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DeDe volgende personen die direkt ofindirekï bij de totstandkoming van dit 
proefschriftproefschrift betrokken zijn geweest wil ik graag bedanken. 

ProfProf Dr. J.J. Piek. Dear Professor Piek. beste Jan. I am very grateful for your 
supportt throughout the preparation of this thesis. I always felt very welcome under 
yourr guidance and in your department. The first closer contact was when Niels 
proposedd to you that it would be a good idea for me to work a while at the AMC. 
youu immediately agreed and always supported the close collaboration between Bad 
Nauheimm and Amsterdam. During that time 1 had the opportunity to expand my 
knowledgee of collateral artery growth from the more iLbasic" mechanistic view to 
thee clinical aspects of arteriogenesis. Furthermore, I got to know you as a very 
competent,, loyal and supportive person concerning all aspects of research, including 
congresss meetings, study design and manuscript writing and processing. In this 
regard.. I would also like to thank you once again for your important suggestions for 
thee ICAM-manuscript that would probably still be under review if it hadn't been for 
yourr comments that made a rapid publication possible. It has been a great pleasure 
too have had you as the promoter of my thesis and 1 am indeed extremely grateful for 
alll  the help, support and suggestions that made this "proefschrift" to what it is now. 

Prof.Prof. Dr. W. Schaper. Dear Professor Schaper. It has been a great pleasure and a 
privilegee to undertake my first steps in the field of arteriogenesis under your 
supervision.. You are definitely, as Niels has already mentioned in his PhD thesis, 
thee "Godfather of Arteriogenesis" and you will be forever. I feel honored that you 
gavee me the possibility and the support to work in your institute and that has 
changedd my life forever. I am also very grateful that you supported the idea of a 
dutch-germann collaboration between the AMC and the Max-Planck-Institute that 
finallyfinally  allowed for this thesis. 

ProfProf Dr. J. Schaper. Dear Professor Schaper. Although I started at your husbands 
department,, I always felt welcome in your research group and 1 have very much 
profitedd from your support during the time in Bad Nauheim. Whenever questions 
arose,, concerning histological details or not. you had an open door and helped me 
whereverr possible. 

ProfProf Dr. Ch. Bode. Dear Professor Bode. I am very grateful for your support in 
Freiburg.. You not only made it possible to work in your department clinically but 
alsoo left space to continue the experimental work we started. It has been a pleasure 
too be part of your team. 

Prof.Prof. Dr. C. Ince. Dear Professor Ince. 1 am grateful four the support within your 
departmentt during my time in Amsterdam and the possibility to use your high-tech 
machines. . 

Prof.Prof. Dr. S. Pals. Dear Professor Pals. Thank you very much for the support with 
thee enclosed CD44 manuscript and for the evaluation of this thesis. 

Prof.Prof. Dr. P. Reitsma. Dear Professor Reitsma. I am very grateful for your critical 
revieww and evaluation of my "proefschrift". 
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Prof.Prof. Dr, J. Spaan. Dear Professor Spaan. It has been a pleasure to learn about a lot 
off  the different aspects of microsphere technology in your department. 

Prof.Prof. Dr. A. Wilde. Dear Professor de Wilde. I highly appreciate your efforts and 
criticall  review of my thesis. 

NielsNiels van Royen. Beste Niels. It has always been a great pleasure to work with you 
throughoutt the years in all the different places. Wherever we went, it was lots of fun 
andd I am glad that you joined us when we moved to Freiburg. I am very grateful for 
yourr and Marije 's friendship. When I came to Amsterdam you organized almost 
everythingg and you made sure that I was taken care of during my time there. You 
alsoo introduced Katja and me to the rest of your family and it has been a joy to 
watchh Bruno and Marius grow and I hope that we wil l have the opportunity to 
continuee doing so. Last but not least I would like to conclude that without your 
supportt this thesis wouldn't have been possible. 

IvoIvo Buschmann. Dear Ivo. We started almost at the same time in Bad Nauheim and 
sincee then this constellation has been very fruitful. I always regarded it as a team 
workk that also resulted in the Volks wag engrant that allowed us to build up a very 
constructivee lab with enormously eager students. Katja and I always enjoyed the 
friendshipp with you and Eva and I hope this will not stop with your move to Berlin, 
Yourr support and guidance very much promoted my career and I am looking 
forwardd to continuing this intense collaboration. I wish you and Eva a very good 
timee in the capital and that your expectations will be fulfilled. 

MichielMichiel Voskuil. Beste Michiel. Besides a few concrete projects we worked on 
together,, you have also always been very helpful with smaller and larger things. 
Wheneverr Niels was not there, you were also "in charge'' of taking care of Katja and 
mee in Amsterdam, which was always a great pleasure for us, 1 am very grateful for 
thee collaboration and I am happy that you made it possible to act as " 
duringg the defense of this thesis. I am looking forward to continuing our work and to 
stayingg in contact with you and Elsbeth. 

C.C. Keith Ozaki. Dear Keith. When we first met during the Keystone meeting in 
Santaa Fe, I remember everyone being astonished by your cool, relaxed, open and 
friendlyy appearance. It has always been a great pleasure to come to visit you and 
yourr family in Gainesville, where I got to know the best steaks ever - a tradition 
thatt should never stop. Furthermore, you took us to that amazing island of yours. In 
addition,, I would also very much like to thank the members of your lab, in particular 
Johnn and Zaher, who were an important part during our common projects. 

