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Chapterr 13 

THANKK YOU! 

Inn the Talmud, it says somewhere that everybody has its angels and everybody is 
somebody'ss angel. I am very lucky, in the sense that I have many such angels. Their 
kindd and often unselfish help to this work is more than appreciated. 

Inn the first place I want to thank my promotor Prof. Rranse; in the truest 
sensee "a professor and a gentleman". Thank you for so many things! Prof. De 
Chatell  I would like to thank in particular for our many battles in wit, mind and ideas. 
Bee aware he has a secret weapon, his reading glasses. He has such an elegant way of 
playingg with them that one can get totally distracted. I am grateful to Anne for his 
help.. To Prof. Maan I am thankful for his patience. 

I tt is in particular Jan's fatherly guidance and his personal interest which saved 
thee day more than once. He will recognize many of the arguments and formulations. 
Yourr help and support, our discussions on physics, other personal matters and the 
meaningg of bitterballen are memorable. Thank you! 

Herko,, I really enjoyed our teamwork. In my book you are one of the greatest 
wizardss with inserts. Thank you for teaching me some of your magic. I hope you 
didd not find my theorizing too boring. 

Andd than there is good old Peter for whom no experimental ocean is too wide. 
II  really enjoyed our large Chinese dinners with the sousing music of running magnets 
inn the background. 

Uli ,, for me you are the uncrowned king for getting the most Tesla's out of 
thee amount of cooling power available and cutting experimental corners in the safest 
wayy (although you should maybe stop doing it with Helium vessels). Thank you for 
lettingg me profit from your talents. 

Thann there are the guardian angels of the magnet laboratory; Jos Rook Lijni s 
Nelemans,, Harry Balster, Hung van Luong and Martha. In particular I want to 
mentionn here Klaas van Hulst, who I will remember as one of the kindest persons I 
everr met. They were always willing to help me, even with the stupidest of problems. 

Too Elma and Jos I am thankful for helping me with computer and personal 
crises s 

Ton,, my friend, how are your feelings, printer-wise? And Marc never forget, 
doo not feed other people's monkeys too much. Sjoerd I miss our discussions about 
physicss and the meaning of it all. I hope you find all the glory you deserve. 
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Too George Bruls, I am still thankful for his invitation to Frankfurt. I share 
hiss taste in simplicity and elegance. 

Sasha,, I still remember that you stopped me in my tracks on the large staircase 
att the Van der Waals Zeeman laboratory speaking words along the lines of "Let's 
nott care what other people think and just do it" . Thank you for teaching me the 
basicss in mental-pirating skills. 

Too John Singleton and Andrey Geim I am thankful for taking the time to 
discuss. . 

I tt is in particular Sigi Straessler, the smartest brain in the west, which I want 
too thank for taking a closer look at my ideas and taking them a step further. It was 
aa privilege to see the master at work. 

II  also want to mention all those fellow workers not already mentioned, who, 
overr the years, turned into good friends, such as: Niels, Alex, Benno, Maaike, 
Magteld,, Ceciel, Fausto, Cecilia, Fausto, Joop, Freddy, Jan and many more It 
iss hard to thank you all at this place, but please do not think I forgot you. 

AA special place in all this is taken by Judith. 
Daddy,, I would like to thank you for not just being my father. Hein, thank 

you,, and not just for making the fourth of July such an unforgettable day. Thank 
you!!  Marianne, I am looking forward to seeing you again. Thomas, Stella, Hans 
andd Linde you heard the story of my thesis so many times. Thank you, for being so 
patientt with me. 

II  only just started, there are many more angles. I t would be almost undoable 
too thank them all. Therefore I would like to finish with a general, and well meant, 

THANKK YOU!!! 


