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Active matter concerns many-body systems comproed of living or self-driven agents that collectively exhibit
macroscopic phenomena distinct from conventional passive matter. Using Schwinger-Keldysh effective field
theory, we develop a hydrodynamic framework for thermal active matter that accounts for energy balance,
local temperature variations, and the ensuing stochastic effects. By modeling active matter as a driven open
system, we show that the source of active contributions to hydrodynamics, violations of fluctuation-dissipation
theorems, and detailed balance is rooted in the breaking of time-translation symmetry due to the presence of fuel
consumption and an external environmental bath. In addition, our framework allows for nonequilibrium steady
states that produce entropy, with a well-defined notion of steady-state temperature. We use our framework of
active hydrodynamics to develop effective field theory actions for active superfluids and active nematics that offer
a first-principle derivation of various active transport coefficients and feature activity-induced phase transitions.
We also show how to incorporate temperature, energy, and noise in fluctuating hydrodynamics for active matter.
Our work suggests a broader perspective on active matter that can leave an imprint across scales.

DOI: 10.1103/yclc-jmcj

I. INTRODUCTION

The second law of thermodynamics posits that matter
should move toward disorder, finally reaching a state of ther-
mal equilibrium that maximizes entropy. To postpone this
ultimate fate of demise, living matter produces an excessive
amount of entropy that is released to its surroundings as
heat, thus allowing it to maintain its ordered state [1]. Living
organisms achieve this by burning fuel at the cellular level,
primarily adenosine-triphosphate (ATP), to maintain them-
selves at an operating temperature sufficiently higher than
the ambient temperature, ensuring an uninterrupted outflux
of entropy to the environment. These metabolic processes
of creating and releasing entropy allow living organisms
to undertake otherwise statistically unfavorable activities,
like self-replication, adaptation, self-organization, and spon-
taneous motion, and may be viewed as a local violation of the
second law of thermodynamics. At macroscopic scales, this
dynamics results in entirely new phases of matter, called ac-
tive matter [2], of which living systems are the most prominent
example, exhibiting collective behavior distinct from their
nonliving passive counterparts.

The inherent nonequilibrium nature of active matter main-
tained via the entropy exchange with the environment and
the self-driven nature of the microscopic constituents, leads
to novel collective behavior in the form of pattern formation,
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nonequilibrium phase transitions, breaking of fluctuation-
dissipation theorems, and new forms of mechanical/elastic
responses. These properties are manifested in a plethora of
systems including active liquid crystals, active solids, and
active gels. In particular, active liquid crystals with polar
order exhibit a disordered/ordered flocking transition even
in two spatial dimensions [3–8], while with nematic order
activity can give rise to nematic turbulence with spectacu-
lar spatially modulated patterns at mesoscopic scales [9–14].
In turn, active solids may display odd-elastic responses that
violate mechanical reciprocity [15] and may become sus-
ceptible to instabilities due to the presence of noise [16].
Besides being realized in biological systems, active matter
may also be engineered using motile particles with inbuilt bat-
teries, light-activated beads, mechanically/electrically driven
systems [17], or designed using metamaterials [18,19], and
colloidal particles [20,21].

To arrive at macroscopic descriptions of phases of mat-
ter, one can use a top-down reductionist approach, starting
from the microscopic constituents and their mutual interac-
tions. This approach is often quite difficult and only really
manageable for weakly interacting systems, using techniques
such as kinetic theory and agent-based modeling [22–24].
However, most collective behavior in nature turn out to be
largely agnostic to the underlying microscopic dynamics and
are effectively described by a handful of collective variables,
such as local temperature and density, and a few transport pa-
rameters, such as viscosity and conductivity. This allows one
to take a bottom-up emergent approach, commonly known
as hydrodynamics, to directly obtain effective theories for
phases of matter based on the laws of thermodynamics and the
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underlying symmetries, such as rotations, translations, or
number conservation, and the relevant symmetry breaking
patterns. In this context, the most important guiding princi-
ple for passive phases of matter is the local second law of
thermodynamics, which requires that the local rate of entropy
production must be nonnegative everywhere throughout the
system. Despite being just an inequality, this requirement is
immensely constraining for hydrodynamic models as it needs
to be satisfied for every possible configuration admitted by the
system.

The presence of local fuel consumption allows active sys-
tems to bypass the usual constraints on transport imposed
by the local second law of thermodynamics, thus allowing
for a wider range of transport properties. The standard pre-
scription to derive these novel effects is to incorporate a
fuel source into the framework of hydrodynamics, e.g., in
models of polar/nematic gels and viscoelasticity [5,25–30].
Fuel consumption leads to novel contributions to the hydro-
dynamic constitutive relations, such as odd strains arising
from interactions between nonreciprocal springs [15,31–33]
and active nematic stresses in liquid crystals responsible for
nematic turbulence [13,14,34]. In contrast with passive sys-
tems, active hydrodynamic constitutive relations induced by
fuel consumption do not obey the usual fluctuation-dissipation
theorems (FDTs) nor Onsager’s reciprocity relations [35–38]
that are rooted in microscopic time-reversal dynamics.

The absence of standard fluctuation-dissipation statistics,
microscopic time reversibility, and second law constraints
suggests a more phenomenological approach to active hydro-
dynamics based solely on the relevant symmetries for a given
phase of matter. This viewpoint has been pursued in various
works, for instance in the widely studied Toner-Tu hydrody-
namic model [3,4] of active matter with polar order (see also
Ref. [2] for a review of many hydrodynamic models of active
matter). However, many active systems still operate relatively
close to equilibrium, suggesting that instead of abandoning
entirely the framework of passive hydrodynamics, one should
depart from it slowly as the strength of activity is increased.
This can be done by retaining the local equilibrium hypothesis
and introducing activity perturbatively by means of a control
parameter [25,39].

One of the main uses of hydrodynamics is extracting cor-
relation functions. To do so, one must first specify the global
equilibrium state, or a global steady state for active matter,
around which the hydrodynamic variables locally fluctuate.
However, one is immediately faced with a problem. Since
fuel consumption constantly injects energy into the system,
the local temperature rises indefinitely and it is impossible to
formulate a steady state at fixed temperature. See Ref. [25]
for a review of temperature dynamics in the presence of fuel
sources. Indeed, for this reason, temperature is often not taken
as a collective variable in theories of active hydrodynamics
(see, e.g., Ref. [2]). Consequently, it is not possible to access
the correlation functions of energy that are a hallmark of
nonequilibrium systems [40].

The solution we propose is to model active systems as
driven open systems and to incorporate, in addition to the
energy source arising from fuel consumption, an energy sink
within the hydrodynamic model to remove the excess energy.
To model this, we take inspiration from a large body of

literature developing hydrodynamic models with momentum
or charge sinks, in systems with approximate translation or
U(1) symmetries [41–46]. In our case, the approximate sym-
metry is time translations, associated with the approximately
conserved energy density. However, energy sinks are concep-
tually different from momentum or charge sinks because the
latter do not extract entropy from the system, while energy
sinks cause entropy to be released to the environment. Inter-
actions between the fuel source and the energy sink define
the global steady state temperature of the active system, in
turn determining the rate at which entropy is released to the
environment.

Since active systems operate around nonequilibrium steady
states, their dynamics cannot be well-described by deter-
ministic models and one must also account for stochastic
thermal noise. To this end, and to systematise the role of
fuel source and energy sink in active hydrodynamics, we use
the methodology of Schwinger-Keldysh effective field theory
(SK-EFT) [47–53]. SK-EFT is a systematic symmetry-based
effective action approach to hydrodynamics that has stochastic
noise built into the framework. It features a discrete Kubo-
Martin-Schwinger (KMS) symmetry that is responsible for
imposing FDTs, Onsager’s relations, and the local second law
of thermodynamics in passive systems. We propose a suitably
generalized active KMS symmetry that allows for systematic
violations of each of these requirements in terms of the rates of
fuel consumption and heat loss, perturbatively controlled by
the strength of activity. The proposal stems from the physical
requirement that when an active system runs out of fuel and
all external forces are turned off, dubbed the famine state, it
must behave as an ordinary passive system. The active KMS
symmetry can be understood as a field theoretic realization of
the principle of microscopic reversibility when subjected to
external work [54,55] as we demonstrate in our work.

We apply this new framework of active hydrodynamics
to active superfluids and active nematics, while sketching
potential extensions to several other active phenomena. We
systematically study how active contributions may arise in the
hydrodynamic constitutive relations, and cause violations of
FDTs, Onsager’s relations, and the local second law of ther-
modynamics. Depending on the choice of parameters, these
models admit activity-induced phase transitions between the
ordered and disordered states and present the perfect oppor-
tunity for approaching active phase transitions [56] from a
Wilsonian renormalization group perspective. We also pro-
vide the first-ever computation of energy correlation functions
in active matter and show how to incorporate temperature,
energy and noise within the framework of fluctuating hydro-
dynamics.

A few recent works used EFT techniques for modeling
certain aspects of active matter. In Ref. [27], a SK-EFT
model for active nematics was constructed by including a fuel
source, as done previously for conventional models of active
hydrodynamics [5,25]. In Ref. [57], a complimentary EFT
approach to nonequilibrium systems based on the Fokker-
Planck equation and stationary probability distributions was
presented and applied to systems without time-reversal sym-
metry. Furthermore, Ref. [57] discussed a version of FDT
applicable to states described by nonthermal stationary dis-
tributions, generalizing previous work of Refs. [58,59]. In
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this paper, we move beyond, and extend, these works by
accounting for both fuel consumption and entropy loss to the
environment within the framework of SK-EFTs. This allows
us to make several advances in active hydrodynamics: (i) all
active contributions can be seen to arise from the explicit
breaking of time-translation symmetry; (ii) the framework
allows for nonequilibrium steady states that produce entropy,
with a well-defined notion of steady-state temperature; (iii)
the active hydrodynamic equations include temperature as
a dynamical collective variable; (iv) we can systematically
access symmetric and retarded correlation functions of energy
and heat loss to the environment; and (v) concretely identify
the source of violations of FDTs and detailed balance in the
presence of activity.

Organization: The structure of this work is as follows.
In Sec. II, we review previous formulations of active matter
hydrodynamics and then establish a general hydrodynamic
framework for active matter starting from the principle of en-
ergy balance and the existence of a famine state. In particular,
we introduce the notion of active KMS symmetry in SK-EFTs
and discuss how it relates to the systematic violations of
the local second law of thermodynamics, FDTs, and detailed
balance. Then, in Sec. III, we consider a simple toy model of
active superfluids without momentum conservation, and dis-
cuss the salient features of our model such as active transport
coefficients and activity-induced phase transitions. We also
show that the obtained correlators do not rely on the SK-EFT
and can be obtained in a more conventional way using the
principles of nonequilibrium fluctuating hydrodynamics. In
Sec. IV, we extend this construction to active nematics. We
conclude in Sec. V with a discussion of future directions.

The paper is accompanied by several Appendixes. In
Appendix A, we provide a comparison of our formalism
with the conventional framework of active hydrodynamics. In
Appendix B, we provide an in-depth review of the SK for-
malism for passive hydrodynamics and give the details of its
extension to active hydrodynamics. In Appendix C, we pro-
vide a detailed construction of SK effective actions for active
diffusion, active superfluids, active hydrodynamics, and active
nematics. Last, in Appendix D, we provide a comprehensive
glossary of symbols and notation employed in this work.

II. FIELD THEORY FOR ACTIVITY

A. Activity engines

Consider a physical system that burns fuel from a reservoir
for energy that it uses to stay active. For instance, this may be
ATP used by cells, food consumed by a bacterial population,
or internal batteries of motile particles. Burning fuel produces
heat proportional to the chemical energy differential �E at
rate rF, leading to the energy balance equation

∂tε + ∂iε
i = �rF�E , (1)

where ε and εi are the energy density and flux. The parameter
� serves as a bookkeeping tool to keep track of any con-
tributions tied to the inflow and outflow of energy. We will
assume � to be sufficiently small, so that we remain in a
regime where local energy conservation is still approximately
applicable. Alternatively, following Ref. [25], we can also

FIG. 1. Schematic representation of energy balance between the
system, fuel reservoir, and environment. Without the environment
component, fuel consumption would lead to an indefinite build-up
of energy or heat in the system.

work with total conserved energy density εtot that includes
the fuel contribution; a detailed comparison is provided in
Appendix A. Depending on the underlying symmetry struc-
ture, we may also need to account for conservation equations,
e.g., momentum, mass, or particle conservation, and Gold-
stone equations for spontaneously broken symmetries. We
shall return to these considerations in detail later.

The first law of thermodynamics, dε = T ds, relates the
energy density ε to the entropy density s of the fluid and its
local temperature T . Using this, we can recover

∂t s + ∂is
i = − 1

T 2
εi∂iT + �rF

�E

T
, (2)

where T si = εi denotes the heat flux. The total entropy of the
system plus fuel must locally be produced, i.e.,

∂t s + ∂is
i � 0. (3)

Therefore, we are led to the constitutive relations

εi = −κ ∂ iT + . . . , rF = �γF�E , (4)

where κ � 0 is thermal conductivity and γF � 0 is a coeffi-
cient that controls the rate of fuel depletion. Ellipsis denote
further derivative corrections. For simplicity, we will assume
rF to not admit any derivative corrections throughout this
work, which amounts to the physical assumption that the fluid
does not backreact on the fuel burning process.

Plugging the constitutive relations from Eq. (4) back into
Eq. (1), we find that fuel consumption results in a steady
build-up of energy in the system ∂tε ∼ �2γF�E2. Corre-
spondingly, the system continuously heats up in time, with
∂t T ∼ �2γF�E2/cv , where cv = ∂ε/∂T is the heat capacity.

For the system to reach a homogeneous active steady state
in the presence of fuel consumption, we must also include a
sink in the energy balance equation. To wit,

∂tε + ∂iε
i = �rF�E − �rEkBTE, (5)

where kBrE denotes the rate of entropy loss to the environment
of ambient temperature TE, and kB is the Boltzmann constant.
See Fig. 1. The energy sink simultaneously removes entropy
from the system, so the second law of thermodynamics takes
a modified form,

∂t s + ∂is
i + �kBrE � 0. (6)

This says that the entropy of an active system, plus the entropy
lost to the environment, is locally produced. We will derive
this relation more systematically in Sec. II C using Schwinger-
Keldysh effective field theory. Once again, using the first law
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FIG. 2. Schematic representation of the famine state. When the
fuel reservoir is absent, the system can still exchange heat with
the environment and reaches a unique equilibrium state maintained
at the environment temperature TE.

dε = T ds, we find

∂t s + ∂is
i + �kBrE = − 1

T 2
εi∂iT + �rF

�E

T
+ �kBrE

�T

T
,

(7)

implying that the rate of heat loss is proportional to the
thermal gradient �T = T − TE between the system and the
environment, i.e.,

rE = �γEkB�T + . . . , (8)

controlled by the coefficient γE � 0.
A homogeneous active steady state is achieved when the

energy rF�E received from the fuel consumption in Eq. (5) is
balanced by the heat loss rEkBTE. This happens at the steady-
state temperature

T0 = TE

(
1 + γF

γE

�E2

k2
BT 2

E

)
, (9)

which is above the ambient temperature as the system is
subjected to a chemical gradient �E �= 0. It will be useful
to identify some dimensionless measure for quantifying the
strength of activity. There are two natural candidates: an ex-
ternal measure ℵ̂ = ��E/(kBTE) that measures the amount
of energy being injected by the fuel relative to the environ-
ment, and a dynamical measure ℵ = ��T/TE that measures
the operating temperature of the active system relative to the
environment. In the steady state (9), the two are related by
ℵ = �γF/γE ℵ̂2.

When an active system runs out of fuel, i.e., �E = 0, it
cools down to a global thermal equilibrium state with T0 = TE.
We refer to this lack of fuel/food as the famine state; see Fig. 2.
This state is effectively described by ordinary passive hydro-
dynamics, but with short-lived energy or heat fluctuations with
the characteristic relaxation rate

�ε = �2k2
BTEγE

cv

. (10)

This story is analogous to the recently developed hydro-
dynamic framework for approximate or weakly explicitly
broken symmetries, featuring approximately conserved re-
laxed charges [41–46]. In this instance, the approximate
symmetry is time translations, associated with the approxi-
mately conserved energy density. The passive statement of the
local second law in Eq. (3) is restored in the famine state when
the source of activity is absent. To wit, when TE is constant,
Eqs. (5) and (6) together imply that ∂t sfam + ∂isi

fam � 0, with

sfam = s − ε/TE and si
fam = si − εi/TE. Note that this does

not work when the environment temperature TE is varying in
space or time. The spatial or temporal gradients of TE act as
thermal engines that drive the system away from the famine
state. We shall only consider a homogeneous and stationary
environment in this paper.

Instead of the activity being supported by a chemical en-
gine, we may also consider other engines of activity, such
as an external thermal gradient, electric fields, or mechanical
forcing. If we remain agnostic of the details of the engine
itself, many such physical scenarios merely amount to rein-
terpretations of rF and �E . For example, consider a 2D active
system driven by electric fields or mechanical forcing trans-
verse to the plane [17,20,21,60]. In these cases, rF and �E
may be interpreted as the transverse components of the charge
flux/momentum density and electric fields/acceleration, re-
spectively. The source of driving may also be inhomogeneous
in time and/or space, modeled by a nonconstant profile for
�E , e.g., �E ∝ sin(	t ) for an oscillatory activity engine
with frequency 	. However, we will only consider homo-
geneous activity engines throughout this work for simplicity.
Last, we may also consider external electric fields or mechani-
cal forcing within the dimensionality of the active system, but
this additionally requires one to introduce momentum sinks
to balance the momentum imparted by the external fields. We
will comment on this case toward the end of this paper.

B. Active KMS symmetry

Hydrodynamics describes the evolution of conserved
charges in a physical system and is characterized by the con-
stitutive relations for the conserved fluxes expressed in terms
of the conserved densities, and possibly order parameters of
spontaneously broken symmetries. In addition to symmetries,
the construction of constitutive relations for a passive system
is guided by physical requirements such as the local second
law of thermodynamics [61] and the existence of local ther-
mal equilibrium [62,63]. However, active systems may freely
dump entropy into the environment thereby violating the local
second law. They also operate around nonequilibrium steady
states and typically do not admit stable thermal equilibrium
states. To help us traverse this uncharted territory, we look to-
ward Schwinger-Keldysh (SK) hydrodynamics [47–53], which
is a recently developed effective field theory framework for
hydrodynamics that, in principle, applies arbitrarily far from
equilibrium.

The primary ingredient in SK hydrodynamics is the KMS
symmetry. It is an incarnation of microscopic reversibility
and ensures that the thermal correlators of hydrodynamic op-
erators satisfy the FDTs and Onsager’s reciprocity relations
[35–38]. For two-point symmetric and retarded correlators,
denoted GS and GR, respectively, these statements read in
Fourier space

GS
OO′ = 1

iωβ0

(
GR

OO′ ∓ GR∗
OO′

)
,

GR
OO′ = ±GR

O′O, (11)

where β0 = 1/(kBT0), and O, O′ represent the hydrody-
namic operators of interest such as the conserved densities
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and fluxes. The upper/lower signs in Eq. (11) apply when
the time-reversal eigenvalues of the two operators are the
same/opposite. Analogous statements apply for higher-point
functions [38].

In the SK formalism, FDTs, Onsager’s relations, and their
higher-point generalizations are all realized via a discrete
symmetry of the effective field theory, known as the KMS
symmetry. In simplest terms, we introduce a pair of external
sources, denoted sr , sa, that can be used to compute the ex-
pectation values of the operators O as well as their symmetric
and retarded correlators, i.e.,

〈O〉 = −iδ

δsa
lnZ,

GS
OO′ = −iδ

δs′
a

−iδ

δsa
lnZ,

GR
OO′ = δ

δs′
r

−iδ

δsa
lnZ, (12)

and similarly for higher-point correlation functions. Here Z =∫
DψDψa exp(i

∫
dt L) is the SK generating functional of the

theory, with the Lagrangian L, and ψ , ψa collectively denote
the physical and stochastic dynamical fields [64]. Heuristi-
cally, sr can be understood as the true background fields and
sa as the associated thermal noise. For example, to obtain
the correlation functions of conserved particle number/charge
density and flux operators associated with an internal U(1)
symmetry, we need to introduce the associated background
gauge field and its noise partner. Whereas for correlation
functions of conserved currents associated with spacetime
symmetries, i.e., energy density, energy flux, momentum
density, and stress tensor, we need to couple the theory to
a background spacetime geometry and noise partners; see
Appendix B 1 for more details. We will see particular exam-
ples later in Secs. III and IV.

The KMS symmetry can be stated as the invariance of the
theory under a discrete transformation

sr
KMS−−→ η� sr,

sa
KMS−−→ η� ŝa ≡ η�(sa + iβ0∂t sr ), (13)

where η� denotes the time-reversal eigenvalue. Throughout
this paper, the right-hand sides of KMS transformation are
understood to be evaluated at (−t, 
x). The KMS symmetry is

realized on the dynamical fields as ψ,ψa
KMS−−→ η�ψ, η�ψ̂a,

where the explicit form of ψ̂a depends on the model under
consideration and will be discussed later in explicit examples.
Depending on the application in mind, the KMS symmetry
can analogously be defined for other kinds of reversibil-
ity symmetries involving combinations of spatial-parity and
charge-conjugation, such as PT, CT, or CPT. More details on
the KMS symmetry and its derivation from the full quantum
KMS symmetry is provided in Appendix B 2.

To describe an active system, we need two new ingredients
in the SK framework: First, we need a fuel source which
generates the activity [25]. Second, we need a heat sink that
balances out the continual influx of energy from the fuel
source. These two ingredients are modeled using the external
fuel and environment sources �F,E

r and the associated noise

partners �F,E
a . Physically, these may be interpreted as the pair

of external sources coupled to the rate operators rF,E intro-
duced in Sec. II A, and for a homogeneous and nonstochastic
fuel source and environment, take the value

�F
r = −�E t, �E

r = kBTE t, �F
a = �E

a = 0. (14)

For inhomogeneous profiles of �E or TE, we can instead
identify �F

r = − ∫
dt �E and �E

r = ∫
dt TE.

