jug.354 

Too date, the olla forata and its regular  association with particular  vessels is the only 
examplee in the necropolis of a pattern, either  in the contextual sense or  in the association 
off  a vase with a particular  gender. 

I ff  we choose to consider  the olla forata as a grave gift confined to male burials, the total 
numberr  of males buried in the necropolis rises significantly. The effect is to til t the 
generall  balance between the sexes strongly towards the males. It could of course be 
arguedd that many of the remaining graves must have belonged to women, which would go 
somee way towards restoring the balance. However, male burials do seem to be in the 
majority .. This can be inferred from the bones themselves, which also indicate a slight 
predominancee of males. Further  evidence may be derived from a similar  (though less 
marked)) imbalance in the ratio between the most common gender  attributes, the weapons 
andd the spinning and weaving items. The latter  were present in only three graves, 
comparedd with 15 containing an iron weapon and 10 with a lead substitute. That is a ratio 

3499 Bouma 1996, I, 373, n. 625 with parallels from Crustumerium, Antemnae and Artena. These specimens, however, do 
nott convince because they are rims of plain jars. The only vessel that in some way recalls the olla forata comes from the 
latee seventh-century grave no. 153 in the necropolis of Laurentina, cf. Bedini, in CatGrande Roma 1990, 256, no. 10.3.3. 
Itt is an ovoid jar with a rim perforated by four holes, made of depurated clay with a grey core and a reddish slip on the 
outside.. On the whole, however, the vase shows very littl e similarity with the vessels from the Southwest Necropolis. 
3500 Bouma 1996, I, 347-348. Bouma considers the olla forata a later substitute for the kernos-jar. 
3511 Compare an impasto jar from Caporciano, published in Catalogo del Museo archeologico di Campli (a cura di 
Vincenzoo d'Ercole e Walter Pellegrini) 1987, 29, fig. 1. 
3522 On the suggested function of the jar with holes in the lip, see Steures 1992, 63-66; idem 1993. 
3533 An olla forata was found together with a kantharos in graves 13, 29, 40, 42, 59, 62, 99, 122, 142, 145, 161; together 
withh a black-glazed cup in graves 62, 64b, 86, 143c, 153, 168, 169. 
3544 An olla forata was found together with a pouring vessel in graves 19, 40, 42, 59, 62, 63, 76, 120a, 122, 142, 143c, 
145,, 153, 161, 169. 
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off  1:8. If we apply the same ratio to the other 161 burials which lack typical gender 
objects,, we arrive at a rough estimate of the males represented in the excavated graves, i.e. 
165. . 

Thesee observations regarding the perforated jar are, of course, somewhat speculative and 
cannott be proven. However, the jar is undoubtedly one of the most characteristic items in 
thee necropolis, and one which is found in comparative high numbers. As such the vessel 
probablyy possessed a special meaning, which in turn makes it a useful marker in our 
attemptss to decode possible underlying patterns in the Southwest Necropolis. 

Ass far as female burials are concerned, the newly obtained data from the skeletal 
remainss also allow for some additional observations, albeit of a more general nature. For 
example,, it appears that the graves of females were generally less richly furnished than 
thosee of males. Most are either empty or contain no more than two or three vases. 

Thee militar y aspect 
Onee factor that unmistakably points to the male gender is the presence of weapons. As has 
beenn said, the Southwest Necropolis has yielded remarkably few weapons. Iron weapons 
havee been recorded in only 15 graves, or c. 8% of the 189 excavated burials (nine 
lanceheads,, three spearheads, possibly a spear-butt (sauroter) and one or two pikes);355 

miniaturee lead weapons were found in ten graves which have been assigned to 
children.3566 The presence of weapons, however few, indicates that the community was 
acquaintedd with military activity and probably participated in warfare. It has been 
suggested,, by way of explaining their small numbers, that weapons were too precious to 
buryy in graves (although exceptions could clearly be made).357 On the other hand, given 
thee extremely poor state of preservation of the weapons recovered, we might suppose that 
moree burials may have held weapons which have not survived.358 

Weaponryy in graves is a well-known phenomenon in Iron Age Latium. Bronze weapons in 
miniaturee are present in ninth-century cremation burials, substituting for real weapons. In 
eighth-centuryy inhumation burials they have been replaced by full-sized weapons. An 
increasee in warrior equipment is then observed, culminating in the rich warrior and chariot 
burialss of the late eighth and early seventh centuries. Similarly, the bronze weapons of the 
earlyy Iron Age seem to have been replaced by iron weapons during the eighth century 
(periodd III). 359 Their reappearance, often combined with iron weaponry, is regarded as a 
signn of status.360 Weapons then seem to disappear from the burial record in the course of 
thee third quarter of the seventh century. The latest grave in the Iron Age necropolis of 
Satricumm with iron weapons is grave V, with a closing date of 650/640.361 Their absence 

3555 On the iron weapons in the Southwest Necropolis see, Van Berkel 1992, 99-102. 
3566 Meeting 1992, 109-114. 
3577 Van Berkel 1992, 101. 
3588 This suggestion has been rejected by Bouma 1992, I, 192, but during excavation we often experienced how 
disintegratedd iron objects could vanish on the spot, leaving only a 'rusty shade' in the fil l of the grave, cf grave 103b.7, 
Gnadee 1992a, 288. 
3S""  See Bedini/Cordano 1980, 103. 
3600 Cf. Bartoloni/Cataldi Dini 1980, 134 no. 51/a-c; cf. also, Bartoloni et al. 1982, 263-64; Waarsenburg 1995a, 102, n. 
432. . 
3fill For Tomb V in the Northwest Necropolis, see Waarsenburg 1995a, 91-95. 
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hass been explained by the suggestion that they had now become hereditary objects, 
transmittedd to descendants.362 

Thee general significance of weaponry in graves in ancient Latium seems to be primarily 
relatedd to the social rank of the deceased, either in symbolizing warrior status during the 
earlyy Iron Age or in marking the deceased as a member of the social élite in the 
succeedingg Orientalizing period. The shift in the symbolic significance of weapons - that 
is,, from weapons referring to warfare, to weapons referring to status (independent of 
gender)) - takes place in the second half of the eighth century. This is demonstrated by the 
multiplee presence of bronze shields in single warrior burials; or (in the seventh century) by 
thee presence of shields in rich female burials, sometimes even in combination with a 
chariot.3633 This change has been explained in terms of a decreasing interest in marking 
thee deceased as a warrior.364 

Withh regard to the weapons in the Southwest Necropolis, it is difficult to establish their 
exactt significance. Do they refer to the actual warrior role of the deceased, or are they to 
bee regarded as symbols implying a high social status? Littl e help is offered by the rest of 
thee burial evidence. It has been claimed that the weapons recovered were concentrated in a 
particularr area of the necropolis,365 but in view of their presence in graves 88, 89 and 
1666 and 182, all situated along the outer limits of the excavated burial ground, their 
distributionn would appear to be far wider. In contrast to burials from the Orientalizing 
period,, those which contain weapons in the Southwest Necropolis are not otherwise 
distinctivee in any particular way, either in their furnishing or in the shape of the 
graves.3666 It may be significant, however, that the iron weapons seem to occur 
predominantlyy in graves that are attributed to older members of the community.367 In 
fourr cases the deceased was older than 33 and in the two other cases the age was between 
255 and 30. No weapons were recovered in graves assigned to subadults or adults between 
122 and 25.368 Weapons appear again in the burials of the youngest members, but now as 
leadd miniatures. 

