UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Feature grammar systems. Incremental maintenance of indexes to digital media
warehouses
Windhouwer, M.A.

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Windhouwer, M. A. (2003). Feature grammar systems. Incremental maintenance of indexes to digital media
warehouses Amsterdam

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s) and/or copyright holder(s),
other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please let the Library know, stating
your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask
the Library: http://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam,
The Netherlands. You will be contacted as soon as possible.

UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (http://dare.uva.nl)

Download date: 15 Nov 2018

Acknowledgments s
"It's"It's just a job. Grass grows, birdsfty,waves pound the sand. I beat people up."
Muhammadd Ali
Whenn I was a little boy a fascination for collecting and indexing collections already popped
up.. A small card-tray, a leftover from my dad's administration, was soon filled with a card
forr each book in my small, but steadily growing, library. And when thefirstcomputer entered
myy life, a borrowed old P2000, a catalog program was one of thefirstMBasic programs build.
Throughoutt the years when older stuff exited and newer hard- and software entered replacing
instantiationss of this catalog program were devised, e. g. in Pascal and Clipper. So when, in
1996,11 was looking for a master's project it was not too strange to accept a project in the area
off database management.
Thiss project on the parallelization of data mining queries brought me in, sometimes a bit
hard,, contact with the Monet database kernel prototype. Enjoying the interaction and freedom
withinn the database group at CWI and the UvA, I was happy to take the opportunity, after
finishingfinishing my master's thesis, to join.
Beingg tired of writing text, but not of code, I became a scientific system developer. My task
wass to build the Acoi image crawler for the AMIS project. However, soon it turned out that
thee developing ideas could function as the basis for a PhD. In the beginning of 1997 the DMW
projectt was started, and I started as a PhD student at CWI. So writing text was, again, one, or
evenn the, main tasks, and the results of my efforts are in your hands. However, many people
hadd major influence on these results, and it is my honor to thank them all in thisfinalpart of the
thesis. .
Firstt of all I like to thank my promotor Martin Kersten. Just like many of my colleagues
hee sent me on my research way with a, in this case developed together with Niels Nes, first
prototype.. Although there is not much of the source code left the underlying ideas proved
aa fertile basis. In the years not only many CVS messages asked Martin's attention, but also
manyy versions of the various chapters and sections of this thesis. Thanks for the constructive
commentss and the unwearying attention for my English spelling and sentence structure.
Thee thesis was approved by the committee members: Peter Apers, Paul de Bra, Peter van
Emdee Boas and Paul Klint. I like to express my appreciation for their willingness to study this
thesis,, and thank them for their constructive comments.
Largee parts, if not the complete thesis, would not have been written without the constructive
environmentt the DMW project turned out to be. I thank Albrecht Schmidt, Roelof van Zwol,
Milann Petkovic and Arno Knobbe, my fellow DMW PhD students, for their cooperation. Althoughh it was a busy and stressful period, I have fun memories of the time we spent building the

188 8

Acknowledgments Acknowledgment

Australiann Open search engine and our trip to VLDB in Rome to demonstrate it. Thanks also go
too the other DMW project members throughout the years. Special thanks and appreciation go to
Arjenn de Vries for giving this most fruitful period of the DMW project direction and continuous
encouragement. .
II was glad with several other opportunities to improve the Acoi system. Starting with a huge
handd drawn "feature grammar", which I cherish in my archive, The Rijksmuseum case study
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