To set up the active KMS symmetry, let us recall the
hydrostatic principle which states that a passive system al-
ways flows toward global thermal equilibrium when coupled
to time-independent nonstochastic background fields, i.e.,
∂t sr = sa = 0. A crucial observation in this regard is that the
external noise fields in such configurations remain zero under
KMS transformation (13). While this need not generically ap-
ply to the fuel/environment fields, we do expect the system to
flow to global thermal equilibrium in the famine state, �E =
T0 − TE = 0, i.e., �E

r = kBT0t , �F
r ,�

F,E
a = 0. Requiring that

the KMS transformation leaves the noise fields vanishing in
and only in the famine state, fixes the KMS transformation to

�F
r

KMS−−→ −�F
r ,

�E
r

KMS−−→ −�E
r ,

�F
a

KMS−−→ −�̂F
a ≡ −�F

a − iβ0∂t�
F
r ,

�E
a

KMS−−→ −�̂E
a ≡ −�E

a − iβ0∂t�
E
r + i, (15)

with time-reversal eigenvalues −1. Note the additional “i”
shift in the KMS transformation of �E

a . This is the active KMS
transformation, suitable for describing out-of-equilibrium
systems coupled to a thermal bath. An appropriate extension
to the quantum regime is provided in Appendix B 3.

The background field variations δ�E
r = �E

r − kBTEt ,
δ�E

a = �E
a satisfy the standard KMS symmetry (13) in the

famine state, hence the correlators in this state satisfy FDTs
and Onsager’s relations. Departing from the famine state, the
background field configuration itself breaks the KMS sym-
metry and the system has to settle in a nonequilibrium steady
state that causes violations of FDTs and Onsager’s relations in
Eq. (11). Note that the effective field theory still realizes the
active KMS symmetry (15), but it relates states with �F,E

a = 0
to states with �F,E

a �= 0. This is philosophically similar to
how applying external magnetic fields to a rotationally invari-
ant theory leads to anisotropic low-energy observables and
rotations relate states with different orientations of external
magnetic fields. Except that in our case, the active KMS sym-
metry maps physical steady states without noise in an active
system to auxiliary stochastic states with nonzero noise.

As a final comment, we note that while the environment
fields �E

r,a are essential for our construction, the role of fuel
fields �F

r,a may instead be played by any of the other back-
ground fields sr,a relevant to the system under consideration.
The only requirement for driving activity is that ∂t sr �= 0. This
may be achieved, e.g., via a second heat bath with a tem-
perature different from TE. Alternatively, one may consider
background electric fields or mechanical driving, however,
this introduces anisotropy in the system and also requires the
introduction of a momentum sink to counter the momentum
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imparted by the external fields [60]. Last, apart from repre-
senting a fuel source such as ATP or food, the fuel fields
�F

r,a can also be used for modeling internal batteries of motile
particles, or, in two dimensions, electric fields or mechanical
driving transverse to the plane of the system.

C. Energy balance, unitarity, and the second
law of thermodynamics

Just like the two copies of background sources, all the
global symmetries in the SK framework are also doubled.
The “r-type symmetries” ensure that the classical equations of
motion are invariant under symmetry transformations, while
the “a-type symmetries” are responsible for imposing the re-
spective conservation equations. For instance, the symmetries
relevant for energy balance are the doubled time translations.
The r-type time translations act on all the fields as usual, i.e.,
f (t ) → f (t + χ t

r ), for a constant parameter χ t
r . Whereas, the

a-type time translations only act on the a-type noise fields and
mix them with the physical fields. Collectively denoting the
background sources as sr,a = (sr,a, ��

F
r,a, ��

E
r,a), we have

sa → sa + χ t
a∂t sr, (16)

for a constant parameter χ t
a. The transformations of the

noise dynamical fields ψa are more involved, depending on
the particulars of the system under consideration, and will
be discussed later. Using the standard Noether procedure,
Eq. (16) implies the balance of energy

∂tε + ∂iε
i = −O∂t sr − �rF∂t�

F
r − �rE∂t�

E
r , (17)

which extends Eq. (5) to account for the energy imparted or
removed by time-dependent external fields.

The SK framework also features a set of constraints arising
from the unitarity of the microscopic time-evolution operator
[49,53]. These are summarized as

L
∣∣

fa→0 = 0, L
∣∣

fa→− fa
= −L∗, Im L � 0, (18)

where fa represents all the a-type fields. To implement the
second condition later in the text, it is useful to introduce the
SK-unitarity operator

(. . .)† = (. . .)∗| fa→− fa , (19)

so that L† = −L. In particular, f †
a = − f ∗

a .
The KMS symmetry, energy balance, and the unitarity

constraints, together conspire to give rise to the local second
law of thermodynamics for passive systems [65]. This is the
statement that there exists an entropy density s and associated
flux si such that entropy is locally produced as in Eq. (3).
However for active systems, owing to the additional “i” term
in the active KMS symmetry (15), one finds that the local
second law modifies to Eq. (6). We will see how this works
in specific examples later, while a general derivation of the
active second law from the active KMS symmetry is presented
in Appendix B 4.

D. Microscopic reversibility and detailed balance

Let us take a quick detour to see how the (active) KMS
symmetry relates to microscopic reversibility and detailed
balance. Given that the system starts from an initial state

ψ (ti ) = ψi at time ti, the conditional probability distribution
for it to follow a path ψ (t ) until a final time tf is given by a
path integral over the noise fields

P(ψ |ψi, ti ) = 1

N

∫
Dψa exp

(
i
∫ tf

ti

dt L(ψ,ψa, sr, sa)

)
,

(20)

with boundary conditions ψa(ti,f ) = 0. Using this, we can also
obtain the conditional probability distribution for the system
to transition to the final state ψ (tf ) = ψf by integrating over
all the paths

P(ψf, tf|ψi, ti ) =
∫ ψf

ψi

Dψ P(ψ |ψ, ti ). (21)

The normalization N in Eq. (20) is fixed such that the proba-
bilities add up, i.e.,

∫
dψf P(ψf, tf|ψi, ti ) = 1.

Under KMS transformation, L
KMS−−→ L − iβ0∂t	, where

we have kept the possible temporal boundary term but the
spatial boundary terms may be ignored. It is convenient to
include a time translation along with the time-reversal trans-
formation while implementing KMS on a finite time interval,
� f (t ) = η� f (−t + ti + tf ), so that the interval maps to itself.
Repeating the KMS transformation brings L back to itself,
which requires that 	 does not contain any a-type noise fields
and is even under time reversal. Note that the definition of
	 is ambiguous because L can be redefined with arbitrary
boundary terms. This may typically be fixed by requiring
that L is invariant under all the relevant continuous symme-
tries without leftover boundary terms [66]. With this choice,
	(ψ, t ) = 	(ψ, sr (t )) can be interpreted as the grand canon-
ical free-energy distribution of states.

The KMS symmetry implies a relation between the prob-
abilities of the original and time-reversed processes. Let us
denote P�(η�ψ |η�ψf, ti ) as the conditional probability for
the system to start from ψ (ti ) = η�ψf and traversing the
time-reversed path �ψ (t ) = η�ψ (�t ), in the presence of
time-reversed background sources η�sr,a(�t ). Relegating de-
tails to Appendix B 5, we find

P�(η�ψ |η�ψf, ti )

P(ψ |ψi, ti )
= eβ0�	−β0Wψ , (22)

where �	 = 	(ψf, tf ) − 	(ψi, ti ) is the free-energy differen-
tial between the end states, and

exp(−β0Wψ ) =
〈
exp

(
−β0

∫
dt dd x W

)〉
ψ

, (23)

denotes the dissipative work done on the system during for-
ward path ψ (t ), averaged over the thermal noise, i.e.,

W = −O∂t sr + �rF�E + �rEkB�T

= −(
O∂t sr + �rF∂t�

F
r + �rE∂t�

E
a

) + �rEkBT0. (24)

defined as the total energy supplied by the sources, fuel, and
environment in Eq. (17), minus the heat lost to the environ-
ment in Eq. (6). Equation (22) is the field-theoretic realization
of microscopic reversibility from nonequilibrium statistical
mechanics [67,68]. It states that, in the presence of activity,
the likelihood of a process versus its time reverse is no longer

055401-6



HYDRODYNAMICS OF THERMAL ACTIVE MATTER PHYSICAL REVIEW E 112, 055401 (2025)

governed by just the free-energy differential �	 between the
end states, but also the dissipative work Wψ performed on the
system [54,58].

An equivalent statement for the transition probabilities can
be obtained by summing over all paths, i.e.,

P�(η�ψi, tf|η�ψf, ti )

P(ψf, tf|ψi, ti )
= eβ0�	−β0W , (25)

where W is now averaged over all paths, defined as

exp(−β0W ) =
∫ ψf

ψi
Dψ exp(−β0Wψ ) P(ψ |ψf, ti )∫ ψf

ψi
Dψ P(ψ |ψf, ti )

. (26)

Equation 25 is the generalization of the principle of detailed
balance in the presence of external work W . When all the
background fields are time-independent and the fuel source is
turned off, i.e., ∂t sr,�E = 0, and the system temperature has
equilibrated with the environment temperature, i.e., T = TE,
we recover the original statement of detailed balance [39,69].

A consequence of detailed balance is that, in the absence of
external driving or activity, a transition is more likely to occur
than its time reversal if it decreases the free energy. Since this
statement applies for arbitrary states, a passive system left
to its own devices will ultimately settle into the state with
least free energy, known as the principle of thermodynamic
stability. However, comparing free energies is not sufficient
to determine the preferred state of an active system, and one
must also account for the heat lost to the environment. In
principle, one may use Eq. (25) to determine the strength of
activity required to induce an active phase transition to a state
with higher free energy that is forbidden in passive systems.
We leave such explorations for future work.

III. ACTIVE SUPERFLUIDS

To draw a qualitative picture of our framework, let us
consider a toy model featuring a conserved number density
n, together with the energy density ε. The energy balance and
charge conservation equations can be summarized as

∂tε + ∂iε
i = Ei ji−�rF∂t�

F − �rE∂t�
E,

∂t n + ∂i ji = 0, (27)

where ji denotes the number flux. We have denoted the active
contributions arising from the fuel and environment fields in
blue for emphasis. We have also introduced the background
U(1) gauge field sources At ,Ai coupled to n, ji that contribute
to the energy balance equation via the associated electric field
Ei = ∂iAt − ∂t Ai. Charge conservation may be understood as
a consequence of an underlying U(1) symmetry that acts on
the background fields as At → At + ∂t�,Ai → Ai + ∂i�. We
may also introduce background “clock fields” nt , ni coupled
to ε, εi; however, the resultant equations are quite involved
due to nonlinearities and we have relegated a full treatment
to Appendix B 1. Note that the energy balance equation in
Eq. (27) differs from our previous expression in Eq. (17)
by a redefinition ε → ε − At n, εi → εi − At ji to make the
equations gauge invariant.

Furthermore, our toy model consists of a complex scalar
field � charged under the U(1) symmetry as � → �e−i�.

This can be used to study the superfluid phase where �

attains a nonzero expectation value 〈�〉 = �0 and the U(1)
symmetry is spontaneously broken. The massless fluctuations
of � around the ground state are parametrized as � = �0eiφ ,
where φ is the superfluid Goldstone field. Its dynamics is
governed by the Josephson equation that will be determined
in our formalism by varying the SK effective action, given in
Eq. (43).

A. Fields and symmetries

The primary dynamical ingredients in a SK-EFT featuring
energy balance and charge conservation are: temperature T ,
chemical potential μ, and the partner stochastic noise fields
X t

a , ϕa. To accommodate the possibility of spontaneous sym-
metry breaking, we also introduce the complex scalar field
�r ≡ � and its stochastic partner �a. The background U(1)
gauge field is doubled in the SK framework to Ar,a t ,Ar,a i. We
may identify Art ,Ari as the classical gauge field At ,Ai and
shall use the two notations interchangeably. The same holds
for the doubled clock fields nr,a t , nr,a i.

The effective theory is invariant under doubled U(1) global
symmetries as well as doubled time translations discussed
around Eq. (16). The action of r-type time translations is
given by time diffeomorphisms on all the fields as usual;
see Appendix B. The remaining symmetries act on various
dynamical and background fields as

X t
a → X t

a − χ t
a,

ϕa → ϕa − �a − X t
a∂t�r,

�r,a → e−i�r�r,a,

At → At + ∂t�r,

Ai → Ai + ∂i�r,

Aat → Aat + ∂t�a + χ t
a∂t At − At∂tχ

t
a,

Aai → Aai + ∂i�a + χ t
a∂t Ai − At∂iχ

t
a,

nat → nat + χ t
a∂t nt − nt∂tχ

t
a,

nai → nai + χ t
a∂t ni − nt∂iχ

t
a, (28)

while T , μ, nt , ni are invariant. A detailed derivation can
be found of these symmetry transformations can be found in
Appendixes B 2 and C 2. In the following, it will be useful to
define the quantities

Nat = nt∂t X
t
a + X t

a∂t nt + nat ,

Nai = nt∂iX
t
a + X t

a∂t ni + nai,

Bat = ∂tϕa + At∂t X
t
a + X t

a∂t At + Aat ,

Bai = ∂iϕa + At∂iX
t
a + X t

a∂t Ai + Aai, (29)

which are invariant under Eq. (28). We also define the gauge-
covariant derivatives of the complex scalar fields as Dt = ∂i ±
iArt , Di = ∂i ± iAri, with positive sign for �,�a and negative
sign for �∗, �∗

a .
The KMS transformation of the background fields is

given in Eq. (13), whereas it acts as just as a time-reversal
transformation on the physical dynamical fields, with the
time-reversal eigenvalues summarized in Table I. Note that the
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TABLE I. Time-reversal-even and -odd quantities used in this
work. The r-type background fields are identified with the unlabeled
ones. The director field qi and its noise partner qai may be time-
reversal even or odd based on the system under consideration.

T-even T-odd

xi, ∂i t , ∂t

n, ε, τ i j ji, εi, πi

At , Aat , nt , nat , hi j , hai j Ai, Aai, ni, nai, vi, vi
a

�E, �E
a , �F, �F

a

T , μ, X i
a X t

a , ϕa, ui

Re �, Re �a Im �, Im �a, φ, φa

Qi j , Qi j

time reversal acts oppositely on the real and imaginary parts

of �, so �
KMS−−→ �∗. The a-type noise dynamical fields are

taken to transform under KMS as

X t
a

KMS−−→ −X̂ t
a ≡ −X t

a − i(β − β0),

ϕa
KMS−−→ −ϕ̂a ≡ −ϕa − i(β(μ − At ) − β0μ0),

�a
KMS−−→ −�̂†

a ≡ �∗
a + iβDt�

∗ − βμ�∗,

�†
a

KMS−−→ −�̂a ≡ −�a − iβDt� − βμ�, (30)

where β = 1/(kBT ). Here β0 = 1/(kBT0) and μ0 are the in-
verse global temperature chemical potential. Note that these
transformations do not respect complex-conjugation, but do
respect the SK-unitarity operation (19). We can define the
hatted-versions of the quantities in Eq. (29) by replacing the
a-type field with their hatted versions, such that fa

KMS−−−→ η� f̂a.
Finally, when activity is present, the a-type time-

translation symmetry requires that the fuel and environment
background fields from Sec. II B appear in specific combina-
tions

�E = − ∂t�
F
r , kBTE = ∂t�

E
r ,

�F,E
a = ��F,E

a + �X t
a∂t�

F,E
r , (31)

with the hatted versions

�̂F
a = �F

a − i�β�E , �̂E
a = �E

a − i�βkB�T, (32)

so that �F,E
a

KMS−−→ −�̂F,E
a .

B. Schwinger-Keldysh effective action

We are now ready to construct the SK effective action.
As the simplest first step, we invoke a physical assumption
that the active system under consideration only has control
over how the heat is dumped into the environment and not
on how it is drawn from the fuel source. This entails, e.g.,
that the rate rF of fuel consumption does not depend on the
thermodynamic variables T , μ, or their derivatives. In terms
of the SK formalism, this means that the “fuel part” of the
Lagrangian is fixed to the simple form

LF = ikBT γF�
F
a �̂

F
a , (33)

which respects all the SK symmetries in Sec. III A as well
as the unitarity constraints in Eq. (18). The coefficient γF

appearing here is the same as we saw in Eq. (8). Noting
the composition of �F

a in Eq. (31), we see that the fuel
fields only talk to the fluid via T and X t

a . This simple fuel
Lagrangian is sufficient to obtain all the universal features
of active hydrodynamics agnostic of the details of the fuel
burning process. One may easily generalize Eq. (33) if one
wishes to simultaneously describe the fuel sector. By contrast,
we shall allow the environment fields to nontrivially couple
with all the hydrodynamic degrees of freedom.

Let us start with the “fluid part” of the SK Lagrangian
depending only on the dynamical fields T , μ, and their noise
partners. For example, we may write down

Lf = −εNat + nBat + ikBT 2κNaiN̂
i
a + ikBTσBaiB̂

i
a

+ ikBT γE�
E
a �̂

E
a . (34)

The terms in the first line are composed of the SK model for
energy diffusion [70] and charge diffusion [71]. In addition to
the densities n and ε, we have introduced the thermal conduc-
tivity κ , charge conductivity σ , and heat relaxation coefficient
γE. All the coefficients are functions of the thermodynamic
variables T and μ. Generically, we may also introduce a ther-
moelectric conductivity σ× coupling the energy and charge
sectors that has been considered in Appendix C 1.

Next, we consider the “superfluid part” that contains the
order parameter � and its noise partner in addition to the
hydrodynamic fields. Consider

L� = f�Di�(Dt�
∗Nai + i�∗Bai − Di�

∗
a ) − ∂V

∂�∗ �
∗
a

+ ikBTσ�

(
�∗

a − iμλφE

kBTE
�∗�E

a

)(
�̂a+ iμλφE

kBTE
��̂E

a

)

+i
T

TE
f�λnE�

∗iDi�
(
Bai�̂

E
a − B̂ai�

E
a

)
+i

T

TE
aE

(
�∗�̂a�

E
a − ��∗

a �̂
E
a

) − (. . .)†. (35)

The last term denotes the SK-unitarity-conjugate defined us-
ing Eq. (19). We have also introduced the superfluid density
parameter f� , diffusion parameter σ� , and a few active pa-
rameters λφE, λnE, and aE whose significance will be clear
momentarily. � is subjected to a potential V , which is a
function of |�|2 = �∗� and may take the representative form

V = a|�|2 + 1
2 a4|�|4, (36)

where a, a4 are phenomenological parameters that determine
the shape of the potential. All these coefficients may be func-
tions of T and μ. A more exhaustive analysis of the allowed
terms in the superfluid Lagrangian appears in Appendix C 2,
while their description appears in Table II.

One may check that the theory is invariant under the global
symmetries in Eq. (28). The first two conditions in Eq. (18)
are satisfied by construction, while the third one requires

κ � 0, σ � 0, σ� � 0, γE,F � 0, (37)

which guarantees the positivity of Im L. The KMS
symmetry requires that n, ε, and f� are derived from
the free-energy density F via the thermodynamic
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TABLE II. Thermodynamic and transport coefficients of a sim-
ple (active) superfluid without momentum conservation. The gray
coefficients have not been included in the main text, but have been
detailed in Appendixes C 1 and C 2.

Passive transport

p Thermodynamic pressure
ε Energy density
n Particle/charge density
κ Thermal conductivity
σ Charge/particle conductivity
σ× Cross-conductivity between εi and ji

a, a4 Parameters of superfluid potential V
fs ≡ 2�2

0 f� Superfluid density
σφ ≡ 2�2

0σ� Superfluid conductivity
λnφ Cross-conductivity between ji and ∂tφ

λεφ Cross-conductivity between εi and ∂tφ

Active transport

γF Controls rate of fuel consumption due to �E
γE Controls rate of entropy loss due to �T
aE Alters the equilibrium state �0

λφE Screens μ in the Josephson equation for ∂tφ

λnE Screens fs in the charge flux
λεE Screens fs in the energy flux

relations

dF = −s dT − n dμ + f�d(Di�∗Di�) + ∂V

∂|�|2 d|�|2,

ε = T s + μn + F , (38)

where s is the entropy density. Noting these relations, one may
verify that the SK Lagrangian is KMS-invariant up to a total
derivative term −i∂t (βF ) that drops out from the effective
action. Comparing with our discussion in Sec. II D, we have
β0	 = ∫

dd x βF . Assuming f� to be independent of �, the
free-energy density takes the familiar Landau-Ginzburg form

F = −p + f�Di�∗Di� + V, (39)

where p is the thermodynamic pressure of the fluid.

C. Spontaneous symmetry breaking

Extremizing the SK effective action with respect to �a

yields the equation of motion for the order parameter

Dt� = 1

σ�

Di( f�Di�) − 1

σ�

(
∂V

∂|�|2 + ℵaE

)
�

+ iμ(1 + ℵλφE)�, (40)

where ℵ = ��T/TE denotes the strength of activity. In gen-
eral, the equation of motion also contains an auxiliary noise
part, which is classically set to zero by extremizing with
respect to T , μ, and �, provided that the a-type background
noise fields are turned off. This part is important in stochas-
tic hydrodynamics when computing correlation functions of
hydrodynamic operators. In the SK framework, however, cor-
relation functions are computed directly using the effective
action, so we do not need to concern ourselves with the ex-
plicit form of such stochastic corrections.

FIG. 3. Effective potential of � in an active superfluid. For
a > 0, the system exists in the spontaneously unbroken or fluid
phase in the absence of activity (black), while for a < 0 it exists
in the spontaneously broken or fluid phase. For a/aE > 0 (green),
increasing activity retains the system in the same phase and drives it
further from criticality (red), while for a/aE < 0 (orange), increasing
activity eventually flips the potential and induces a phase transition.

The qualitative behavior of � depends on the form of the
potential V in Eq. (36) and the coefficient aE. If the combina-
tion a + ℵaE > 0, then the order parameter � is gapped with
the gap-scale (a + ℵaE)/σ� and we are in the fluid phase.
However, if a + ℵaE < 0, then the potential is minimized at

〈|�|2〉 = �2
0 = −a + ℵaE

a4
, (41)

thereby spontaneously breaking the U(1) symmetry and lead-
ing us to the superfluid phase.

Depending on the signs of the parameters a and aE, the
activity may induce or destroy the superfluidity order. In par-
ticular, if a > 0 and aE < 0, the system exists in the fluid
phase in the famine state and activity induces superfluidity
beyond the critical scale

T0 = TE

(
1 − a

�aE

)
, �E = kBTE

√
−γE

γF

a

�aE
. (42)

In contrast, if a < 0 and aE > 0, then the system already exists
in the superfluid phase in the famine state and activity beyond
the critical scale (42) destroys superfluidity. See Fig. 3. In the
remaining two cases, activity does not alter the phase of the
system. We should emphasize that our framework of active
hydrodynamics is only really reliable for “small activity,”
controlled by �, so that we do not stray too far from thermal
equilibrium. In this sense, strictly speaking, our model can
describe active phase transitions when the famine state is
already close to criticality, i.e., the dimensionless ratio |a/aE|
is sufficiently small.

