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Introduction: : 

"The"The dramatic changes of opinion over the relatively short period of 20 years are quite startling 
andand demonstrate how rapidly ideas alter even in one institution when comparison is made 
withwith the ideas of ophthalmologists in other countries the surprise gives way to bewilderment, and 
whenwhen it is remembered that even today many of the diagnoses are based on guesswork rather 
thanthan conclusive evidence, that knowledge is growing in almost geometric progression and that 
fadsfads and fashions, both of the individual and the herd, have by no means ceased, it will not be 
surprisingsurprising if 20 years from now what is written here will merely be of historical interest and will 
possiblypossibly evoke a smile." 

Sirr Duke Elder: System of Ophthalmology, Vol IX - on uveitis, 1961 




