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Summary y 

Catholics,, Church and the Secular World: 
Roermondd and Helmond in the Long Nineteenth Century 

Thee Dutch Roman Catholic zuil (pillar) during the first half of the twentieth century is usually 
seenn as being monolithic. It is assumed that, under the strict guidance of the episcopate, the 
Catholicc section of the population formed a religious, political and sociocultural unity. The 
presentt study focuses on the conflicts between the different types of Catholics that make up 
thiss ostensible unity. The relationship between Church and World will be the guiding per-
spective;; how did the opinions, persons, institutions and symbols that were associated with 
thee Catholic Church interrelate with the opinions, persons, institutions and symbols that 
featuredd in other fields of society? 

Inn order to observe the different types of Catholics and the relationship between Church 
andd World, research was conducted in two towns that, to all practical intents and purposes, 
weree homogenously Catholic: Roermond, in the Dutch province of Limburg, and Helmond, 
inn the province of Noord-Brabant. 

Bothh in Roermond and in Helmond, two urban municipalities in the south of the Nether-
lands,, the Catholics constituted a large and stable segment of the population (around 95% be-
tweenn 1850 and 1930). In many other respects, the two towns display different patterns. Roer-
mondd was an ecclesiastical center, its economy built on trade and services. Helmond, on the 
otherr hand, had developed into an industrial town by the end of the nineteenth century. The 
dichotomyy between rich people and poor people was extreme. The most important sectors of 
industryy were the textile and metallurgical industries, branches that were primarily in need of 
aa low-paid and low-educated workforce. In Roermond, the trading relations and the influence 
off  migrants contributed to the rise of a dynamic and 'open' community with an intellectual 
elite.. In contrast, Helmond remained culturally isolated for a long time, and corporate life 
heree developed late. These differences between Roermond and Helmond affect this study, 
especiallyy in its timeline. Chronologically, the two parts of this book overlap only partially. 

InIn Roermond, the first half of the nineteenth century was characterisedd by political and ad-
ministrativee disorder, which was partly caused by the fact that the town was alternately a part 
off  France, the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany. The Catholic Church found itself in the 
positionn of being alternately privileged, banned, tolerated and reinstated. The early part of the 
firstt half of the century saw the emergence of a core group of enlightened citizens, who were 
mostlyy natives of Germany and of the Northern regions of the Netherlands and whose ideas 
addedd a touch of liberalism to the town. By 1850, liberalism had become the dominant ideo-
logyy within the indigenous Catholic elite. Some argued vehemently for a separation of Church 
andd State.This led to some anticlericalism, especially since the Catholic Church was hardly 
convincedd during this period that its activities should be contained within the doors of the 
churchh building. 
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Inn the third quarter of the nineteenth century, the Church in Roermond was still able to 
keepp control of many aspects of the lives of the faithful. After the restoration of the episcopal 
hierarchyy in 1853, Roermond was once again an episcopal town. J.A. Paredis, who had been 
activee within the parish since 1830, occupied the episcopal see. On a cultural level, as well as 
inn the press and on the educational front, the Church had to deal with local initiatives that 
weree instigated by liberals. Although these initiatives could be seen as the first threats to its 
supremacy,, the Church was initially able to parry them. 

Bishopp Paredis' strategy in addressing this situation was geared towards a reconciliation 
betweenn the parties involved. In the field of education, he preferred public education to spe-
ciall  religious schools. The bishop was also very actively involved in politics, preferring mode-
ratee liberals to the group of Catholics who remained very much attached to the Church and 
whoo wanted to put an end to the cooperation between liberals and Catholics. 

Eventually,, the bishop's strategy of keeping the several factions together was bound to fail. 
Thee papal struggle against the unification of Italy (the Roman issue) was an important factor 
inn ending the cooperation between the Catholics and the liberals. Subsequently, the Church 
employedd a new strategy. Roermond's bishop Paredis, who had always seen himself as repre-
sentingg the 'general aspect' of the town and as being uninvolved in party politics, adopted a 
moree pronounced stance with regard to the liberal faction. Two distinct subcultures subse-
quentlyy emerged in Roermond: one was denominational-Catholic, the other liberal-Catholic. 
Or,, in other words: one consisted of Catholics who were associated with tiie Church, the other 
consistedd of Catholics who were associated with the World. Each subculture had its own elec-
torall  association, its own local newspaper and its own secondary school. 

