
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1: European Political Groups mentioned in Appendix 

 
European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR) 

Europe of Freedom and Democracy (EFD) 

Europe of Nations and Freedom (ENF) 

European Radical Alliance (ERA) 

Group of the European People’s Party (EPP) 

Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialist and Democrats (S&D) 

Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance (Greens) 

Independents for a Europe of Nations (EDN) 

Non-attached members (NA) 

Renew Europe Group (before ALDE)  

The Left Group in the European Parliament (GUE/NLG) 

Union for the Europe of Nations (UEN) 

 

 
  



 
Appendix 2: Selection of documents  
 
The data was retrieved from the European Parliament website. https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/debates-video.html 
Using the search tool, we selected all parliamentary debates (plenary sessions) that had climate change in title: that’s a total of 46 (see table 1).  
 
 
Table 1.  EP Speech Acts on Climate change  

 

Keywords 1994-
1999 

1999- 
2004 

2004- 
2009 

2009- 
2014 

2014- 
2019 

2019-
2022* 

Total 

Climate change 
(In text) 

81 178 663 614 496 279 2311 

 Climate change 
(In title/speech acts) 

4 10 41 33 20 14 122 

Climate change 
(in title/debates) 

1 4 14 13 5  9  46 

  

*Consulted on 29th July 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/debates-video.html


Appendix 3: Additional tables and information regarding keywords 
 
The keywords that were selected to identify moral foundations come from Graham et al. 2013 (see table 1 in main document).  The words 
Kindness, Trustworthiness, loyalty, subversion, obedience, deference, temperance, piety, chastity, sanctity also appear in this table but they were 
never mentioned in EP climate change debates (1994 -2012). Cheating and betrayal were mentioned only once and sacrifice 5 times (by various 
conservative groups and NI). To the keywords extracted from table 1, we added some keywords such as God and Unity, since from the reading 
of the texts, they appeared to be relevant for our analysis of MFT (even if they were not included in Graham et al 2013).  
 
 
Table 2: Usage of MFT keywords by political groups and EU officials (inc. % and keyword per number of intervention) 
 

 Care  Harm  Fair  Just  Auth
ority 

 Unit
y 

 Degr
ad 

 God  Clean   

 
total  %  %  total % Total % total % total % total % total % Total % Total int. 

per 
group 

 ALDE 
  

3 
0,028 

  
11   

1 
0,009 

 
14,3 

6 
0,057  

  
8,11   

2 
0,019 

  
6,06 

    1 
0,009 

 
6,25 

1 
0,009 

  
16,7 

 7 
0,066 

 
4,8 

 
 

106 

ERA  
 

   
 

   1 
0,167 

 
11,1 

    
 

 1 
0,167 

 
0,7 

6 

ECR  1 
0,032 

 
3,6    

  1 
0,032 

 
1,35   

    

      3 
0,097 

 
18,8 

 
 1 

0,032 
 

0,7   
31 

EDN               1 
1 
 

  
16,7 

  1 

EFD  
 

 1 
0,015 

  
14,3 

 
 
  

1 
0,015 

  
3,03 

1 
0,015 

  
11,1 

  

    2 
0,031 

 
33,3  

1 
0,015 

 
0,7   

65 

ENF  
 

   
 

  
  

1 
1 

 
3,03  

      
 

   1 

EPP  8 
0,022 

 
28,6   

3 
0,008 

 
42,9 

24 
0,065 

 
32,4

3   

1 
0,003 

  
3,03  

3 
0,008 

  
33,3 

  

4 
0,011 

 
33,3  

 

5 
0,014 

 
31,3 

2 
0,005 

 
33,3 

42 
0,114 

  
29 

   

370 

Commission 5 
0,058 

  
17,9 

   

  15 
0,17 

 
20,2

7  

2 
0,023 

 
6,06  

  2 
0,023 

  
16,7  

3 
0,035 

  
18,8 

   34 
0,395 

 
23,4 

86 



Greens  4 
0,037 

  
14,3 

   

