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Major Concepts Used in the Study 

A number of concepts that are used in the study are briefly explained 
below after indicating the domain to which each belongs. The order in 
which concepts are presented manifests an upward movement: from 
underlying non-textual structures to textual structures including surface 
structure expression. 

Figure-Ground Visual perception 
Objects are perceptually organized relative to 
each other so that some are near, above, 
and/or in the front, and others are far, below, 
and/or behind. 

Fact importance 

Information importance 

Perspective 

Real world 
The significance of facts in the world as de
fined in terms of the seriousness of conse
quences for all people, i.e. context-free. The 
structure of facts in the world is the basis of 
other representations. 

Cognition. Event models 
One way in which knowledge is (hierar
chically) organized in models. 
The subjective assignment of an estimate of 
the relative value or meaningfulness to items 
of knowledge, that is, information about facts 
in the world and properties of events, in terms 
of the number or magnitude of implications. 
It constrains the assignment of grounding-val
ues to propositions in the FG-BG structure. 

Text semantics; cognitively-based 
It is a property of information or knowledge 
that writers have about events, that is, part of 
event models which have a primarily semantic 
role. It determines the angle from which 
writers 'see' textual propositions, inter alia as 
regards their grounding-values. 
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It constrains the organization in surface struc
ture of events referred to in textual proposi
tions. 

Grounding 

FG-BG structure 

Grounding-value 

Propositional impor
tance 

Text semantics 
The organization of text meaning or proposi
tional structure in terms of a FG-BG structure, 
based on what part of that structure represents 
what information of the model that has greater 
or lesser importance in the present (con)text. 

Text semantics 
One dimension of semantic representations 
that organizes textual propositions and distin
guishes their grounding-values on a contin
uum or a three-level scale: foreground, 
midground. and background. 

Text semantics 
A measure of the relative worth of a textual 
proposition, i.e. propositional importance, on 
the FG-BG gradient. 

Text semantics 
Hierarchically-based measure of propositional 
value. 
It is the mapping on semantic representations 
of: 
1. the interpretation of facts (e.g. their weight) 
by specific language users (e.g. journalists, 
newspapers), that is, the importance of infor
mation. 
2. context models (e.g. goals, genre). It is sig
naled as: 
A. Hierarchy: a macro-micro structure that 
maps the structure of events in modes. 

B. FG-BG structure: that maps the importance 
of information in event models as well as its 
relevance in context models. Thus, it is a 
function of both information and com
municative (pragmatic) importance. 
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Macrostructure 

Microstructure 

Text semantics 
One dimension of semantic representations 
that organizes meaning as a measure of text 
global coherence. It accounts for coherence 
relations in terms of the top-most proposition 
that is derived from propositions of the 
(whole) text and from propositions evoked by 
the text in knowledge of language users. 

Text semantics 
One dimension of semantic representations 
that organizes meaning as a measure of text 
local coherence. It accounts for conditional 
and functional coherence relations. 

Schemata 

Relevance 

Text syntax 
They are manifestations of textual organiza
tion of propositions. 
Representation of textual/semantic functions 
of macropropositions or sequences of propo
sitions. As textual organizers, schemata are 
the (global) form that organizes textual 
propositions (and defines the function of 
meaning). They pertain to the actual produc
tion process. Text-type schema categories 
fulfil a grounding-signaling function (viz. 
schematic salience). 

Text pragmatics; contextually-based 
One way in which knowledge is organized in 
context models. 
It is a measure of context-dependent and 
group related usefulness or newsworthiness of 
information. Relevance-degrees are assigned 
to information in context models which have a 
primarily pragmatic role. Pragmatic or 
contextual relevance is defined in terms of 
informativeness and personal implications of 
the information for language users in the 
present communicative situation. Relevance 
constrains the selection, viz. the inclusion or 
mapping, of certain information as proposi
tions. 
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Foregrounding and 
backgrounding 

Text pragmatics; semantically-based 
Operations that influence the interpretation of 
text meaning in terms of grounding-values 
that have already been assigned to proposi
tions. The invariable grounding-value acquires 
greater or lesser relevance (irrespective of its 
greater or lesser importance), becomes more 
informative, and the proposition to which it is 
assigned is expressed more or less promi
nently. 

Communicative impor
tance 

Text pragmatics 
It is contextual or personal importance, that is 
relevance: what is now important for speaker, 
writer, medium, genre, social situation. It is 
defined in context models of language users: 
how important information is for their lives 
and interests. It varies per context and per 
language user in that context. 

Salience Text strategy 
The relative conspicuousness of schema cate
gories as the result of their hierarchical 
location in text. It is a measure of how the 
FG-BG structure is signaled. 

Prominence Text strategy; surface structure organization 
The relative conspicuousness of sentences and 
their constituents as a result of their linear 
organization in surface structure. It is a sur
face structure property of texts. Its aim is to 
communicate 'prominence in the mind'. It may 
be pragmatically motivated or contextually 
determined: Prominent or non-prominent 
expression of the proposition may not 
coincide with high or low grounding-values. 

Expression 'importance' Text strategy 
Surface structure organization, i.e. promi
nence. It may coincide with information im
portance, a high grounding-value, or other 
contextual and pragmatic constraints. It ex
presses both macro-micro and FG-BG struc
tures. 
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Staging 

News upstage 

News downstage 

Text strategy 
Manipulation during the actual production 
process of schematic and surface structure 
syntactic means. Organization shows how the 
FG-BG distinction is signaled in terms of 
(schematic) salience and (syntactic) 
prominence. It is a function of text-type 
specific constraints as well as other cognitive 
and pragmatic context constraints. 

Text strategy; surface structure organization 
Surface structure slot in which textual propo
sitions are prominently expressed, that is, 
early in the text and hence they acquire high 
communicative value in the given commu
nicative situation, irrespective of possible in
herent information unimportance and low 
grounding-value. 

Text strategy; surface structure organization 
Surface structure slot in which textual propo
sitions are less prominently expressed, that is, 
late in the text and hence they acquire low 
communicative value in the given commu
nicative situation, irrespective of possible in
herent information importance and high 
grounding-value. 