The U(1) phase of � in the superfluid phase becomes a
massless Goldstone mode. Parametrizing the phase fluctua-
tions as � = �0eiφ in Eq. (40), we can obtain the Josephson
equation for φ, i.e.,

ξt = λφμ + 1

σφ

∂i( fsξ
i), (43)

where ξt = ∂tφ + At , ξi = ∂iφ + Ai are the superfluid poten-
tial and velocity, respectively, and we have identified the
superfluid density fs and diffusion parameter σφ as

fs = 2�2
0 f�, σφ = 2�2

0σ�. (44)

The coefficient λφ in front of the chemical potential term
in Eq. (43) is 1 for passive superfluids, but the presence of
activity improves it to

λφ = 1 + ℵλφE, (45)
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controlled by the active coefficient λφE. In other words, the su-
perfluid Goldstone experiences a screened chemical potential
λφμ in the presence of activity instead of the true thermo-
dynamic chemical potential μ. This behavior is reminiscent
of the pseudospontaneous symmetry breaking pattern found
in superfluids in the presence of approximate U(1) symmetry
[43].

The Lagrangian (35) is useful for describing the dynamics
of the full U(1) order parameter �, together with the transition
between the fluid and active superfluid phases. However, once
we have settled into the superfluid phase sufficiently far from
the phase transition point, we may integrate out |�| and its
noise partner to arrive at the low-energy description exclu-
sively for the massless Goldstone φ and the hydrodynamic
degrees of freedom. In practice, this integrating-out procedure
is quite technical, so a better strategy is to directly build the
SK effective theory for φ from scratch. Since our construc-
tion is rooted in symmetries, the final effective description
would be the same as that obtained after the integrating-out
procedure, albeit up to renormalization of coefficients and
higher-derivative corrections. To this end, we introduce the
noise field φa partner to the superfluid Goldstone, with the
KMS transformation

φa
KMS−−→ −φ̂a ≡ −φa − iβ(ξt − μ). (46)

In terms of this, we have

Lsf = fsξ
i(ξt Nai − Bai − ∂iφa)

+ ikBTσφ

(
φa + μλφE

kBTE
�E

a

)(
φ̂a + μλφE

kBTE
�̂E

a

)

− ikBT fsλnEξ
i
(
Bai�̂

E
a − B̂ai�

E
a

)
, (47)

that together with Eq. (34) describes the superfluid phase.
All coefficients appearing here may be functions of T , μ,
and ξ 2 = ξiξ

i. One may check that this yields the correct
Josephson equation in Eq. (43). The low-energy thermody-
namic relations are given as

dF = −s dT − n dμ + 1
2 fsdξ

2,

ε = T s + μn + F , (48)

which ensure the KMS symmetry. Assuming constant �0, it
is straightforward to obtain Eq. (47) from Eq. (35) by setting
� = �0eiφ and �a = i�0φaeiφ . More generally, �0 may be
a function of T , μ, and ξ 2, in which case a more careful
derivation is warranted as given in Appendix C 2.

D. Constitutive relations and the second law

The energy balance and charge conservation equations in
Eq. (27) are obtained by extremizing the SK effective action
with respect to X t

a and ϕa. The corresponding constitutive
relations are given by

εi = − fsξtξ
i − κ ∂ iT, ji = −λn fsξ

i − σ
(

T ∂ i μ

T
− Ei

)
,

(49)

where we have identified

λn = 1+ℵλnE. (50)

In the presence of activity, the superfluid density fs as ob-
served by φ in Eq. (43) is different from the superfluid density
λn fs as appearing in ji in Eq. (49). The source of activity in
Eqs. (43) and (49) is attributed to the heat exchange rates

rE = �γEkB�T − fsλnEξ
i
(

T ∂i
μ

T
− Ei

)
− μλφE∂i( fsξ

i ),

rF = �γF�E , (51)

obtained by varying the SK action with respect to �F
a and �E

a ,
respectively. We have recovered the rates in Eq. (8) for our
model, together with the higher-derivative corrections. Due to
the simplifications in our toy model, we do not see any active
corrections to the energy flux εi, but in general they also re-
ceive corrections similar to those in the charge flux ji. Further-
more, in writing Eqs. (49) and (51), we have already integrated
out the magnitude |�| of the order parameter. This is why the
active parameter aE from Eq. (40) does not appear in Eq. (51)
explicitly and is hidden within the renormalizations of other
active coefficients. A more comprehensive discussion of these
considerations is presented in Appendix C 2.

The SK structure outlined above conspires to give rise to
the active modification to the second law of thermodynamics
given in Eq. (6). Using Eq. (48), we find that

∂t s + ∂is
i+�kBrE

= κ

(
1

T
∂iT

)2

+ σ

T

(
T ∂i

μ

T
− Ei

)2
+ 1

Tσφ

(∂i( fsξ
i))2

+ γE

T
�2k2

B�T 2 + γF

T
�2�E2 � 0, (52)

where the heat flux is given as

T si = εi − μ ji + fsξ
i(ξt − μ)

= −κ ∂ iT + μσ
(

T ∂ i μ

T
− Ei

)
+ℵμλnE fsξ

i. (53)

The positivity of the right-hand side of Eq. (52) is guaranteed
by the positivity constraints on the dissipative coefficients in
Eq. (37).

E. Linearized mode spectrum and violation
of fluctuation-dissipation theorem

Let us use the SK-EFT for active superfluids developed
in the previous subsections to compute the linearized mode
spectrum and symmetric and retarded two-point correlation
functions. In particular, we will compute for the first time
energy density correlation functions within the context of
hydrodynamics of active matter. We will also see how activity
gives rise to systematic violations of FDT in Eq. (11). Con-
sider the steady states of the hydrodynamic model

T = T0, μ = μ0, φ = λφμ0t, X t
a = ϕa = φa = 0,

(54)

with T0 given in Eq. (9). In particular, note that φ �= μ0t as
it would be in the thermal equilibrium state in the absence
of activity. For illustrative purposes, let us turn off the cross-
susceptibility, ∂ε/∂μ = 0, and assume that all the transport
coefficients are constants. We also focus on states with a
particular value of the chemical potential satisfying λφμ0 = 0.
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Under these assumptions, the energy and charge fluctuations
decouple from each other and give rise to a relaxed energy
diffusion mode and a superfluid sound mode

ω = −i�ε − iDεk2 + . . . ,

ω = ±vsk − i

2
(Dn + Dφ )k2 + . . . , (55)

where we have identified the parameters

Dε = κ

cv

, Dn = σ

χ
, vs =

√
λn fs

χ
, Dφ = fs

σφ

,

(56)

where χ = ∂n/∂μ denotes the charge susceptibility and cv =
∂ε/∂T the heat capacity. The energy relaxation rate �ε has
been given in Eq. (10).

The retarded and symmetric correlation functions can be
obtained by varying the SK generating functional with respect
to the doubled background sources; see Eq. (12). For example,
for the charge density correlators we find

GR
nn = λn fsk2 − (iω − Dφk2)σk2

(iω − Dnk2)(iω − Dφk2) + v2
s k2

, (57a)

GS
nn = 2kBT0

|iω − Dφk2|2σ k2 + λ2
n f 2

s /σφ k4∣∣(iω − Dnk2)(iω − Dφk2) + v2
s k2

∣∣2 ,

= 2kBT0

ω
Im GR

nn

+ 2kBT0χDφλnEv2
s k4∣∣(iω − Dnk2)(iω − Dφk2) + v2

s k2
∣∣2 ℵ. (57b)

Note also that the symmetric correlator is strictly nonnegative
because of the constraint on σ in Eq. (37). However, these
correlators violate FDT when activity is present, i.e., ℵ �= 0.
For the energy density correlators we find

GR
εε = −cvT0(�ε + Dεk2)

iω − �ε − Dεk2
, (58a)

GS
εε = 2kBcvT 2

0 (�ε + Dεk2)

|iω − �ε − Dεk2|2 = 2kBT0

ω
Im GR

εε, (58b)

which obeys FDT as the active coefficients decouple from
energy fluctuations. We can similarly work out the other cor-
relators involving ji or εi.

F. Violation of fluctuation-dissipation theorem
from fluctuating hydrodynamics

To close this section, we show that the FDT violation
Eq. (57) is not dependent on the usage of doubled sources as is
done with SK-EFT, but can also be obtained with an approach
based on nonequilibrium fluctuating hydrodynamics [40]. To
obtain the symmetric correlator, we generalize the constitutive
equations of Eq. (49) to

εi = − fsξtξ
i − κ ∂ iT + υ i

ε,

ji = −λn fsξ
i − σ

(
T ∂ i μ

T
− Ei

)
+ υ i

n, (59)

and take for Eq. (51) instead

rE = �γEkB�T − fsλnEξ
i
(

T ∂i
μ

T
− Ei

)
+ υE,

rF = �γF�E + υF, (60)

and also generalize the Josephson equation of Eq. (43) to

ξt = λφμ + 1

σφ

∂i( fsξ
i) + υφ, (61)

where υa with a ∈ {ε, n,E,F, φ} are stochastic fluxes whose
variances are given by

〈υa(x, t )υa(x′, t ′)〉 = �aδ(x − x′)δ(t − t ′). (62)

Let us again focus on charge conservation. To obtain the noise
variances �n,φ , we go to the famine state by taking �E = 0.
Then, linearizing and again assuming ε and n are decoupled
yields

GS
nn

∣∣∣
�E=0

=�n

∣∣∣∣ Dφk2 − iω

k2v2
s + (Dnk2 − iω)(Dφk2 − iω)

∣∣∣∣
2

+ �φ

∣∣∣∣ fsk2

k2v2
s + (Dnk2 − iω)(Dφk2 − iω)

∣∣∣∣
2

.

(63)

When �E = 0, FDT should be upheld. Therefore, it follows
from comparison with Eq. (57a) that

�n = 2σkBT0, (64a)

�φ = 2kBT0

σφ

. (64b)

Having tuned the noise in the famine state, we assume that
upon departing from the famine state by turning on weak
activity, the noise is not affected by this [58,72]. Repeating
the computation of the symmetric correlator with Eq. (64) and
the activity turned on, we then obtain Eq. (57b). For energy we
find

GS
εε |�E=0 = �εk2 + �E�

2(kBTE)2

ω2 + (�ε + Dεk2)2
,

from which it follows that to match with (58b) one must take

�ε = 2DεkBcvT 2
0 , (65a)

�E = 2γEkBT0. (65b)

Additionally taking

�F = 2γFkBT0, (66)

Eq. (66) leads one to find outside of the famine state that

GS
εε = 2kBT0

DεkBcvT0k2+γE�
2(kBTE )2+γF�

2�E2

ω2+(�ε+Dεk2 )2 ,

which matches with Eq. (58b) if one uses Eqs. (9) and (10).
The operational procedure outlined in this section can be used
to compute energy correlation functions within fluctuating
hydrodynamics applied to active matter.

IV. ACTIVE NEMATICS

Having gained some insights using our simple toy model,
we now proceed to apply our formalism of active hydrody-
namics to a physically richer model of active matter, namely
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active nematics, with applications such as bacterial popula-
tions [73–76], microtubule-motor protein mixtures [77,78],
epithelial cells [79–81], and swarming sperm cells [82]. A
nematic liquid crystal is characterized by the presence of
long-range orientational order in a physical system, thereby
spontaneously breaking the global rotational symmetry. The
order parameter for nematicity is a symmetric traceless tensor
Qi j = 〈aia j − 1/d δi j〉micro, constructed by averaging over the
orientations ai of all individual constituents with aiai = 1.
Note that Qi j is invariant under the flip of individual orienta-
tions ai → −ai, hence the nematic phase describes elongated
rod-like constituents without a defined head or tail. We will
mostly be interested in a uniaxial nematic, where the individ-
ual constituents align themselves along a single macroscopic
director field pi, with pi pi = 1, i.e.,

Qi j = Q0

(
pi p j − 1

d
δi j

)
, (67)

with Q0 representing the strength of alignment [9].
The theory of active nematic hydrodynamics is char-

acterized by the associated energy, momentum, and mass
conservation equations taking the form

∂tε + ∂iε
i = −�rF∂t�

F − �rE∂t�
E,

∂tπ
j + ∂iτ

i j = �rF∂
j�F + �rE∂

j�E,

∂tρ + ∂iπ
i = 0, (68)

where we have introduced the mass density ρ, momentum
density π i = ρui, stress tensor τ i j , with ui being the fluid
velocity. Note that, generically, the spatially inhomogeneous
profiles of the fuel and environment fields �F,E also im-
part momentum to the system in Eq. (68), but these terms
drop out for the homogeneous configuration in Eq. (14). The
conservation equations together can be seen as determining
the dynamics of the fluid temperature T , fluid velocity ui,
and mass chemical potential μ. We still need an equation of
motion for the nematic order parameter Qi j , which will be
obtained by extremizing the SK effective action for the theory.

A. Fields and symmetries

Since we have introduced conserved momentum into our
setup, we need to add new degrees of freedom in the SK
framework, i.e., fluid velocity ui and the associated noise
field X i

a, in addition to T , μ, X t
a , and ϕa already introduced

in Sec. II A. Furthermore, to describe the nematic phase we
need to introduce the order parameter Qi j and its noise partner
Qai j . The dynamical fields realize doubled U(1) symmetry,
and doubled space- and time-translation symmetries. The ac-
tion of r-type space and time translations is given as usual
diffeomorphisms on all the fields. The remaining symmetries
act as

X t
a → X t

a − χ t
a,

X i
a → X i

a − χ i
a,

ϕa → ϕa − �a − X t
a∂t�r − X i

a∂i�r, (69)

while leaving T , μ, ui, Qi j , and Qai j invariant. We avoid
introducing the associated background fields in the main text
for simplicity, but a detailed treatment can be found in the
Appendixes. We also restrict our attention to systems that

feature Galilean boost symmetry. Nat , Nai defined in Eq. (29)
are Galilean-covariant, but Bat , Bai are not and we instead
define

Bat = Bat + 1
2 Nat 
u2,

Bai = Bai + ∂t Xai − uiNat + 1
2 Nai
u2,

Hai j = 2∂(iXa j) − 2Na(iu j). (70)

The chemical potential μ also needs to be improved to
the Galilean-invariant mass chemical potential � = μ + 1

2 
u2.
Due to new spacetime symmetries, the definitions in Eq. (31)
also need to be modified to

�E = −(∂t + ui∂i )�
F
r , kBTE = (∂t + ui∂i )�

E
r ,

�F,E
a = ��F,E

a + �
(
X t

a∂t + X i
a∂i

)
�F,E

r . (71)

More details can be found in the Appendixes.
As with the superfluid model, the KMS transformation

acts on the new physical dynamical fields ui, Qi j as merely
a time-reversal transformation, with the time-reversal eigen-
values given in Table I, while the noise fields are taken to
transform as

X i
a

KMS−−→ X̂ i
a ≡ X i

a + iβui,

Qai j
KMS−−→ Q̂ai j ≡ Qai j + iβ

d

dt
Qi j

+ iβ
(
∂[iuk]Qj

k + ∂[ juk]Qi
k
)
, (72)

where d/dt ≡ ∂t + ui∂i denotes the time derivative along the
fluid flow. The derivation of these transformations can be
found in Appendixes B 2 and C 4.

To model a nematic liquid crystal, Qi j and Qai j need to
be traceless. We can achieve this by including the following
Lagrange multiplier terms in the SK Lagrangian

Ltr = tr(Q)tr(Qa) + 1
2 tr(Q)2

(
Nat + uiNai + 1

2Hai
i
)
, (73)

where the terms in the second line are necessitated by KMS.
Therefore, tr(Q) and tr(Qa) are set to zero onshell.

B. Schwinger-Keldysh effective action

We can use the ingredients outlined above to write down
the SK effective action for an active nematic liquid crystal.
The “fuel part” of the Lagrangian is still given by Eq. (33),
but with the modified definitions in Eq. (71). The “fluid part”
is given as

Lf = − ε(Nat + uiNai ) + ρ(Bat + uiBai )

+ 1

2
(ρ uiu j − F δi j )Hai j + ikBT 2κNaiN̂

i
a

+ i

2
kBT ηHai jĤi j

a + i

4
kBT

(
ζ − 2

d
η

)
H i

aiĤa j
j

+ ikBT γE�
E
a �̂

E
a + i

2

T

TE
pEδ

i j
(
Hai j�̂

E
a − Ĥai j�

E
a

)
.

(74)

The passive contributions here are taken from Ref. [83], where
we have introduced the internal energy density ε, mass density
ρ, free-energy density F , thermal conductivity κ , shear vis-
cosity η, and bulk viscosity ζ . Among the active contributions,
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the γE term is analogous to the one in Eq. (34), while pE
is a new term that would give rise to an active correction to
pressure.

Moving onto the “nematic part,” the simplest SK La-
grangian for the order parameter Qi j is written analogous to
the superfluid model in Eq. (35), but slightly more involved
due to the tensorial structure of Qi j . To wit

LQ = KQ∂
kQi j

(
d

dt
Qi jNak + 1

2
∂ lQi jHakl

)

+ 2KQ∂
iQl[kQ j]

l (∂kHai j + ∂ku jNai + 2∂(iuk)Na j )

−
(

∂V

∂Qi j
+ KQ∂

kQi j∂k

)
Qai j

+ ikBTσQ

(
Qi j

a − 1

2
γ i jklHakl

)(
Q̂ai j − 1

2
γi jmnĤmn

a

)

+ i

2
kBT

(
λEQi j + aE

kBTE
Qklγ

kli j

)

× (
Hai j�̂

E
a − Ĥai j�

E
a

)
− i

T

TE
aEQi j

(
Qai j�̂

E
a − Q̂ai j�

E
a

)
, (75)

where we have introduced a single elastic constant KQ, ne-
matic conductivity σQ, and the nematic shear coupling tensor
γi jkl that is symmetric-traceless in the first two indices and
symmetric in the last two. The interpretation of these con-
stants is given in Table III. The potential V may depend
arbitrarily on Qi j . For instance, we may take a simple form [9]

V = 1
2 atr(Q2) − 1

3 a3tr(Q3) + 1
4 a4tr(Q2)2, (76)

where a, a3, and a4 are phenomenological parameters similar
to Eq. (36). The form of the potential is sufficient to de-
scribe the nematic phase in d � 3 spatial dimensions, because
higher-traces of Qi j , i.e., tr(Qn) for n � 4, are not indepen-
dent. We will need to account for these traces in higher-

TABLE III. Thermodynamic and transport coefficients of an (ac-
tive) nematic with Galilean boost symmetry.

Passive transport

p Thermodynamic pressure
ε Internal energy density
ρ Mass density
κ Thermal conductivity
η, ζ Shear and bulk viscosity
γ Nematic-shear coupling
a, a3, a4 Parameters of nematic potential V
K ≡ 2Q2

0KQ Frank elasticity constant
σp ≡ 2Q2

0σQ Nematic diffusivity parameter

Active transport

γF Controls rate of fuel consumption due to �E
γE Controls rate of entropy loss due to �T
aE Alters the equilibrium state Q0

pE Active correction to pressure
λE Gives rise to active-nematic stress τ i j ∼ Qi j

dimensions. The active coefficients aE and λE play a similar
role to their namesakes from the active superfluid model.

The SK Lagrangian outlined above is invariant under all the
global symmetries of the SK framework. The Lagrangian also
satisfies the conditions in Eq. (18), provided that we demand

κ � 0, η � 0, ζ � 0, σQ � 0, γE,F � 0. (77)

Finally, the SK Lagrangian is KMS-invariant, provided that ε,
ρ, and KQ are related to F via the thermodynamic relations

ε = T s + ρ� + F ,

dF = −s dT − ρ d� + 1

2
KQd(∂kQi j∂kQi j ) + ∂V

∂Qi j
dQi j,

dε = T ds + � dρ + 1

2
KQd(∂kQi j∂kQi j ) + ∂V

∂Qi j
dQi j .

(78)

With these in place, the SK Lagrangian is KMS-invariant up
to a boundary term −i∂t (βF ) − i∂i(βF ui ). Assuming KQ to
be constant, we arrive at the Landau-de Gennes free energy
[9,84,85]

F = −p + 1
2 KQ∂

kQi j∂kQi j + V. (79)

The generalization to multiple elastic constants is straightfor-
ward and has been discussed in the Appendix.

C. Spontaneous symmetry breaking

The equation of motion for the nematic order parameter Qi j

can be obtained by extremizing the SK effective action with
respect to Qai j . We find

d

dt
Qi j = 1

σQ
(Hi j−ℵaEQi j ) + Si jkl∂

kul , (80)

where Hi j is the thermodynamic conjugate to Qi j and Si jkl is
the generalized advection tensor, defined as

Hi j = ∂k (KQ∂
kQi j ) − ∂V

∂Qi j
− (trace),

Si jkl = Qk(iδ j)l − Ql (iδ j)k + γi jkl . (81)

Whether the system ends up in the nematic phase or the
fluid phase depends on the potential V in Eq. (76) and
the activity parameter aE. The system admits a fluid phase
for a + ℵaE > 0 with 〈Qi j〉 = 0. Whereas, when a + ℵaE <
d−2
8d a2

3/a4, the system admits a nematic phase with 〈Qi j〉 =
Q0(p0

i p0
j − 1/d δi j ), where p0

i is a fixed unit vector and Q0 is
given by [85]

Q0 = a3

|a3|

√
d

(d − 1)a4

×
⎛
⎝

√
d − 2

8d

a2
3

a4
+

√
d − 2

8d

a2
3

a4
− a−ℵaE

⎞
⎠. (82)

Both the fluid and nematic phases are admitted in the
overlapping regime 0 < a + ℵaE < d−2

8d a2
3/a4. In thermal

equilibrium, the system prefers the phase with lower free
energy, with a first-order phase transition between them at the
coexistence point a∗ = d−2

9d a2
3/a4. We do not have the luxury
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to compare the free energies to determine thermodynamic
stability of a nonequilibrium steady state in the presence of
activity; see our discussion at the end of Sec. II D. However,
for small activity, we can expect the first-order phase transi-
tion to happen somewhere in the vicinity of a∗ ≈ d−2

9d a2
3/a4.

Similar to our discussion for active superfluids around
Eq. (42), activity may induce or destroy the nematic phase
transition when a and aE have opposite signs.