Givenn these patterns, it seems reasonable to interpret the presence of weapons in only a 
limitedd number of graves, with a single piece per grave,369 as a particular mark of 
honour.. The weapon was undoubtedly related to the former military function of the 
deceasedd but it seems also to have had a more specific meaning, perhaps to emphasize or 

3622 Waarsenburg 1995a, 92, with reference to Stary 1981, 198 in n. 324. 
3633 See Bartoloni et al. 1982, 263-264, with references to Castel di Decima, Praeneste, Laurentina and Veii; see also 
Bartolonii  1993, 274-276. 
3644 D'Agostino 1990, 71. For a different interpretation of the changing symbolic significance of weaponry in graves see, 
recently,, Riva 1999, 331-335. In Riva's view, the figure of the warrior persists, but is now perceived via a cultural 
identity-basedd notion of status rather than from the gender-based notion of status that prevailed in the period before. 
3655 Van Berkel 1992, 101. 
3666 The number of other grave goods generally ranges from one to three vessels. Graves 142 (eight vases), 145 (seven 
vases)) and grave 182 (seven vases) form the exceptions. 
3677 The age of the individuals buried with an iron weapon could be established in six cases. 
3688 A similar correlation between weapons and a certain age group has been noted in the necropolis of Alfedena. In the 
thirdd burial group the graves containing weapons belonged to the older men. The graves of individuals of 17-25 years of 
agee did not held weapons, see Parise Badoni/Ruggeri Giove 1980, xxix. 
3<ww The only exception is grave 37/38, which contained three weapons, one for each individual grave and one that was 
probablyy meant for both. 
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symbolizee his persona] achievements as a warrior. These would no doubt have been 
greaterr after several years of military activity. The total absence of weapons in the graves 
off  young men (the most likely group of active warriors) and the presence of single items 
addss support to this reading of the weapons as having honorific significance. A single 
weaponn can hardly be considered the real equipment of a warrior. The strength of the 
militaryy strand in the community's culture is most obvious from the miniature weapons 
foundd in child burials. 

Characterr  of the grave gifts 
Thiss discussion of the meaning of particular burial gifts leads directly into the problem of 
thee correct interpretation of the other gifts. Are they to be regarded as objects of daily use 
orr as funerary gifts that were especially made for the occasion? Thanks to recent 
discoveriess made in Satricum, we now have the chance to make comparisons between 
findss from contexts with very different characters. Not only do we have the burial context 
off  the Southwest Necropolis. We also have the objects found in the apparently sacral 
contextt of Votive Deposit II on the acropolis. On the other hand we have finds from an 
unmistakablyy domestic context, collected from the household debris in the dump stratum 
off  the Poggio dei Cavallari. 

Inn general, a close similarity can be observed in the type, shape and fabric of the vessels 
foundd in the three contexts. All contain pots from the same functional classes - eating, 
drinking,, pouring and storage. All display a prevalence of the more simple shapes, such as 
bowlss and jars, with an obvious dominance of plain varieties.370 But there are also some 
notablee differences that may be related to the specific nature of the contexts.371 

Shapess that are particularly found in the Southwest Necropolis and may be therefore 
assignedd a specific funerary character are the coarseware jars with bosses on the shoulder 
(olla(olla bugnata), the small two-handled jars of light depurated clay (stamnos), the jars with 
perforatedd rim (olla forata) and the kantharoi with double-reeded handles of imitation 
bucchero.. These particular vessels have few parallels elsewhere in Satricum. The small, 
two-handledd jar may even be unique to the Southwest Necropolis.372 

Vesselss that are notably absent in the graves but which constitute regular items both in 
Votivee Deposit II and in the dump in the Poggio dei Cavallari are the large storage jar, the 
differentt types of large basins, the lid and the lid-bowl. 

Thee assumption here is that the deceased was given a small meal or some provison for his 

3700 Bouma, jar type IV and bowl type III for Votive Deposit II; Steures jar types 2-5 and bowl types 2-5 for the 
Southwestt Necropolis. 
3711 Cf. Bouma 1996, I, 299-302, discussing the differences and similarities between the artifacts in the Southwest 
Necropoliss and those in Votive Deposit II. 
3722 The olla forata is clearly under-represented in the deposit (with 17 fragments of pierced rims and 13 fragments of 
bottomss or other parts attributed to the jar) and is represented by only a few fragments in the dump. Similarily, only a 
feww specimens of the bucchero kantharoi with double-reeded handles are known from the deposit, while the dump 
stratumm in the Poggio dei Cavallari has yielded only fragments. Of the large jar with bosses, fragments have been 
recordedd sporadically in both the dump stratum and the deposit; the vessel occurs in miniature in the deposit. See Bouma 
I,, 1996, 372-73, on the olla forata in the deposit; 348-351, on the jar with bosses (decorated jar); 380-382, on the 
kantharoii  with double-reeded handles. 
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journey.. This may be inferred from, amongst other  things, the primaril y domestic character 
off  the pottery, which presents the most basic shapes. The plain jars (presumably cooking 
vessels)) and some of the other  shapes, often show greasy black traces on the inside and 
sometimess yielded carbonized remains of the original organic content.373 Unfortunately, 
thesee contents could not be analysed. The only exception concerned the small stamnos 
fromm the burial of the girl in the Poggio dei Cavallari which was discussed earlier. Here 
partt  of the carbonized contents could be identified as coming from a hazel tree.374 The 
woodd may have belonged to a ladle. 

Tracess of use, such as the secondary burning observed on the cooking pots, may indicate 
aa former  utilitaria n function in daily life. On the other  hand, they could be the result of a 
meall  cooked at the grave. Neither  option can be proven. It should be noted, however, that 
thee other  shapes do not show obvious traces of use. The most notable characteristic of the 
jarr  with perforated rim (plla forata) and of the jar  with handles is their  soft, powdery 
fabric.. This would certainly have revealed traces of former  use, unless an original surface 
hass completely disappeared. The absence of wear  on these delicate surfaces suggests that 
theyy have never  been used in daily life. It also supports the assumption of the primaril y 
funeraryy character  of both jars. 

Thee absence of larger  vessels (like the large storage jars and the large basins) from the 
graves,, seems to be in line with a funerary ritual  characterised by a preference for  smaller 
vessels.. The deceased is often provided with rather  small pots. These may have contained 
onlyy a small portion of food and drink , just enough to bridge the period of passing from 
onee world to the other. The jar  with bosses and the small two-handled jars can then be 
interpretedd as substitutes for  the larger  vessels of comparable shape (the storage jars with 
andd without handles) which are known from the daily repertoire. The possible function of 
thee jar  with perforated rim as a substitute for  the kernos-jar  (equally absent in the 
necropolis)) has already been discussed. 

Inn general, both the deposit and the dump stratum in the Poggio dei Cavallari have yielded 
aa much broader  range of type-varieties of certain shapes, among which the more common 
shapess of jars and bowls prevail. The absence of some of these vessel-types in the 
Southwestt  Necropolis, such as the high-rimmed jar  and the jar  with encircling cord 
decoration,, is explained by their  relatively late appearance in the pottery repertoire of 
Latium .. They only seem to occur  after  the final date of the necropolis.375 The absence of 
otherss might be due to reasons of ritual. 

Thee miniaturizatio n of some of the grave gifts suggests that part at least of the grave outfit 
wass especially made for  the occasion. The clearest examples are, of course, the miniatur e 
weaponss we have discussed earlier. But the miniatur e vases may also be ascribed to the 
funeraryy category. 

Thee occurrence of miniatur e vases in Latium is generally related to the votive sphere. A 

3733 See Gnade 1992a, 40-41 and n. 75 for the small jars with possible organic remains. 
3744 The wood was analyzed by P. van Rijn of the BIAX (Onderzoeks- en Adviesbureau voor Biologische Archeologie en 
Landschapsreconstructie)) in Amsterdam. 
3755 On the high-rimmed jar in Votive Deposit II, (type 45 Bouma), see Bouma 1996, I, 368-369; on the jar with 
encirclingg cord decoration, Bouma, type III , idem, 348-351. In the Poggio dei Cavallari, the high-rimmed jar is exclusive 
too the top stratum; the jar with encircling cord seems to occur earlier, but becomes more frequent in the upper layers. 
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feww examples from graves are known, but these are rather exceptional. The miniature 
objectss in the child burials have already been discussed. It is to be noted, however, that 
miniaturee vases are recorded in the burial outfits of adults (33) more often than in those of 
childrenn (14).377 These consist predominantly of small jugs, which probably had a 
specificc symbolic function, perhaps associated with libation. 

Summingg up, it seems reasonable to conclude that the gifts in the graves of the Southwest 
Necropoliss are more ritually defined than they appear at first sight. Behind their mundane 
appearance,, the objects seem to have held a deeper significance that can only occasionally 
bee glimpsed. The most obvious cases, of course, are those of the miniaturized objects. The 
symbolicc significance of the iron weapons has also been discussed, but unfortunately we 
remainn in the dark about that of the vessels. One plausible interpretation is to see them as 
imitationss of full-sized versions belonging to the daily repertoire. 

