
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Top quark production at hadron colliders

Phaf, L.K.

Publication date
2004

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Phaf, L. K. (2004). Top quark production at hadron colliders. [Thesis, externally prepared,
Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:24 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/top-quark-production-at-hadron-colliders(30dc6f0c-0a75-45e8-90ea-f55b63bc4bb3).html


Acknowledgements s 

Let'ss start at the beginning. I would like to thank Frits Berends for putting forward 
thee option of doing a combined theoretical/experimental PhD thesis, and for getting 
mee in contact with Eric Laenen and Frank Linde. I thank Frank and Eric for giving 
mee this opportunity. 

Inn the first two years, I worked in the NIKHEF theory group. There I worked 
togetherr with Stefan Weinzierl, who, with endless patience, explained me how to do 
thee calculations. The daily support from Eric in this period was also highly appreciated, 
andd so were the additional explanations by Sven Moch. My fellow PhD students Tim 
Eynckk and Tino Nyawelo were great fun to talk to and hang out with. 

II  would also like to mention our friends Peter Overduin and Aart Draijer here. 
Althoughh they have nothing to do with physics, they were a great help, which included 
offeringg me and my wife (and our four suitcases) a place to stay the four weeks that 
wee were homeless before we left for Chicago. 

Arrivingg at Fermi lab, it was great to be supported by all the PhD students from 
ourr group. I would like to especially mention Paul Balm and Onne Peters, who got me 
upp to speed in the complicated world of D0. Onne was also a very good neighbor, with 
whoo we spent a lot of evenings. We also have a lot of nice memories from Friday night 
dinner+drinks+moviess together with Martijn Mulders, Michiel Sanders and whoever 
wantedd to come along. 

Duringg my 18 month stay at Fermilab, I recieved lots of good advice from Marcel 
Demarteau.. Although he was very busy, he always found time for friday afternoon 
visitss to our office. After I decided to switch analysis subject, la Iashvili helped me get 
startedd with the top pair cross section analysis. While doing this analysis, I recieved 
lotss of good advice and help from Daniel Whiteson and Markus Klute, two of my fellow 
analyzers. . 

Inn the second summer at Fermilab, besides work, we spent most of our time on Lake 
Michigan,, racing on Rainbow's End. A special thanks go to her skipper, Steven Fink, 
andd fellow crew members Darren Beck and Amy Guajardo for making this the best 
summerr ever. And let's not forget the shore crew, Kristina and Lisa, for the hospitality 
andd the cookies! 

Alll  good things have to end, so in December 2002 we came back to the Netherlands. 



176 6 Acknowledgements s 

Theree I again kept Onne and Paul from their work with my endless questions. When it 
camee to the thesis writing stage. Paul de Jong did a great job by quickly proofreading 
endlesss iterations of the chapters of my thesis. 

Throughh all this, the support of my parents, brother and wife was unconditional. 