The fluctuations of Qi j in the fluid phase are gapped and
the low-energy description is just given by the Lagrangian
(74). In the nematic phase, however, we need to account
for the Goldstone modes associated with the spontaneously
broken rotation symmetry generators, parametrized in terms
of the nematic director pi given in Eq. (67). The associated
equation of motion can be read off from Eq. (80) as

d

dt
pi = p̄ j

i

σp
∂k (K∂k p j ) + (

p[k p̄l]
i + γ p(k p̄l )

i

)
∂kul , (83)

where p̄i j = δi j − pi p j is the projector transverse pi, and we
have identified the Frank constant K , relaxation coefficient σp,
and the shear coupling coefficient γ as

K = 2Q2
0KQ, σp = 2Q2

0σQ, γ = 2/Q0

d − 1
pi pk p̄ jlγ

i jkl .

(84)

The effects of activity are hidden within Q0.
We can write down a low-energy effective theory for the

director pi directly, akin to the superfluid model in Eq. (47).
To this end, we need to define the KMS noise partner pai to the
director, satisfying pi pai = 0, with the KMS transformation

pai
KMS−−→ ηT p̂ai ≡ ηT

(
pai + iβ

d

dt
pi + iβ∂[iu j] pj

)
. (85)

Note that since the original nematic order parameter Qi j has
a pi → −pi symmetry, we are free to choose either time-
reversal eigenvalue for pi, pai. In terms of these, the active
nematic Lagrangian takes the simple form

Lnem = −
(
∂F
∂ pi

+ ∂F
∂ (∂k pi )

∂k

)
pai

+ ∂F
∂ (∂k pi )

(
d

dt
piNak + 1

2
∂ l piHakl

)

+ ∂F
∂ (∂i p[k )

pj]
(
∂kHai j + ∂ku jNai + 2∂(iuk)Na j

)
+ ikBTσp

(
pi

a − γ

2
p̄i j pkHak j

)(
p̂ai − γ

2
p̄i j pkĤk j

a

)

+ i

2
kBT Q0λE pi pj

(
Ha〈i j〉�̂E

a − Ĥa〈i j〉�E
a

)
, (86)

with the normalization conditions imposed by the Lagrange
multiplier terms

Lnorm = (pi pi − 1)(pj pa j )

+ 1
4 (qkqk − 1)2

(
Nat + uiNai + 1

2Hai
i
)
. (87)

The low-energy thermodynamic relations are given as

ε = T s + ρ� + F ,

dF = −s dT − ρ d� + 1
2 Kd(∂ i pj∂i p j ), (88)

which ensure the KMS-invariance of the theory. As with
the superfluid case, Eq. (86) can be obtained from Eq. (75)
quite simply under the assumption that Q0 is constant, by
identifying Qi j as in Eq. (67) and Qai j = 2Q0 p(i pa j). For a
nonconstant Q0, a more careful calculation needs to be per-
formed to obtain the renormalization of various coefficients
appearing in Eq. (86), which we leave for future work.

D. Constitutive relations and the second law

Extremizing the SK effective action with respect to X t
a , X i

a,
and ϕa, we recover the energy, momentum, and mass con-
servation equations, with the energy density ε = ε + 1

2ρ
u2,
momentum density π i = ρui, and mass density ρ. The asso-
ciated energy flux and stress tensor

εi =
(
ε + 1

2
ρ
u2 − F+pE�kB�T

)
ui+λEQi ju j�kB�T

− KQ∂
iQkl∂t Qkl − u j (γ

kli j − 2δk[iQ j]l )
δF
δQkl

− 2ηu j∂
〈iu j〉 − ζui∂kuk − κ ∂ iT −∂k (X [ik] ju j ),

τ i j = ρ uiu j − (F−pE�kB�T )δi j+λEQi j�kB�T

+ KQ∂
iQkl∂ jQkl − (γ kli j − 2δk[iQ j]l )

δF
δQkl

− η∂ 〈iu j〉 − ζ δi j∂kuk−2∂kX [ik] j . (89)

The grayed out terms are total-derivatives and drop out
of the conservation equations whose form is discussed in
Appendix C 4; the remaining contributions are sometimes re-
ferred to as the “canonical” constitutive relations. Note that
while the full stress tensor is symmetric, the canonical part is
not. The distinctive active feature in these constitutive rela-
tions ∼λEQi j term in the stress tensor that is absent in passive
nematics [85,86], whereas activity can allow such terms to
appear [25,87,88]. The active contributions in blue may be
attributed to the rates

rE = �γEkB�T + pE∂iu
i + iTaEQi jQ̂ai j

+ (λEQi j + aEQklγ
kli j )∂iu j,

rF = �γF�E . (90)

We can also reduce these constitutive relations in terms of the
director pi instead of the full Qi j , but we do not perform this
exercise here.

Using the thermodynamic relations in Eq. (78), we can
verify that the constitutive relations satisfy the second law of
thermodynamics

∂t s + ∂is
i+�kBrE

= κ

(
1

T
∂iT

)2

+ 2η

T
(∂〈iu j〉)2 + ζ

T
(∂iu

i )2 + 1

TσQ
(Hi j )

2

+ γE

T
�2k2

B�T 2 + γF

T
�2�E2 � 0, (91)

where the heat flux is given by

T si = εi − Fui −
(
� − 1

2

u2

)
ρui − u jτ

ji + KQ∂
iQkl d

dt
Qkl

= T sui + κ ∂ iT, (92)
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The positivity of the right-hand side of Eq. (91) follows from
the constraints in Eq. (77).

Having formulated the SK effective action and equations of
motion for our thermal theory of active nematics, one may
proceed as Sec. III E and perform a linearized analysis of the
mode spectrum and correlation functions. This would also
enable us to compute the violations of FDT analogous to
Eq. (57).

Interestingly, active nematics suffer from a linear insta-
bility to splay or bend deformations arising from the τ i j ∼
λEQi j term in the constitutive relations [13,14]. This drives
the system into a state of nematic turbulence [10,11], in-
validating any linearized results. In the turbulent regime, it
is possible to describe an active nematic through numerical
simulations, which is found to be dominated by the prolifer-
ation of topological defect pairs [9,12,88–91]. Although it is
not possible to analytically extract observables in a generic
nematic turbulent state at the moment, there may still be
physical circumstances where the instability is suppressed. In
particular, the linear instability is suppressed for dry active
nematics [92,93] and can also be suppressed by finite system
size effects [6,14,94,95]. In such cases, it would be possible
to extract the linearized mode spectrum and correlation func-
tions, as is done for the case of active superfluids in Sec. III E.
For nonequilibrium systems, it has been shown theoretically
and experimentally through light-scattering experiments that
the energy correlations display long-range behavior charac-
teristic of their nonequilibrium state [40,96]. We leave these
explorations for future work; see Ref. [97].

V. BUZZ OF ACTIVITY

In this work we have developed a new hydrodynamic
framework for active matter with local temperature fluctua-
tions. The primary ingredient in this framework is the first law
of thermodynamics, i.e., energy balance: while the internal
energy of an active system is not necessarily conserved, it
must be balanced by the work done by the fuel source that
drives activity and the heat lost to the environment in the
process. This means that to appropriately model the thermal
fluctuations of active matter, we must regard it as a driven
open system and add both a fuel source and a distinct energy
sink into the hydrodynamic framework, modeled in this work
using the background scalar fields �F and �E, respectively.
In field-theoretic terms, these are seen as background sources
coupled to the operators rF and rE, measuring the rates of fuel
consumption and heat loss, respectively. Another important
ingredient that was used in our framework is the existence of
a famine state: When an active system runs out of fuel, it must
behave passively, i.e., it must obey the FDTs.

The SK-EFT formalism is perfectly suited for our pur-
poses. It is a symmetry-based effective field theory approach
to stochastic systems that, in principle, applies arbitrary far
from equilibrium [47–53]. In particular, the energy balance
and (nonlinear) FDT requirements are built into the SK-EFT
formalism through time-translation symmetry and discrete
KMS symmetry. While an active system by itself is not
invariant under time translations, the symmetry does apply
when acting simultaneously on the fuel/environment compo-
nents; see Refs. [43–45] for a similar procedure for other

symmetries. Furthermore, by requiring that the active system
respects the original KMS symmetry in the famine state, we
derived a new active KMS symmetry, which makes the SK-
EFT formalism suitable for modeling active matter in contact
with a thermal bath (see Sec. II B). We point out that it is
possible to extract the lessons arising from SK-EFT that we
learnt from this work and devise an operational procedure
for implementing dynamical temperature, energy and stochas-
tic noise in fluctuating hydrodynamics, as we explained in
Sec. III F.

The time-translation symmetry, active KMS symmetry, and
the unitarity constraints built into the SK-EFT framework,
together yield the second law of thermodynamics appropriate
for active systems. The active second law of thermodynamics
dictates that only the total entropy, i.e., the sum of the entropy
of the system and the entropy lost to the environment, is
increasing. This is unlike passive systems, where entropy in-
creases locally (see Sec. II C). We also explored how the active
KMS symmetry is related to microscopic reversibility and
gives rise to an active correction to the principle of detailed
balance in terms of the work performed by the external fields,
as well as the fuel/environment sources (see Sec. II D).

We have applied our hydrodynamic framework for active
matter to two interesting examples, namely active superfluids
in Sec. III and active nematics in Sec. IV. In both these
examples, we discussed how coupling to fuel/environment
sources may generate entirely new active transport parameters
in the hydrodynamic equations that are forbidden for passive
systems. These active parameters are entirely fixed in terms of
the fuel consumption and heat loss rate operators, rF and rE.
These coefficients characterise the explicit structure of FDT
violation in frequency- and wavevector-dependent retarded
and symmetric correlation functions. As a proof of concept,
we have provided the first computation of energy correlation
functions in active matter in Sec. III E, which were previously
inaccessible in other formalism for the hydrodynamics of ac-
tive matter. Similar computations can be performed for other
active phases including active nematics and the various phases
that we describe below in this section. We expect that novel
physical phenomena (so far unnoticed) associated with energy
balance such as long range order may arise in active systems
with additional broken symmetries.

Our hydrodynamic framework is particularly useful when
the active system under consideration is operating sufficiently
close to thermal equilibrium, meaning that the strength of
activity ℵ = �(T − TE)/TE is small, where � is a small book-
keeping parameter. Assuming � to scale on par with the spatial
derivatives O(∂ ), which are treated as small in hydrodynam-
ics, this allows us to systematically organize the active and
passive corrections to the hydrodynamic constitutive relations
order-by-order in derivatives. In Secs. III and IV, we have
focused on leading-order active corrections, while we will
comment on a few potentially interesting subleading-order
corrections later in this section.

Our hydrodynamic framework ceases to be applicable
when the steady fuel consumption drives the system arbi-
trarily far away from equilibrium, as the Onager relations
that were used to constrain the action assume small devia-
tions from equilibrium. Furthermore, stochastic fluctuations
entirely decouple from dissipation as the system departs from
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equilibrium. Nonetheless, hydrodynamic models have histor-
ically been known to apply well beyond their strict regime of
applicability, so we may hope that our hydrodynamic model
continues to provide useful insights even for active matter far
from equilibrium.

While we have focused our attention to simple models of
active superfluids and active nematics for concreteness, the
active hydrodynamic framework developed in this work opens
up possibilities for symmetry-based systematic modeling of
active phenomena far beyond these specific examples. We
outline a few of these potential avenues in the following.

A. Dissipation versus response versus fluctuation

Ordinarily, as a result of FDT in a passive hydrodynam-
ics, the transport coefficients controlling dissipation in the
constitutive relations are the same coefficients controlling the
strength of the retarded and symmetric correlators. However,
this may no longer be the case in active hydrodynamics.
Consider, for example, the fluid part of the superfluid effective
action written in Eq. (34). We may add to this new active terms
of the kind

−i
T

TE

(
σE

t T ∂ i μ

T
− σE

r Ei
)(

Bai�̂
E
a + B̂ai�

E
a

)
, (93)

which modify the conductivity contribution in the flux to ji ∼
−σtT ∂ i(μ/T ) + σrEi, where σt,r = σ + ℵσE

t,r . Switching off
the superfluid part, the three kinds of conductivities, σ , σt ,
and σr show up differently in the retarded and symmetric
correlators of density as

GR
nn = −σr k2

iω − σt/χ k2
, GS

nn = 2kBT0σ k2

|iω − σt/χ k2|2 . (94)

The “transport conductivity” σt controls the poles of both the
retarded and symmetric correlators, and thus the linearized
mode spectrum. However, the “response conductivity” σr

and the “fluctuation conductivity” σ control the strength of
retarded and symmetric correlators, respectively. All three no-
tions of conductivity may generically be different in an active
system. We should note that for weak activity, � ∼ O(∂ ), the
terms in Eq. (93) formally appear at O(∂2) in the constitutive
relations, which makes sense because these are active correc-
tions on top of the already derivative suppressed dissipative
corrections. Therefore, at least for weakly active systems, they
are generically less important than the other active corrections
considered in Sec. III.

A similar strategy may be employed for adding active
corrections to viscosities in a hydrodynamic model with con-
served momentum, i.e.,

−i
T

TE

(
ηE

t ∂
〈iu j〉 + 1

2
ζE

t δi j∂kuk

)(
Hai j�̂

E
a + Ĥai j�

E
a

)
, (95)

that corrects the viscosity terms in the stress tensor as
τ i j ∼ −2ηt∂

〈iu j〉 − ζtδ
i j∂kuk , where ηt = η + ℵηE

t and ζt =
η + ℵζE

t are the “transport viscosities.” Unlike conductiv-
ities, however, spacetime symmetries generically force the
“response viscosities” to be the same as “transport viscosi-
ties,” while these may generically differ from the “fluctuation
viscosities” η and ζ in an active system.

Staring at Eqs. (93) and (95), we may notice that these
are similar in form to the λnE term in Eq. (35) or the λE
term in Eq. (75), except that the signs in the parenthesis are
different due to different time-reversal eigenvalues. This is
indeed the common theme for generating active corrections
in the constitutive relations, by writing down cross terms with
the activity sources; see Refs. [5,25,27].

B. Sign-indefinite dissipation

A consequence of the active corrections to the dissipative
transport coefficients is that they may be sign-indefinite. Go-
ing back to the conductivity corrections in Eq. (93), we note
that neither of σE

t or σE
r are required to be nonnegative by

the SK unitarity constraints in Eq. (18); only σ needs to be
nonnegative. This is essentially requiring that the symmetric
correlator, which computes the variance of a stochastic ran-
dom variable, must be nonnegative, while no such requirement
exists for the retarded correlator in the absence of FDT. This
is to say that σt or σr may turn negative for sufficiently strong
activity. Interestingly, since σt controls the pole of the corre-
lation functions in Eq. (94), this also means that such active
systems will become unstable for sufficiently strong activity.
While a purely diffusive system becomes unstable as soon as
σt turns negative, this feature is sensitive to the details of the
mode spectrum. For example, the superfluid mode spectrum in
Eq. (55) remains stable until σt becomes sufficiently negative
to overcome the Goldstone diffusion parameter Dφ = fs/σφ .
Similar considerations also apply for the transport viscosities
ηt and ζt .

C. Odd viscosity and odd elasticity

Another class of active phenomena that has gained recent
traction are odd viscosity and odd elasticity, which can arise in
two-dimensional parity-violating systems. For the former, let
us consider the case where parity is broken but time-reversal
symmetry is present. In that case, odd viscosity is prohibited
for passive systems, however for active systems one can add a
term to the SK-EFT Lagrangian

−i
T

TE
η̃ δikε jl∂(kul )

(
Hai j�̂

E
a + Ĥai j�

E
a

)
, (96)

where εi j is the 2D antisymmetric Levi-Civita symbol. This
results in an odd-elasticity term in the stress tensor of the
kind τ i j ∼ −2ℵη̃ δk(iε j)l∂(kul ), which is forbidden by the
Onsager’s relations in passive time-reversal symmetric hy-
drodynamics. Note that for weak activity, � ∼ O(∂ ), the
contribution in Eq. (96) appears at O(∂2). In contrast, odd-
elasticity appears already at O(∂ ) at weak activity. Directly
importing the form in Eq. (96), we may write

i
T

TE
Ko δikε jl ukl

(
Hai j�̂

E
a − Ĥai j�

E
a

)
, (97)

where ui j is the strain tensor and the sign inside the paren-
thesis is + because ui j is even under time-reversal symmetry.
This results in the odd-elasticity contribution to the stress
tensor that take the form τ i j ∼ 2ℵKo δk(iε j)l ukl , introduced
in Ref. [15].
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D. Explicitly broken symmetries

Just like the explicitly broken time-translation symmetry,
many active systems of interest also explicitly break other
internal and/or spacetime symmetries. Examples include: bro-
ken number/charge conservation in Malthusian active matter
[98–100] where entities may replicate or die over time; broken
spatial-translations and/or boosts when the system is sub-
jected to physical barriers or friction [3]; broken rotations
when subjected to electromagnetic fields or acceleration [17];
and also broken topological symmetries [45,56,101]. Explic-
itly broken or approximate symmetries can be modeled by
introducing the appropriate sink background fields in the hy-
drodynamic framework [43,45], just like �E plays the role of
an energy sink in our construction.

For instance, we introduce a momentum sink for broken
spatial-translations in the form of a background scalar field
�I , one for each spatial direction, with the noise partner �I

a
in the SK framework. They feature the regular KMS trans-
formation (13) with time-reversal eigenvalue +1, and take
values δI

i xi and 0, respectively, for a homogeneous momentum
source. The SK-EFT Lagrangian now contains new terms
such as

ikBTσ��
I
a�̂Ia − i

T

TE
σE
�t

d�I

dt

(
�Ia�̂

E
a + �̂Ia�

E
a

)
, (98)

where �I
a = ��I

a + �(X t
a∂t + X i

a∂i )�I , and � is taken to col-
lectively control all forms of explicit symmetry breaking.
Together, they give rise to a contribution on the right-hand
side of the momentum conservation equation in Eq. (68),
which for a homogeneous background configuration takes the
form ∂tπ

i ∼ −�2σ�tui, where �σ�t = �σ� + ℵσE
�t . Since σ�t

must be strictly nonnegative for passive systems, provided
that none of the other momentum-imparting background fields
are turned on, the only allowed solution is ui = 0. However,
when activity is turned on, σ�t is no longer sign-definite and
the momentum equation may admit other favorable solutions
where σ�t goes to 0 instead.

This effect is most evident for fluids without boost symme-
try, in which case the coefficients may take the form σ� =
A + B
u2 and σE

�t = AE, with A,B > 0 and AE < 0. When
�A + ℵAE > 0, the system prefers the solution with ui =
0. Whereas, when �A + ℵAE < 0, the system spontaneously
picks a state with 
u2 = −(A + ℵ/�AE)/B. This is precisely
the structure underlying the Toner-Tu model of flocking [3].
Using the combination of broken translations, broken boosts,
and activity, one may also generate all other terms in the
Toner-Tu model; we leave an in-depth analysis for future
work.

E. Active polar

In Sec. IV, we studied active nematic liquid crystals
described by the order parameter Qi j , whose low-energy dy-
namics reduces to the director pi, together with the constraint

p2 = 1 and pi → −pi symmetry. If we were to relax these,
then we may describe an active polar liquid crystal where
the microscopic constituents feature distinct heads and tails
[3–7]. The free-energy density F now contains a potential
V ( 
p2) = 1

2 a 
p2 + 1
4 a4 
p4 that controls the transition between

the ordered and disordered phases similar to our discussion

in Sec. IV C. The explicit structure of the hydrodynamic
description depends on the time-reversal eigenvalue of pi,
which the nematic phase is agnostic to on account of the
pi → −pi symmetry. For example, pi is time-reversal-odd if
it models the individual spins of microscopic constituents or
time-reversal-even if it models the individual dipole moments.

For time-reversal-even pi, the free-energy density F may
contain new terms at one-derivative order, e.g., f1 pi∂iρ,
1
2 f2 pi∂i 
p2, which contribute to SK-EFT Lagrangian in
Eq. (86) accordingly. They generate a number of new terms
in the equation for ∂t pi in Eq. (83), i.e., λ2 pi∂k pk , λ3∂i 
p2,
λ4 pi pk∂k 
p2, λ5∂iρ, λ6 pi pk∂kρ, with the coefficients λ2,...,6

fixed in terms of f1,2. Importantly, the advective term like
λ1 pk∂k pi is forbidden in purely passive polar liquid crystals.
By contrast, all these terms are forbidden in a passive polar
liquid crystal for time-reversal-odd pi. These constraints may
be overcome by introducing activity into the model, via new
contributions in the SK-EFT Lagrangian

−i
T

TE
(λ1 pk∂k pi + . . .)

(
pai�̂

E
a ∓ p̂ai�

E
a

)
, (99)

where the upper/lower sign is applicable for even/odd pi under
time reversal. Note that even though activity can be used to
generate every possible term in the equation for ∂t pi, casting
both the even and odd cases on the same footing, the two
scenarios remain qualitatively distinct. In particular, for weak
activity, the terms allowed by passivity in either of these cases
dominate over those only allowed by activity.

Along the same lines, we noted that passive polar dynamics
sets the advective coefficient λ1 = 0 for both time-reversal-
even and -odd pi, and this must be generated purely from
activity. This should be contrasted with the Toner-Tu model
of flocking, where the role of the vector order parameter pi

is played by the velocity ui of the individual constituents, as
opposed to the fixed properties like spin or dipole moment. In
this case, the passive dynamics is actually governed by the
Navier-Stokes equations arising from momentum conserva-
tion and does allow for the advective term with λ1 = 1 as seen
from Eq. (89). We need activity to make this term different
from 1.

F. Electrically driven fluids

Instead of a fuel source �F, we may consider driving
activity through one of the other background fields in the de-
scription, such as electric fields Ei in a charged fluid [60,102].
Since electric fields impart both energy Ei ji and momentum
Ein to the fluid, we are forced to include both the energy sink
�E

r,a and the momentum sink �I
r,a introduced around Eq. (98).

Taking ji = nui, energy and momentum balance leads to the
steady states

T = TE

(
1 + n2EiEi

�4k2
BT 2

E γEσ�t

)
, ui = nEi

�2σ�t
. (100)

Starting from this steady state, it is possible to retrace the
discussion in this paper and formulate a hydrodynamic the-
ory which includes electric field driving-induced contributions
that are not bound by the local second law of thermodynamics.
This example makes it clear that the framework we introduced
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in this paper can in general account for driven open systems,
including systems for which the driving source does not orig-
inate from microscopic processes of burning fuel.

