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Curriculum vitae 

The author was born in Leiderdorp. The Netherlands, on January 14. 1974. After pri
mary and secondary education he studied physics, mathematics and astronomy at Utrecht 
University, passing the propaedeutic examination (cum laude) in each of these subjects 
in 1993. After this, he continued his studies in physics and mathematics, graduating in 
theoretical physics in 1998 under the supervision of prof. E, Verlinde, with a master's 
thesis on the subject of matrix theory. ("From string theory to matrix theory - searching 
for the Theory of EveryString") 

In the same year, the author started his PhD research, in the subject of mathematical 
physics, and more specifically in a research project aimed at a better understanding of 
extended objects in string theory. This research was done partly at the Spinoza Institute 
at Utrecht University, and partly at the Institute for Theoretical Physics at Amsterdam 
University. In the spring of 2002, the author also stayed at Princeton University for 
a month, visiting prof. Verlinde. The result of this research is the PhD thesis you are 
holding now. written under the supervision of prof. R. Dijkgraaf and prof. E. Verlinde. 

During his time as a PhD-student. the author visited several workshops and conferences 
in the Netherlands and abroad (Leuven. Trieste. Cargèse). and presented his work by 
giving talks in Utrecht. Amsterdam. Groningen. Nijmegen and Cargèse. The research also 
resulted in three publications, which can be found as [32]. [74] and [76] in the references. 

Besides doing research, the author has had a lot of teaching experience, both as a tutor for 
pupils in secondary education, and in teaching so-called ••werkcolleges" (exercise classes) 
for undergraduate students. Moreover, he is a passionate "QTMilarizer of science, giving 
over 100 talks for non-physicist audiences (often consisting of children or adolescents) on 
subjects in astronomy, physics and mathematics. 

After obtaining his PhD. the author will continue his research as a postdoctoral fellow at 
Uppsala University in Sweden. 

215 




