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The Errata 

1. Page 16, Section 1, Line 5, 7922 replaced by 1992. 
2. Page 44, Section 2.3, Paragraph 2, Line 3, obviously replaced by seriously. 
4. Page 59, Paragraph 3, Line 5, patchable replaced by watch-able. 
5. Page 130, Line 4 from the bottom, The second group replaced by The first group. 
6. Page 134, Line 2 from the bottom, 7997 replaced by 7997. 
7. Page 183, Footnote 28, See those attached with the original Chinese titles in Tables A-E, 

Appendix 4, for these 17 topics replaced by See Appendix 4. 
8. Page 205, Table 9:1, Column Period C: 479 replaced by 394, while 477 replaced by 452, 

Column Total: 969 replaced by 944, while 1142 by 7777, 84.9% by 84.5%,15.1% by 15.5%. 
The references in the first three lines of the text below need be corrected accordingly. 

9. Page 207, Line 5, 480 replaced by 452. 
10. Page 210, Footnote 32 should be deleted. 
11. Page 217, Table 10:2c, Missing cases: 1 should be deleted. 
12. Page 222, Section 2.2.3, Line 2, 33.6% replaced by 33.8%. 
13. Page 230, Table 10:13c, Missing cases=30 replaced by Missing cases=12. 
14. Page 252, Line 8, See Table 11:5c replaced by See Table 11.3b. 



Preface 

myself with better clarity. I feel very lucky, too, to have the helping hand from Dr. Sandra 

Zwier, Research Manager of the Amsterdam School of Communications Research ASCoR. 

Besides giving me the administrative assistance I needed, Dr. Zwier adeptly translated into 

elegant Dutch the summary of this thesis, which I wrote in somewhat idiosyncratic 

English. 

I am also indebted to Professor Teun van Dijk, who not only enlightened me 

about "Discourse Analysis" but also encouraged me greatly for Ph. D. pursuits even when I 

was not sure about it. My special thanks go to Mr. Edward Cabanne, who dedicated his 

time from his tight schedule and functioned as my language proof-reader. The contribution 

from my mother-in-law need be acknowledged, too, as she cared enough to sacrifice her 

prime-time soap opera in order to record the program episodes I needed for analysis. The 

supports from my brother, Professor Vincent Shen, are also very crucial. When I was still 

in Holland, he made all the necessary arrangements and contacts on my behalf, for 

processing the questionnaire-based telephone survey through the Poll Center at the World 

College of Journalism and Communications in Taipei. Furthermore, I would like to thank 

Taiwan's Government Information Office in Amsterdam, for allowing me the access to 

their office library and granting me the official broadcasting documentation I needed. I also 

appreciate the good service I enjoyed in the libraries of my alma mater, National 

Chengchih University in Taipei. They were a good source of academic documentation for 

my research. 

Last but certainly not least, more personal thanks go to my mother, whose 

prayers have wanned me up all along the way, and to Paul, Thomas, and Ignace, who have 

tolerated my mental absence at home. These years of academic pursuits could not have 

been possible at all without their sweet companionship as a family. In particular, Paul's 

considerate supports are very much treasured. 

Having gone through the relocation hustle and bustle, I am adjusted and 

anchored well again in Taiwan, cherishing nonetheless all the warm memories about 

Holland. 

Mary Shen 

Taipei, April, 1999 
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