G. Active phase transitions

In Secs. III C and IV C, we discussed how the strength
of activity may be used as a control parameter to induce
phase transitions between the ordered and disordered states
in our active hydrodynamic models that may be forbidden
in passive systems. Active phase transitions are theoretically
challenging because they do not have a notion of free-energy
minimization and thus our usual theory of phase transitions
based on Euclidean statistical field theory does not apply. The
SK-EFT framework developed in this work perfectly sets the
stage for a Wilsonian renormalization group approach to study
activity-induced phase transitions. While we have not pursued
this line of inquiry in this work, we anticipate that the models
proposed in this work will help further our understanding
of active phase transitions and we plan to return to these
considerations in future work.

H. Kinetic theory, holography, and other driven open systems

In this work, we have developed a systematic framework
for constructing hydrodynamic models for active matter based
on symmetries. However, such modeling typically features a
number of undetermined transport coefficients that need to
be fixed either through experiments or through an explicit
microscopic calculation. At weak coupling, one can use the
techniques of kinetic theory to derive the transport coefficients
[22,103]. It will be interesting to revisit this approach for
thermal active matter in the presence of fuel source and energy
sink, as done previously for hydrodynamics with momentum
sinks [104].

However, our analytical tools are quite limited in the strong
coupling regime where the hydrodynamic models are most
reliable. Holography or the AdS/CFT correspondence pro-
vides an alternative route to derive the qualitative features
of transport coefficients in a strongly coupled fluid, using a
higher-dimensional gravitational theory [105–107]. However,
the standard paradigm of holography only applies to relativis-
tic systems, which has hindered its utilization for studying
active matter models that typically do not feature energy
conservation. By contrast, the formalism of active hydrody-
namics developed in this work systematically accounts for
energy conservation and dynamical temperature, and while we
have only applied this to nonrelativistic systems, we do not
anticipate any conceptual obstructions to extending these to
relativistic systems. If so, it will be interesting to return to the
prospect of active holography in another work. We also expect
that the extension of this framework to relativistic driven open
systems will offer new insights into other nonequilibrium sys-
tems beyond the holographic setup, including in the context
of astrophysics.

I. Mechanosensitivity and complex environments

Throughout this work we have assumed that there is no
backreaction on the fuel burning process and hence that the
rate rF does not receive hydrodynamic corrections. Generi-

cally, however, the flow and transport properties of the fluid
can affect the fuel consumption process and result in ac-
tive systems becoming mechanosensitive [5,25,26,28]. These
effects can be taken into account by introducing generic hy-
drodynamic corrections in rF, similar to how we have derived
corrections to rE in this work. Mechanosensitivity is expected
to be a general feature of certain classes of active systems,
playing a role in the cytoskeleton and cell motility [5]. We
expect to return to this topic and single out generic features of
this fuel consumption process in energy correlation functions.

A related problem of interest is to understand how active
matter behaves in complex environments [108]. This question
is relevant not only for cell motility and its role in various bio-
logical processes, but also for understanding bacterial growth
and collective motion under varying external conditions. The
formalism we introduced here allows to model time and spa-
tially modulated environment sources by giving a nontrivial
profile to �E

r . A concrete application is to study the collective
motion of active matter when subjected to an external temper-
ature gradient. We leave these interesting questions for future
work.
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APPENDIX A: CHEMICAL FUEL AND COMPARISON
TO JULICHER et al.

In this Appendix we carefully review the work of Ref. [25]
and show how it can fit into our work. We note, however,
that this framework does not take into account environmental
sinks and thus does not host nonequilibrium steady states.
Let us start with the conservation equations for total energy,
momentum, and number densities of chemical ingredients as
outlined in Ref. [25], i.e.,

∂tεtot + ∂iε
i
tot = 0,

∂tπ
j + ∂iτ

i j = 0,

∂t nα + ∂i ji
α = rα, (A1)

where α = 0, . . . ,N labels different chemical species, char-
acterized by constant mass per unit particle mα . The mass and
momentum densities are given as ρ = mαnα and π i = mα ji

α .
Given that the total mass is conserved, we have mαrα = 0,
leading to

∂tρ + ∂iπ
i = 0. (A2)
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We can decompose the rates into rα = −rI aI
α , where indepen-

dent rates rI are the independent rates of chemical reactions
and aI

α are stoichiometric coefficients. Thermodynamic rela-
tions can be summarized as

dεtot = T ds + (
μα − 1

2 mα 
u2
)
dnα + uidπi,

p = T s + (
μα − 1

2 mα 
u2)nα + uiπi − εtot. (A3)

Due to Galilean symmetry, we can also express this in terms
of the total internal energy density εtot = εtot − 1

2ρ
u2, i.e.,

dεtot = T ds + μαdnα, p = T s + μαnα − εtot. (A4)

From here we can derive

∂t s + ∂is
i = − 1

T
(si − s ui )∂iT − 1

T
(τ i j − p δi j − ρuiu j )∂iu j

− 1

T

(
ji
α − nαui

)
∂iμ

α + 1

T
rI�μI � 0, (A5)

where we have identified the heat current

T si = εi
tot + 1

2 
u2π i − τ i ju j − μα ji
α + p ui, (A6)

and defined �μI = aI
αμ

α . From here we can read out the
constitutive relations consistent with the second law of ther-
modynamics. In particular, we find the rates

rI = MIJ�μJ , (A7)

for positive semidefinite matrix MIJ . Using these, we can
obtain temperature dynamics from energy conservation

∂t T = 1

cv

(
�μI + TaI

α

∂s

∂nα

∣∣∣∣
T

)
MIJ�μJ + gradient terms,

(A8)

where cv = T ∂s/∂T |nα
is the specific heat. This results in a

steady increase of temperature when the activity parameters
�μI are turned on. However, when an energy sink is intro-
duced as in Sec. II A, we achieve a steady state at

T0 = TE

(
1 + 1

�2k2
BT 2

E γE

(
�μI + TaI

α

∂s

∂nα

∣∣∣∣
T

)
MIJ�μJ

)
.

(A9)

To make the mapping to the formalism presented in
Sec. II A more precise, note that only one linear combination
of number densities, i.e., the mass density ρ, is conserved.
Therefore, we can arbitrarily redefine nα → nα + gα (εtot, nα )
for arbitrary functions gα (ρ, εtot ), such that mαgα = 0. The
conservation equations take the same form after appropriately
modifying the definitions of ji

α and rα . This also modifies the
definitions of

1

T
→ 1

T

(
1 + μαJαβ

∂gβ

∂εtot

)
,

μα

T
→ μβ

T
Jβα, (A10)

where Jαβ is the inverse of δαβ + ∂gα/∂nβ . This hints at the
inherent ambiguity in defining temperature in active systems.
To fix this ambiguity, let us isolate the mass density contribu-
tions in the thermodynamic relations, leading to

dεtot = T ds + �totdρ + �μI dnI ,

p = T s + �totρ + �μI nI − εtot, (A11)

where nI = āα
I nα are independent nonconserved particle

densities and �tot = μαmα/m2 is the total mass chemical
potential. Here āα

I denotes the “inverse stoichiometric coef-
ficients,” satisfying the relations āα

I aI
β = δαβ − mαmβ/m2 and

āα
I aJ

α = δJ
I . In particular, using the last relation, we have that

�tot = �tot (p,T,�μI ). To fix the aforementioned ambiguity,
we require that the total energy density splits cleanly into a
system part and a fuel part,

εtot (s, nα, πi ) = ε(s, ρ, πi ) + ρ εF(nI/ρ),

εtot (s, nα ) = ε(s, ρ) + ρ εF(nI/ρ), (A12)

where we have defined ε = ε + 1
2ρ
u2. The parametrization is

chosen such that the mass chemical potential splits into

�tot (p,T, μ̄α ) = � (p,T ) + εF − nI

ρ
�μI , (A13)

along with the thermodynamic relations

dε = T ds + �dρ, p = T s + �ρ − ε,

dεF = �μI d
nI

ρ
. (A14)

It is easy to check that the energy and entropy balance equa-
tions now become

∂tε + ∂iε
i = �rF�E ,

∂t s + ∂is
i = − 1

T
(si − s ui )∂iT − 1

T
(τ i j − p δi j − ρuiu j )∂iu j

+ �

T
rF�E , (A15)

together with

εi
tot = εi + εFπ

i + �μI
(

ji
I − nI u

i
)
,

T si = εi + 1
2 
u2π i − τ i ju j − �π i + p ui. (A16)

We isolate the constant ��E representing the strength of
activity, by defining �μI = νI��E . In terms of this, the net
fuel burning rate is identified as

rF = rIν
I − (

ji
I − nI u

i
)
∂iν

I . (A17)

Note that momentum and mass conservation equations re-
main unaltered. With this parametrization, one finds that
aI
α∂s/∂nα|T = 0 and thus

γF = νI MIJν
J . (A18)

We have hence recovered the formalism presented in the main
text, without the energy sink. However, besides the inclusion
of a sink mechanism, the formalism presented in the main text
also poses two additional benefits: It is operationally simpler
as one does not need to keep track of individual chemical
species and it is easily generalisable to other kinds of activity
sources such as electric of mechanical driving.

APPENDIX B: DETAILS OF SCHWINGER-KELDYSH
FORMALISM

In this Appendix we give the details of the SK for-
malism for active systems. The following discussion is a
straightforward generalization of nonrelativistic SK hydrody-
namics [83,109] to include background thermal bath fields;
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see also Refs. [49,51,52] for the original relativistic formula-
tion. We begin with a brief review of nonrelativistic spacetime
geometries in Appendix B 1, which provide the appropriate
background sources for conserved currents associated with
spacetime symmetries. We then give a self-contained review
of the SK formalism and KMS symmetry for passive hydrody-
namics in Appendix B 2, followed by the extension to include
fuel and environment background fields in Appendix B 3.
Finally, in Appendixes B 4 and B 5 we provide proofs of
the (active) second law of thermodynamics and microscopic
reversibility from the SK-EFT framework. The discussion in
this Appendix will be mostly formal; the actual construc-
tion of the SK-EFT effective actions has been relegated to
Appendix C.

We will employ a covariant notation for spacetime co-
ordinates (xμ) = (t, xi ), with the spacetime indices running
over μ, ν, . . . = 0, 1, 2, . . . and the spatial indices running
over i, j, . . . = 1, 2, . . .. Later in the SK construction in
Appendix B 2, we will also introduce worldvolume co-
ordinates (σα ), with the indices running over α, β, . . . =
0, 1, 2, . . .. Importantly, despite the covariant notation, our
construction is entirely nonrelativistic.

1. Nonrelativistic geometries

We are interested in physical systems that feature global
symmetries: time translations, spatial translations, spatial ro-
tations, U(1) transformations, and possibly boosts. To keep
track of the respective conserved currents, it is convenient to
introduce the associated background fields. In nonrelativistic
setting without necessarily a boost symmetry, the appropri-
ate structure is given by a curved Aristotelian background
[109–111]. It features a clock-form nμ coupled to the energy
current εμ, a degenerate symmetric spatial metric hμν coupled
collectively to the momentum density πμ (s.t. πμnμ = 0)
and the symmetric stress tensor τμν (s.t. τμνnν = 0), and
a U(1) gauge field Aμ coupled to the charge current jμ.
Since hμν is degenerate, there exists a unique vector field
vμ such that vμhμν = 0, normalized as vμnμ = 1, which
represents the preferred observer with respect to whom the
notions of space and time are defined. We can also define an
“inverse” spatial metric hμν , satisfying hν

μ ≡ hμρhρν = δμν −
vμnν and nμhμν = 0. Tensorial indices can be raised and low-
ered by contractions with hμν and hμν , respectively. However,
note that these operations are not generically invertible, e.g.,
Xμhμνhνρ �= Xρ for some Xμ. We may introduce a spacetime
connection on Aristotelian backgrounds given as

�λ
μν = vλ∂μnν + 1

2 hλρ (∂μhνρ + ∂νhμρ − ∂ρhμν ), (B1)

used to define a covariant derivative ∇μ that acts on a mixed-
index tensor as ∇μX λ

ν = ∂μX λ
ν + �λ

μσ X σ
ν − �σ

μνX λ
σ , and simi-

larly for higher-rank tensors. Note that ∇μnν,∇μhνρ = 0, but
∇μvν,∇μhνρ �= 0. It is also convenient to define a gradient
operator ∇′

μ = ∇μ + F n
μνv

ν , where F n
μν = 2∂[μnν] and anal-

ogously Fμν = 2∂[μAν]. This has the property that ∇′
μXμ =

1/
√
γ ∂μ(

√
γ Xμ), with γ = det(nμnν + hμν ).

The action of global symmetries can simply be realized
as background diffeomorphisms x′μ(x) and gauge transfor-
mations �(x) that act on various background fields as usual.
In flat spacetime, the Aristotelian background fields take

the trivial values nμ, v
μ = (1, 
0), hμν, hμν = ((0, 
0), (
0, δi j )),

Aμ = 0, which is only invariant under the global part of the
transformations given as

t ′(x) = t + at ,

x′i(x) = �i
j (x

j + a j ),

�(x) = �, (B2)

where at , ai are the parameters of spacetime translations,
�i

j ∈ SO(d ) of rotations, and � of global U(1) transforma-
tions. This set does not contain the boost symmetry, which
needs to be supplied separately when relevant.

To model active systems, we will also introduce the fuel
and environment background fields �F,E coupled to the rate
operators rF,E introduced in Sec. II.

Given the effective action S of the theory, the conserved
currents can be defined via taking variations with respect to
the background fields

δS =
∫

x
−εμδnμ +

(
v(μπν) + 1

2
τμν

)
δhμν + jμδAμ

+ �rE�
E + �rF�

F, (B3)

where
∫

x is short-hand notation for the integral measure∫
dd+1x

√
γ . We will denote the active contributions arising

from the external baths in blue for emphasis. Requiring the
symmetry transformations to leave the action S invariant, we
are led to the conservation equations

∇′
με

μ = −vμ fμ − τμνhλν∇μvλ,

∇′
μ(vμπν + τμν ) = hνμ fμ − πμhνλ∇λv

μ,

∇′
μ jμ = 0, (B4)

where we have identified the forces fμ = −F n
μνε

ν +
Fμν jν+�rE∂μ�E + �rF∂μ�F. See Refs. [109–111] for more
details on these conservation equations.

To describe a relativistic/Galilean system, we need to ad-
ditionally impose the Lorentzian/Galilean boost symmetry on
the background sources, respectively. Specifically for Galilean
systems, this is realized via the Milne transformations

vμ → vμ + bμ,

hμν → hμν − 2n(μbν) + nμnνb2,

Aμ → Aμ + bμ − 1
2 nμb2, (B5)

where bμ is the boost parameter satisfying bμnμ = 0, and
we have defined bμ = hμνbν , b2 = bμbμ. The background
fields nμ and hμν are Milne-invariant. The Aristotelian ge-
ometric structure with Milne transformations is called a
Newton-Cartan geometry [112,113]. Specializing to the flat
background described before Eq. (B2), these transformations
act on the spatial coordinates as

xi → xi − bit, (B6)

as expected. Requiring the action in Eq. (B3) to be Milne-
invariant sets the charge flux equal to the momentum density,
i.e.,

jμhμν = πν, (B7)
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as we expect for a Galilean system. We do not concern our-
selves with relativistic systems in this work. Note that the
connection (B1) is not Milne-invariant. In fact, no connection
can be constructed out of the geometric structure at hand
that is simultaneously Milne- and U(1)-invariant. However,
one may write such a connection if provided with a Milne-
invariant vector field, which in our case can be provided by
the covariant fluid velocity uμ, normalized as uμnμ = 1. The
Milne-invariant connection can then be written as [114]

�gλ
μν = vλ∂μnν + 1

2 hλρ (∂μhνρ + ∂νhμρ − ∂ρhμν )

+ n(μFν)ρhρλ + 1
2 
uλF n

μν − (

u(μ − 1

2 n(μ
u2)F n
ν)ρhρλ,

(B8)

with the associated covariant derivative operator ∇g
μ and the

gradient operator ∇′g
μ = ∇g

μ + F n
μνuν . Note that this connec-

tion is not a purely geometric object, but may be used to make
the Galilean symmetry manifest where required. More details
can be found in Refs. [83,114–119].

2. Passive Schwinger-Keldysh formalism

We will start with a lightning review of the SK formal-
ism for passive nonrelativistic hydrodynamics constructed in
Refs. [83,109]. Readers familiar with the formalism may skim
this discussion for the notation being used and proceed di-
rectly to Appendix B 3.

Fluid worldvolume, dynamical fields, and global symme-
tries. SK field theories are defined on a closed-time contour,
with leg “1” going forward in time and leg “2” returning
backward in time to the initial state. Each leg of the contour
is equipped with its own set of degrees of freedom and back-
ground fields. SK hydrodynamics is set up as a sigma-model
on an auxiliary “worldvolume” with coordinates σα , where
the dynamical fields live. To describe a passive fluid featur-
ing conserved energy, momentum, and charge, the dynamical
field content consists of a pair of coordinate fields Xμ

1,2(σ )
defining two copies of “SK spacetime” and a pair of U(1)
phase fields ϕ1,2(σ ). The subscripts label the respective legs
of the contour. Depending on the system under consideration,
each leg of the contour may also feature certain additional
fields, for instance order parameters associated with sponta-
neous symmetry breaking, that we shall return to for specific
applications.

SK hydrodynamics realizes the global spacetime and in-
ternal symmetries independently on the two spacetimes. Each
global symmetry comes in pairs and acts on each SK space-
time independently, i.e.,

X t
1,2 → X t

1,2 + at
1,2,

X i
1,2 → �1,2

i
j

(
X j

1,2 + a j
1,2 − bj

1,2X t
1,2

)
,

ϕ1,2 → ϕ1,2 − �1,2, (B9)

We may also replace Galilean boosts with Lorentz boosts for
relativistic systems, or skip them altogether for boost-agnostic
systems [109–111]. It is convenient to gauge these symmetries
by introducing the Aristotelian background fields n1,2μ(X1,2),
h1,2μν (X1,2), and A1,2μ(X1,2) on each SK spacetime, reviewed
in Appendix B 1, that transform under the global symmetries
as usual. The action on the dynamical fields, however, is now

given as simply

Xμ
1,2 → X ′μ

1,2(X1,2),

ϕ1,2 → ϕ1,2 − �1,2(X1,2). (B10)

In practice, we can define objects that are invariant under
global symmetries as simple pullbacks of background fields
onto the fluid worldvolume, i.e.,

n1,2α = n1,2μ(X1,2) ∂αXμ
1,2,

h1,2αβ = h1,2μν (X1,2) ∂αXμ
1,2 ∂βX ν

1,2,

A1,2α = A1,2μ(X1,2) ∂αXμ
1,2 + ∂αϕ1,2. (B11)

We have dropped the explicit dependence on worldvolume
coordinates for clarity.

It is useful to introduce an average-difference basis fr =
( f1 + f2)/2, fa = ( f1 − f2)/h̄ for various dynamical and
background fields. The average “r” combinations are un-
derstood as the “physical” macroscopic fields, while the
difference “a” combinations as the stochastic noise associated
with them.

Fluid worldvolume symmetries. In addition to the global
symmetries above, we also impose local diffeomorphisms
σ ′α (σ ) and U(1) gauge transformations λ(σ ) of the worldvol-
ume acting on the dynamical fields as

Xμ
1,2(σ ) → X ′μ

1,2(σ ′(σ )) = Xμ
1,2(σ ),

ϕ1,2(σ ) → ϕ′
1,2(σ ′(σ )) = ϕ1,2(σ ) + λ(σ ). (B12)

All the global symmetry invariants in Eq. (B11) are invariant
under worldvolume gauge transformations, except for Arα

that transforms as Arα → Arα + ∂αλ. Worldvolume diffeo-
morphisms act on all global symmetry invariants as usual.

The effective theory is also endowed with a thermal vector
βα (σ ) and a chemical shift Λβ(σ ), transforming as

βα (σ ) → β′α (σ ′) = ββ (σ )∂βσ
′α (σ ),

Λβ(σ ) → Λ′
β(σ ′) = Λβ(σ ) − βα∂αλ(σ ). (B13)

Without loss of generality, we may partially fix the worldvol-
ume symmetries to set βα = (β0, 
0) and Λβ = β0μ0, where
β0 = (kBT0)−1 is some reference global temperature and μ0

is some reference chemical potential.
Physical spacetime formulation. The worldvolume pic-

ture of SK hydrodynamics with two copies of spacetimes
is theoretically neat and appealing. However, for practical
purposes, it is more transparent to move to a single physical
spacetime formulation, defined via xμ = Xμ

r (σ ). We can use
pullbacks with respect to this map to define objects that are
invariant under the fluid worldvolume diffeomorphisms. Due
to the nonlinear nature of the theory, the relations between
the average-difference quantities on the worldvolume and
those on the spacetime are quite nontrivial. However, the
relations simplify in the classical (h̄ → 0) limit, i.e.,

Nrμ = ∂σα

∂xμ
nrα = nrμ + O(h̄),

Naμ = ∂σα

∂xμ
naα = naμ + £Xa nrμ + O(h̄),

Hrμν = ∂σα

∂xμ

∂σβ

∂xν
hrαβ = hrμν + O(h̄),

055401-21



JAY ARMAS, AKASH JAIN, AND RUBEN LIER PHYSICAL REVIEW E 112, 055401 (2025)

Haμν = ∂σα

∂xμ

∂σβ

∂xν
haαβ = haμν + £Xa hrμν + O(h̄),

Brμ = ∂σα

∂xμ
Arα = Arμ + ∂μϕr + O(h̄),

Baμ = ∂σα

∂xμ
Aaα = Aaμ + ∂μϕa + £Xa Arμ + O(h̄), (B14)

up to quantum corrections, where £Xa denotes a Lie derivative
along Xμ

a . These quantities will be used as building blocks
to construct the SK effective action. The fluid worldvolume
gauge transformations become the diagonal spatial shift sym-
metry on the physical spacetime, acting only on Brμ among
these building blocks, i.e., Brμ → Brμ + ∂μλ. We can define
the physical spacetime thermal vector βμ and chemical shift
�β as

βμ = βα ∂xμ

∂σα (x)
,

�β = βμ∂μφr + Λβ. (B15)

These objects are dynamical and can be used to define
the local temperature kBT = 1/β, fluid velocity uμ = βμ/β,
and chemical potential μ = (�β + βμArμ)/β, where β =√
βμnrμ. The compromise for passing onto the physical

spacetime formulation is that the r-part of the physical space-
time diffeomorphisms (B10) becomes nonmanifest and takes
the form xμ → x′μ(x), which acts on various fields on the
physical spacetime as diffeomorphisms according to their ten-
sor structure.