Observationss on the chronology of the necropolis 
Thee Southwest Necropolis was in use for almost the entire fifth century. This period can 
bee approximated on the basis of the few datable items found in the graves.378 Due to the 
factt that the majority of grave gifts belong to the category of ordinary ware, no exact 
initiall  or final date can be established for the necropolis. Nevertheless, provisional dates 
havee been proposed. These are: for the initial date, 488 (which accords with the presumed 
presencee of the Volscians in Satricum); and for the final date, 420 (which is based on the 
datee of the majority of the datable vessels).379 The latter seems to me suspect, since 
somee comparative late black-glazed items were left out of consideration.380 Their 
presencee suggests, in my view, that the final date of the necropolis could be safely 
loweredd to c. 400 or even beyond. The initial date (488) is retained since no new 
archaeologicall  data seems to have come to hand. 

Sincee the discovery of the necropolis, a steady flow of new pottery finds dating to the 
fifthh and fourth centuries has extended the Satricum pottery repertoire. Unfortunately, most 
off  the new vessels belong to the category of locally manufactured ordinary ware, making 
thee task of assigning particular vessel-types to precise chronological phases all the more 
difficult.. Earlier attempts to establish a relative chronology for the ordinary vessels in the 

3766 Apart from the miniatures in the early Iron Age graves, where miniaturization is commonly encountered as an integral 
elementt of the ritual, miniature vases have been recorded only sporadically in graves, cf. Cataldi Dini 1977, 324, tomb 
200 in the necropolis of Ficana, containing a miniature jug and a miniature biconical vase. Cf. also Bedini 1980, 62, for 
gravess with miniatures in the necropolis of Acqua Acetosa-Laurentina; idem, in CaiGrande Roma 1990, 256-257, grave 
Hgg 47 with a miniature jug and a miniature jar (probably a child burial) and chamber burials 1 and 2, each containing a 
miniaturee jar. 
3777 For an enumeration of the graves containing miniature objects, see Gnade 1992a, 41, nn. 76-77. 
3788 See Steures/Stibbe in Gnade 1992a, 50-52 for a survey of the datable objects. 
3799 Steures/Stibbe in Gnade 1992a, 52. 
3800 See for instance, the black-glazed miniature bowl, type 2 of Steures, for which there are comparatively late parallels 
datedd well into the fourth century, see Steures 1992, 59, n. 33. This particular shape has been recorded in three graves in 
thee Southwest Necropolis (graves 8, 25 and 43). Cf. also two St Valentine kantharoi, present respectively in grave 7 and 
gravee 54 (end fifth cent.); a black-glazed stemless cup in grave 62 (425-400); two one-handlers dated to 450-400 (graves 
22 and 8). Cf also Bouma 1996, I, 308, n. 21. I have some serious doubts about the late dates he proposes for some of 
thee ordinary vessels, since they are based on the internal stratigraphy of Votive Deposit II (see above, for the discussion 
off  this issue). 
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Southwestt  Necropolis proved unsuccessful, in spite of the presence of some reliably dated 
importedd pots and of local imitations of datable prototypes from Greece and Southern 
Italy. 3811 No significant relationship between any two types of ordinary ware could be 
establishedd and thus no relationship between recognized types of vessels and their 
distributio nn in the necropolis. Considering the short span of time represented by the 
necropolis,, the absolute time range of each datable pot was seen as too wide to be useful. 
Consequently,, the chances of establishing formal developments within the distinct classes 
off  this poor  material were regarded as very slim.382 

Inn reaction to this view, it has recently been suggested that the main obstacle to 
establishingg a relative chronology for  the ordinary ware may have been an incorrect 
typology.3833 Vessels revealing a close morphological relationship with those from the 
necropoliss have been recorded in the partly contemporary Votive Deposit II  on the 
acropolis.. The presumed chronological distinction between the separate layers on the one 
handd and the separate depositions in each layer  on the other, was seen as the key to setting 
upp a typo-chronology for  the simple pottery.384 However, the absence of reliably dated 
import ss to provide a basis for  a more fixed chronology is even more marked in the votive 
contextt  than in the necropolis. This applies especially to the earliest strata of the deposit. 
Moreover,, the dates of parallels from other  sites have been regarded as too general to be 
off  any help.385 

Wee have already discussed the stratigraphy of Votive Deposit II  and its chronological 
valuee for  individual vessels. In order  to underline the non-value of the typo-chronology 
thatt  has emerged from the meticulous study of the pottery, it may be useful to test it on 
thee Southwest Necropolis. 

Inn my view, it is doubtful whether  the typo-chronology for  the deposit pottery would 
helpp in any way towards making a clearer  chronological distinction between the individual 
gravess in the necropolis, or  indeed in any other  context. The results present a complex 
systemm of main types, subtypes, varieties and ware groups of which the usefulness must be 
fundamentallyy questioned. For  the jars alone, seven main types have been discerned of 
whichh type II I  - the decorated jar  - is divided into seven type-varieties and type IV - the 
mostt  common plain jar  - into 53! The bowls are sub-divided into 11 main types.386 

Off  direct interest to the Southwest Necropolis are the plain jar  varieties. This kind of jar , 
withh 70 specimens, is the second most common vessel-type occuring in the necropolis. In 
Votivee Deposit II  it is the most common. Of the 53 type-varieties discerned in the deposit, 
233 have been recognized in the necropolis. In only 10 cases are these 'late' jars, i.e. jars 
thatt  only occur  in Votive Deposit II  from 450 onwards.387 All the other  parallels are 
piecess that occur  from the earliest votive layer  through to the final period of use, i.e. from 
thee early fift h century until the end of the thir d century. Obviously, these jars are of no 
chronologicall  help for  the graves in the necropolis. The same holds for  the remaining 
specimens,, which occur  comparatively late in the deposit. Were these to occur  in a grave 

3811 Steures/Stibbe in Gnade 1992a, 49-51. 
3822 Gnade 1992a, 17. 
3833 Bouma 1996,1, 306, n. 10. 
3844 See Bouma 1996,1, 307-309. 
3855 See Bouma, 1996,1, 308 and n. 19. 
3866 Bouma 1996, I, 334-345 (on the bowls); 346-375 (on the jars). 
3877 This regards type-varieties IV/14-15, 20, 22, 27-28, 40-41, 52. On the type-varieties of the plain jar that reoccur in 
thee necropolis, see Bouma 1996,1, 347, n. 304. 
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which,, through its position, could confirm a date, they might have been useful for our 
purposes.. Unfortunately, this is not the case. 

Thee most convincing argument against the usefulness of the jar classifications for dating 
particularr graves is provided by the grave contexts themselves, either via well-dated 
objectss in the same burials or by the presence of differently dated jars. Grave 35a, for 
example,, which contains an owl-skyphos and a kylix that are both dated to the second 
quarterr of the fifth century, also contains a comparatively early jar-variety side by side 
withh a comparatively later jar-variety.388 Another example is grave 171, which likewise 
containss two jar-varieties dated to different periods.389 

Similarr observations can be made regarding the typo-chronology of the bowls.390 The 
commonn bowl-type HI, which has most parallels in the necropolis, is found in all layers of 
thee votive deposit. 

Inn view of the above, we may conclude that the more common shapes of domestic ware, 
thee plain jar and the bowl, are of no help to us in dating individual graves. 

Satricann society during the fift h century 
Analysiss of the Southwest Necropolis has thus far produced an impression of rather a 
simplee community characterised by a modest standard of living. However, the burial 
recordd bears indirect witness to other social factors which may throw a different light on 
thee status of the dead and at the same time tell us more about Satrican society in the fifth 
century. . 

Onee of these factors is the obvious degree of organization that emerges from the burial 
record.. The first and clearest sign of organization is the regular layout of the cemetery 
alongg two main orientations, a phenomenon for which there is still no acceptable 
explanation.. Secondly, there is the observed organizing principle based on family groups, 
whichh seems to have been anticipated by the organized arrangement of the first (separate) 
gravess in more or less straight rows. Thirdly, there is the continuation of the same burial 
rituall  throughout the whole period the necropolis was in use. The same consistency is 
visiblee in the care bestowed on each separate disposal. As such, the burial record seems to 
reflectt a significant level of organization within the community. 