  5 
0,046 

 
6,76   

2 
0,018 

 
6,06  

    2 
0,018 

 
12,5 

 
 17 

0,156 
 

11,7 
   

109 

Council 1 
0,023 

 
3,6   

1 
0,023 

  
14,3 

2 
0,045 

 
 

2,70  

3 
0,068 

 
9,09  

1 
0,023 

11,1 
  

1 
0,023 

 
8,3 

     6 
0,136 

 
4,1 

   

44 

GUE/NLG 
 

   7 
0,079 

 
   
9,46   

10 
0,11 

  
30,3 

      
 

 7 
0,079 

 
4,8   

89 

NA  2 
0,034 

 
7,14 

   

  
 

   1 
0,017 

 
11,1  

       1 
0,017 

 
0,7   

59 

S&D  4 
0,014 

 
14,3    

  12 
0,041 

  
16,2

2   

11 
0,038 

 
33,3 

2 
0,007 

22,2 
   

5 
0,017 

41,7 
  

2 
0,007 

 
12,5 

   24 
0,082 

16,6 
   

291 

UEN  
 

 1 
0,033 

 
14,3 

1 
0,033 

  
1,35   

  

           4 
0,133 

 
2,8 

30 

UPE     1 
0,25 

 

1,35             4 

Totals  
28 

   
100 

 
7 
  

100 
 

74 
   

100 
 

 33 
  
 

100 
 
9 
  

100 
 

12 
  
 

 100 
 

16 
  
 

100 
 
6 
  

100 
 

145 
  
 

100 
 
1292  

 
*Percentages indicate the % of times that the words appeared out of all times that the word appeared (column percentages).  

The small numbers bellow the total numbers indicate the number of times that the keyword appears divided by the number of interventions that this political group had in the 

documents analyzed (speeches by Commission and Council tend to be longer).  The last column presents the total number of interventions.  

 
  



 
 
Table 3: Usage of emotion keywords by political groups and EU officials (inc. % and keyword per number of intervention) 

 
 Threat % Anger % Fear % Pride % Shame % N. 

interventi
ons ALDE 

  

3 
0,028  

 
6 

1 
0,009 

 
14,29 

8 
0,075 

 
14,81 

1 
0,009 

 
3,45 

3 
0,028 

 
10,71 

106 

ERA  1 
0,17 

 
2 

        6 

ECR  1 
0,032 

 
2 

  2 
0,065 

 
3,70 

    31 

EFD  4 
0,061 

 
8 

    1 
0,015 

 
3,45 

3 
0,046 

 
10,71 

65 

ENF  
 

         1 

EPP  11 
0,030 

 
22 

2 
0,005 

 
28,57 

16 
0,043 

 
29,63 

3 
0,008 

 
10,34 

8 
0,022 

28,57 
 

370 

Commission  7 
0,08 

 
14 

  6 
0,070 

 
11,11 

10 
0,116 

 
34,48 

  86 

Greens  2 
0,019 

 
4 

3 
0,028 

 
42,86 

4 
0,037 

 
7,41 

6 
0,055 

 
20,69 

5 
0,046 

 
17,86 

109 

Council 3 
0,068 

 
6 

  3 
0,068 

 
5,56 

    44 

GUE/NLG 3 
0,034 

 
6 

      3 
0,034 

 
10,71 

89 

NA  5 
0,085 

 
10 

  4 
0,068 

 
7,41 

1 
0,017 

 
3,45 

  59 

S&D  7 
0,024 

 
14 

1 
0,003 

14,29 
 

11 
0,038 

 
20,37 

 
 

7 
0,024 

 
24,14 

6 
0,021 

 
21,43 

291 

UEN  3 
0,1 

 
6 

        30 

Totals 50  100 
 

7 100 54 100 29 100 28 100 1291 

 

 



*Percentages indicate the % of times that the keywords were used by each group out of all times that the word was used by all groups (column percentages). 

The numbers bellow the total numbers indicate the number of times that the keyword appears divided by the number of interventions that this political group had in the 

documents analyzed. It is important to consider that speeches by Commission and Council tend to be longer.  The last column presents the total number of interventions.  
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