For convenience, we introduce the collective notation

Dynamical fields: ψ = (βμ,�β ), ψa = (
Xμ

r,a, ϕr,a
)
,

Currents: Or,a = (
εμ

r,a, 2v(μ
r πν)

r,a + τμν
r,a , jμr,a

)
,

Background fields: sr,a = (−nr,aμ,
1
2 hr,aμν,Ar,aμ

)
,

Global symmetry invariants:�r,a = (−Nr,aμ,
1
2 Hr,aμν,Br,aμ

)
,

(B16)

which will be useful in the forthcoming discussion. These
sets are appropriately extended in the presence of additional
degrees of freedom parametrizing spontaneous symmetry
breaking.

For later use, let us record the action of global symmetries
(B10) on various dynamical and background fields. As noted
above, the r-type diffeomorphisms in Eq. (B10) act as usual
on all the fields. Whereas, a-type diffeomorphisms only act on
the a-type fields, i.e.,

sa → sa + £χa sr, Xμ
a → Xμ

a − χμ
a , (B17)

while leaving ϕa invariant, where χμ
a denotes the parameter of

a-type diffeomorphisms. The r-type and a-type gauge trans-
formations act on the U(1) sector as

Ar,aμ → Ar,aμ + ∂μ�r,a, ϕr → ϕr − �r,

ϕa → ϕa − �a − Xμ
a ∂μ�r . (B18)

One may check that these symmetries leave the quantities in
Eq. (B14) invariant.

SK generating functional. The fundamental object of in-
terest in nonequilibrium field theory is the SK generating

functional Z[sr, sa], which can be used to probe various
nonequilibrium operators via the variational formulas such
as those in Eq. (12). In SK hydrodynamics, the generating
functional is obtained by performing a path integral of the
effective action S[ψ,ψa, sr, sa], as in

Z[sr, sa] =
∫

Dψ Dψa exp(iS[ψ,ψa, sr, sa]). (B19)

In practice, the effective action may be construct using the
building blocks �r,a, uμ, T , and μ, arranged order-by-order
in derivatives. Varying the effective action with respect to
the two types of sources, we can read out the associated
operators

δS =
∫

x
Or · δsa + Oa · δsr . (B20)

The Or operators (obtained by varying with respect to sa) can
be understood as physical, while the Oa operators (obtained
by varying with respect to sr) as their stochastic noise coun-
terparts. The classical constitutive relations are given by O =
Or | fa→0. One may check that the associated conservation
equations (B4) are obtained by extremizing the action with
respect to ψa dynamical fields, while varying with respect
to ψ fields yields the equivalent equations for the stochastic
noise.

The SK generating functional is required to satisfy the
following three conditions

Z[sr, sa = 0] = 1, Z[sr,−sa] = Z∗[sr, sa],

ReZ[sr, sa] � 0, (B21)

arising from generic properties of quantum field theories de-
fined on a closed-time contour. More details regarding the
underlying physics can be found in the review of Ref. [53].
These conditions can naturally be extended to the effective
action as given in Eq. (18). We can arrange S as a series
in powers of �a, in which case the three conditions mean
that: S must at least be linear in �a, the terms with even-
powers of �a must be imaginary, and these imaginary terms
must be arranged into a quadratic form with nonnegative
coefficients.

Dynamical KMS symmetry. While the SK conditions (B21)
are satisfied for arbitrary nonequilibrium field theories de-
fined on a closed-time contour, the SK generating functional
Z[sr, sa] for a thermal system is also required to satisfy
a discrete dynamical KMS symmetry. Let us assume that
the microscopic theory underlying our hydrodynamic fea-
tures a discrete symmetry � that includes the time-reversal
transformation T. Depending on the physical system under
consideration, this could be just T, or some combination in-
volving spatial-parity charge-conjugation transformation such
as PT, CT, CPT. The KMS symmetry is defined as the
invariance of the Schwinger-Keldysh generating functional
Z[sr, sa] under a transformation of the background fields
[120]

s1(x)
KMS−−→ �s1(x), s2(x)

KMS−−→ �s2(x + ih̄ �β0), (B22)

where the �s2 is evaluated on the complex spacetime argu-
ments xμ + ih̄ �β

μ
0 , with β

μ
0 = uμ

0 /(kBT0) being the thermal
vector associated with the inertial equilibrium observer. More
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details can be found in, e.g., Refs. [53,121]. For classical
nonequilibrium field theories valid at small frequencies ω �
kBT0/h̄, the classical truncation of the KMS symmetry is more
relevant, given by

sr
KMS−−→ �sr + O(h̄),

sa
KMS−−→ �ŝa ≡ �

(
sa + iβμ

0 ∂μsr
) + O(h̄). (B23)

The action of KMS symmetry on the dynamical fields is
naturally defined on the the fluid worldvolume as

Xμ
1 (σ )

KMS−−→ �Xμ
1 (σ ),

Xμ
2 (σ )

KMS−−→ �Xμ
2 (σ + ih̄ �β) − ih̄ �β

μ
0 ,

ϕ1(σ )
KMS−−→ �ϕ1(σ ),

ϕ2(σ )
KMS−−→ �ϕ2(σ + ih̄ �β). (B24)

Importantly, the extra constant contribution in the transfor-
mation Xμ

2 is taken so that KMS symmetry preserve the
equilibrium configuration Xμ

1,2(σ ) = δμα σ
α , ϕ1,2(σ ) = 0. In

the physical spacetime formulation in the classical limit, these
give rise to

βμ KMS−−→ �βμ + O(h̄),

Xμ
a

KMS−−→ �X̂μ
a ≡ �

(
Xμ

a + i
(
βμ − β

μ
0

)) + O(h̄),

ϕr
KMS−−→ �ϕr + O(h̄),

ϕa
KMS−−→ �ϕ̂a ≡ �(ϕa + i£βϕr ) + O(h̄). (B25)

These transformation properties induce the following dynami-
cal KMS transformation on the building blocks of the effective
action

�r
KMS−−→ ��r + O(h̄),

�a
KMS−−→ ��̂a ≡ �̂(�a + i£β�r ) + O(h̄),

ψ
KMS−−→ �ψ + O(h̄). (B26)

Galilean hydrodynamics. The SK setup so far has been
boost-agnostic, i.e., it applies to systems that may or may not
possess a boost symmetry. To describe a Galilean system, we
also need to impose the Milne boost symmetry (B5) on the
two sets of spacetime background fields (n1,2μ, h1,2μν,A1,2μ)

independently [83]. In the classical limit, �r fields only
transform under the diagonal Milne boosts that act in the
same way as Eq. (B5). Milne boosts act quite compli-
catedly on the �a fields, though we can write down the
combination

Haμν = Haμν + 2Nr(μBaν) − 2Na(μ
(

uν) − 1

2 Nrν)
u2
)
,

(B27)

that is Milne-invariant together with Naμ. Here 
uμ = uμ − vμ

denote the spatial components of the fluid velocity, with

uμ = Hrμν 
uν , and 
u2 = 
uμ
uμ is the fluid velocity squared.
We can also use this to define a Galilean-invariant version
Baμ, i.e., Baμ = Haμνuν − 1

2 NrμHaρσ uρuσ , used in Eq. (70).
Furthermore, the chemical potential μ defined in Eq. (B15)
is not Galilean-invariant and we instead need to improve the
definition as

β� = β
(
μ + 1

2 
u2
)
, (B28)

known as the mass chemical potential. The definitions of fluid
velocity and temperature are already Galilean-invariant.

This finishes our lightening review of the formal aspects
of passive nonrelativistic SK hydrodynamics. Next, we will
discuss how to introduce activity into the framework. Later in
Appendix C, we will see these concepts applied to particular
examples.

3. Active ingredients

To extend the SK framework discussed above to active
hydrodynamics, we need to introduce the background fuel
and environment fields on each spacetime �F,E

1,2 (X1,2) from
Sec. II B. The pullbacks onto the worldvolume are defined
simply as

ΦF,E
1,2 = �F,E

1,2 (X1,2), (B29)

that are evaluated on the worldvolume coordinates σα . We
can define the average-difference basis of these worldvolume
fields ΦF,E

r,a , which can be further pulled onto the physical
spacetime defined by identifying xμ = Xμ

r , denoted as �F,E
r,a .

In the classical limit, the objects �F,E
r,a are related to the back-

ground fields �F,E
r,a as

�F,E
r = ��F,E

r + O(h̄),

�F,E
a = ��F,E

a + �£Xa�
F,E
r + O(h̄). (B30)

We have included a factor of � in these definitions for
later convenience. The SK effective action S[ψ,ψa, sr, sa]
is constructed similar to the passive case, where sr,a =
(sr,a,�

F
r,a,�

E
r,a) contains the fuel/environment background

fields as well, and is still required to satisfy the conditions
in Eq. (18). The SK generating functional Z[sr, sa] is defined
similarly to Eq. (B19).

We impose the regular KMS symmetry (B22) on the fuel
fields

�F
1 (x)

KMS−−→ ��F
1 (x), �F

2 (x)
KMS−−→ ��F

2 (x + ih̄ �β0).

(B31)
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The qualitative point of departure from passive hydrody-
namics is the new active KMS symmetry imposed on the
environment fields, i.e.,

�E
1 (x)

KMS−−→ ��E
1 (x),

�E
2 (x)

KMS−−→ ��E
2 (x + ih̄ �β0) − ih̄. (B32)

The activity arises because of the additional −ih̄ term in the
KMS transformation of �E

2 . This term is similar to the addi-
tional term introduced in the KMS transformation of Xμ

2 in
Eq. (B24), which was required to ensure that the equilib-
rium configuration Xμ

1,2(σ ) = δμα σ
α is preserved by KMS.

Whereas, the additional term here means that the environ-
ment field configuration �E

1,2 = TEt is only preserved by KMS
when T0 = TE, i.e., the system temperature is same as the envi-
ronment temperature. Recall from Eq. (9) that T0 − TE ∝ �E2

in an active steady state, meaning that the environment field
configuration is never preserved by KMS when the fuel is
available to provide heat. Accordingly, the fuel field config-
uration �F

1,2 = −�E t is also only preserved by KMS when
the fuel chemical differential is absent, i.e., �E = 0. This
also means that retarded and symmetric correlation functions
computed in a state with T0 �= TE or �E �= 0 will not satisfy
FDTs. Equation (B32) implies a KMS transformation for the
FF,E

r,a fields as

�F
r

KMS−−→ ��F
r + O(h̄),

�F
a

KMS−−→ ��̂F
a ≡ �

(
�F

a + i£β�
F
r

) + O(h̄),

�E
r

KMS−−→ ��E
r + O(h̄),

�E
a

KMS−−→ ��̂E
a ≡ �

(
�E

a + i£β�
E
r − i

) + O(h̄). (B33)

We should emphasize that the full Schwinger-Keldysh gen-
erating functional Z[sr, sa] for active hydrodynamics respects
the KMS symmetry. However, this symmetry is “spurious” in
the sense that it nontrivially relates a fuel and environment
configuration �F

2 = −�E t , �E
2 = kBTEt to another config-

uration �F
2 = −�E t − ih̄�E/T0, �E

2 = kBTEt − ih̄�T/T0,
shifted by imaginary terms that are nonzero in the presence
of activity.

4. Second law of thermodynamics

In this Appendix, we discuss how the local second law
of thermodynamics emerges from the SK formalism and, in
particular, how the derivation gets modified in the presence
of activity. The derivation presented here differs slightly from
the one given originally in Ref. [65], but essentially follows
the same line of reasoning. Comparing the a-type time trans-
lations in Eq. (17) against the KMS transformations Eqs. (13)
and (15), we make a crucial observation that the inhomoge-
neous shift piece in the KMS transformations of sa and �F

a can
be undone by an imaginary a-type time translation with χ t

a =
−iβ0. This does not apply to our environment field �E

a , due to
the additional “i” term in the active KMS transformation. Let
us denote the combined transformation of the noise dynamical
fields under KMS and this imaginary a-type time transla-
tion as ψa → �(ψa + igr ) = �(Xμ

a + iβμ, ϕa + i£βϕr ). The
SK Lagrangian, L = ∫

dd x L(ψ,ψa, sr, sa), is invariant un-
der this combined transformation, up to a total derivative term,
leading to

�L(�ψ,�(ψa + igr ),�sr,�sa)|�E
a →�E

a −i

= L(ψ,ψa, sr, sa) + i∂tN t (ψ, sr ) + i∂iN i(ψ, sr ).

(B34)

Note that repeating the KMS symmetry takes L back to itself,
meaning that N t , N i do not contain any a-type noise fields
and have time-reversal eigenvalue +1, −1. Also, note that the
total-derivative terms need to be imaginary to preserve L† =
−L from Eq. (18).

Since Eq. (B34) is valid for any field arguments, we can
evaluate it at �E

a �→ �E
a + i and ψa �→ ψa − igr , and use the

second condition in Eq. (18), to find

Im [�L(�ψ,�ψa,�sr,�sa)]

= Im
[
L(ψ,ψa−igr, sr, sa)

∣∣
�E

a →�E
a +i + i∂tN t (ψ, sr ) + i∂iN i(ψ, sr )

]
= 1

2 Im
[
L(ψ,ψa−igr, sr, sa)

∣∣
�E

a →�E
a +i − L∗(ψ,ψa+igr, sr, sa)

∣∣
�E

a →�E
a −i

] + ∂tN t (ψ, sr ) + ∂iN i(ψ, sr )

= 1
2 Im

[
L(ψ,ψa−igr, sr, sa)

∣∣
�E

a →�E
a +i + L(ψ,−ψa−igr, sr,−sa)

∣∣
�E

a →�E
a −i

] + ∂tN t (ψ, sr ) + ∂iN i(ψ, sr ). (B35)

Note that the expression in the first line is merely the time-reversed Im L evaluated on time-reversed field arguments. The
third condition in Eq. (18) requires Im L to be nonnegative for all possible field configurations, so this expression must also be
nonnegative. As for the last line in Eq. (B35), we can set sa,�

F
a �→ 0 and Taylor expand the two L terms in their remaining

a-type arguments ψa ± igr and �E
a ± i. The 0th order pieces in these expansions vanish due to the first condition in Eq. (18),

i.e., L vanishes when all a-type arguments are turned off. The first-order pieces are quite important, but they turn out to be
independent of ψa and �E

a , taking the form

1

2
Im [. . .](1st order) = 1

2
Im

[
(ψa − igr )

δL
δψa

+ (
�E

a + i
) δL
δ�E

a

+ (−ψa − igr )
δL
δψa

+ (−�E
a + i

) δL
δ�E

a

]
+ ∂tN t

(1) + ∂iN i
(1)

= −gr
δL
δψa

+ δL
δ�E

a

+ ∂tN t
(1) + ∂iN i

(1) = �rE + ∂tN t
(1) + ∂iN i

(1), (B36)
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where we have identified possible total-derivative terms left
over after integration-by-parts. In the last line, we have used
the classical equations of motion δL/δψa = 0, and identi-
fied �rE = δL/δ�E

a . This is how rE makes its way into the
second law statement. The fields ψa and �E

a appear first in
the second-order pieces. Denoting O(ψm

a , (�E
a )n) terms in the

Lagrangian as L ∼ (−i)m+n+1L(m,n)ψ
m
a (��E

a )n, where L(m,n)

may be a differential operator, we have
1
2 Im [. . .](2nd order) = 1

2L(2,0)
(
ψ2

a − g2
r

)
+ �L(1,1)

(
ψa�

E
a + gr × 1

)
+ 1

2�
2L(0,2)

((
�E

a

)2 − 1 × 1
)
. (B37)

Similarly, we can find kth-order terms as

1

2
Im [. . .](kth order) =

k∑
m=0

1

m!(k − m)!
L(m,k−m)Im

× (
(−i)k+1(ψa − igr )m

(
��E

a + i�
)k−m)

.

(B38)

If we assume Gaussian noise, meaning that the Lagrangian
is at most quadratic in noise fields, then the expansion ends
at the second order. In this case, we may evaluate Eq. (B35)
at sa,�

F
a �→ 0, ψa �→ gr , and �E

a �→ −1, which kills the
second-order contributions from Eq. (B37), and we arrive at
the desired statement of the second law of thermodynamics,

∂t s
t + ∂is

i + �kBrE = � � 0, (B39)

with
1

kB
st = N t + N t

(1),
1

kB
si = N i + N i

(1),

1

kB
� = Im [�L(�ψ,�gr,�sr, {0, 0,−�})] � 0. (B40)

This argument also works in the presence of non-Gaussian
noise, but we need to find the appropriate substitution values
for ψa and �E

a that sets the second- and higher-order terms
in Eq. (B38) to zero, possibly up to total-derivative terms that
correct the entropy density and flux. In practice, we can solve
for ψa and �E

a order-by-order in derivatives. Typically, the
potential corrections from the kth-order terms only affect the
constitutive relations at O(∂k−1)|k>2, and thus we can safely
ignore these for our purposes. A more comprehensive nonper-
turbative derivation of the second law from the SK formalism
can be found in Ref. [65].

5. Microscopic reversibility

In this Appendix, we give the details of the derivation of
microscopic reversibility in Eq. (22) from the SK path inte-
gral. The conditional probability distribution for the system to
traverse the time-reversed path �ψ (t ) = η�ψ (�t ), given that
it starts at �ψ (ti ) = η�ψf, in the presence of time-reversed
background sources η�sr,a(−t ), is given by the path integral

P�(�ψ |η�ψf, ti )

= 1

N

∫
Dψa exp

(
i
∫ tf

ti

dt L(�ψ,�ψa,�sr,�sa)

)
.

(B41)

To relate this to the probability distribution of the forward
path, let us consider the following manipulations of the SK
path integral∫

Dψa exp

[
i
∫ tf

ti

dt L(�ψ,�ψa;�sr,� ŝa)

]

=
∫

Dψa exp

[
i
∫ tf

ti

dt L(�ψ,�ψ̂a;�sr,�ŝa)

]

=
∫

Dψa exp

[
i
∫ tf

ti

dt �(L(ψ,ψa; sr, sa)

+ β0∂t	(ψ, sr ))

]

= eβ0�	

∫
Dψa exp

[
i
∫ tf

ti

dt L(ψ,ψa; sr, sa)

]
. (B42)

In the first step, we have changed the path integration vari-
ables, ψa → ψ̂a, which is legal provided that ψ̂a(ti,f ) = 0.
The precise physical interpretation of this, of course, depends
on the model under consideration and the KMS transforma-
tion properties of the ψa fields. In hydrodynamic models,
this typically means that the initial and final states are at
the same temperature and chemical potentials, see Eq. (30),
and β0 is equal to the initial/final inverse temperature. In
the second step, we have used the KMS symmetry of the
Lagrangian, while in the final step we have performed the
coordinate relabeling t → −t + ti + tf . We have almost ar-
rived at a relation between the original and time-reversed
path probabilities, except that the path integrals in the first
and last lines are evaluated at different values of the noise
sources. To bring them in the same form, consider evaluating
Eq. (B42) at sa �→ sa − iβ0∂t sr , �F

a �→ �F
a − iβ0∂t�

F
r , and

�E
a �→ �E

a − iβ0∂t�
E
r + i. This converts the noise sources in

the first line to just �sa, while those in the last line will get
shifted as∫

Dψa exp

[
i
∫ tf

ti

dt L(�ψ,�ψa;�sr,�sa)

]

= eβ0�	

∫
Dψa exp

[
i
∫ tf

ti

dt L(ψ,ψa; sr, sa + iβ0wr )

]

= eβ0�	 exp

[
β0

∫ tf

ti

dt dd x wr · iδ

δsa

]

×
∫

Dψa exp

[
i
∫ tf

ti

dt L(ψ,ψa; sr, sa)

]
, (B43)

where we have introduced the notation wr =
−(∂t sr, ∂t�

E
r , ∂t�

E
r − kBT0). In the second step, we have

represented the shifts in the a-type sources as Taylor series
expansion in variational derivatives. Note that the a-type
sources couple to the respective operators O = (O, �rF, �rE),
so we can replace the variational derivatives with the
appropriate operators insertions, leading to∫

Dψa exp

[
i
∫ tf

ti

dt L
(
�ψ,�ψa;�sr,�sa

)]

= eβ0�	

〈
exp

[
−β0

∫
dt dd x O · wr

]〉
ψ
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×
∫

Dψa exp

[
i
∫ tf

ti

dt L(ψ,ψa; sr, sa)

]

= eβ0�	−β0Wψ

∫
Dψa exp

[
i
∫ tf

ti

dt L(ψ,ψa; sr, sa)

]
.

(B44)

The notation 〈. . .〉ψ denotes that the averaging is only done
over ψa fields for fixed ψ . This yields the microscopic re-
versibility relation in Eq. (22). Furthermore, by integrating
Eq. (B44) over all paths

∫ ψf

ψi
Dψ , we recover the active de-

tailed balance relation in Eq. (25).
Instead of integrating over all paths, let us only integrate

Eq. (B44) over the paths and final states that require a fixed
amount of work, Wψ = W0, averaged over all the initial states
drawn from the free-energy distribution

w(ψ, t ) = exp(β0F (t ) − β0	(ψ, t )),

F (t ) = −1

β0
log

∫
dψ exp(−β0	(ψ, t )). (B45)

This recovers Crook’s fluctuation theorem for nonequilibrium
processes [55]

P�[−W0]

P[W0]
= exp (β0�F − β0W0), (B46)

where �F = F (tf ) − F (ti ) and P[W0] is the total probability
of the forward trajectories that require work W0, given by

P(W0) =
∫

dψidψf w(ψi, ti ) δ(Wψ − W0) P(ψ |ψi, ti ).

(B47)

Last, we can integrate Eq. (B46) over all W0 to obtain the
Jarzynski equality [122,123], relating the average work done
during a process to the differential of total free energy

〈exp(−β0W )〉 = exp(−β0�F ), (B48)

where the averaging is understood over all processes and all
final states drawn from the w(ψi, ti ) distribution. This equality
can also be obtained directly from the active detailed balance
condition in Eq. (25) by integrating over the initial states from
the w(ψi, ti ) distribution.

