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Preface 

This dissertation is the conclusion of four and a half years of academic research. In a wider 
sense, it is a result of a long process that began many years ago. I will probably never fully 
appreciate the astonishment and concern of my parents when I announced to them my plans to 
go and study archaeology. In spite of their doubts, they have always actively encouraged me 
and have supported me in many ways. For this reason, I dedicate this book to my parents. 

This study would not have been completed without the active help of a number of people. 
First and foremost among these is my supervisor Professor Joost Crouwel. Over the years, he 
has read my work with great speed and care. His detailed knowledge of a wide range of 
archaeological topics, as well as his continuous emphasis on clarity have contributed to the 
results of my research. In particular, I have found a source of inspiration in his academic rigour 
and in his enthusiasm. 

In the initial phases of my research, the late Vronwy Hankey has helped me to define the 
directions and the limitations of my research. The discussions with Vronwy gave me an insight 
in the enormous complexity of the field I was about to enter. As to others, Vronwy's death 
was a shock to me. I consider myself fortunate to have been one of the many people who have 
been able to benefit from her kindness and expertise. 

Dr Lucia Vagnetti kindly assisted me with the parts of this study that deal with the central 
Mediterranean. In addition, she pointed me in the right direction when I was in Italy. Professor 
Albert Leonard helped me in similar fashion for the sections on the Levant and Cyprus. I would 
like to express my gratitude to both scholars for sharing their great expertise and for taking the 
time to read lengthy instalments. 

A number of colleagues at various moments during the past few years have discussed their 
work with me, showed me sites and material, or gave their views on parts of my research. 
These types of academic discussions have been very helpful to put my own work in 
perspective. In particular, I would like to thank Dr P. Attema, Dr M. Bettelli, Ms. N. 
Hirschfeld, Professor M. Kleibrink, Dr B. Kling, Dr G. Van der Kooij, Dr S. Levi, Professor 
M. Marazzi, Mr. G. Matteo and Professor R. Peroni. Of course, in spite of the contributions of 
all these people, any errors, omissions or misinterpretations are entirely my responsibility. 

This research was made possible by a generous scholarship of the UTOPA foundation. I 
would like to express my gratitude to the director, Mr. L. Dijkman, for the opportunity 
provided to me and for the pleasant cooperation during the years. The Netherlands 
Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) provided me with a travel grant, which enabled 
me to visit many of the places mentioned in this dissertation. During these travels, I generally 
stayed for periods of a few weeks at various foreign academic institutions. In all cases, the 
staffs and students at these institutions were very hospitable and helped me to find my way in 
the different countries. As such, I would like to thank the staffs and librarians at the British 
School at Athens, the CAARI in Nicosia, the ACOR in Amman, the British School at 
Jerusalem, The Dutch Institute at Rome, the British School at Rome and, last but not least, 
Kim Duistermaat in Damascus. 

Most of the of research was carried out at the Department of Mediterranean Archaeology of 
the University of Amsterdam. I would like to thank all staff members and students for the 
pleasant atmosphere in which I have been able to work there. In particular, I have been 
fortunate to share an office with Mieke Prent and Jan Paul Crielaard. Their friendship and their 
approach to archaeology have been very stimulating. 

I thank Sven Peters who lent me his high-quality laserprinter, and Bert Lankhoorn for 
spending time to prepare the cover and the photocopying. The cover itself was designed by my 
wife Virna, who has been living with this thesis as intensely as I have. Words are not enough to 
thank her. 




