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PREFACE 

My interest in the participatory talkshow format can date back to 1992 when I 

moved to Holland and found myself attracted by BBC's Kilroy every weekday morning. I 

was very impressed by the studio talk with ordinary people physically present as the main 

characters while experts remained in the background. It was then a brand new experience 

for me, as I, long bored by politically correct television fare in Taiwan, began to discover 

the possibility of using television more democratically. The next year I resumed my 

academic pursuits as MA student in the field of communication studies at Amsterdam 

Center for European Social Studies (ACCESS), the University of Amsterdam. A reading of 

Talk on Television by Sonia Livingstone and Peter Lunt (1994) helped me legitimize my 

interest in the seemingly cheap television talk format. Then I was inspired enough to write 

a term paper about the format for a course called "Media Accountability", and was lucky 

enough to have the encouragement from Professor Denis McQuail. 

Yet I didn't treat the talk format more seriously until when I felt it a little bit 

more "personally" relevant. In late 1994 I started working on my MA thesis, which was 

about the introduction of public television, a western anachronism, in Taiwan. With great 

surprise, I came to realize that the cheap format was actually mushrooming in my home 

country, and most significantly dedicated to rather serious topics with stunning popularity. 

I still remember how my eyes warmed up, even brimming with tears, when I first 

witnessed how my own country folks gathered and tried hard to talk, in variously accented 

Mandarin or plain Taiwan dialect, about something not supposed for open discussion just a 

couple of years ago. While regretful for what I have missed due to years of exile, I tried to 

compensate myself for the loss by doing a research about it. 

Now nearing the end of this long journey, I find myself gratefully indebted to 

many people for the completion of this research. A great part of the debt is owed, for sure, 

to the ACCESS program and the Department of Communication Science in the University 

of Amsterdam. Without them my five years of stay in Holland would not have been as 

fruitful. In particular I would like to express my heart-felt gratitude for Professor Denis 

McQuail. I was very privileged to have him as my MA and Ph. D. adviser. No doubt his 

resourcefulness has saved me a lot of troubles fumbling for a way out in the jungle of 

theories and thoughts. Yet I am indebted to him not only intellectually but also 

linguistically, for he patiently went through the text I have written and helped me express 
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