Directt evidence for a well-organized, and even politically structured, community is 
providedd by the find of the lead axe-head with inscription (see above; Fig. 23).391 The 
inscriptionn has been identified as an onomastic formula (in the dative) of dedication or 
(evenn more likely) of possession, revealing a personal name - Iukos Comius or Cominius -
withh the magistratal title of aedilis?92 If this interpretation is correct, it would be the 

3888 This regards owl-skyphos 35a.4 (480-450) and kylix 35a.20 (475-450). These datable objects are associated with jar-
varietyy IV/26 (35a.6), which occurs in the deposit from the earliest votive stratum 3 through to stratum 10, and jar-
varietyy IV/40 (35a.8), which occurs from strata 5 through to 10. 
3899 In grave 171, jar-variety IV/15 (171.6) present in the deposit from stratum 8 (dated 440/430 - c. 375), occurs side by 
sidee with jar-variety IV/7 (171.2), present from stratum 3 onwards. Cf. also the jars in graves 52 and 58 (52a.2 and 58.4) 
thatt occur in the deposit in layers dated to 450-440 and 440/430-c. 375, respectively (types IV/28 and IV/14). Both 
graves,, however, contain kylikes dated to 470-450 (52a. 1 and 58.6). 
3900 Bouma 1996,1, 334-345, on the typo-chronology of the bowls. 
3,11 Gnade 1992a, 274-76 (tomb 94a-b). 
3922 Colonna 1995, 3-20; see Colonna 1984a, 104-106 for the first publication of the inscription, without an interpretation 
off  the text; idem 1992, 125-128. 
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firstt  written evidence of this title, which was officially introduced in Rome in 494.393 

Apartt  from its importance as an epigraphical document, and its possible ethnic connotation 
(seee below), the inscription implies that the deceased to whom the axe-head was donated -
ass well as the donor  himself - was able to read.394 This is surely quite surprising in a 
simplee community. But the inscription implies more, namely that the community was 
acquaintedd with official functions inherent to an urban organization. The urban aspect of 
thee settlement of Satricum during the fifth  century has been suggested by the 
reconstructionn of the later  history of the road in the area of the Poggio dei Cavallari. It 
seemss to be corroborated by the evidence of the inscription, especially considering the 
taskss that were subsequently assigned to an aedilis.395 As far  as the duties of the official 
inn Satricum are concerned, all suggestions are of course a matter  of speculation. But it is 
nott  unreasonable to imagine that his responsibilties would have been similar  to those of 
laterr  aediles, such as the upkeep of streets and public buildings, or  the maintenance of 
publicc order, or  the supervision of the food supply. 

Thee inscription is clearly of fundamental importance both for  the interpretation of the 
funeraryy remains and for  any attempt to understand the community using the necropolis. 
Whil ee analysis of the burials has suggested a group of people with apparently no internal 
sociall  distinctions, the text on the axe-head points in the opposite direction, suggesting a 
hierarchicall  social order. As such the inscription represents a warning against making easy 
assumptionss on the basis of patterns observed in the burial record. Without it we would be 
leftt  with a quite different impression of the community, one shaped by the underlying 
uniformit yy and comparitive modesty of the burials. It now seems reasonable to conclude, 
however,, that fifth-centur y Satrican society was more complex than it would appear  at 
firstt  sight. The consistent evidence of organization reflected in the overall burial record 
are,, in my view, in line with this conclusion. 

AA further  find that implies a relatively high standard of living is a textile fragment 
recoveredd from one of the graves in the Southwest Necropolis.396 The textile is of a 
remarkablyy fine fabric - probably wool, but even silk has been suggested - showing 
extremelyy fine weft threads.397 Apart from the textile, which was found with the remains 
off  a metal ring-shaped object, the burial contained only a lead amulet and an iron fibula. 

3933 See Cornell 1995, 263-265 on the aediles in Rome. 
3944 As mentioned earlier, the exact attribution of the axe-head is problematical. On account of its discovery in one of the 
largestt graves (2.70 m) of the necropolis, the axe has recently been attributed to an adult (Colonna 1995, 11). It is to be 
noted,, however, that this attribution diverges from the recorded pattern of miniature lead objects associated with child 
burials.. Furthermore, the axe-head was found in the upper layers of the fill,  which accords with the observed pattern of 
childd burials dug into the graves of adults (see Gnade 1992a, 274-276, on the find circumstances). It is therefore quite 
plausible,, also in this case, to attribute the axe-head to a child. It might have been the son of the aedilis concerned, who 
therebyy symbolically transmitted his status to his descendant. 
3955 Cornell 1995, 263-265. 
39ftt Grave 141.5, Gnade 1992a, 355, Fig. 35. For the analysis of the textile, see Vons-Comis in Gnade 1992a, 115. 
3977 At my reguest, as part of the re-evaluation of all the finds from the Southwest Necropolis, G.M. Vogelsang-Eastwood 
hass kindly re-examined the piece of cloth and confirmed the findings of S. Vons-Comis. In addition, it would appear that 
theree is another fragment which is of a coarse nature. In both cases she suggests fine wool as the original source of the 
fibresfibres (rejecting the earlier suggestion of silk). In each case the weft threads are z-spun (the warp threads are hidden by 
thee other system and cannot be determined). The weave is a weft-faced tabby (namely, more weft threads per cm than 
warpp threads). The thread count of the newly identified piece is: warp - 12 threads per cm; weft - between 40-50 threads 
perr cm. The presence of several threads going over three warps leads her to suggest that the cloth may contain a 
weavingg fault. 
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Thee quality of the cloth suggests a certain degree of prosperity which is quite at odds with 
thee otherwise simple impression conveyed by this particular burial. A comparable 
simplicityy was encountered in the grave containing the axe-head with inscription. Just as 
thee inscription provides valuable clues to the political structure of the community, so the 
finee quality of the cloth suggests an unexpected level of sophistication. 
AA final source of information that sheds light on the fifth-century community is offered by 
thee skeletal remains, which have recently been re-analysized.398 The results of this 
researchh reveal, in general, a fairly good state of health and a reasonable longevity. Most 
notable,, perhaps, is the healthy state of the dental elements. These show a low rate of 
caries,, implying some form of dental care, a high consumption of vegetables and a low 
consumptionn of sweet food. 

Itt was established that the diet consisted predominantly of vegetables and cereals, but 
thatt it also contained protein-rich foods such as meat and milk.399 The research thus 
providess evidence for a subsistence economy based on agriculture, but incorporating forms 
off  proteic production such as breeding and (probably) stock-raising (see Rubini et al. in 
thee Appendix). 

Somee of the skulls show obvious traces of cribra orbitalia, small holes in the vault, a 
lesionn that is closely akin to a known Mediterranean type of anaemia, called 
thalassemia.thalassemia.400400 This may be the result of protein-poor diets but - more relevant to the 
situationn in Satricum - it is also associated with blood loss due to parasites, especially 
malaria.4011 Neither, however, prevented the community from establishing a presence that 
lastedd for around a century. 

Too summarize the above, it is fair to conclude that the circumstances of lif e in fifth-
centuryy Satricum must have been relatively stable, sufficient at least to allow the 
communityy buried in the Southwest Necropolis to develop a settled mode of existence. 
Further,, their society appears to have been more complex than one might assume from the 
modestt funerary remains they have left us. The main evidence for this complexity is the 
inscriptionn reference to an aedilis, implying political organization within the community. 

3.3.33 A Volscian or  a Lati n necropolis? 

Onee of the most intriguing questions surrounding the Southwest Necropolis concerns the 
ethno-culturall  identity of those buried in it: were they Latins, Volscians or a mixture of 
thee two? In recent years this has become one of the main areas of debate for those seeking 
too interpret of the archaeological remains of Satricum in the fifth century.402 It has also 
providedd the startingpoint for the present study. 

