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Thiss thesis consists of a number  of essays on political and experimental 
economics.. The objective of the research presented in these essays is 
two-fold.. First, to develop bounded rational models of interest groups 
thatt  account for  the emergence and development of interest groups and 
engenderr  well-established macro-phenomena, like fluctuations in group 
sizes,, clustering of political opinions or  separation in electoral parties' 
platforms.. The second research objective is to explore the nature of 
motivationss that drives individual behavior  in certain experimental 
economicc environments, to test the existing models, and to develop a 
theoryy that formalizes and better  fit s the data. Parts I and II , respectively, 
presentt  the results of our  efforts to meet these objectives. The importance 
off  this research is related to substantial evidence - in particular , generated 
byy scrupulous research in the laboratory - falsifying the paradigm of the 
full yy rational and narrowly self-interested agent ('homo economicus'). 
Thee models developed in this thesis should be seen as tentative building 
blockss to the development of a more satisfactory theory of (political) 
economicc behavior. 

Vjollc aa Sadiraj  studied mathematics at the University of Tirana, Albania. 
Afterr  her  graduation, she was appointed as an assistant-researcher  at 
thee department of Mathematics at the Faculty of Natural Sciences at the 
Universityy of Tirana. In September  1997 she joined CREED, the Center  for 
Researchh in Experimental Economics and political Decisionmaking, at the 
Universityy of Amsterdam in the PhD program of the Tinbergen Institute. 
Herr  research interests include political and experimental economics, 
agent-basedd modeling and complex-system theories. 
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