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PREFACE 

I read Economics at Cambridge University and received an MA degree in 1961. My career 
was in the financial sector in the City of London and my work on John Julius Angerstein has 
been a retirement project. My original interest was in family history, and I have been a 
member of the Society of Genealogists for many years. As I began to study Angerstein, I 
came to realise that here was a man who had an interesting and many-sided life and yet who 
had largely been ignored by biographers. Having carried on the project for a considerable 
time on my own, I decided to approach Professor John Pollard of Anglia Polytechnic 
University. He was encouraging about my work as it was then and introduced me to Miss 
Clarissa Campbell Orr, Senior Lecturer in History at APU, whose guidance, particularly on 
structure, has been especially valuable: in addition she has provided me with a number of 
references and has obtained useful comments on my work from academic colleagues. 

Nearly all my reading of printed material has been done in, or with books borrowed from, 
the Cambridge University Library, where the staff have invariably been most helpful. The 
same has been true of the archives that I have visited or corresponded with: these are listed in 
the Footnotes and the Bibliography. In addition I have had help, encouragement and 
information from many people including Helga Angerstein, Otto Angerstein, Dr Jan 
Bondeson, Dr Paul Bowles, Dan Byrnes, Dr Linda Chamney, Peter Cox, Professor Anthony 
Cross, Professor Martin Daunton, Cyril Fry, Jim Gawler, Dr David Greathead, Pam Hendy, 
John Kendall, Clifford Manning, Gerry Moore and the Weeting History Group, Judy Opitz, 
Dr James Raven, John Rivaz, Cora Schieffer, Professor Paul Trescott, the Walesby Village 
Society and Dr Humphrey Wine of the National Gallery. 

My family, and in particular my wife Julia, have been unfailingly supportive and have 
become accustomed to eating their meals under the watchful gaze of John Julius Angerstein, 
whose portrait, copied from the original by Sir Thomas Lawrence, looks benevolently down 
on the dining table. The opinions expressed, and the errors and omissions are mine alone. 
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