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Where do the compatibilities and the 
tensions between Judaism and modern 
environmentalism lie? What are the dif
ferences between their values? Does 
Judaism have a message for environ
mentalists? How does it view nature? 
Is Judaism anthropocentric? These are 
a few of the many issues dealt with by 
the author. 

The interaction of Judaism and mo
dern environmentalism has religious, 
philosophical, sociological, cultural 
and political aspects. While this study 
focuses on classical Jewish writings, it 
also touches upon these other areas. 

Bible, Talmud, Midrash literature 
and Responsa provide perspectives on 
the Jews' relationship with living na
ture, their attitude toward animals, use 
of natural resources, the effects of pol
lution and nuisance on third parties, 
and issues pertinent to the allocation 
of space. 

The study also reviews Jewish pub
lications of the past decades since the 
emergence of environmentalism as a 
mainstream concern of modern so
ciety. This debate on Judaism's attitude 
toward the environment has been 
largely unstructured, reflecting a wide 
range of positions from the attitudes of 
'catastrophists' to those of'contrarians'. 

The author's strategic approach, 
based on seeing various Jewish - en
vironmental interactions as part of a 
whole, demonstrates the advantages 
of the introduction of a distinct new 
field of research: Jewish environmental 
studies. 
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