Appendix A

Overview of the sample composition across countries

Country (N)

Demographics sample (age, gender)

Demographics population (age,
gender)

Spain (503)

Mean age 45.33 (SD = 15.01); median
age 44.80; 55.5% male; 44.3% female

Median age 45.4; 49.5% male; 50.6%
female

Mexico (451)

Mean age 36.45 (SD = 11.88); median
age 36.45; 50.8% male; 48.6% female

Median age 29.3; 48.8% male; 51.3%
female

Argentina (503)

Mean age 41.38 (SD = 14.33); median
age 40.19; 49.9% male; 49.3% female

Median age 32.5; 49.5% male; 50.5%
female

Brazil (653)

Mean age 42.26 (SD = 13.83); median
age 41.31; 61.3% male; 37.8% female

Median age 32.4; 49.07% male; 50.9%
female

The US (507)

Mean age 47.90 (SD = 17.77); median
age 46.79; 47.1% male; 54.7% female;

Median age 38.3; 49.5% male; 50.5%
female

Chile (479)

Mean age 41.48 (SD = 13.55); median
age 39.96; 44.5% male; 51.7% female

Median age 35.3; 49.4% male; 50.6%
female

Netherlands (493)

Mean age 47.03 (SD = 16.67); median
age 46.54; 46.7% male; 53.1% female

Median age 41.40; 49.6% male, 50.4%
female

Note. Demographic census data were taken from the 2024 Worldometer
(https://www.worldometers.info/demographics)

Although the categorization of educational levels varies across countries, we achieved similar
diversity across low, mid, and high education categories across all seven countries. We
further saw that the distribution of left-wing versus right-wing ideological self-placement by
and large matches the composition of the political systems in all seven countries.

Information Classification: General



https://www.worldometers.info/demographics

Appendix B
Overview of distribution of misinformation perceptions, media distrust, conspiracy
mentalities and populist attitudes across countries

Figure B1. Distribution of misinformation perceptions across seven countries
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Note. Means and standard deviations are plotted for each country. Means reflect a scale
ranging from 0 to 100.

Figure B2. Distribution of media trust across seven countries
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Note. Means and standard deviations are plotted for each country. Means reflect a scale
ranging from 1 to 7, and reflect scores of an average scale.

Information Classification: General



Figure B3. Distribution of populist attitudes across seven countries
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Note. Means and standard deviations are plotted for each country. Means reflect a scale
ranging from 1 to 7, and reflect scores of an average scale of populist attitudes.

Figure B4. Distribution of conspiracy mentalities across seven countries
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Note. Means and standard deviations are plotted for each country. Means reflect a scale
ranging from 1 to 7, and reflect scores of an average scale of conspiracy mentalities.

Information Classification: General