APPENDIX C: DETAILS OF SCHWINGER-KELDYSH
EFFECTIVE ACTIONS

In this Appendix, we use the SK formalism from
Appendix B to construct effective action descriptions for var-
ious active systems that appear in the bulk of this paper. In
particular, we discuss active diffusion in Appendix C 1, active
superfluids in Appendix C 2, active fluids in Appendix C 3,
and active nematics in Appendix C 4. As in the main text, we
assume the coupling between the fluid and fuel sectors to be
minimal for simplicity, physically meaning that the fluid only
uses the heat provided by the burning of fuel but does not
back-react on the burning process itself. For concreteness, we
will also choose � = T to set up the KMS symmetry and only
work in the classical limit. For parity-preserving systems, this
is equivalent to the choice � = PT as well.

We will organize the effective field theory in a double
perturbative expansion in small derivatives, controlled by ∂μ,
as well as small activity, controlled by �. For concreteness, we
take � ∼ O(∂ ) and we take the derivative ordering of various
background and dynamical fields as follows:

nμ, hμν,Aμ ∼ O(∂0), naμ, haμν,Aaμ ∼ O(∂1),

�F,E ∼ O(∂−1), �F,E
a ∼ O(∂0),

uμ,T, μ ∼ O(∂0), Xμ
a , ϕa ∼ O(∂0). (C1)

In the presence of spontaneous symmetry breaking, we will
also need to choose a derivative ordering for the associated
order parameters and Goldstone fields, which we will address
when we get there. We will ignore O(∂3) and higher-order
terms in the SK effective action. In terms of the constitutive
relations, this means that we will ignore O(∂2) and higher
contributions to the conserved currents and rate operators.

1. Active diffusion

Let us start with a simple toy model of active diffusion
without conserved momentum, where the only relevant in-
gredients are the energy and charge conservation. We take
the momentum sector to be trivial by setting ui = 0, X i

a =
0, hμν = ((0, 0), (0, δi j )), and haμν = 0. This further implies
vμ = (1/nt , 0) and hμν = ((nknk/n2

t ,−n j/nt ), (−ni/nt , δ
i j )).

The relevant conservation equations are

∂μ(ntε
μ) = F n

tμε
μ − Ftμ jμ−�rE∂t�

E − �rF∂t�
F,

∂μ(nt jμ) = 0, (C2)

which generalize Eq. (27) in the presence of nμ. Note that√
γ = nt and

∫
x = ∫

dt dd x nt when hμν is flat.
Truncating the effective theory to at most quadratic order

in a-type fields, and assuming minimal coupling to the fuel
sector, we can write down a simple effective Lagrangian for
active diffusion

L = − ε uμNaμ + n uμBaμ + ikBT

⎛
⎜⎝

−Naμ

Baμ

βE�
E
a

⎞
⎟⎠

ᵀ

×

⎛
⎜⎝

T κhμν σ×hμν 0

σ×hνμ σhμν 0

0 0 γE/β
2
E

⎞
⎟⎠

×

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

−N̂aμ

B̂aμ

βE�̂
E
a

⎞
⎟⎟⎠+ikBT γF �F

a �̂
F
a , (C3)

where βE = 1/(kBTE). We have introduced the energy density
ε, charge density n, thermal conductivity κ , charge conductiv-
ity σ , thermoelectric conductivity σ×, and active coefficients
γE,F. All coefficients appearing here are functions of T and μ.

The action (C3) is manifestly invariant under the spacetime
global symmetries and worldvolume gauge symmetries. It
also trivially obeys the first two SK conditions in Eq. (18),
while the third one requires

T κ � σ 2
×/σ, σ � 0, γE,F � 0, (C4)
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which is sufficient to set Im S � 0 order-by-order in deriva-
tives, i.e.,

βIm L =
(

T κ − σ 2
×
σ

)
(Naμ + O(∂3))2

+ σ
(

Baμ − σ×
2σ

Naμ + O(∂3)
)2

+ γE
(
�E

a

)2

+ γF
(
�F

a

)2 � 0. (C5)

The squares of vector objects above are understood appropri-
ately contracted with hμν . The terms in the first line in Eq.
(C3) are KMS-invariant provided that the charge density n and
energy density ε satisfy the thermodynamic relation (48); we
may check that the KMS variation of these terms is given as

−ε uμ i£βNrμ + n uμ i£βBrμ = i(−ε uμ∂μβ + n uμ∂μ(βμ))

= i

nt
∂t (βp), (C6)

which drops out from the effective action as a boundary term.
The classical constitutive relations may be obtained by

varying the effective action with respect to the associated
a-type background fields and setting all the a-type fields to
zero. We find

εμ = ε uμ − T κ Vμ
ε − σ×Vμ

n ,

jμ = n uμ − σ Vμ
n − σ×Vμ

ε ,

rE = γE�kB�T ,

rF = γF��E , (C7)

where we have introduced the notation

Vnμ = T ∂μ
μ

T
− Fμνuν, Vεμ = 1

T
∂μT + F n

μνuν . (C8)

Turning off F n
μν and σ×, we recover the “fluid part” of the

constitutive relations presented in Eq. (49). The “superfluid
part” will be discussed in Appendix C 2.

2. Active superfluids

SK effective action. To model an active superfluid, we need
to introduce the associated order parameter for each SK space-
time, i.e., a pair of complex scalar fields Φ1,2(σ ). We take
these to transform under the worldvolume U(1) symmetry, i.e.,
Φ1,2 → e−iλΦ1,2. In the physical spacetime formulation, the
associated average-difference basis can be used to define

�r,a = eiϕr Φr,a + O(h̄), (C9)

which we met in Sec. III. These derived fields are invariant
under the worldvolume U(1) symmetry but instead transform
under the diagonal part of the spacetime U(1) symmetry. The
action of KMS is defined as

Φ1(σ )
KMS−−→ �Φ∗

1(σ ), Φ2(σ )
KMS−−→ �Φ∗

2(σ + ih̄ �β),

Φ∗
1(σ )

KMS−−→ �Φ1(σ ), Φ∗
2(σ )

KMS−−→ �Φ2(σ + ih̄ �β),

(C10)

with the time-reversal eigenvalues +1. In the classical limit,
this leads to

�r
KMS−−→ ��†

r + O(h̄),

�a → −��̂†
a ≡ �(�∗

a + iβμDμ�
∗
r − βμ�∗

r ) + O(h̄),

�†
r

KMS−−→ ��r + O(h̄),

�†
a → −��̂a ≡ −�(�a + iβμDμ�r + βμ�r ) + O(h̄),

(C11)

where the dagger operation has been defined in Eq. (19) and is
composed of a complex conjugation together with a sign-flip
of the a-type fields. We shall identify �r with �.

The derivative counting for the order parameter is a bit
subtle. To begin with, we take � ∼ O(∂0), �a ∼ O(∂1).
However, the U(1) phase of � is a massless Goldstone mode
whose spacetime derivatives need not be small, so we take
Im (�∗Dμ�) ∼ O(∂0) but keep Re (�∗Dμ�) ∼ O(∂1). Last,
since Im (�∗uμDμ�) = μ|�|2 + . . . due the Josephson equa-
tion (43), we will take the difference (uμDμ − iμ)� ∼ O(∂1),
which also ensures that �̂a ∼ O(∂1) in Eq. (C11).

Using the new ingredients outlined above, the SK effective
Lagrangian for an active superfluid can be constructed by
generalizing Eq. (C3) as

L = −(
ε uμ − f�#μ

ε

)
Naμ + (n uμ − f�#μ)Baμ − 2 f�Re [Dμ�∗Dμ�a] − 2

∂V

∂|�|2 Re[�∗�a]

+ ikBT Vᵀ
a

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

T κμν σ
μν
× −λεE f�#μ

ε −σ�λεφDμ�∗ −σ�λεφDμ�

σ
νμ
× σμν −λnE f�#μ −σ�λnφDμ�∗ −σ�λnφDμ�

λεE f�#μ
ε λnE f�#μ γE/β

2
E aE�

∗ aE�

σ�λεφDν�∗ σ�λnφDν�∗ −aE�
∗ 0 σ�

σ�λεφDν� σ�λnφDν� −aE� σ� 0

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠
V̂a + ikBT γF�

F
a �̂

F
a , (C12)
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where for compactness we have identified #μ = 2Im [�∗Dμ�], #μ
ε = 2Re [uλDλ�

∗Dμ�]. The vector Va given by

Va =

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

−Naμ

Baμ

βE�
E
a

�a − iγεφDμ�Naμ + iγnφDμ�Baμ+iβEμλφE��E
a

−�†
a + iγεφDμ�∗Naμ − iγnφDμ�∗Baμ−iβEμλφE�

∗�E
a

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠
, (C13)

and the hatted version V̂a is given as usual by converting all
the a-type fields with their hatted versions. The Lagrangian
has been designed to identically satisfy the first two conditions
in Eq. (18), as well as the KMS-symmetry. In particular, using
the thermodynamic relation in Eq. (38), whereby Di�∗Di�

is replaced with the covariant version hμνDμ�
∗Dν�, we can

verify that the KMS variation of the terms in the first two lines
add up to a total derivative

− (
ε uμ − f�#μ

ε

)
i£βNrμ + (n uμ − f�#μ)i£βBrμ

− 2i f�Re [Dμ�∗Dμ(βμDμ� − iβμ�)]

− 2i
∂V

∂|�|2 Re [�∗(βμDμ� − iβμ�)]

= −i

(
T ε£β

1

T
− T n£β

μ

T
+ f�£β (Dμ�∗Dμ�)

+ ∂V

∂|�|2 £β |�|2
)

= − i

nt
∂t (βF ). (C14)

Note that some entries in the coefficient matrix in Eq. (C12)
are antisymmetric because of the time-reversal transformation
contained within the KMS transformation. We have chosen to
represent the possible symmetric cross-couplings between the
Goldstone and other sectors in the definition of Va instead,
which will turn out to be convenient later. The thermal/charge
conductivity matrices are allowed to admit anisotropic pieces
for a superfluid, e.g.,

σμν = σ hμν + σanisD
(μ�∗Dν)�, (C15)

and similarly for κμν and σ
μν
× . The nonnegativity of the imag-

inary part of L imposes(
T κμν σ

μν
×

σ
νμ
× σμν

)
� 0, σ� � 0, γE,F � 0 , (C16)

which upgrades the inequality constraints in Eq. (C4). The
nonnegativity of a symmetric matrix means that all its eigen-
values are nonnegative.

Equations of motion and constitutive relations. The equa-
tion of motion for the order parameter arising from this model
takes the form

uμDμ� = 1

σ�

(H�−ℵaE� ) + iλφμ� − (λεφ + iγεφ )

× Vμ
ε Dμ� − (λnφ + iγnφ )Vμ

n Dμ�

= iλφμ� − i
(
γnφVμ

n + γεφVμ
ε

)
Dμ� + 1

σ�

S�,

(C17)

where ℵ = (T − TE)/TE and we have introduced the notation

H� = D′
μ( f�Dμ�) − ∂V

∂|�|2 �, λφ = 1+ℵλφE,

S� = H�−ℵaE� − σ�Dμ�(λεφVεμ + λnφVnμ). (C18)

More discussion can be found in Sec. III C. The constitutive
relations are given by

εμ = ε uμ − λε f�#μ
ε − T κμνVεν − σ

μν
× Vnν

+ λεφRe [S�Dμ�∗] − γεφIm [H�Dμ�∗],

jμ = n uμ − λn f�#μ − σμνVnν − σ
μν
× Vεν

+ λnφRe [S�Dμ�∗] − γnφIm [H�Dμ�∗],

rE = �γEkB�T − βEλεE f�#μ
ε Vεμ − βEλnE f�#μVnμ

− βEaE

σ�

Re [S��∗] − βEμλφEIm [H��∗],

rF = �γF�E , (C19)

where we have identified

λε = 1+ℵλεE, λn = 1+ℵλnE. (C20)

Integrating out the order parameter. It is instructive to
integrate out the magnitude of the order parameter and express
the theory exclusively in terms of the Goldstone φ identified
via � = |�|eiφ . The equation of motion for the magnitude is
given as

uμ∂μ|�| = − 1

σ�

(
∂V

∂|�|2 + f�ξμξμ+ℵaE

)
|�|

+ γnφξ
μVnμ|�| + γεφξ

μVεμ|�| + O(∂2),
(C21)

where ξμ = ∂μφ + Aμ. Assuming that |�| = �0 is the zero
of ∂V/∂|�|2 + f�ξμξμ+ℵaE, we can solve this equation at
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leading order in derivatives to find

∂V

∂|�|2 + f�ξμξμ = σ�gεξ
μVεμ + σ�gnξ

μVnμ + 1

2�2
0

gξ∇′
μ

(
�2

0 f�ξμ
)−ℵaE + O(∂2)

⇒ |�| = �0 + 1

2�0

σ�gεξ
μVεμ + σ�gnξ

μVnμ + 1
2�2

0
gξ∇′

μ

(
�2

0 f�ξμ
)−ℵaE

V ′′(�2
0

) + f ′
�

(
�2

0

)
ξμξμ

+ O(∂2), (C22)

where we have used the definitions in Eq. (44) and treated �0 as a function of s, n, and ξ 2 = ξμξμ (as opposed to T , μ, and ξ 2)
to define

gε = γεφ − 2μ
∂ ln �0

∂ξ 2
, gn = γnφ − 2

∂ ln �0

∂ξ 2
, gξ = −2�2

0σ�

∂ ln �0

∂n
. (C23)

After |�| has been integrated out, these parameters renormalise various thermodynamic variables and transport coefficients in
the low-energy description as

T |ren = T + ∂�2
0

∂s

(
σ�gεξ

μVεμ + σ�gnξ
μVnμ + 1

2�2
0

gξ∇′
μ

(
�2

0 f�ξμ
)−ℵaE

)
,

μ|ren = μ + ∂�2
0

∂n

(
σ�gεξ

μVεμ + σ�gnξ
μVnμ + 1

2�2
0

gξ∇′
μ

(
�2

0 f�ξμ
)−ℵaE

)
,

fs|ren = �2
0 f� + 2

∂�2
0

∂ξ 2

(
σ�gεξ

μVεμ + σ�gnξ
μVnμ + 1

2�2
0

gξ∇′
μ

(
�2

0 f�ξμ
)−ℵaE

)
,

κμν |ren = κμν + 2

T
�2

0σ�

(gε + λεφgξ )2

1 + g2
ξ

ξμξν,

σμν |ren = σμν + 2�2
0σ�

(gn + λnφgξ )2

1 + g2
ξ

ξμξν,

σ
μν
× |ren = σ

μν
× + 2�2

0σ�

(gε + λεφgξ )(gn + λnφgξ )

1 + g2
ξ

ξμξν,

σφ|ren = 2�2
0σ�

1 + g2
ξ

, λεφ

∣∣
ren = λεφ − gεgξ , λnφ

∣∣
ren = λnφ − gngξ ,

λφE|ren = λφE − aEgξ

μσ�

, λεE
∣∣
ren = λεE − aEgε

μ f�
, λnE

∣∣
ren = λnE − aEgn

f�
. (C24)

Eliminating |�| using Eq. (C22) and performing the renormalizations in Eq. (C24), we can obtain the Josephson equation for
the Goldstone phase

uμξμ = λφμ + 1

σφ

∇′
μ( fsξ

μ) − λεφξ
μVεμ − λnφξ

μVnμ + O(∂2) ≡ λφμ + 1

σφ

Sφ. (C25)

We have dropped the renormalization labels “ren” for clarity. Similarly, we find the constitutive relations

εμ = ε uμ − λε fsu
νξνξ

μ − T κμνVεν − σ
μν
× Vnν + λεφξ

μSφ + O(∂2),

jμ = n uμ − λn fsξ
μ − σμνVnν − σ

μν
× Vεν + λnφξ

μSφ + O(∂2),

rE = �γEkB�T − βEλεE fsu
νξνξ

μVεμ − βEλnE fsξ
μVnμ − βEμλφE∂μ( fsξ

μ) + O(∂2),

rF = �γF�E . (C26)

Goldstone effective action. If we are interested in the low-energy description of the superfluid phase sufficiently far away
from the critical point, instead of introducing the pair of order parameters Φ1,2(σ ), we may directly introduce the phase fields
Φ1,2(σ ) on the SK worldvolume, transforming under the worldvolume U(1) symmetry as Φ1,2 → Φ1,2 − λ. These can be used
to define the physical spacetime fields

φr = ϕr + Φr + O(h̄), φa = Φa + O(h̄), (C27)

where φr shifts under the diagonal U(1) spacetime symmetry while φa is entirely invariant. The KMS transformation is defined
simply as

Φ1(σ )
KMS−−→ �Φ1(σ ), Φ2(σ )

KMS−−→ �Φ2(σ + ih̄ �β), (C28)
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with time-reversal eigenvalues −1. In the classical limit, this gives

φr
KMS−−→ �φr + O(h̄), φa

KMS−−→ �φ̂a ≡ �
(
φa + iβμξμ − iβμ

) + O(h̄). (C29)

We can write down the low-energy effective action as

L = − (ε uμ − fsu
νξνξ

μ)Naμ + (n uμ − fsξ
μ)Baμ − fsξ

μ∂μφa + ikBT

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

−Naμ

Baμ

βE�
E
a

φa+βEμE�
E
a

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

ᵀ

×

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

T κμν σ
μν
× −λεE fsuλξλξ

μ −σφλεφξ
μ

σ
νμ
× σμν −λnE fsξ

μ −σφλnφξ
μ

λεE fsuλξλξ
ν λnE fsξ

ν γE/β
2
E 0

σφλεφξ
ν σφλnφξ

ν 0 σφ

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

−N̂aμ

B̂aμ

βE�̂
E
a

φ̂a+βEμE�̂
E
a

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠ + ikBT γF �F

a �̂
F
a , (C30)

which is much simpler than the one in Eq. (C12) and gives rise to Eq. (47) in the main text.

3. Active fluids

We now construct the SK effective action for active Galilean hydrodynamics including momentum conservation; the relevant
discussion for passive Galilean hydrodynamics can be found in Ref. [83]. Truncating the effective theory to at most quadratic
order in a-type fields, we can write down a simple effective action for active Galilean hydrodynamics

S =
∫

x
−ε uμNaμ + 1

2
(ρ uμuν + p hμν )Haμν + ikBT

⎛
⎜⎝

−Naμ

1
2Haμν

βE�
E
a

⎞
⎟⎠

ᵀ⎛
⎜⎝

T κhμρ 0 0

0 2η hμ〈ρhσ 〉ν + ζhμνhρσ pEhμν

0 −pEhρσ γE/β
2
E

⎞
⎟⎠

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

−N̂aρ

1
2Ĥaρσ

βE�̂
E
a

⎞
⎟⎟⎠

+ ikBT γF�
F
a �̂

F
a . (C31)

Note that we have used the Milne-invariant quantities Haμν from Eq. (B27). Angular brackets denote a symmetric-traceless
contribution. The effect of activity is slightly more pronounced in this case compared to the simple diffusion model, because of
the pE term that will act as an active correction to pressure.

As with the diffusion model, the action (C31) is consistent with the SK conditions in Eq. (18), provided that we impose the
inequality constraints on the leading-order diagonal dissipative coefficients

κ � 0, η � 0, ζ � 0, σF � 0, σE � 0. (C32)

The thermodynamic terms in the first line in Eq. (C31) are KMS-invariant up to a total derivative term, i.e.,

−ε uμi£βNrμ + (ρ uμuν + p hμν )

(
1

2
i£βHrμν + Nrμi£βBrν − i£βNrμ

(

uν − 1

2
Nrν 
u2

))

= i

(
−T (ε + p)£β

1

T
+ Tρ£β

�

T
+ p√

γ
£β

√
γ

)
= i∇′

μ(pβμ), (C33)

where we have used (the nonnematic versions of) the thermodynamic relations in Eq. (78) with F = −p. The terms in the second
line in Eq. (C31) are manifestly KMS-invariant.

We can vary the effective action (C31) with respect to the a-type background fields to read off the associated constitutive
relations

εμ = (
ε + 1

2ρ
u2
)
uμ + (p + pEℵ)
uμ − T κ Vμ

ε − η σμν 
uν − ζ 
uμ∇′
λuλ,

τμν = ρ 
uμ
uν + (p + pEℵ)hμν − η σμν − ζ hμν∇′
λuλ,

jμ = ρ uμ, πμ = ρ
uμ,

rE = �γEkB�T + βE pE∇′
λuλ,

rF = �γF�E , (C34)

where we have used Vεμ from Eq. (C8) and further identified the fluid shear and vorticity tensors

σμν = 2hσ (μ∇g
σ uν) − 2

d
hμν∇′g

λ uλ = 2hσ (μ∇σ uν) + 2
u(μhν)ρF n
ρσ uσ − 2

d
hμν∇′

λuλ,

ωμν = 2hσ [μ∇g
σ uν] = 2hρ[μhν]σ ∂ρ 
uσ + Fμν − 1

2
Fμν

n 
u2. (C35)
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Note that the shear tensor is Galilean-invariant, as has been
manifested using the Galilean-covariant derivative defined us-
ing the connection in Eq. (B8).

4. Active nematics

To model an active nematic liquid crystal in the SK frame-
work, we need to introduce the doubled order parameters
Q1,2αβ , defined to be purely spatial, i.e., βαQ1,2αβ = 0. These
fields are taken to be invariant under all the global spacetime
symmetries, invariant under worldvolume gauge transforma-
tions, and covariant under worldvolume diffeomorphisms.
The action of KMS symmetry on these fields is defined as

Q1αβ (σ )
KMS−−→ �Q1αβ (σ ),

Q2αβ (σ )
KMS−−→ �Q2αβ (σ + ih̄ �β), (C36)

with time-reversal eigenvalue +1. In the physical spacetime
formulation, the associated average-difference basis can be
used to define the spacetime order parameter and the as-
sociated noise field via Qr,aμν = ∂μσ

α∂νσ
βQrαβ , such that

βμQr,aμν = 0. We can obtain the KMS transformation of these
fields in the classical limit as

Qrμν
KMS−−→ �Qrμν + O(h̄), Qaμν

KMS−−→ �Q̂aμν

≡ �(Qaμν + i£βQrμν ) + O(h̄). (C37)

We shall identify Qrμν with Qμν for the rest of this discussion.
It is also useful to define a shifted noise field

Qaμν = Qaμν − Qρ
(μHaν)ρ + n(μQν)

ρuσHaσρ,

βμQaμν = 0, (C38)

using Haσρ was defined in Eq. (70). This has been used in
Sec. IV.

