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CHAPTERR 2 

Thee Middl e Voice as a Complex Network Category 

Inn the first chapter, I set out Langacker's Complex Network Category Model. The most 
importantt components of this model were abstract schema, elaboration, extension, and 
prototypeprototype (sections 1.2.1, 1.2.2.). In section 1.2.2, it was argued that the Greek middle 
voicee category may be analyzed insightfully as a complex network category. In this 
approach,, the middle voice is seen as a polysemous network of interrelated meanings. The 
abstractt schema, embodying the semantic commonality of all middle meanings, can be 
characterizedd as qffectedness of the subject. The different middle meanings can, in turn, be 
viewedd as elaborations of this abstract schema. 

Inn this chapter, the structure of the network of the middle voice in Ancient Greek 
wil ll  be analyzed. I will propound a classification of middle uses, and I will describe the 
semanticss of each middle meaning in more detail. We will see that the most essential 
semanticc properties relate to the subject, and especially to the subject's semantic role. 
Furthermore,, for each middle meaning I will try to ascertain to which other middle 
meaningg it is related. The main criterion for establishing a relation between two middle 
typess is to assess whether or not they have salient semantic properties in common. In 
somee cases, subsidiary criteria are used. For example, semantic changes can indicate 
semanticc relatedness; when it can be established that a certain verb first belonged to type 
A,, and then to type B, it can be assumed that type A and B are semantically related. This 
analysiss will finally result in a semantic map of the Greek middle voice, representing a 
networkk consisting of the various middle uses and their semantic interrelations. The final 
issuee that will be addressed in this chapter concerns the category prototype. It will be 
investigatedd which of the middle uses can be regarded as the most salient member of the 
category. . 

Thee middle uses to be discussed are the passive middle (2.1.1), the spontaneous 
processs middle (2.1.2), the mental process middle (2.1.3), the body motion middle (2.1.4), 
thee collective motion middle (2.1.5), the reciprocal middle (2.1.6), the direct reflexive 
middlee (2.1.7), the perception middle (2.1.8), the mental activity middle (2.1.9), the speech 
actt middle (2.1.10), the indirect reflexive middle (2.1.11). The uses that are discussed first 
(2.1.11 - 2.1.5) predominantly have a passive aorist form in -(9)r|-, whereas the uses 
discussedd last (2.1.6 - 2.1.11) generally have a sigmatic middle aorist. 
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2.11 A Classification of Middl e Usage Types 

2.1.11 Passive Middl e 

Inn a typical passive clause, the patient is assigned subject-status.69 The agent is rarely ex-
pressedd by an explicit noun-phrase70. Essential is, however, that an agent-participant is 
conceptuallyconceptually present, but pragmatically deemphasized. 

(1)) èyo> 8' wc*  èxOpov (...) ^ppit/SuTiv (Dem. 21.74) 
II  was assaulted by an enemy. 

(2)) ó \ir\  öapelq avGpamo*; o\> Jiaiöeuexai (Men. Mon. 411) 
Thee man that has not been thrashed gets no education. 

Examplee (2) is a proverb, and it has a generic agent. Generic agents are typically left 
implicit.. Yet, the presence of an agent is still conceived of, due to the inherent lexical 
semanticss of the verbs 8épco and rcaiSeucu which both denote events that are externally 
initiated. . 

Passivee clauses can also contain an instrument or a cause. 

(3)) TOVTOV 5rj CDV TOV "Ax-uv ormouvei xcp Kpoiaco ó oveipoq, dx; arcoAiei uiv al%uT\ 
atÖTipérjj  pAjiOévra (Hdt. 1.34.3) 
Itt was concerning this Atys that the dream communicated with Cyrus, namely, that he would lose him 
strickenn by an iron spear-point. 

(4)) vóacp T£ yap ênté^ovTO (...) (Th. 7.47.2) 
Forr they were distressed by sickness (...). 

