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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Joseph Zedekia Odhiambo Abuodha was born on the 21 st December 1961 in northwest Ugenya, 
Siaya District to Mrs Monica and Mr Zedekia Auma Omogi. He went to Makande Railways 
Nursery School in Mombasa between 1967 and 1968 then to the neighbouring Makande Primary 
School where he obtained his Certificate of Primary Education (CPE) in 1975. In 1976 he joined 
Nakuru High School where he completed his East African Certificate of Education (EACE) in 
1979. After obtaining his East African Advanced Certificate of Education (EAACE) at Dagoretti 
High School in 1981, he taught briefly at a high school then started his studies in 1983 at the 
University of Nairobi. 

In 1986 a BSc degree was obtained with a specialization in geology. In the same year and at the 
same University he started studying for a Master of Science degree (MSc Geology), graduating in 
1989 with a specialization in marine geology and sedimentology. As a DAAD Scholar during the 
MSc course, the author paid a study visit to the Technical University of Berlin in the Federal 
Republic of Germany during 1988. As a guest researcher he obtained facilities to undertake 
specialized geochemical analysis of coastal sediments. 

From 1988 to 1991, he was employed by the Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute as a 
Research Officer II in the Department of Marine Geology where he was mainly involved with 
research on coastal erosion along the Kenyan coast. During this period he also carried out coastal 
erosion studies in coastal Tanzania, Nigeria, Ghana and Togo. In 1991 he began Ph.D. studies at 
the Faculty of Environmental Sciences at the University of Amsterdam. Before embarking on 
Ph.D. fieldwork, Abuodha temporarily participated in the Kenya-Dutch Indian Ocean Expedition 
aboard RV TYRO in 1992. Since 1991 he has been employed by Moi University as a Research 
Fellow in the School of Environmental Studies. 
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