The nematic order parameter is generally taken to be
traceless. However, it is a bit subtle to implement this as a
constraint in the SK formalism because the traces hαβ

1,2Q1,2αβ

involve the dynamical spacetime fields Xμ through the pull-
back maps and yield highly nontrivial dynamical constraints
to be implemented in the path integral. However, since βα

is a fixed timelike vector, the constraints βαQ1,2αβ = 0 are
linear and can easily be implemented. As it turns out, we
can actually use tr(Qa) = hμνQaμν as a Lagrange multiplier
to set tr(Q) = hμνQμν to zero onshell. To this end, consider
the contribution to the action

Ltr = tr(Q)tr(Qa) + 1
2 tr(Q)2

(
1
2 hμνHaμν + uμNaμ

)
. (C39)

The second term is required so that Eq. (C39) is
KMS-invariant up to a total-derivative boundary term
i
2∇′

μ(βμtr(Q)2)). The equations of motion for tr(Q) and
tr(Qa) mutually set each other to zero onshell, as desired, and
any contribution from Eq. (C39) identically drops out. For the
remainder of this Appendix, we will consider these constraint
to have been implemented and consider both Qμν and Qaμν to
be traceless.

Nematic thermodynamics. Let us take a quick detour to
study nematic thermodynamics in the presence of background
sources, which forms the backbone for the thermodynamic
contributions to the SK effective Lagrangian we saw in
Eq. (75). For simplicity, let us assume that the free-energy
density F only depends on Qμν , its first Galilean-covariant
derivative ∇g

λQμν and the thermodynamic parameters T and
� , mutually contracted using hμν , and does not depend on
any higher-derivatives. Specializing to flat space, an example
of such a free energy is given in Eq. (79). Generally, we may
express the variations of F as

δF = −s δT − ρ δ� + ∂F
∂Qμν

δQμν + ∂F
∂∇g

λQμν

δ∇g
λQμν

+ ∂F
∂hμν

δhμν

= −s δT − ρ δ� + δF
δQμν

δQμν − 2
∂F

∂∇g
λQμν

δ�gρ
λμQρν

+ ∂F
∂hμν

δhμν, (C40)

where we have utilized the Galilean connection introduced
in Eq. (B8). This is a generalization of the thermodynamic
relation in Eq. (78). Since F is a scalar, the variations are not
all independent and satisfy

∂F
∂hμν

= (
hρ

(μhν)σ + 2n(μhν)σvρ
)( ∂F

∂Qτσ

Qτρ + ∂F
∂∇g

λQτσ

∇g
λQτρ + 1

2

∂F
∂∇g

σ Qτλ

∇g
ρQτλ

)
,

and 2
∂F

∂Qσ [ν
Qσ

μ] + 2
∂F

∂∇g
λQσ [ν

∇g
λQσ

μ] + ∇[μ
g Qσλ

∂F
∂∇g

ν]Qσλ

= 0. (C41)

One may check that these identities are satisfied for the variations arising from the free energy specified in Eq. (79). Acting on
Eq. (C40) with £β , we can deduce

− 1√
γ

£β (
√
γ F ) = −ε uμ£βnμ + (ρ uμuν − F hμν )

(
1

2
£βhμν − £βn(μ
uν)

)

+ ∂F
∂∇g

μQτλ

(
uρ∇g

ρQτλ£βnμ + ∇ν
gQτλ

(
1

2
£βhμν − £βn(μ
uν)

))

+ 2
∂F

∂∇g
μQσ [ρ

Qσ
ν]
(∇′g

ρ (£βhμν − 2£βn(μ
uν) ) + hλν∇g
ρuλ£βnμ + 2hλ(ρ∇g

μ)u
λ£βnν

)

−
(

∂F
∂Qμν

+ ∂F
∂∇g

λQμν

∇g
λ

)(
£βQμν − (£βhμρ − 2£βn(μ
uρ) )Q

ρ
ν

)
. (C42)
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In deriving this, we have used the variations of the Galilean-invariant connection

δ�gλ
μν = uλ∇g

μδnν + 1
2 hλρ

(
2∇g

(μ(δhν)ρ − 
uν)δnρ − δnν)
uρ ) − ∇g
ρ (δhμν − 2
u(μδnν) )

)
+ δn(μ

(∇g
ν)u

λ − hλρhν)σ∇g
ρuσ

) + hρ(μ∇g
ν)u

ρhλσ δnσ + (. . .)λμnν + (. . .)λνnμ, (C43)

evaluated at fixed βμ and up to some temporal terms that do not affect our results.
Effective action. The SK effective Lagrangian for an active nematic liquid crystal can be written as

L = −ε uμNaμ + 1

2
(ρ uμuν − F hμν )Haμν −

(
∂F
∂Qμν

+ ∂F
∂∇g

λQμν

∇g
λ

)
Qaμν

+ ∂F
∂∇g

μQτλ

(
uρ∇g

ρQτλNaμ + 1

2
∇ν

gQτλHaμν

)
+ 2

∂F
∂∇g

μQσ [ρ
Qσ

ν]
(∇g

ρHaμν + hλν∇g
ρuλNaμ + 2hλ(ρ∇g

μ)u
λNaν

)

+ ikBT

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

−Naμ

1
2Haμν

Qaμν − 1
2γμν

τλHaτλ

βE�
E
a

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

⎛T
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

T κμρ 0 0 0

0 ημνρσ 0 pEhμν + λEQμν

0 0 σ
μνρσ
Q −aEQμν

0 −pEhρσ − λEQρσ aEQρσ γE/βE

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

−Naρ

1
2Ĥaρσ

Q̂aρσ − 1
2γρσ

τλĤaτλ

βE�̂
E
a

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

+ ikBT γF�
F
a �̂

F
a . (C44)

The first two lines are KMS-invariant up to a boundary term −∇′
μ(Fβμ + (. . .)μ) due to Eq. (C42). The remaining terms

are manifestly KMS-invariant. Here we have introduced the thermal conductivity matrix κμν , viscosity tensor ημνρσ , nematic
conductivity tensor σμνρσ

Q , and the nematic shear coupling tensor γ μνρσ . Note that these may have anisotropic components due
to the nematic order. Assuming the nematic to be uniaxial [124], they take the general form

κμν = κ hμν + κ1Qμν,

ημνρσ =2η hρ〈μhν〉σ + 2η1

(
hρ(μQν)σ + Qρ(μhν)σ − 2

d
(Qμνhρσ + hμνQρσ )

)
+ η2QμνQρσ + ζ hμνhρσ + ζ1(Qμνhρσ + hμνQρσ ),

σ
μνρσ
Q = σQ hρ〈μhν〉σ + σQ,1

(
hρ(μQν)σ + Qρ(μhν)σ − 2

d
(Qμνhρσ + hμνQρσ )

)
+ σQ,2QμνQρσ ,

γ μνρσ = γ1hρ〈μhν〉σ + γ2

(
hρ(μQν)σ + Qρ(μhν)σ − 2

d
(Qμνhρσ + hμνQρσ )

)
+ γ3QμνQρσ + γ4Qμνhρσ . (C45)

The coefficients κ1, η1, η2, ζ1, σQ,1, and σQ,2 may be un-
derstood as anisotropic viscosities and conductivities in the
nematic phase. Whereas, γ1, γ2, γ3 are the nematic tumbling
parameters that characterise the coupling of Qμν to the fluid
shear tensor σμν , while γ4 to the fluid expansion ∇′

μuμ. A
kinetic theory computation for 3D incompressible nematics
predicts 3γ1/2 = γ2 = −γ3/2 ≡ ξ [9,84,103]. In the active
sector, we have introduced new coefficients λE, aE, and γE that
will play similar roles to their namesakes from the superfluid
model.

Constitutive relations. The equation of motion for the ne-
matic order-parameter reads

uλ∇g
λQμν = �

μνρσ
Q (Hρσ−ℵaEQρσ ) + Sμνρσ hσλ∇g

ρuλ,

(C46)

where we have defined

Hμν = − δF
δQμν

+ 1

d
hμν

× (hρσ −2nμ
uν + nμnν 
u2)
δF
δQμν

,

�
μνρσ
Q σ

Q
λτρσ = h〈μ

λ hν〉
τ ,

Sμνρσ = γ μνρσ + Qρ(μhν)σ − Qσ (μhν)ρ. (C47)

Similarly, we can obtain the constitutive relations for an active
nematic liquid crystal

εμ =
(
ε + 1

2
ρ
u2

)
uμ − (F−ℵ pE)
uμ+ℵλEQμν 
uν

− T κ Vμ
ε − ημνρσ 
uνhσλ∇g

ρuλ + SρσμνHρσ 
uν

− ∂F
∂∇g

μQτλ

vν∇g
νQτλ − ∇′g

ρ (X [ρμ]νuσ )hνσ ,

τμν = ρ 
uμ
uν − (F hμν−ℵ pEhμν − ℵλEQμν )

− ημνρσ hσλ∇g
ρuλ + SρσμνHρσ + ∂F

∂∇g
μQρσ

∇ν
gQρσ

− ∇′g
ρ X [ρμ]ν,

jμ = ρ uμ, πμ = ρ
uμ,

rE = �γE�EE + βE pE∇g
μuμ + βEλEQμνhμλ∇g

νuλ

− βEaE�
μνρσ
Q Qμν (Hρσ − ℵaEQρσ ),

rF = �γF�E , (C48)
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where we have used the identities in Eq. (C41) and defined

X [ρμ]ν = 2
∂F

∂∇g
[μQρ]σ

Qσ
ν + 2Qσ

[μ ∂F
∂∇g

ρ]Qσν

+ 2
∂F

∂∇g
νQσ [ρ

Qσ
μ]. (C49)

One may verify that the stress tensor τμν in Eq. (C48) is
symmetric, but we have cast it in the canonical form by
isolating a total-derivative improvement term ∇′g

ρ X [ρμ]ν that
identically drops out from the conservation equations in flat
spacetime. The remaining “canonical” stress tensor is asym-
metric [9,125]. Similarly, the last term in the energy current εμ

drops out from the conservation equations in flat spacetime.
Around a uniaxial nematic state, we can parametrize the

fluctuations of the order parameter as

Qμν = QS

(
pμpν − 1

d
hμν

)
+ Qμν

T , (C50)

where 
p2 ≡ pμpμ = 1, pμQμν

⊥ = hμνQμν

⊥ = 0. The QS and
Qμν

T components of the order parameter are gapped and can
be integrated out setting them to Q0 and 0, respectively. This
leaves us with an equation of motion for the director pμ that
takes the form

uλ∇g
λpμ = − 1

σp

δF
δpμ

+ ( p̄μ[σ pρ] + γ p̄μ(σ pρ) )hσλ∇g
ρuλ,

(C51)

where p̄μν = hμν − pμpν , and we have identified

σp = 4Q2
0

d − 1
pμpρ p̄νσ σ

μνρσ
Q = 2Q2

0σQ + 2Q3
0

d − 2

d
σQ,1,

γ = 2/Q0

d − 1
pμpρ p̄νσ γ

μνρσ = 1

Q0
γ1 + d − 2

d
γ2. (C52)

Director theory. Following cue from our superfluid discus-
sion, we can also write down a SK description for the nematic
director directly. To this end, we introduce the doubled spa-
tial director fields p1,2α , satisfying βαp1,2α = 0, transforming
under the KMS symmetry as

p1α (σ )
KMS−−→ �p1α (σ ), p2α (σ )

KMS−−→ �p2α (σ + ih̄ �β),

(C53)

with time-reversal eigenvalue +1. The director and its noise
partner on the physical spacetime are defined as pr,aμ =
∂σα

∂xμ pr,aα , such that βμpr,aμ = 0, with the KMS transformation
in the classical limit

prμ
KMS−−→ �prμ + O(h̄),

paμ
KMS−−→ � p̂aμ ≡ �(paμ + i£β prμ) + O(h̄). (C54)

Furthermore, it is useful to define the shifted noise director
given by

paμ = paμ − 1
2Haμν pν + 1

2 nμuσHaσν pν, βμpaμ = 0,
(C55)

To impose the normalization of pμ, we can introduce the Lagrange multiplier terms similar to Eq. (C39), i.e.,

Lnorm = (pμpμ − 1)(pν paν ) + 1
4 (pμpμ − 1)2( 1

2 hμνHaμν + uμNaμ
)
, (C56)

which are KMS-invariant, and set pμpμ = 1 and pμpaμ = 0 onshell.
An argument similar to that employed for Eq. (C42) can be used to show

− 1√
γ

£β (
√
γ F ) = −ε uμ£βnμ + (ρ uμuν − F hμν )

(
1

2
£βhμν − £βn(μ
uν)

)

+ ∂F
∂∇g

μpλ

(
uρ∇g

ρ pλ£βnμ + ∇ν
g pλ

(
1

2
£βhμν − £βn(μ
uν)

))

+ ∂F
∂∇g

μp[ρ
pν](∇′g

ρ (£βhμν − 2£βn(μ
uν) ) + hλν∇g
ρuλ£βnμ + 2hλ(ρ∇g

μ)u
λ£βnν

)

−
(

∂F
∂ pμ

+ ∂F
∂∇g

λpμ

∇g
λ

)(
£β pμ − 1

2
£βhμρ pρ + £βn(μ
uρ) pρ

)
, (C57)

for a free-energy density F that only depends on T , � , pμ, ∇g
λpμ, and hμν . This allows one to immediately write down the

effective action

L = −ε uμNaμ + 1

2
(ρ uμuν − F hμν )Haμν −

(
∂F
∂ pμ

+ ∂F
∂∇g

λpμ

∇g
λ

)
paμ

+ ∂F
∂∇g

μpλ

(
uρ∇g

ρ pλNaμ + 1

2
∇ν

g pλHaμν

)
+ ∂F

∂∇g
μp[ρ

pν]
(∇g

ρHaμν + hλν∇g
ρuλNaμ + 2hλ(ρ∇g

μ)u
λNaν

)
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+ ikBT

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

−Naμ

1
2Haμν

paμ − 1
2γ p̄λ

μpτHaτλ

βE�
E
a

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

⎛T
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

T κμρ 0 0 0

0 ημνρσ 0 pEhμν + λE p〈μpν〉

0 0 σp p̄μρ 0

0 −pEhρσ − λE p〈ρ pσ 〉 0 γE/βE

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

−Naρ

1
2Ĥaρσ

p̂aρ − 1
2γ p̄λ

ρ pτ Ĥaτλ

βE�̂
E
a

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

+ ikBT γF�
F
a �̂

F
a , (C58)

yielding Eq. (86) in the main text.

APPENDIX D: GLOSSARY OF NOTATION

For accessibility, in this Appendix we provide a comprehensive glossary of symbols and notation employed in the main text,
as well as the Appendixes.

Glossary I: General notation.

(xμ) = (t, xi ) Time and space coordinates
(∂μ) = (∂t , ∂i ) Time and space derivatives
σα Worldvolume coordinates in SK-EFT
ω, ki Frequency and wavevector of linearized fluctuations
T0, β0 = 1/(kBT0 ) Equilibrium/steady-state temperature and inverse temperature (kB: Boltzmann constant)

O Stochastic operators
GS

OO′ Symmetric correlation functions (stochastic variances)
GR

OO′ Retarded correlation functions (linear response functions)

L, L, Z SK-EFT Lagrangian, Lagrangian density, and generating functional
ψ,ψa Dynamical fields in SK-EFT
sr,a Doubled background fields coupled to O
sr,a Collective notation including fuel and environment background fields (sr,a, ��

F
r,a, ��

E
r,a )

fr Average of SK doubled fields ( f1 + f2)/2
fa Difference of SK doubled fields ( f1 − f2)/h̄ (h̄: reduced Planck’s constant)
f̂a KMS transform of fa
KMS−−→ KMS transformation operation ( fr

KMS−−→ η� fr , fa
KMS−−→ η� f̂a)

η� Time-reversal eigenvalue

(. . .)∗ Complex-conjugation
(. . .)† ≡ (. . .)∗| fa→− fa SK-unitarity-conjugation

ψ The state of field ψ at some fixed time
P(ψ |ψi, ti ) Probability of traversing a path in phase space [Eq. (20)]
P(ψf, tf|ψi, ti ) Total transition probability [Eq. (21)]
Wψ , W Work done along a path [Eq. (23)] and average external work [Eq. (26)]
	, F Grand canonical free energy and free-energy density
�	 Free-energy differential during a transition
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Glossary II: Conserved currents and background fields.

ε, εi εμ Energy density and flux
πi, τ i j πμ, τμν Momentum density and stress tensor (πμvμ = τμνnν = 0)
n, ji jμ Particle number/charge density and flux
ρ = n, π i = ji ρμ = jμ Mass density and flux for Galilean fluids (ρμhμν = πν)
s, si sμ Entropy density and flux

nt , ni ≡ nrt , nri nμ ≡ nrμ Background clock-field coupled to ε, εi

vi, hi j ≡ vi
r, hri j hμν ≡ hrμν Background velocity and spatial-metric coupled to πi, τ

i j

vμ ≡ vμ
r Newton-Cartan frame velocity (hμνnμ = 0, hμνhνρ = δμ

ρ − vμnρ)
hμν ≡ hμν

r Newton-Cartan inverse spatial-metric (vμnμ = 1, vμhμν = 0)
At ,Ai ≡ Art ,Ari Aμ ≡ Arμ Background gauge field coupled particle n, ji

nat ,Aat , . . . naμ,Aaμ, . . . Noise partners of the background fields in SK-EFT

�λ
μν , ∇μ Newton-Cartan connection and covariant derivative [Eq. (B1)]

�gλ
μν , ∇g

μ Galilean-invariant connection and covariant derivative
∇′

μ, ∇′g
μ Covariant derivatives shifted with +F n

μνv
ν

Dt , Di Dμ Gauge-covariant derivatives
F n
μν ≡ ∂μnν − ∂νnμ Background clock field strength

Fμν ≡ ∂μAν − ∂νAμ Background gauge field strength
Ei ≡ ∂iAt − ∂t Ai Eμ ≡ Fμνv

ν Background electric field (Eμvμ = 0)

χ t , χ i, bi,� ≡ χ t
r , χ

i
r, bi

r,�r χμ, bμ,� ≡ χμ
r , bμ

r ,�r Time translation, space translation, boost, and U(1) parameters
χ t

a, χ i
a, bi

a, �a χμ
a , bμ

a , �a Stochastic symmetry transformations in SK-EFT

Glossary III: Ordinary fluids.

T , ui, μ T , uμ, μ Dynamical temperature, fluid velocity (uμnμ = 1), chemical potential
� = μ + 1

2 
u2 Galilean-invariant mass chemical potential
T0, ui

0, μ0, �0 T0, uμ

0 , μ0, �0 Equilibrium/steady state
X t

a , X i
a, ϕa Xμ

a , ϕa Dynamical noise partners for T , ui, μ in SK-EFT
Nat ,Nai,Bat ,Bai,Hati,Hai j Naμ,Haμν,Baμ Noise invariants in SK-EFT defined in Eq. (29)
Bat , Bai, Hai j Baμ, Haμν Galilean-covariant noise invariants in SK-EFT defined in Eq. (70)

p Thermodynamic pressure
ε = ε − 1

2ρ
u2 Internal energy density (for Galilean fluids)
η, ζ Shear and bulk viscosities
κ Thermal conductivity
σ Particle/charge conductivity
σ× Cross-conductivity between energy and particle/charge flux

cv = ∂ε/∂T Heat capacity
χ = ∂n/∂μ Particle/charge susceptibility

Dε Energy diffusivity [Eq. (56)]
Dn Particle/charge diffusivity [Eq. (56)]

Glossary IV: Ordinary active fluids and energy relaxation.

rF,E Rates of fuel consumption and entropy loss (divided by kB)
�E Energy differential driving activity
TE Environment temperature
�T = T − TE Temperature differential induced by activity
�E,F ≡ �E,F

r Environment and fuel background fields coupled to �rE,F

�E,F
a Noise partners of the background fields �E,F

r in SK-EFT
�E,F

a SK symmetry-invariants defined in Eqs. (31), (71), and (B30)
γF Fuel consumption response to energy differential
γE Entropy loss response to temperature differential
pE Active parameter affecting mechanical pressure in the stress tensor
�ε Energy relaxation rate [Eq. (10)]
� Bookkeeping parameter for energy nonconservation
ℵ = ��T/TE Dynamical measure of activity
ℵ̂ = ��E/(kBTE) External measure of activity
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Glossary V: (Active) superfluids.

� ≡ �r Complex scalar order parameter for superfluidity
�0 Equilibrium magnitude of the order parameter
φ ≡ φr Goldstone phase of the order parameter
�a, φa Dynamical noise partners for �r , φr in SK-EFT
ξt ≡ ∂tφ + At ξμ Covariant time derivative of φ
ξi ≡ ∂iφ + Ai Superfluid velocity—covariant space derivative of φ
V Superfluid potential in Eq. (36)
a, a4 Parameters in V that determine �0 in Eq. (41)
fs ≡ 2�2

0 f� Superfluid density parameter
σφ ≡ 2�2

0σ� Superfluid diffusion parameter
λnφ Cross-conductivity between the charge flux and Josephson equation
λεφ Cross-conductivity between energy flux and Josephson equation
vs Speed of superfluid sound [Eq. (56)]
Dφ Superfluid diffusivity [Eq. (56)]
a + ℵaE Active parameter affecting the equilibrium state �0 in Eq. (41)
λφ ≡ 1 + ℵλφE Active parameter screening the effective chemical potential in the Josephson equation
λn ≡ 1 + ℵλnE Active parameter screening the superfluid density in the charge flux
λε ≡ 1 + ℵλεE Active parameter screening the superfluid density in the energy flux

Glossary VI: (Active) nematics.

Qi j ≡ Qri j Qμν ≡ Qrμν Nematic order parameter (uμQμν = 0)
Q0 Strength of nematic alignment
pi ≡ pri pμ ≡ prμ Goldstone director for nematic order (uμpμ = 0)
Qai j , pai Qaμν , paμ Dynamical noise partners for Qri j , pri in SK-EFT (uμQaμν = uμpaμ = 0)
Qai j , pai Qaμν , paμ Shifted noise partners defined in Eqs. (C38) and (C55) (uμQaμν = uμpaμ = 0)
V Elastic potential in Eq. (76)
a, a3, a4 Parameters in V that determine Q0 in Eq. (82)
K ≡ 2Q2

0KQ Frank elastic constant
σp ≡ 2Q2

0σQ Nematic conductivity
γ Nematic shear coupling
a + ℵaE Active parameter affecting the equilibrium state Q0 in Eq. (82)
λE Active parameter controlling the nematic stress τ i j ∼ Qi j (often called ζ in literature)
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