SebastianSebastian Grundmann. Dear Sebastian. Since your start in the catacombs of the 
surgeryy department you have become the most important co-worker and friend in 
thee lab. While you were busy with all kinds of stuff like preparing your exams etc.. 
youu always had the mind to discuss things and made it possible to perform 
experimentss despite the tight schedule of yours. Although nobody ever doubted. I 
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amm very happy that you finally passed your exams in such an outstanding way. I am 
suree that we will keep in close contact with you and Ulrike and 1 would be more 
thann happy to witness your promising career. Finally, 1 would like to add that I 
definitelyy owe you a lot for the last two years. 

JingJing Hua. Dear Jing. You are probably one of the most admirable persons I have 
everr met. Within your young life you already finished your medical school in China, 
camee to Germany and learned an almost perfect german within a year or so. This 
wentt on and you learned all techniques necessary for your experimental work in an 
amazinglyy short time. Despite your work at the lab, you managed to finish the 
germann medical school and when asked to wrork a few months in the States, there 
neverr was a moment of hesitation. I wish you all the best with your clinical career 
andd hope to stay in contact. 

FelixFelix Hedwig. Dear Felix. Under your calm, friendly and modest cover, you are an 
astoundinglyy eager person; a fact that 1 realized within the last months. It has been a 
greatt pleasure for me to have worked with you and I was again and again surprised 
byy your persistence, once you started a project. Furthermore, you were a very 
importantt part of social life in the lab and the most important person concerning all 
matterss of modern communication. 

StephanStephan Schirmer. Dear Stephan, For me. you will always remain the master of 
gettingg free-of-charge samples of all kinds of lab stuff. Although all students in the 
labb were always very eager, you are likely the keenest and most ambitious. 

BenjaminBenjamin Meder. Dear Benjamin. Despite your modesty. I never had any doubt 
aboutt your abilities. Building the "Bratwurstmaker" was great fun and I am grateful 
forr your help with this project. You have always been extremely reliable and always 
foundd a nice way for telling me the impossibility of some of my often fancy ideas 
withh this machine. 

SusannSusann Ulusans. Dear Susann. You have been, apart from being friend, a very 
importantt part of many projects within the last two years. Without you, some of 
thesee projects probably wouldn't have been possible, at least not within this time 
frame.. It has been great fun to work with you. Furthermore, Katja and I have had the 
pleasuree to learn that you are the german version of Jamie Oliver, and we are 
lookingg forward to being invited by you and Erik to many more dinner evenings. 

ElenaElena Ninci and Marco Jost. Dear Elena, Dear Marco. It has been a pleasure 
workingg with you in Freiburg. Dear Elena, you have been a very important person 
forr all the students in the lab. not only scientifically, but also by taking care of the 
welfaree of everybody. Dear Marco, 1 wish you all the best for your new position and 
II  do sincerely hope that there wil l be an ongoing collaboration to finish some of our 
mostt interesting projects in the near and the far future. 

CarolineCaroline Berghartl Dear Caroline. Although we had a somewhat mixed-up start 
duee to the setup of the new methods, our collaboration prospered. Even more 
important,, it developed to a friendship I do not want to miss. I am very sorry that 
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youu finally left us, but I am sure that we will not lose sight and stay in contact with 
youu and Hannes. 

StephanieStephanie Fischer and Susanne Hartmann. Dear Steffi, Dear Susi. As the lab's 
technicians,, you both had great parts in the work and the resulting publications. You 
havee been very important for the lab, due to your knowledge, supervision of the lab 
andd for always keeping the people in a good mood by organizing various social 
events.. Dear Steffi, I am looking forward to working with you in Freiburg. Dear 
Susi,, 1 hope everything in Berlin develops as wanted. 

Jan-PhilipJan-Philip Andert, Imke Bergmann and Caroline Kempf. You are all very talented 
researcherss and I hope that none of you will stop doing research after finishing your 
theses.. Dear Imke, your nice littl e stories of your wild youth have always been very 
funnyy and interesting. 1 have to admit, although I like to tell them in a slightly 
"developed""  version, nobody tells them better than you. 

MartijnMartijn  Meuwissen and Steven Chamuleau. Beste Martijn, Beste Steven. You 
welcomedd me in Amsterdam in the best way. Together with Niels and Michiel you 
madee this a great and unforgettable experience and it is always a great pleasure to 
meett you at meetings etc. which "revives" the good memories of my time in 
Amsterdam. . 

Hans-Martin,Hans-Martin, Astrid and Sara. Dear Sara. I have very much enjoyed coming back to 
Freiburg,, although more or less accidentally, as that gave me the chance to be in 
closerr contact to you. Dear Hans-Martin and Astrid, you always supported me when 
II  wanted to study medicine after finishing my "Zivildienst" and during medical 
school.. Although you sometimes nagged me with completing my thesis, I actually 
cannott remember a single time where you did not support any decision 1 made 
concerningg my professional career. 

Judy.Judy. Dear Judy. You were always very supportive during my way through 
university,, Bad Nauheim, Amsterdam and Freiburg. I would like to thank you for 
yourr patience with my (from your point of view) sometimes hard to understand 
decisions.. I am very happy that you welcomed Katja in such a nice way, which 
madee the (re-)start in Freiburg much easier. 

Katja.Katja. Liebe Katja. Wahrend meines gesamten Studiums und der Doktorarbeit, egal 
obb in Bad Nauheim, Amsterdam oder Freiburg, hast Du mir geholfen und mich 
beraten.. Ohne Dich hatte ich damals nicht in Bad Nauheim begonnen und ware 
vermutlichh nun nicht an diesem Punkt angelangt. Da Du die wichtigsle Person in 
meinemm Leben geworden bist und aufgrund Deiner grenzenlosen Untcrstützung ist 
Dirr dieses Buch gewidmet. 
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