Thee issue of the ethnic identification of the necropolis is closely related to the annalistic 
traditionn that assigns a central role to the Volscians in the later history of Satricum (see 

3988 Rubini et al in the Appendix. 
3WW See also Morris 1992, 92-101 for a clear synopsis of the possibilities of research on skeletal remains. 
4000 Cribra orbitalia was especially noted in the case of the girl buried in the Poggio dei Cavallari, see Rubini et al. in the 
Appendix.. See also Morris 1992, 94-95 (with references), for a short explanation of this bone deviation. 
4011 On malaria in the Pomptine region, see references in Attema 1993. 
4022 See Attema et al 1992, 75-86 (esp. 82-84); Bouma 1996,1, 194-200. 
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Ch.. 4). The settlement is mentioned in direct association with their  name and militar y 
activity ,, first in 488 and increasingly during the early fourth century.403 On the basis of 
thee literar y accounts it seems reasonable to assume that Volscians were living in the area 
and,, very probably, within the settlement of Satricum itself. With the discovery of the 
fifth-centur yy necropolis and its tentative attributio n to the Volscians, this assumption may 
havee found its archaeological confirmation.404 

Thiss rather  simplistic reconstruction raises two important methodological problems. The 
firstt  concerns the legitimacy of interpretin g material remains in the light of historical 
sources.. The second concerns the difficult y of identifying and distinguishing ethnic groups 
withi nn the archaeological record. 

Wee wil l return to the first issue in the next chapter, where the image of the Volscians 
portrayedd by the historical sources wil l be discussed. The second issue will be dealt with 
here.. The question to be settled is therefore: can the material remains in the Southwest 
Necropoliss be interpreted as Volscian? Or, in other  words, are the buried people 
Volscians? ? 

Thee complex matter  of ethnicity has been at the centre of scientifc debate for  the last two 
decades.. The more or  less accepted conclusion to emerge that it is not possible to define 
ethnicc identity by objective criteria. Ethnic identity is considered to be essentially a matter 
off  self-definition.405 According to this view, ethnicity depends on what people say about 
themselves,, not on what they do. Shared history, common descent, genealogy and 
mythologyy are seen as the defining criteria, whereas other  possible factors (like common 
language,, shared religion and shared material culture) are considered secondary elements 
thatt  are subjectively employed by groups to define or  maintain their  ethnic 
boundaries.4066 In line with this view, material culture alone, without supporting literar y 
evidence,, is considered an insufficient basis for  the establishment of ethnic identity. By the 
samee token, the idea that ethnic groups are necessarily visible in material culture is 
seriouslyy doubted.407 

Thiss approach precludes the possibility of deducing ethnic identity from the 
archaeologicall  record and, as might be expected, it is not one shared by all those working 
inn this field of research.408 

Ass far  as the study of ethnicity in ancient Italy is concerned, the literar y traditio n presents 
aa large number  of distinct ethnic groups, each ascribed with its own language, culture, 
mythology,, social customs and political structure.409 A major  problem, however, is that 
thee sources are written predominantly from an outside (Roman) perspective and thus are 

4033 See the next chapter for the historical references to Satricum and to the Volscians. 
4044 See Gnade 1992a, 15-16, for the attribution of the Southwest Necropolis to the Volscians. 
4055 One of the more important studies in the field of ethnicity in recent years is that of J.M. Hall, Ethnic Identity in 
GreekGreek Antiquity, published in 1997. In Chapter 2 the author gives his definition of the ethnic group, stating that ethnic 
identityy is "socially constructed and subjectively perceived" (p. 17). See also Jones 1997, xiii , for her definition of the 
ethnicc group, which is in line with that of Hall. 
4066 Cf. Hall 1997, 19-33 (defining the ethnic group). 
4077 See Hall 1997, 111-142, especially his conclusion on p. 142. 
4088 For reactions to Halls' publication, see the review feature in the Cambridge Archaeological Journal 48,2, 1998, 265-
83.. See especially Morris, p. 270 and Jones, p. 273, for their view on the impossibility of distinguishing ethnic identity 
inn the archaeological record. 
4099 See Pallottino 1991. 
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highlyy subjective in nature. Ethnic identities seem to have been constructed to serve the 
purposess of Rome as the dominating power.410 In most cases, due to the absence of any 
directt  written source, there is no way of knowing how the different peoples thought about 
themselves.. Yet, despite the Roman perspective, there seems to be general agreement on 
thee actual existence of most of the ethnic groupings described. The basic problem 
remaining,, then, is how to make connections between these groupings and the only direct 
sourcee which exists, the archaeological (and sometimes the iconographical) evidence. 

Inn the case of at least one ethnic group, the Samnites, there are - owing to their 
longevityy as a cohesive cultural body opposed to the power  of Rome - some actual records 
lik ee inscriptions and coins. These on the one hand attest to the existence of the ethnic 
groupp as such, and on the other  give some insight into its own sense of ethnic and cultural 
identity.411 1 

Inn the case of the Volscians we have no such records. This is the prime reason for  the 
absencee of what might be called a Volscian archaeology.412 On the other  hand, there 
seemss to be littl e doubt about the existence of the Volscians as a group, nor  about their 
presencee in the region of southern Latium.413 To interpret the Southwest Necropolis of 
Satricumm purely in the light of this 'presence', however, would be very questionable. In 
thee history of archaeology, specific burial practices have often been equated with ethnic 
identity,, just as changes in mortuary disposal have been connected with the arrival of new 
populationn groups.414 The validity of such interpretations has been amply discussed and 
inn most cases it has been demonstrated that there is no ethnic significance to distinctions 
betweenn particular  burial rites. Some archaeologists are even convinced that it is not 
possiblee to establish any correlation between mortuary rites and ethnic affilliation. 415 A 
notoriouss example in the study of early Rome was the assignment of cremation practices 
too the Romans and inhumation practices to the Sabines. It has since been convincingly 
demonstratedd that the distinction between the two rites is a matter  of chronology and has 
nothingg to do with ethnic identities.416 

Thee presumed Etruscan dominination of Rome is another  well-known example of 
oversimplisticc interpretation of material evidence in terms of ethnic identification.417 

Althoughh Etruscan influence is unmistakably present at all levels, it would be going too 
farr  to see sixth-century Rome as a town invaded by Etruscans, who are subsequently 
responsiblee for  all cultural and political change. 

Inn the light of the above, the chances of establishing a Volscian presence in Satricum from 
thee archaeological record would appear  rather  slim. Moreover, the presentation of the 
layerss covering the Archaic road has demonstrated a clear  cultural continuity which 
providess no grounds at all for  believing that settlement lif e in Satricum had come to an 

4100 Cf Lomas in Comell/Lomas 1997, 2, 4-5. 
4.11 See Dench 1995; eadem 1997, 43-51. 
4.22 Cf. Kleibrink 1997, 146. 
4133 See, for instance, Cornell 1995, 304-309. 
4144 See, for instance, Hall 1997, 116-117, 120-128 on the connection between changes in burial practices and the 
presumedd invasion of Dorians. 
4155 Cf. Binford 1971, 6-28, who doubts the possibility of establishing any such correlation. 
4166 Miiller-Karpe was the first to demonstrate that there is no correlation between particular methods of mortuary disposal 
andd the distinct communities in Rome. Rather, the two rites represent successive phases of one group, Miiller-Karpe 
1959,, 36-39; idem 1962, 44-6. 
4177 For a detailed discussion of this case, see Cornell 1995, 159-72 and idem 1997, 9-21. 
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abruptt  halt or  that the settlement had been invaded by new settlers. The vessel-types 
recordedd for  the fift h and fourth centuries, falling as they do within the familiar  production 
rangee of Latial pottery, also indicate continuity. Similarly , technological development as 
representedd by differently manufactured fabrics is also in line with that recorded in the rest 
off  the region. The archaeological record thus seems to offer  nothing in support of a 
Volsciann presence in town. 

Thiss continuity apart, however, the archaeological record also reveals several 
fundamentall  changes, which I believe can be explained in terms of ethnic diversity.418 

Thesee changes are most evident in the field of mortuary practices and their  main feature is 
thee deliberate decision to bury the dead in places that had been part of the urban area 
durin gg the sixth century. These even included the sacral grounds of the acropolis. If we 
acceptt  that the former  urban area was still inhabited during the fift h century - and given 
thee evidence presented earlier, I see no reason to doubt this - such practices would have 
gonee against all Latin tradition . This especially applies to the burials on the acropolis (see 
above,, Ch. 2.2.1). 

