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funding comes from economically rich countries of the Global North, the research 
is often asked to be conducted by researchers in the Global South, and yet the ben-
eficiaries of the research end up being the researchers from the Global North who 
have ‘brought in the money’ and ‘build an academic career’ based on articles writ-
ten thanks to collaborations with scholars from the Global South, who often risk 
being deprived of the formal recognition of their efforts and engagement (though 
things are slowly changing for the better).

Nevertheless, there is a need to think carefully about our transnational embed-
dedness as individuals, but also from the position of our academic institutions: 
Where do we as researchers stand within transnational social spaces of academic 
research? How do we relate to each other as academics? And how do our position-
alities affect the design, conceptualisation, operationalization, implementation and 
interpretation of our research across borders?

Box 5.3  On Positionality and Reflexivity, by Maggi Leung
Reflection on positionality in migration research has moved from simplistic 
binary insider versus outsider categorisation that was common in the early 
period of the field in the twentieth century towards more complex, situational 
and dynamic perspectives. Since the 2000s, numerous migration studies 
scholars have contributed to this debate. Important interventions include 
Carling et  al. (2014) and the special issue in Forum: Qualitative Social 
Research edited by Nowicka and Ryan (2015). The recent call by Tewolde 
(2024) to re-conceptualise insider-outsider positionalities as ‘liquid position-
alities’ exemplifies the state-of-the-art of this discussion. Critical reflections 
of positionalities and their implications for our work contributes to more 
nuanced and ethical scholarship.

Taking space and time seriously offers a productive way in reflecting on 
positionality. In Leung (2015), I put forth the notion of ‘spatial-temporal 
reach’ to make sense of the complex, dynamic, deeply situated and often 
unplannable relationalities between researchers and their research partici-
pants. The notion helps illustrate how insiderness-outsiderness is dynamic 
and multiple, highly contextualised in the specific space-time of interactions 
between the (migrant) researcher and her (co-ethnic) research participants. 
The paper illustrates how sensitivity to (socio)spatialities (as in insiderness-
outsiderness) and temporalities (such as age, generation, life cycle, time and 
frequency of research contact) help us, as researchers, reflect on our position-
alities, experiences and emotions in knowledge co-production with the people 
whom we study, that in turn, shape our understanding of our own identities 
and heritage.
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