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Preface 

The work presented in this thesis is closely related to the National Intensive Care Evaluation 
(NICE) initiative. Emanating from the project "Dutch specifications for intensive care 
information systems", Prof. Chris Stoutenbeek (1947-1998) initiated NICE. He performed 
this together with other enthusiastic intensivists, people from the CBO (the Dutch institute for 
Health Care improvement) and people from the department of Medical Informatics in the 
Academic Medical Center. The main goal was to assess and improve the quality of intensive 
care medicine in the Netherlands. 

The work for this thesis was carried out at the department of Medical Informatics (head Prof. 
M. Limburg) and the department of Intensive Care in the Academic Medical Center in 
Amsterdam. The close co-operation with the participants of NICE was essential to 
successfully perform this work. NICE has set up a board, an advisory committee and a 
privacy committee to initiate activities and to monitor the progress and legal conditions of 
these activities (see appendix A for the list of members of the board, advisory committee and 
privacy committee). 

The central theme of this thesis — An infrastructure for quality assessment in intensive care — 
is the basis for further work of the NICE foundation. It certainly will be the start for many 
projects to improve quality of intensive care. These projects will contribute to outcome 
improvement of critically ill patients and to treat intensive care patients as efficiently as 
possible. 

I hope you will enjoy reading this thesis as much as I have enjoyed working on it. 

Nicolette de Keizer 
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