Att  the same time, we can assume that the location of the former  burial ground - the 
Northwestt  Necropolis - was still known at the time the Southwest Necropolis was 
initiated.. Indeed, its large burial mounds must still have been visible. And yet new burial 
groundss were selected and laid out along lines that seem to have nothing in common with 
earlierr  practices. The decision to bury the dead in these new, empty places - devoid of 
memoriess related to earlier  inhabitants - can, in my view, be interpreted as a conscious 
decisionn to emphasize a distinct identity for  a specific group.419 The force of this 
argumentt  increases when set against the background of the strong ancestral character  of 
thee Northwest Necropolis. The large burial mounds, used for  many generations, are 
undeniablee expressions of ethnic affinity. 420 By selecting new areas, the connection with 
thee earliest inhabitants is deliberately interrupted. At the same time a new ancestral line is 
developed,, as has been shown in our  reconstruction of the layout of the necropolis in 
termss of family groups. 

Onee feature widely regarded as distinctive of ethnic identity is a conscious connection 
withwith  an ancestral homeland.421 In the case of Satricum such a connection is most 
convincinglyy demonstrated by the changed name of the settlement. From Livy we know of 
thee existence of another  Satricum, situated in the interior  of the Apennines, or  more 
preciselyy in the middle Liri s valley (see next chapter).422 In addition, the memory of the 
ancestrall  territor y may also be visible in the burial record itself, in objects possibly 
possessingg an intrinsi c ancestral significance. As shown above, a number  of graves in the 
Southwestt  Necropolis contained objects dating from earlier  periods (Iron Age sherds and a 
partiall yy preserved Iron Age impasto stamnos). It has been suggested that the sherds may 
havee been intentionally thrown into the fil l as part of a ritual  expressing a link to the 
indigenouss background of the deceased. Two of the fragments recall amphorae of a type 
knownn from Alfedena, a site in the central Apennines.423 With regard to the impasto 

4188 Cf Hall 1997, 136. 
4199 Cf. Hall 1997, 25 and 136-140 on the phenomenon of ancestral strategies. 
4200 For instance, tumulus C that covers a period of about 150 years, see Waarsenburg 1995a, 293-398. 
4211 See Hall 1997, 25. 
4222 Livy IX, 12,5; XXVI , 33, 10; also, Cic. Q.fr. Ill , 1,4. Cf. Coarelli 1990, 149. 
4233 For references regarding the Alfedena-amphorae, see above, n. 172. 
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vessel,, no direct parallel is at hand, at least not in Latium. A provenance from the same 
interiorr Apennine area may be proposed. It has been interpreted as an heirloom by reason 
off  its antiquity. 

Apartt from these isolated instances, there is one particular category among the burial 
giftss that satisfies the requirements of ancestral indices in a much more consistent manner. 
Thiss is the kantharos or amphoriskos with double-reeded handles of imitation bucchero, a 
vessel-typee alien to the Latial repertoire, and one that finds its most direct parallels outside 
thee Pomptine plain, especially in the necropolis of Alfedena (Fig. 22).424 

Sincee the publication of the Southwest Necropolis in 1992 several additional specimens 
havee been discovered, mostly it must be said in the Satricum context.425 The occurrence 
off  the shape in Arpino426, Frosinone427 and in the Votive Deposit of Anagni (S. 
Cecilia428,, which yielded six specimens) confirms the connection with the inland areas 
andd the circulation of the shape along the N-S route of the interconnected valleys of the 
Saccoo and the Liris.429 As an obvious development of an Archaic shape that occurs most 
frequentlyy in the necropolis of Alfedena, the kantharos may be seen as a marker of 
indigenouss strains and thus as an element implying the non-Latin identity of the deceased. 
Itt may therefore be interpreted as an artefact consciously selected from within the material 
repertoiree as emblematic of ethnic background.430 

Thee case of Frosinone 
Too help us solve the complex problem of the ethnic identity of fifth-century grave 
occupantss in Satricum, we should extend our view to the inland areas. More specifically 
wee can look to the town of Frosinone in southern Lazio - situated in the Lepini 
Mountains,, along the N-S route of the Sacco and Liris valleys - which now supplies a new 
pointt of reference in the 'resurrection' of the Volscians (see below). 

Att the time of the publication of the Soutwest Necropolis, in 1992, ancient Satricum was 
thee only Latial site with regularly furnished graves dating to the fifth century. Shortly 
after,, however, a body of material was rediscovered in storerooms in the town of 
Frosinonee that closely resembled that from the graves at Satricum. It appears that 
numerouss fossa-graves had been brought to light in the early 1960's, during building 
activitiess in the centre of the town. The discoveries were not published.431 Recently, part 

4244 On the group as a whole, see Stibbe 1992, 72-76. The denominations of kantharos and amphoriskos occur 
interchangeably:: see Bouma 1996, I, 380, n. 718 for a discussion on the name; also Ginge 1996, 90. For the sake of 
consistency,, I here use the name kantharos since it was used in the publication of the Southwest Necropolis. 
4233 See Bouma 1996, I, 381-382 for a list of parallels, both from Satricum and other sites. The shape has been recorded 
inn Satricum in Votive Depost II (11 more or less reconstructable specimens, two of which in plain ware, and some 
fragments),, in one or two graves on the acropolis (three specimens), and in the S. Lucia Votive Deposit, in the 
southwesternn part of the settlement (one specimen, Ginge 1996, fig. 34, LVD44). Fragments of the vessel have also been 
foundd in the dump layer in the Poggio dei Cavallari. 
4266 Rizzello 1980, 50, 3 no. 7. 
4277 Colonna 1995, fig. 13. 
4288 Gatti 1987, fig. 7; eadem, 1988, figs. 9-10; eadem, in CatGrande Roma 1990, nos. 9.5.20, 9.5.22, 9.5.28. 
4299 See Stibbe 1992, 75 on the possible origin of the shape and its distribution. Cf. Gatti, in CatGrande Roma 1990, 224 
onn the commercial N-S route between Etruria and Campania along the valleys of the Sacco and the Liris, in relation to 
thee diversity of the material in the deposit. 
4300 Cf. Hall 1997, 135. 
4311 We owe our knowledge of the existence of the graves in Frosinone primarily to Italo Bidditu, who first gave notice of 
thee finds in 1969 (Biddittu/Cassano 1969, 319, fig. 6, a child burial) and published the contents of one of the graves in 
19899 (Biddittu 1989, 11-17). Part of the material has now been published in Colonna 1995, figs. 8-13. 
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off  the material has been collected and restored. It comprises finds from seven graves, 
whichh are collectively known under  the name De Matthaeis, and objects from another 
gravee found under  the Banco di Napoli. Since 1994 the collection has been on view in the 
Archaeologicall  Museum of Frosinone.432 Among the material are vases that are 
surprisinglyy similar  to those found in the graves of the Southwest Necropolis of 
Satricum.4333 These include olle bugnate, which are present in three graves434, a 
buccheroo kantharos with double-reeded handles435, two plain bowls436, a small plain 
waree bowl437, two plain ware jugs438, a plain ware stamnos with painted bands439, a 
buccheroo bowl and a miniatur e plain ware jug, the last three all found in the same 
grave.4400 A few bowls with black painted bands have no direct parallels in the Southwest 
Necropolis,, but belong to a category of pottery that has been encountered in the dump 
stratumm of the Poggio dei Cavallari (see above). Two iron lanceheads, comparable to those 
recoveredd in the Southwest Necropolis but far  better  preserved, were found in close 
proximit yy to the graves of the De Matthaeis group.441 

Unlik ee Satricum itself, Frosinone has also yielded remains of buildings that can be 
positivelyy associated with the graves. For  the past four  years excavations have been 
conductedd in a small area along the Viale Roma. The preliminar y results of the first two 
excavationn campaigns (1996-97) were published in 1998.442 Among the pottery finds are 
manyy that have direct parallels in Satricum, either  in the Southwest Necropolis or  in the 
upperr  layers of the Poggio dei Cavallari. An assemblage of large storage jars, found 
brokenn in situ, is relevant here.443 All jars show the characteristic fift h century orange 
fabri cc with heavy augite tempering and many are provided with bosses on the shoulders. 
Theyy are much larger, however, than their  direct parallels in the Southwest Necropolis. 
Theree are also fragments of large basins with lugs connected to the base (the Archaic 

