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Appendix A: Overview of the Interventions
Al. Normal media literacy message (non-specific)

Section Factcheck

How to spot fake news and misleading information

By: OUR FACT-CHECK EDITORS

® October 16, 2022 ® Three minutes reading time

In our current information environment, we are confronted with a lot of
deceptive information. Stories that look like regular news may be fake.
Even more so, false stories may be motivated by political or financial gains,
and use misleading tactics deliberately to draw attention and convince the
public that they are true. It is therefore important to remain skeptical when
reading headlines and news stories, and think carefully about whether a
story is potentially false or misleading to help stop the spread of
misleading and false articles. Here are a few suggestions.

1. Be skeptical of headlines. False news stories often have catchy headlines
that play on emotions and gut feelings. If shocking claims in the headline sound
unbelievable, they probably are false.

2. Some stories are intentionally false. Think critically about the stories you
read, and only share news that you know to be credible and similar to other
verified news on the same issue you previously encountered.

3. Consider your own bias and preferences. Headlines may be more
believable when they confirm what we already believe. Critically consider
whether your own views could make it seem as if implausible statements are true
because you agree with them.

Together, especially in online media environments, we encounter a lot of
manipulated or inaccurate news. As responsible citizens, it is important to
separate facts from fiction, and correctly identify fake news.
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A2. Relativized media literacy message designed to enhance trust (non-specific)

Section Factcheck

How to recognize trustworthy and accurate information

By: OUR FACT-CHECK EDITORS

© October 16, 2022 O Three minutes reading time

In our current information environment, the large majority of information
that we encounter is reliable and accurate. Although a very small
proportion of the information we encounter is fake or misleading, most
regular news can be trusted. Most stories are written with the intention to
accurately inform us. It is therefore important to remain confidence when
reading headlines and news stories, whilst being sensitive to the
occasional deceptive or fake story. This way, we can restore trust in
reliable news. Here are a few suggestions.

1. Be critical of headlines. Reliable news stories often have fact-based
headlines that illustrate major developments using evidence. They often lack
references to exaggerations, emotions, or gut feelings. Shocking claims are
typically absent in the headlines of reliable news.

2. Most stories are intended to accurately inform you. Think critically about
the stories you read, and only share news that you know to be credible and
similar to other verified news on the same issue you previously encountered.

3. Consider your own bias and preferences. Headlines may be more
believable when they confirm what we already believe. Critically consider
whether your own views could make it seem as if plausible statements are fake
because you disagree with them.

Together, especially in online media environments, we sometimes encounter
manipulated or inaccurate news alongside the majority of reliable content. As
responsible citizens, it is important to separate facts from fiction, without
becoming too skeptical toward the news.
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A3. Normal media literacy message (issue-specific)

Section Factcheck

How to spot fake news on the Russian invasion of Ukraine

By: OUR FACT-CHECK EDITORS

® October 16, 2022 ® Three minutes reading time

We are confronted with a lot of deceptive information on the war in Ukraine.
Stories that look like regular news on the war may be fake. Even more so,
false stories on the war may be motivated by political or financial gains of
both sides of the conflict, and Russian or Ukrainian actors may use
misleading tactics deliberately to draw attention and convince the public
that they are trustworthy. It is therefore important to remain skeptical when
reading headlines and news stories on the war, and think carefully about
whether a story is potentially false or misleading to help stop the spread of
misleading and false articles on the war. Here are a few suggestions.

1. Be skeptical of headlines. False news stories on the war often have catchy
headlines that play on emotions and gut feelings. If shocking claims in the
headline sound unbelievable, they probably are false.

2. Some stories are intentionally false. Think critically about the stories you
read, and only share news that you know to be credible and similar to other
verified news on the war you previously encountered.

3. Consider your own standing on the war. Headlines may be more believable
when they favor the side of the conflict we support. Critically consider whether
your own views on the war could make it seem as if plausible statements are
fake because you disagree with them.

Together, especially in information on the war in Ukraine, we encounter a lot of
manipulated or inaccurate news. As responsible citizens, it is important to
separate facts from fiction, and correctly identify fake news.
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A4. Media literacy message designed to enhance trust (issue-specific)

How to recognize trustworthy information on the war in Ukraine

By: OUR FACT-CHECK EDITORS

O October 16, 2022 ® Three minutes reading time

In our current information environment, the large majority of information
that we encounter on the war in Ukraine is reliable. Although a very smalli
proportion of the information on the war we encounter is fake or
misleading, most regular news can be trusted. Most stories are written with
the intention to accurately inform us about new developments on the war. It
is therefore important to remain confidence when reading headlines and
news stories, whilst being sensitive to the occasional deceptive or fake
story that could be driven by the political aims of Russian or Ukrainian
actors. This way, we can restore trust in reliable news. Here are a few
suggestions.

1. Be critical of headlines. Reliable news stories on the war often have fact-
based headlines that illustrate major developments using evidence. They often
lack references to exaggerations, emotions, or gut feelings. Shocking claims are
typically absent in the headlines of reliable news.

2. Most stories are intended to accurately inform you. Think critically about
the stories you read, and only share news that you know to be credible and
similar to other verified news on the war you previously encountered.

3. Consider your own standing on the war. Headlines may be more believable
when they favor the side of the conflict we support. Critically consider whether
your own views on the war could make it seem as if plausible statements are
fake because you disagree with them.