Thee passive interpretation of these clauses is primarily based on the lexical semantics of 
thee verbs $vXhxa and rcté^co that necessarily imply an external initiating agent. In (3), the 
dativee constituent must be interpreted as an instrument. The identity of the future slayer of 
hiss son Atys - the implicit agent of (JAjiöévxa - is not revealed to Croesus in his dream. In 
thiss way, the audience is deliberately kept in suspense by the narrator. This type of 
expression,, with an instrument and an unspecified agent, resembles expressions in which 

699 In Classical Greek, there are passives of which the subject corresponds with a genitive or dative 
complementt in the active construction, e.g. émpVutauü) TIV(, apx<o TIVO<;, fkmGeu) twi , KaxayeXdü) xivóq, 
óAiyGopécoo TIVÓC,, rcoXeuico TIVI , <p0ové(o xivi (cf. K-G, I: 124-5, Mulder 1988, Rijksbaron 19942: 136, Conti 
Jiménezz 1998). It is noteworthy that the second arguments are typically human, i.e. entities that are natural 
discoursee topics. This possibly explains that they are capable of being selected as subjects. In addition, the 
semanticc feature of affectedness may be relevant. Many verbs that allow this type of passives designate a 
'negative'' emotional attitude towards the second participant ((pGovéco tivi) , or imply an exertion of 
force/powerr (noXeueo) TIVI , apxw xivóq). Thus, the second participant can be said to be affected ('patient-
like'). . 

700 The infrequency of explicit agent-phrases is born out by the figures given by Rijksbaron (19942: 138): 
off  the 22 passive instances in Herodotus, the agent is expressed only twice. For a discussion, from a 
diachronicall  perspective, of the different morphosyntactic alternatives of expressing the agent in a passive 
clause,, I refer to Jankuhn (1969: 101-11). 
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ann external agent is not conceived of altogether, as in (4). The cause-participant voacp can 
bee considered the ultimate initiating entity. This peripheral type of passive clause lies at 
thee boundary between the passive use and the spontaneous process type (cf. xriKerai nvpi 
'Itt is melting because of the fire'). I will discuss the latter middle usage next (2.1.2).71 

Passivee clauses may or may not involve a change of state of the subject. The 
notionn change of state implies that an entity is in a certain state at moment T{ that is 
differentt from the state it was in at T0. For instance, a verb like pdAAoum (\mo) *I am 
beingg hit (by)' does not denote a change of state, since the direct object may be in exactly 
thee same state after it was hit as it was before. A verb like TT|KOUO:I (vno) 'I am being 
destroyedd (by)', on the other hand, necessarily implies a change of a state. The subject 
undergoess a transition from being solid to being liquid. Other passive verbs that denote 
changess of state are ctTioAAuum (vnó) 'I am being destroyed (by)', pTiyvuuai (i>mS) 'I am 
beingg broken (by)', rcdöouai (bnó) 'I am being persuaded (by)' (see also note 3). 

2.1.22 Spontaneous Process Middl e 

Thee spontaneous process middle involves subjects that undergo an internal, physical 
changee of state. The subject has the semantic role of patient (cf. the passive middle). An 
essentiall  property of the spontaneous process type is that it is conceptualized as occurring 
withoutt direct initiation by an agent. In this respect, it is different from the passive type 
thatt implies a - mostly unspecified - agent. 

(5)) (...) nkXac, xcov iaf|jr(öv (...), év toïai qróexai amó\iaxa póöa (Hdt. 8.138) 
(...)) near the gardens (...), wherein roses grow of themselves, (...). 

Thee absence of any agent is explicitly expressed by am6\iOLxa. 
Almostt all middles denoting spontaneous processes have an active causative 

counterpart.. Examples of middle verbs denoting spontaneous processes are:72 

711 Note that also active forms may express a passive meaning, e.g. edXtov 'I was caught', OVTIOKÜO imó 'I 
amm being killed by' (see section 1.1.4). This phenomenon supports the claim that the active voice is 
semanticallyy unmarked. 

722 The subdivision below is meant to give an impression of the semantic variety of the verbs at issue. 
Thee subdivision is not clear-cut: many verbs fall under more than one heading. Note in passing that the 
spontaneouss process middles have either a root, a thematic or a passive aorist, that is, never a sigmatic 
middlee form. I wil l deal with this morphological issue in chapter 3. Note, further, that many verbs of the 
spontaneouss type have an active root perfect (with intransitive meaning): (aTt)óXcotax, yérfova, xétpocpa 
(Hom.),, ëcpGopa (Hom.), rcé<p\)Ka, nÉTCTyva, ëppojva, TÉTt|Ka, né<pt|va. 
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Physiologicall  processes 

InvolvingInvolving organic entities 
(owc)oXX\)u,aii  'die, perish'73 

aücjavouaii  'grow (intr.)' 
yiyvonaii  'be born, come into being, become' 
OT|ico^aii  'rot' 
Tpétpoucuu 'grow up' 
<p6eipoumm 'perish' 
qwofiaii  'grow' 