4322 The material has become accessible to the public thanks to the tenacity of Dott.ssa Maria Teresa Onorati, director of 
thee Museo Archeologico Comunale di Frosinone. It was during a chance visit in 1993 that 1 came across the collection 
inn the newly opened museum. In 1994-1995 an exhibition was held 'Sulk tracce dei Volsci'. Amongst other things, this 
displayedd the De Matthaeis finds together with a selection of materials from the Southwest Necropolis. I would like to 
takee this opportunity to thank Dott.ssa Onorati for kindly offering me the chance to study the material in the Museum of 
Frosinonee and for sharing her ideas with me. 
4333 For a first discussion on the significance of the finds in relation to those of the Southwest Necropolis of Satricum, see 
Gatti/Onoratii  1995, 38-41. The graves were possibly provided with roof-tiles, see Onorati 1998, 54, n. 55. 
4344 Necropolis De Matthaeis, graves 2, 3 and 6; see also Onorati 1998, n. 55 on p. 54; cf. Steures 1992, 62-63. 
4355 Necropolis De Matthaeis, grave 6; cf. Stibbe 1992, 72-76. 
4366 Necropolis De Matthaeis, grave 2 and a sporadic find; cf. Southwest Necropolis, grave 25.4, Gnade 1992a, 162, Fig. 
1. . 
4377 Necropolis De Matthaeis, grave 2; cf. Southwest Necropolis, grave 142.8 (shallower and less straight at the foot), 
Gnadee 1992a, 356, Fig. 4. 
4388 Necropolis De Matthaeis, grave 6 and an identical, larger specimen from grave 5; cf. Southwest Necropolis, grave 
177a.3,, Gnade 1992a, 420, Fig. 19, PI. 7a. 
4399 Banco di Napoli; cf. Southwest Necropolis, grave 121.5 (for shape of lip), Gnade 1992a, 317. 
4400 According to the information on the Museum display card, the finds belong to one grave, found by Antonio Flandina 
underr the Banco di Napoli at a depth of c. 1.50 m. The walls of the grave are said to have been covered by irregularly 
shapedd slabs of travertine, whereas the grave itself was covered by larger and thinner slabs; the skeleton was found in an 
extendedd position. Apart from the three vases mentioned in the text, the grave also contained a bowl with painted black 
bands.. This too is on display. 
mm The weapons have been found in the area of the Consorzio agrarico, see Onorati 1998, fig. 54 for a map showing the 
variouss findspots of the graves. 
4422 Onorati 1998, 44-58. 
4433 I was given the opportunity to study the storage jars in the store-rooms of the museum, where they are presently 
beingg restored. 
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feg/wz-type)) and fragments of basins manufactured in densely tempered white clay and 
decoratedd with painted bands. Furthermore, there are jars with an encircling finger-
impressedd cord decoration, many lid-bowls of the type con piede sagomato 'a becco di 
civetta'civetta' and a large number  of more or  less rectangular  loom-weights in densely tempered 

AAA AAA 

coarsee ware. 
AA most interesting find is that of a perforated lead disc. This has exact parallels in 

Satricum,, where such discs were found in three graves in the Southwest Necropolis. On 
accountt  of their  position in the graves - on top of the skeleton, above the heart - the discs 
havee there been identified as amulets.445 Their  ritual  connotation now seems to be 
confirmedd by the special find circumstances of the Frosinone disc.446 The object was 
foundd in an apparently votive context, one of a small collection of finds consisting mainly 
off  fragmented vessels. They included a jar  with encircling finger-pressed cord decoration 
andd several iron objects, including a miniatur e saw. The finds were in a stratum containing 
manyy small pieces of carbon and charred bones and were covered by a set of complete 
pan-- and cover-tiles, systematically positioned. The presence of the roof-tiles, combined 
withh the charred bones and pieces of carbon, in my view suggests that the assemblage 
constitutess the remains of a burial . If so, it would underline the already strong connection 
betweenn Satricum and Frosinone. 

Soo far, Frosinone is the only place where finds almost identical to those at Satricum have 
beenn made, and furthermor e in comparable contexts. The importance of these discoveries 
iss evident. Their  significance lies not so much in the similarit y of the individual objects, 
butt  more in their  general coherence and in their  associated contexts. It is clear  that 
Frosinonee was inhabited during the late sixth and fift h centuries by people that practised 
thee same funerary rites as those living in Satricum. Certainly, their  dead were provided 
withh comparable sets of grave gifts. It is true that these discoveries may not provide 
irrefutabl ee evidence for  a Volscian identification of the archaeological remains of 
Satricum.. However, in my view the contextual analogy of the Frosinone finds, located as 
theyy are at a considerable distance from Satricum and in an area that otherwise seems to 
havee no archaeological connection with the Latial plain, indicates a high degree of cultural 
andd ethnic similarit y between the inhabitants of Satricum and Frosinone, be they Volscian 
orr  not. 

Thee significance of the Frosinone record for  the Volscian case is further  enhanced by 
thee location of the town, which stands on the ancient routes which in one direction 
connectedd the Apennine interior  with the coastal plains and in another  formed the main N-
SS axis used by indigenous groups.447 It is very likely that the Volscians, on their  long 
migrationn from their  Apennine homeland to the coastal plains, settled in Frosinone, just as 
theyy presumably did in the numerous other  sites traditionall y linked with their  presence: 
forr  example, the nearby centres of Sora and Arpino.448 

4444 Onorati 1998, 54-55, nn. 54-58, figs. 48-52. 
4455 For the Frosinone lead disc, see Onorati 1998, 50, fig. 30; for the lead amulets in the Southwest Necropolis, see 
Meeringg 1992, 110. 
4466 For a description of the find circumstances and their attribution to the ritual sphere, see Onorati 1998, 50, figs. 25-28, 
39. . 
4477 On the route, see Gatti in CatGrande Roma 1990, 224; also Pallottino 1991, 72. 
4488 On the complicated matter of the homeland of the Volscians, which is traditionally located beyond the Fucino basin, 
seee Devoto 1968, 113-114; Radke 1961, in RE, 801-807; see also Coarelli 1990, 139, who proposes the interior Sabine 
area,, adjacent to Umbria, as the homeland; most recently, Colonna 1995, 12-13. 
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Itt is evident that the discoveries in Frosinone provide valuable pointers towards an 
identificationn of the dead in the Southwest Necropolis. Though no absolute proof in 
themselves,, they offer a strong external argument in support of a Volscian identification 
forr the necropolis. 

Thee lead axe-head with Volscian inscription 
Anotherr undeniable reference to the inland areas is provided by the inscription on the lead 
axe-head,, the language of which has been tentatively identified as Volscian (see above for 
thee interpretation of the text).449 The axe-head may thus be considered the most 
convincingg piece of evidence supporting a Volscian identification for the Southwest 
Necropolis,, or at least for the individual buried with the axe. 

Variouss links have been traced between aspects of the inscription and the South-Picenum 
dialect,, establishing a direct linguistic connection with the Sabine-Tiber region, between 
Capena,, Cures and Magliano. This implies a more western origin for the Volscians than 
thee traditionally favoured Fucino basin. Coarelli, evaluating an antiquarian reference to a 
conflictt between the Tiburtines and the Volscians, had already ventured a similar 
suggestion.450 0 

Accordingg to his interpretation of this antiquarian report, the Volscians at an early stage 
hadd advanced to Tivoli along the central valley of the river Aniene. When they did not 
succeedd in their attempts to reach the coastal plain, they supposedly moved eastwards to 
thee Fucino area, from where they embarked on their later raids into the plain. 

