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Summary 

The subject of this study is the life of Joash, who reigned over Juda in Jerusalem 40 
years ca. 820 BCE. The central question is here how to form oneself an image of 
Joash: how did the authors of the stories concerned as told in 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles, 
want to characterize him and in what way and to what extent can we discover that? 
After a justification of the translation principles two chapters follow; they are devoted 
to the Kings and the Chronicles versions respectively. Firstly I give translations of 
the bible sections concerned. Then a provisional structuring of the stories into scenes 
follows, which is based on arguments regarding the content such as changes of time 
and place, characters and action, and on stylistic peculiarities. Thereafter follows a 
detailed exegesis; with the help of concordance research it is examined which other 
bible sections reverberate. Then an interpretation is given of the story in its totality; 
here the actant analysis of Greimas is used as a tool. Finally I have tried to examine, 
in which way the stories concerned originate as parts of the larger entities, the so-called 
Deuteronomistic History and the Old Testament in its totality, and how they can shed 
light on the history of the development of these larger complexes of stories. 
My inquiry has revealed, that 2 Kgs 11 was written later than 2 Kgs 12. The first 
chapter with the ascent to the throne by Joash shows resemblances to the one by Salomo 
in 1 Kgs 1-2; furthermore, the use of the verb sqt (to rest) in 2 Kgs 11:20, in 
combination with the length of 40 years of the government of Joash, seems to point 
to Judges, in which book the country comes to rest after the actions of Othniel, Deborah 
and Gideon during the same period. This chapter also has points of contact with the 
so-called Priestly Codex. The second chapter with the government of Joash in its strict 
sense is closely connected to the one of Josiah in 2 Kgs 22-23; it also contains references 
to the fall of Jerusalem in 2 Kgs 25. In 2 Kgs 12 Priestly influences can be shown 
as well; those ones can be explained as later additions. Within the work of the Chronicler 
the history of the government of Joash in 2 Chr 23-24 appeared to be related to those 
of almost all other kings by a closely knit work of motives. Further there are clear 
connections between Chronicles and Joshua; here the connection with P is even stronger 
than in 2 Kgs 11-12. 
In chapter 4 the principles are investigated that underlie the structuring of Old Testament 
narratives. This investigation is of a fundamental importance, for if somebody writes 
a story, he does not only place a series of events in a linear order. He also provides 
it with a structure, which is responsible for the meaning of the story concerned to 
a large extent. We are allowed to assume, that the way in which the author has positioned 
the parts of a story with regard to each other is the result of what he essentially wants 
to say with it. The other way round the arrangement of the composing parts with regard 
to each other can be a key to the interpretation of the totality. 
Biblical narratives are often structured by the use of inclusions, chiasms and parallellisms 
and of deviating sentence types. The Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia however has also 
a kind of division in paragraphs, namely 'xnpetuchot and setumot, that often does not 
agree with the stylistic structure. Petuchot are 'open' paragraphs, in old manuscripts 
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beginning with a new line, after a line that is not filled completely or after a blank 
line. They can be subdivided into setumot, 'closed' paragraphs, beginning after some 
space after the preceding sentence on the same line. In BHS the boundaries are indicated 
with the letters pe and samedi respectively. This structuring already appears in the 
Qumran codices, though the tradition is not uniform in this respect. In all probability 
the roots of this structuring are to be sought in the period of the final redaction or 
the standardization of the Old Testament text, but this way of structuring has remained 
unstable for a long time. 
In this study the inquiry into the structuring of Old Testament narratives occupies 
a central position. The images of Joash we see looming up from the stories concerned, 
are closely bound up with their structuring. The question however is, to what extent 
can we discover the author's intention, because it is not sure beforehand, which were 
the relevant factors for him. Therefore in chapter 5 attention has been paid to the 
process of interpretation, for structuring is a way of interpreting. 
Now it is possible to divide the reign of Joash in 2 Kgs 12 into two or three parts. 
If we read this chapter linear-narrative, ' then the phase of repairing the temple, which 
has to be judged positively, is followed by an episode in which Joash abuses the temple 
treasures in order to avoid a threatening invasion by Hazael, king of Aram. If we 
base ourselves primarily on stylistic indications, we come to a tripartition: in the middle 
we see the temple restoration, before this Joash giving instructions to collect money 
and the Hazael episode follows. The Masoretic division into paragraphs concurs in 
general with the stylistic structure. Here a difference in the way of structuring 
corresponds to a difference in vision on Joash : from a narrative point of view a negative 
picture remains, because his life turned out badly, but from a stylistic viewpoint the 
peak of his government remains in the centre; this more positive result is supported 
by the sentence of the Deuteronomist. In 2 Chr 24 an episode is to be found too, where 
the narrative and the stylistic analysis don't agree. From a narrative point of view 
in his bad years he at first abandons YHWH, after which he himself is abandoned 
by YHWH. Stylistically however a tryptic structure is also present. Finally, the Masoretic 
division of BHS into petuchot and setumot deviates both from the narrative structuring 
and the stylistic one; in 2 Chr 24 e.g. the bad years are distributed over two petuchot. 
The preceding text gives rise to all sorts of questions. How is for example the relation 
between the narrative, the stylistic and the Masoretic structures? To what extent does 
another way of structuring result in another interpretation of the narrative concerned? 
Can the author's intention be found and which of the three ways of structuring brings 
us closest to it? And what is the status of other possible ways of structuring in that 
case? In chapter 5 I try to find an answer to these questions with the help of Ricoeur's 
ideas with regard to the process of interpretation: because readers are different, it 
is possible to come to different interpretations. One single image of Joash in 2 Kings 
or 2 Chronicles does not exist. But indeed the question is justified if it is possible 
to discover the author ' s intention. Here my opinion and Ricoeur ' s disagree. According 
to me it is possible to get near to it from the stylistic structure. Other interpretations 

' This way of reading I call narrative, because it follows the chronology of narrating. 
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are subordinate to it, in a manner of speaking they put side effects on the stage. In 
this chapter the scope of the actant analysis is discussed too, particularly where it 
concerns texts in which characters receive another role in the course of the story. 
In chapter 6 I try to get more insight into the original environment of the Deuteronomist 
and the Chronicler. The chronology Deuteronomist > Chronicler seems to reflect 
an increasing degree of literacy. The seemingly uncontrolled growth of figures of 
speech and above all of narrative motives in the latter's work can only have originated 
at a writer's desk and especially points to a reading public. More difficult is dating 
the activities of these authors, but an early-post-exilic and an early-hellenistic time 
of coming into being appear to be good candidates respectively; the roots of the division 
into petuchot and setumot, fitting especially in a literate context, may lie in the time 
of the Maccabees. 
Because the age of 130 years when according to 2 Chr 24:15 Jehoiada dies, does not 
agree with the limit of 120 years given in Gen 6:1-4, one can wonder if the Chronicler 
did not know the relevant passage or did not acknowledge it as canonic. Indeed Moses 
dies at an age of 120 years; the relevant passage has been attributed to J. On the contrary 
the ages of among others Abraham (175), Isaac (180) and Aaron (123) are said to 
originate from the pen of P. Possibly this discrepancy affirms existing suppositions 
that the final redaction and the canonization of the Law and the Prophets have come 
to pass not earlier than in the time of the Maccabees. 
Chapter 7 contains the conclusions. 
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