Together, especially in information on the war in Ukraine, we sometimes
encounter manipulated or inaccurate news alongside the majority of reliable
content. As responsible citizens, it is important to separate facts from fiction,
without becoming too skeptical toward the news.
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Appendix B: Selection of statements rated by participants

Online, we can come across many different news items and narratives. Some may be more
accurate than others, and it may be difficult to discern truthful information from less accurate
news. Now, we would like you to evaluate the following headlines that recently appeared online.
We would like you to indicate whether you think that the following headlines are TRUE or
FALSE or whether you are UNSURE about the accuracy of the headlines presented here.

Disinformation (all checked by different independent fact-checkers)

NATO officers are entering the Kharkiv region to organize interaction between foreign and
Ukrainian units. Link fact-check

Chinese military convoys have been entering Ukraine to support Russia in the war. Link fact-
check
North Korea has taken military action against Russia Link fact-check

Russian nuclear targets for Britain mapped amid rising tensions after Ukraine invasion Link fact-
check

The FBI spent more time investigating the Jan. 6 Capitol attack than 9/11. Link fact-check
Monkeypox is a complete fake sham that’s designed to force lockdowns, mandates and shots.
Link fact-check

Violent crime rates increased in all but two Wisconsin cities between 2008 and 2017. Link fact-
check

Texas has had over 600,000 crimes committed by illegals since 2011, which includes 1,200
homicides. Link fact-check

Accurate information (all verified by different independent fact-checkers)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has remained in the country since Russia invaded on
Feb. 24. Link fact-check

Several megachurches in the U.S. have raised funds to support Ukrainians in light of the Russian
invasion. Link fact-check

The war in Ukraine has contributed to global shortages of certain products. Link fact-check
Individual foreign fighters originating from NATO member states are present on the battlefield
in Ukraine. Link fact-check

In Virginia, Black people are eight times (8X) more likely than white people to die of gun
homicide. Link fact-check

Crime in the US is reduced to its lowest level in 27 years. Link fact-check

In 2020, more journalists were killed in Mexico than in any other country in the world. Link fact-
check

The number of COVID-19 deaths recorded so far in 2021 has surpassed the total for 2020. Link
fact-check



https://www.bbc.com/news/62974506
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/09/30/nein-dieses-video-zeigt-keinen-chinesischen-militaerkonvoi-der-in-die-ukraine-einfaehrt/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/09/30/nein-dieses-video-zeigt-keinen-chinesischen-militaerkonvoi-der-in-die-ukraine-einfaehrt/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2022/oct/12/facebook-posts/no-north-korea-did-not-initiate-military-strike-ag/
https://fullfact.org/online/nuke-map-uk-russia/
https://fullfact.org/online/nuke-map-uk-russia/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2022/aug/30/facebook-posts/jan-6-capitol-attack-investigation-nowhere-near-le/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2022/aug/26/facebook-posts/podcast-host-falsely-claims-monkeypox-governmental/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/feb/20/joe-sanfelippo/sanfelippo-flops-claim-violent-crime/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/feb/20/joe-sanfelippo/sanfelippo-flops-claim-violent-crime/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2018/sep/07/ken-paxton/ken-paxton-draws-debunked-figures-says-illegals-co/
https://www.factcheck.org/2022/03/zelensky-remains-in-ukraine-despite-false-claims-on-social-media/
https://www.factcheck.org/2022/03/megachurches-in-u-s-are-supporting-ukraine-relief-contrary-to-social-media-posts/
https://fullfact.org/economy/ukraine-supply-shortages/
https://www.bbc.com/news/62974506
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2022/jun/24/levar-stoney/virginia-blacks-eight-times-more-likely-whites-be-/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2022/may/01/keith-pekau/orland-park-mayor-says-crime-lowest-nearly-three-d/
https://www.poynter.org/fact-checking/2022/journalists-killed-mexico-ted-cruz-2020/
https://www.poynter.org/fact-checking/2022/journalists-killed-mexico-ted-cruz-2020/
https://eu.statesman.com/story/news/politics/politifact/2022/01/16/fact-check-did-more-people-die-covid-19-2021-than-2020/8858993002/
https://eu.statesman.com/story/news/politics/politifact/2022/01/16/fact-check-did-more-people-die-covid-19-2021-than-2020/8858993002/
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Appendix C: Table of demographics broken down for each condition

Group Demographics
Total sample N=1105
Gender female = 52%
Gender male =47%
Gender other = 1%
Low education = 32%
Moderate education = 43%
High education = 25%
Age =46.71(17.23)
N =221
Gender female = 55%
Gender male = 45%
Condition 1: Trust NML Gender other = 0%
(general) Low education = 32%
Moderate education =41%
High education = 27%
Age =45.46 (17.64)
N =221
Gender female = 54%
Gender male = 45%
Condition 2: Trust NML Gender other = 1%
(specific) Low education = 30%
Moderate education = 45%
High education = 25%
Age =48.57 (16.68)
N =220
Gender female = 51%
Gender male = 49%
Condition 3: Warning Gender other = 0%
NML (general) Low education = 34%
Moderate education =41%
High education = 25%
Age =45.88 (17.26)
N =220
Gender female = 51%
Gender male = 48%
Condition 4: Warning Gender other = 1%
NML (specific) Low education = 33%
Moderate education =41%
High education = 26%
Age=47.21(17.81)
N =224
Gender female = 51%
Gender male = 49%
Gender other = 0%
Low education = 30%
Moderate education = 44%
High education = 26%
Age =46.46 (16.75)

Control condition




