
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

The catalytic machinery of hydrogenases.

Kurkin, S.

Publication date
2003

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Kurkin, S. (2003). The catalytic machinery of hydrogenases. [Thesis, fully internal, Universiteit
van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:26 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/the-catalytic-machinery-of-hydrogenases(fae23e37-d01a-49f4-9ede-7c2abf0058af).html


135 5 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS S 

Writingg this thesis was not just about performing experiments. It was more about working 
togetherr with other people and learning from each other. First of all, I would like to 
acknowledgee all members of my promotion committee for reading my thesis and providing me 
withh useful comments and critics. I can certainly say that during 4 years of my work in the lab 
off  Siem Albracht, I did learn a lot not only about hydrogenases and biochemistry... Dear Siem. 
II  guess those 4 years were difficult for both of us, but we managed to get through and I am 
happyy everything at the end worked out. I think we did learn a lot from each other. I certainly 
didd learn a lot from you and I consider those 4 years I have worked with you being very 
productive.. Writing this thesis was a lot of work. I am really grateful to you for your help with 
writing,, and I think our discussions and ideas exchange gave a good result. As I always said, 
writingg in a publication-acceptable language is difficult , but writing in a non-native language 
iss even more difficult . But I should say the outcome of the work is really good, and hope it all 
thee important data is documented for the future. I am also grateful for all support with settling 
downn and helping me to get to know Dutch cultural things and learning Dutch language. 

Forr the past 4 years Swammerdam Institute has changed a lot. Even its name was changed 
severall  times. During those 4 years I have worked with a lot of different people and I had real 
funn working with them. Winfriend was really helpful during all those 4 years: making old 
equipmentt to work and being always the one to check if the column did not run dry during 
myy enzyme purifications. I wish lots of great day with Melania. Lots of success with all your 
workk and hope we wil l get for a beer occasionally. Next, of course, I should mention Bart 
Faber,, who arrived in our lab a year after I started my PhD and introduced me to a lot of new 
usefull  and not that useful stuff. I did have a really great time working with you and I wish you 
lotss of luck in your life, and remember: success is a choice... Finally, my two great colleagues 
Boriss Bleijlevens (I really hope I learned to write you last name correctly for the last 4 
years...hehe)) and Eddy van der Linden. You were really great people to work with and I am 
reallyy happy we kept a good atmosphere at the lab. I really have to acknowledge Eddy for 
spendingg hours editing the Dutch translation of the summary of this thesis. You did a really 
greatt job—putt ing the words together in right order is indeed an ART.. .And finally... To all 
thee people who worked during those 4 years on the first floor of BCP Jansen Building: BIG 
HUG.. A special BIG HUG to Zulfi and Naoko for being not only great colleagues, but also 
veryy helpful friends. I really hope everything in this life works out for both of you. And for 
anyonee else I did not mention name here to all of you good luck and do not forget to keep in 
touch. . 

Besidess the lab in Amsterdam I have worked in two other great places. The first one lies in the 
quiett city of Norwich in the lab of prof. Roger Thorneley. I really had a good time working 
withh great house-made SF-FTIR machine, assembled by handy Simon George. I have to thank 
Simonn George for lots of interesting ideas we have got during our work and the passion to test 
themm experimentally. I think we had a very efficient collaboration that led to two great 
chapterss of this thesis and put lots of new questions for the future. Also, I would like to thank 
allall the people I meet during my stay in Norwich, even those who do not remember me any 
moree (hehe lost of strangers coming over time to time. ..I know) and my big special thank to 
Adamm Terner for guiding me in exciting city of Norwich. 

Thee other half of the research was done together with the group of Dr. Reiner Hedderich from 
Marburg.. Although a lot of questions about Ech are not yet answered, we did manage to get as 
closee as we could to the understanding this special enzyme. People in the lab in Marburg did a 
greatt job providing us in Amsterdam with freshly prepared enzyme. Joern Meuer did lots of 



136 6 

workk preparing a lot of those samples and making sure that there is always enzyme to put in 
EPRR machine. I also want to thank all people from the lab in Marburg, in particular Joern, for 
makingg my stay in Marburg interesting and of course for introducing me to the local beer © . .. 

Finallyy I would like to express my warmest feelings to all my friends who helped me during my 
difficul tt 4 years of living in Amsterdam. Without you guys it would not be possible to get to 
thiss moment. I want to say LOUD HELLO to everyone who lived or still lives in our great 
apartmentt on van Woustraat in Amsterdam and hope we wil l all keep in touch even though 
wee are in different parts of the world right now: Florent, Elizabeth, Lisa, Tom, Nina, Clare.... 
Wee became good friends and it was making grey rainy days in Amsterdam much brighter. My 
greatt friend Claudius... thank you for being really supportive during all those years I know 
you... .1 do not think I could have make it through to this point without your support.. .1 wish 
youu all that you wish for yourself© And of course to all my friends I did not mention names 
heree Thank you all! 

Amsterdam,, 2003 



r r 



^ ^ 


