
Prepositions accompanying the thesis entitled 

CDK4/6 INHIBITORS IN ADVANCED BREAST CANCER

Improving treatment strategies and patient outcomes

1.	 Second-line use of CDK4/6 inhibitors in advanced breast cancer preserves 
patient outcomes compared to first-line use, while reducing toxicity, hospital 
visits, and healthcare costs – this thesis

2.	 A first-line CDK4/6 inhibitor strategy increases healthcare costs by on 
average €23,000 per patient compared with second-line use, primarily 
driven by higher drug expenditures – this thesis 

3.	 SONIA-like trial designs with mandatory crossover are crucial to adequately 
determine whether earlier use of a drug provides greater benefit than later 
use – this thesis 

4.	 It is essential that new anticancer drugs do not adversely alter the mutational 
landscape and preserve viable subsequent treatment options – this thesis   

5.	 Pre-treatment circulating tumor DNA levels may guide the optimal timing of 
CDK4/6 inhibitors in patients with advanced breast cancer – this thesis 

6.	 Genomic profiling of ctDNA provides a minimally invasive approach to 
monitor tumor evolution and resistance over time – this thesis

7.	 Observed differences in overall survival between CDK4/6 inhibitors in pivotal 
trials may reflect trial design rather than solely true inter-drug differences – 
this thesis

8.	 The goal of (cancer) therapy is to make patients live longer and better. 
Everything else is a surrogate of one of these 2 endpoints – Dan Hayes  

9.	 The burden of proof in future drug-timing trials should lie on more treatment 
proving better than less treatment, not the other way around – Bishal Gyawali

10.	 Hope is one of the greatest allies supporting quality of life in advanced 
cancer patients – Ernest Rosenbaum and David Spiegel

11.	 Alleen kan je niks, je moet het samen doen – Johan Cruijff 
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