InvolvingInvolving inorganic entities 
icmoumm 'burn (intr.)' 
7cf|YVD^aii  'get stuck, become solid' 
nCfiitXaumm 'become full ' 
priyvuuaii  'break, burst (intr.)' 
THKOUttii  'melt' 
Xeoumm 'flow, melt' 

Changess in physical properties73 

XeuKCtivoumm 'grow white' 
èpuOpocivoumm 'become red, blush' 
^r|pa(vo|iatt 'become dry' 
9épO|iaii  'become warm' 
tépooumm [Hom., Hp] 'become dry' 
y\)XO\ia\y\)XO\ia\ 'grow cold, become dry* 

Appearingg and disappearing 
a<pocvi£o|iaii  'disappear' 
qxxivoumm 'become visible, appear'78 

<p<xvT<x£onaii  'become visible' 

(an)6XK\)\n(an)6XK\)\n 'destroy, kill ' 
av^dvcoo 'increase, grow (trans.)' 
noo corresponding active74 

of|rccoo 'make rotten' 
tpé<pcoo 'cause to grow, bring up, rear' 
<p8eipo)) 'destroy, ruin' 
<pu<oo 'bring forth, produce, beget' 

KGE{(OO 'burn (trans.)' 
mflYV'Uu.ii  'stick in/on, make solid* 
7uu.itt A,r| pi 'fill ' 
pTvyvuuii  'tear, break, burst (trans.)' 
TTJKÜ)) 'melt (trans.)' 
xécoo 'pour out, let flow' 

tauKCuvo)tauKCuvo) 'make white' 
épuöpouvcoo 'make red' 
fy\pa.iv(afy\pa.iv(a 'parch, dry up' 
8épo)) [late] 'make hot' 
noo corresponding active76 

y{>XG>> 'make cold, make dry .77 7 

a<pavt̂ a>> 'make unseen, remove' 
(paivcoo 'cause to appear, show' 
9avTd£<oo 'make visible' 

733 The glosses mostly refer to the most typical meaning(s) of the verb. Needless to say, glosses can never 
perfectlyy render the complexity of the semantics of the target-word. 

744 The sigmatic aorist evEivduriv functions as a causative in the specific sense 'bring forth, beget'. The 
middlee inflection expresses that the subject, as a result of the action, has children, i.e. the subject is a 
beneficiary. . 

755 These verbs are frequently derived from adjectives designating states (XeuKÓq, c/ipóc, etc.). Some are 
derivedd from the same root as adjectives (e.g. Gépouai and öepuóc,, from the root 0ep-). 

766 In Homer, causative tepacdvco occurs. 

777 The original sense of the active verb yuxa) was 'blow'. 

7RR Oaivojiai in the sense 'seem' (construed with infinitive complement) does not denote a change of 
state,, but rather a state proper (see also ch. 4). This use has diverged from the typical spontaneous process. 
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Verbss of happening and occurring 
xetevcaii  'it is being fulfilled' teXao 'fulfil , accomplish' 
Te-óxcK*11 [Hom.] 'it arises, occurs'79 xeuxcö 'make, build' 
auuxpépetaii  'it happens, turns out1 aujixpépw 'bring together' 

Otherr  terms found in the literatur e that refer  to approximately the same event type as 
spontaneousspontaneous process are: anticausative (GeniuSiene 1987, Haspelmath 1987, 1990, 1993, 
Andersenn 1989, 1994), processual decausative (Gerritsen 1990), and pseudo-passive 
(Rijksbaronn 19942).80 I have adopted the term spontaneous process (Kemmer 1993), 
becausee it is more specific than the other  terms, and it does not suggest - as anticausative, 
decausativedecausative and pseudo-passive do - that this type is secondary in relation to the causative 
andd the passive. Rather, I would contend that the contrary is true, at least as far  as Greek 
iss concerned (see section 1.3.2, and below). Indeed, of most verbs, the active causative 
constructionn is better  viewed as secondary with respect to the intransitiv e spontaneous 
middlee construction. Langacker  uses the term absolute construal for  "[t]h e construal of a 
relationshipp (especially a conceptually autonomous thematic relationship) without reference 
too causation or  the energy that drives or  sustains it"  (Langacker  1991a: 543).81 According 
too Langacker, this situation type is conceptually basic compared to its causative counter-
part.. This becomes clear  when one considers the fact that we can conceive of the entity as 
autonomouslyy undergoing the change without external causer, whereas the causer  can only 
bee imagined in relation to a causee. Langacker  (1991a: 287) illustrates this with the 
followingg examples: 

(6)) a. The wind caused the tree to fall over. 
b.. The tree fell over. 
c.. *The wind caused. 