Thee plausibility of the inscription as a marker of Volscian identity is greatly enhanced 
whenn we combine the personal character and the funerary status of the object with the 
languagee specifically used. It seems to me highly unlikely that such a personal item would 
havee been given to a Latin, say as a valuable imported piece with a merely exotic 
value.4511 An indirect link between the object and the deceased may, on the other hand, 
bee inferred from the large size of the underlying grave, into which the child's grave 
containingg the axe was presumably dug. We can reasonably assume some connection 
betweenn the size of the grave and the elevated rank of aedilis mentioned in the inscription. 
Ass suggested earlier, the axe might have acted as a symbolic transmitter of status from 
fatherr to child.452 

Thiss rather unexpected link between an official magistrature and a 'quarrelsome 
mountainn tribe' (see Ch. 4), dating from before any Roman dominion, is supported by 
referencess to Volscian aediles in three other Volscian cities: Arpinum, Formiae and 
Fundi.4533 The traditional Volscian image, based as it is on the literary sources, is 
obviouslyy in need of revision. 

4499 Gnade 1992a, 274-76 (for the description of the find-circumstances). Colonna 1984a, (for the first publication and 
identificationn of the language as Volscian); idem 1992, 125-128; idem 1995, 10-17 (for the interpretation of the text). See 
alsoo Rix 1992, 38-39. 
4500 Coarelli 1990, 139. 
4511 See Bouma 1996,1, 199, for this suggestion. 
4522 See n. 394, for the discussion of the problem of attribution of the axe-head. Cf. also Colonna 1995, 11, on his 
attributionn of the axe-head to an adult on account of the size of the grave. 
4533 See A. La Regina, MemAccUnc ser. 8, 13, 1968, 437-443, esp. 438. 
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Thee archaeological record also offers some other  peculiarities worth presenting in this 
surveyy of elements relevant to a reconstruction of the identity of the dead. 

Thee use of lead may be mentioned, for  example, as a detail that seems closely related to 
thee cultural sphere of the group. To my knowledge, its specific combination with 
miniaturizedd weapons is not paralleled in other  contemporary Latial contexts in the 
Pomptinee plain.454 

Amongg the pottery in the necropolis there are two vessel-types that attract attention, on 
thee one hand because of their  * strangeness' to the Latial repertoire, on the other  because of 
theirr  consistent presence. We have already dealt with the kantharoi or  amphoriskoi with 
double-reededd handles. Another  shape that may be considered an alien element in the 
necropoliss repertoire is constituted by the olla perforata. The jar  has been associated with 
thee kernos-jar  in Votive Deposit II , for  which an origin in the Abruzze has been 
suggested.. It seems as if both the kernos-jar  and the olla perforata may be local varieties 
off  indigenous, non-Latin shapes. 

Anotherr  strong indication of a different cultural , non-Latial background for  the deceased is 
thee way in which the children were treated. As we have seen, the practice of burying 
childrenn in the same necropolis used for  adults does not accord with Latin custom. The 
practicee itself, and especially the attention given to some of the child burials, find their 
mostt  convincing parallels in the indigenous Central-Italia n world (see above). 

AA final point that may be significant in our  attempt to determine the identity of the dead 
concernss the time-span covered by the burials. It is noteworthy that the burials seem to 
disappearr  from the archaeological record of Satricum just as suddenly as they appeared. 
Thee necropolis thus represents a narrowly defined chronological block. In the discussion 
surroundingg the identification of the cemetery, attention is generally centred on its initia l 
date,, which strikingl y corresponds with the historical capture of Satricum by the 
Volscians.. As wil l be shown in the next chapter, a similar  correspondence can be observed 
withh regard to the final date. From the moment that the Volscians of Satricum reappear  on 
thee historical stage, due to militar y action centring on the town, the Southwest Necropolis 
iss no longer  in use. This observation is all the more remarkable in view of the fact that 
lif ee in Satricum went on, as may be inferred from the continuation of both the religious 
andd the domestic records. The former  are reflected in the votive offerings, while the latter 
havee been recorded in the upper  layers in the Poggio dei Cavallari. Taken together, 
however,, the two cases of correspondence between the archaeological evidence and the 
historicall  account, add credibilit y to a Volscian identification for  the necropolis. It is very 
possiblee that, during the period when the name of Satricum does not appear  in the sources, 
thee community were able to develop a peaceful and - as has been shown in the analysis of 
thee burial record - a stable existence. From the moment that Satricum is submerged in 
war,, the population associated with the burials in the Southwest Necropolis seems to 
becomee invisible. We can imagine that it simply moved elsewhere, or  that war  had 

4544 Miniature lead weapons were probably also present in the graves on the acropolis, as may be deduced from the 
sporadicc find of a miniature lead axe in 1990 (V 2702, unpublished). The piece has been consigned to the Groningen 
excavationn team which is dealing with the graves on the hill. A miniature lead axe has also been recorded in the votive 
depositt of S. Cecilia-Anagni (personal communication of S. Gatti). As noted earlier, this deposit also yielded six 
specimenss of kantharoi with two-reeded handles (see above). 
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disruptedd the normal practices which previously surrounded the careful burying of the 
dead. . 

3.3.44 Conclusions 

Thee evidence incorporated in the burial record of the Southwest Necropolis has offered 
somee insight into the fifth-century community of Satricum. During a continuous period of 
att least one century this community took care of its dead in a uniform and orderly manner 
thatt leaves littl e room for the interpretation of individual distinctions. Observed differences 
inn the grave furnishings - either in the number or the costliness of burial gifts - have been 
interpretedd in the light of the general economic development of the community which is 
revealedd over time. Individual social distinctions may have been expressed via the specific 
orientation,, type or size of the grave, but these cannot be ascertained. However, the find of 
thee lead axe-head in the top layer of a very large grave shows that the possibility cannot 
bee excluded. 

Thee organizing principle in the layout of the burials seems to have been strongly based 
onn descent. This is reflected both in multiple burials in a single grave and in plots of 
intersectingg or adjacent graves. On the other hand, a certain chronological development 
hass been recognized in the spatial arrangement of the graves, the earliest graves occuring 
inn the high ground of the northeastern section. Over time the necropolis seems to have 
expandedd down the slope towards the south and southwest. 

Thee necropolis was open to all members of the community irrespective of age, but male 
burialss seem to predominate. All individuals were treated alike, with a similar measure of 
caree shown in the disposal of each body within a coffin and grave. The fact that children 
receivedd similar treatment is remarkable in the context of Latial practices, where children 
weree customarily buried within the settlements. 

Thee grave gifts are in general modest in number and character. They seem to have been 
givenn to the deceased for their journey to the hereafter, probably containing a small 
supplyy of food. Organic remains were still present in a number of vases. Part of the outfit 
wass probably made especially for the burial, as is most clearly shown by the occurrence of 
miniaturizedd objects. The rarity of some of the vessels in other contexts also implies a 
specificc funerary character, as does the fact that the more common shapes tend to be quite 
small. . 

Gender-definedd grave gifts are few, but have been positively identified by cross reference 
withh skeletal analysis in the weaponry provided for men and in the spinning and weaving 
attributess provided for women. On the grounds of the regular presence of one type of 
vessell  - the olla forata - in graves that are positively identified as male, this vessel has 
alsoo been identified as a male object. 

Thee community buried in the necropolis was probably well-organized and, most likely, 
lesss simple than may appear at first sight. These conclusions are based on a number of 
principless underlying the layout, as well as on the identification of a magistrate among the 
dead. . 

Thee burial record is not very informative about the military status of the deceased. Only 
aa few iron weapons have been recorded and these can be regarded as honorific items. A 
strongg underlying military sentiment may be inferred, however, from the quite regular 
occurrencee of miniature lead weapons in children's graves. Agriculture and a moderate 
levell  of stock-raising were the main forms of subsistence. 
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Thee necropolis is dated to the fift h century on the basis of a few datable vessels. As 
suchh it is unique in ancient Latium: from the late seventh or  early sixth centuries this 
regionn is characterised by the general absence of a burial record. The exceptional status of 
thee Southwest Necropolis in Latial archaeology is here linked to the presumed residential 
presencee in Satricum of a group of people with a non-Latin background; in this case the 
Volscians,, who are known from the historical sources. Evidence for  a Volscian 
identificationn of the necropolis is supplied by the deliberate decision to bury the dead in a 
neww burial location and by ancestral links with an Apennine homeland. The presence of a 
Volsciann inscription on a personal object can be considered important corroborating 
evidencee for  a Volscian identification of the burial ground. 
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