Thee change in strategy by the Roermond clergy after 1870 led to a change in the character 
off  the conflicts between Church and World. The conflicts that arose up until around 1870 can 
bee categorised as 'integral conflicts', in which the Church strove to seek confirmation of its 
dominancee in several fields of society. After 1870, the conflicts can be described as 'border 
conflicts',, which centered around the question where exactly the (by now universally accep-
ted)) borderline between the two spheres of life should be drawn. 

Whilee the conflict between Church and State in Roermond went through its crucial stages 
inn the years between 1870 and 1875, similar conflicts in Helmond did not occur until after the 
turnn of the century. Therefore, the second part of this study focuses on a different period. As 
aa result, the battles in Helmond were fought on different fields of society than those in Roer-
mondd had been. Whereas in Roermond religious, cultural and political issues led to conflicts, 
Helmondd also saw socioeconomic tensions rise. 

Inn the second half of the nineteenth century, Helmond developed into an industrial town. 
Thiss was initiated by a small group of industrial entrepeneurs. These were predominantly Pro-
testantss who had come to Helmond from Germany or from the north of the Netherlands. Li-
beralismm got a foothold, both in a political and in an economic sense. This liberalism, how-
ever,, was more conservative than progressive in character. The radical-progressive element 
andd the anticlerical element (that had been active in Roermond) were negligible factors in 
Helmond.. The elite consisted of the clergy and the Catholic entrepeneurs. Occasionally, a 
strayy Protestant would be added to the town council, to cultural societies or to the organising 
committeee of an upcoming party. 

Att the beginning of the twentieth century, a new elite formed in Helmond. It consisted of 
workers,, members of the social middle classes that had long been missing from the town due 
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too the extreme dichotomy between rich and poor. This movement of workers, in which the 
journalistt and politician Jos van Wei played an important part, was primarily geared toward 
achievingg better economic conditions for the working classes. Looking beyond that, it had 
alsoo articulated some political goals. This movement met the conservative and isolationist 
philospophyy of the clergy and the Catholic elite of industrial entrepeneurs with a much more 
open,, socially oriented outlook, which was inspired by the encyclical letter 'Rerum Novarum' 
andd by the principles of democracy. The movement also developed its own views on the rela-
tionshipp between Church and World. Although these views, which served as an alternative to 
thee ideas of the old elite, were explicidy Catholic in nature, they broke with tradition by con-
testingg the dominance of the clergy. 

Inn the second and third decades of the twentieth century, these two different views clashed 
withh each other. The new elite that evolved out of the movement of workers adopted the mo-
nikerr 'Roman Catholic Democracy'. Having won a majority in Helmond's town council, it be-
camee increasingly successful in steering the town's policies. In 1917/1918 a conflict arose 
whenn the council, led by alderman Van Wei and mayor Marinus van Hout, allowed the expan-
sionn of the neutral secondary school (the State-H.B.s.) in town. The clergy and the elite of Ca-
tholicc entrepeneurs immediately endeavored to annul this council decision. After failing to do 
so,, they started a secondary school with a Catholic foundation (the Roman Catholic H.B.S.). Si-
multaneously,, a second electoral association was founded to compete with the one that was 
presidedd over by Jos van Wei. 

Justt like it had happened half a century earlier in Roermond, two distinct subcultures emer-
gedd in Helmond, each with its own electoral association, its own local newspaper and its own 
secondaryy school. Another similarity was that, just as in Roermond, a change in strategy by 
thee local clergy had caused this development. In both cases, the old elite distanced itself from 
itss claims to the 'general interest', defined its opponent as a 'competitor' and fought him me-
asuree for measure. 

Thee aforementioned change in strategy by the Church can be seen as a necessary phase that 
enabledd the later verzuiling (pillarisation or denominational segregation). At a local level, it 
wass necessary for all the parties involved to realise that there was indeed a separation between 
thee territories of Church and World before a battle could be fought over the question where 
thee line of demarcation between those two spheres should be drawn. The fact that, on a na-
tionall  level, the Catholic zuil turned out to be very successful in that struggle conceals the in-
ternall  conflicts between the different types of Catholics that preceded that struggle locally. 

(Translation:: Robert Neugarten) 
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