Thee situation can be described with reference to both the causer  and the causee (a), or 
autonomously,, i.e. only with reference to the entity undergoing a change (b). (c) does not 
makee sense, as it does not refer  to a change induced to some entity. Similarly , the other 
intransitiv ee middle types body motion middle and mental process middle can be considered 
conceptuallyy basic as compared to their  (active) causative counterparts. I will discuss these 
middlee usage type in sections 2.1.3 and 2.1.4. The basicness of the spontaneous event 
middless in relation to their  causative active counterparts is also revealed by their  actual 
frequencyy of use. In most cases, the middles have a higher  token-frequency than the acti-
vess (see section 1.3.2). 

Thee spontaneous event type is semantically middle (as opposed to active and 
passive)) "i n that the affected entity is not only an Endpoint, but is also conceptualized as 

799 E.g.: A 671 'HXeioicn. Kai fjuiv VEIKOC, ETXIX9T|/ aucpl (ioT|Xaoir| ('(...) strife arose between the Eleans 
andd us about the stealing of cattle, (...)')

800 For more on the terminology found in the literature, see Haspelmath (1987: 8-10). 

R11 By the notion thematic relationship, Langacker means "A comparatively simple, conceptually 
autonomouss relationship involving just a single participant (a theme)". As to theme: "The notion is schematic 
withh respect to a number of role archetypes, including patient, mover, (non-initiative) experiencer, and zero" 
(Langackerr 1991: 554). 

44 4 



ann Initiator "  (Kemmer: 145 [the italics are mine]). According to Kemmer, the event can be 
portrayedd as occurring spontaneously in two different cases. In the one case, no salient 
entityy is available that might be presented as an initiator  of the event. For  example, an 
applee is seen as rottin g spontaneously, because no clearly identifiable, salient cause can be 
conceivedd of. Examples in Greek are verbs like ofinoum 'rot '  and loopm 'rust* . In the 
otherr  case, there is an entity present in the scene that can be viewed as a cause(r). 
However,, the speaker  wishes to deemphasize this entity's role in the event for  pragmatic 
reasons.82 2 

AA considerable number  of middle verbs can both denote events that are initiated by 
ann external (volitional) entity, and events coming about autonomously. Examples of this 
typee are: miouxxi 'burn (intr.) '  (spontaneous process) and 'be burnt '  (passive); oAXuiuxi 
'perish**  (spontaneous process) and 'be destroyed' (passive); Trnyvuuai 'stick (intr.) ' 
(spontaneouss process) and 'be stuck*  (passive); pfiyvuum 'burst, break (intr.) '  and 'be 
broken''  (passive); XTIKOUU I  'melt (intr.) '  (spontaneous process) and 'be melted*  (passive). 
Thee transition between the two meanings is gradient.83 It is often very difficul t to decide 
whetherr  we are dealing with a spontaneous process or  with a true passive. An example is 

(7)) vvv SXexo Tcaoa mx' aicpriq 
'Utoqq aiTCEivfi (N 772-3) 
Noww is all steep Ilios utterly destroyed. 

Inn such cases, the absence of an overt agent implies either  that the agent is present 
somewheree in the background of the speaker's conception of the situation - in this case, 
thee Greeks? -, or  that the agent is pragmatically irrelevant, or  even that the event is 
conceptualizedd as lacking an agent altogether  (see Sicking &  Stork 1996: 133). This means 
thatt  the predicate is totally neutral as to the existence of an initiator . An example that 
explicitlyy attests to such an initiator-neutra l meaning is: 

(8)) "H v 8e |xf| 5wnxai noXkov %povot> paynvai, UTIXE GOTO xavcouaxoi), (j.f|x£ *>«o 
<papiuxKCDv,, xfjKExai ó aaGevécov vnb óÖvveaw ioxopcov, (...) (Hp. Morb. 1.19) 
Iff  the turbicle fails to rupture for a long time, either spontaneously or by drugs, the weakened patient 
meltss away as the result of his violent pains, (...). 

Thee verb paynvai is used here in an ambiguous way, as can be inferred from the 
followingg clause which explicitly refers to both possible readings of payfjvai. On the one 
hand,, the adverbial phrase dreo xa\)xouaxo\> refers to the spontaneous meaning. On the 
otherr  hand the phrase \>7tö (papu&Kcov implies a more passive-like meaning of paynvai. I 
usee the term 'passive-like' since the drugs are not a prototypical volitional agent. The 
drugss could also be interpreted as a cause™ 

822 An example in English would be the utterance: "The vase broke", when it is said by a littl e child 
playingg with a football inside the house, answering to a parental question "What's happened here?". Note 
thatt the passive can be used for similar reasons (see 2.1.1). 

833 This point has also been made by Jahnkuhn (1969: 97-8) and Garcia Gual (1970: 87-8) 

844 In general, of these potentially ambiguous middle verbs, the intransitive spontaneous process meaning 
iss far more frequent, whereas the true passive meaning can only be established with certainty in a small 
numberr of cases. Thus, for these middles the passive meaning can be considered as a somewhat peripheral 
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2.1.33 Mental Process Middl e 

Thee mental process middle involves an animate subject that experiences a mental affected-
ness.. The subject, accordingly, has the semantic role of experiencer}5 This affectedness 
cann be of an emotional kind, as in <po|3oa)um 'fear', or of a cognitive kind, as in u,iuvr|-
aKOjiaii  'remember', eniGxa\iai 'know'. In the present stem, these middle verbs designate 
states,, that is to say, they do not involve change over time. However, mental states are 
typicallyy temporary. As such, mental states are different from states that have a more 
permanentt character such as 'be king', 'be small', 'be red'.86 The aorist forms of these 
verbss generally designate that the subject entered a mental state (ingressive meaning of the 
aorist).. For instance, aorist ecpoPr|0T|v 'I became afraid' vs. <popeoucti 'I am afraid'.87 

Thee mental affectedness may be caused by an external stimulus. This stimulus-
participantt can have a genitive, dative and an accusative case. The semantic implications 
off  the different cases will be discussed below. Many mental state middles have active 
causativee counterparts that designate that a stimulus-subject causes an experiencer to enter 
intoo a mental state. With these verbs, the speaker has a choice to assign either the 
experiencerr or the stimulus to subject-status. I shall elaborate on this issue below. 
Exampless of mental process middle verbs are:88 

semanticc extension of the more typical spontaneous meaning. In this connection, one may speculate about the 
following:: the fact that the spontaneous meaning of these ambiguous verbs generally occurs more frequently 
thann their passive meaning probably implies that the spontaneous use is entrenched more deeply in the 
memoryy of the language-user. This deeper entrenchment may bring about that the spontaneous meaning is 
activatedd first (as a default-interpretation) upon hearing an ambiguous form such as prYyvuTcu 'break (intr.)' 
orr 'be broken'. Only if there are positive signals from the context that there is some external initiator 
present,, the default-interpretation is overruled in favour of the passive interpretation. 

855 Although, typically, the verbs designating mental processes lack agentivity and volition - the 
experiencer-participantt can not intentionally fear/love/hate/get angry, etc. -, agentivity appears to be a matter 
off  degree. The experiencer is partially involved in the event in an active way in that s/he makes mental 
contactt with the stimulus, and focusses her/his attention on it. Furthermore, the experiencer can, at least to a 
certainn extent, improve or deteriorate the conditions that are beneficial to the emotional or cognitive process. 
Forr example, a person can increase the chances that s/he remembers something by focusing his/her mind. 

866 As was noted in section 1.1.4, verbs that denote a more permanent state (often denominative 
formations)) tend to be active in Greek, e.g. (JaoiXeuG) 'be king', èpvöpaivio 'be red'. 

877 The perfects of these mental state middles often express the highest degree of that state (intensive 
perfect,, see Rijksbaron 19942: 36), e.g. jtecpopVî icu 'I am terrified'; TcénoiGa 'trust, rely on' (cf. 7te{0ouai 
'believe,, obey'). 

888 Observe that, in Classical Greek, all middles designating mental processes have root, thematic or 
passivee aorists, but never sigmatic middle aorists. In Homer, however, the sigmatic middle aorist does occur 
withh mental process middles, e.g. &ccadur|v, èxep\j/duT)v. I wil l deal with the aorist morphology in more 
detaill  in ch. 3. Notice also that a number of the middles below have an 'active' perfect form, e.g. èvprryopa 
(èyeipouai);; È'OXJÏOC (e'Ajtonai); 7tÉ7toi0a (ïieiGoucu); né^iriva (ucuvoucu). 
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adouaii  'be mistaken' (Hom.) 
aiox^vonaii  (+ dat.) 'be ashamed about' 
eAjcouaii  (+ ace.) 'hope, expect, fear' (Horn.) 
Ti8o(iaii  (+ dat.) 'enjoy oneself 
KftSojiocii  (+ gen.) 'care about, care for' 
Xav0dvou.aiAr|0onaii  (gen.) 'forget' (Horn.) 
\\)néo\ia\.\\)néo\ia\. (+ ace.) 'to be grieved about' 
uiuvfjatcoumm (+ gen.) 'remember' 
ópy(£ouo:ii  (+ dat.) 'be angry with' 
neiOouxxii  (+ dat.89) 'believe, obey' 
TepTcoumm (+ dat.) 'enjoy' (Horn.)90 

(popeoumm (+ ace.) 'flee in panic (Horn.); fear' 
<ppd£o|iaii  'think, consider, perceive'91 

yeuöouaii  (+ gen.) 'be mistaken' 

dda>> (Hom.) 'mislead' 
aioxwtoo 'dishonour' 
eXno)) 'cause to hope' 
fjS<oo 'please, delight'92 

Kr|5o)) (Horn.) 'trouble, distress' 
aor.. A^aBetv (Horn.) 'make s.o. forget'93 

AA)7técoo 'grieve, vex' 
|iiuvT|aKO)) 'remind s.o. of s.th.' 
opyî Q)) 'make angry' 
TCEIBQ)) 'persuade' 
xépncoo (Hom.) 'please' 
(pofJécoo 'make flee in panic (Horn.); alarm' 
(ppd^Q)) 'show, tell' 
ye\)8coo 'deceive' 

Theree is also a significant number  of media tantum designating mental processes:'' 

ayaumm (+ ace.) 'admire'95 

cd'8ouai/ai8eo|jmm (+ ace.) 'respect' 

899 In Herodotus, also construed with a genitive, compare dicouco + gen. 'hear, listen to, obey'. 

900 For a study of the semantic field 'joy' in Homer, see Latacz (1966). 

911 For a study of the verbs of thinking in Homer, I refer to Bertolin Cebridn (1996). <J>pd£oum can also 
referr to volitional mental activity (section 2.1.9) and, especially in Homer, perception (2.1.8). This polysemy 
showss the close relatedness of mental activities, mental processes and perception. A polysemous relation 
mentalmental process - perception is also found with active verbs, e.g. voeto 'perceive; think'. The perceptual 
meaningg is generally older than the cognitive meaning. The historical development from vision verbs to 
mentall  verbs is discussed in Sweetser (1990: 28-34). A nice example of this historical development is the 
relationn between aorist etSov 'I saw' and perfect oï8a 'I know' (< *' I have seen'). Another example is 
ooooum.. "Oaaoum must originally have been the present form that corresponds to the perfect onorna 'I 
havee seen', future öVoum 'I will see' (and sigmatic aorist d)\|/d|iT|v 'I saw', as in xox>q öcv êy&v imo\\fo\iai, 
oii  Sè ÏCI0ÉO6(OV (I 167) ('Whomever I shall look upon, let them obey'), and also Pi. Fr. 88.6 [Schroeder] 
ènóyaxo,ènóyaxo, and PI. Lg. 947c Ö\|/Ü>VTCU). In historical Greek, however, oaaoum acquired a mental meaning 'see 
inn one's mind's eye, presage', e.g. ooaovto ydp akyea Q\)\i&  (I 224) ('Since they saw woe in their hearts'), 
cf.. also a 115. 

922 The causative active sigmatic aorist r\ot appears first in Anacreon (148); later also the active present 
occurs. . 

933 Only the reduplicated aorist functions as a true causative formation to taxv0avoucu and its older 
variantt A,r|0ouai. The active verb Xav0dvo) 'escape one's notice' is not causative. 

944 Ji\)v8dvouai (+ gen.), in its original sense 'learn, hear of, is a boundary-case between a mental 
middlee and a perception middle. Since it designates a mental process 'acquire knowledge' it is not a true 
mentall  state middle; it is not a true perception middle since the element of cognition is more prominent in 
thee lexical meaning of the verb than the element of perception. The post-Homeric meaning 'ask', which I 
wouldd consider a speech act middle (see further below), is almost completely restricted to the present stem. 
Inn Homer, the verb TteTjOoum - probably the older form - is more frequent than 7ruv0avoum. In the Cretan 
dialect,, a causative verb 7C£x)8(fi 'give notice' is found. 

955 For an etymology of ayauai, original meaning ""consider great' (from root *megh2- 'great'), see 
Ruijghh (1996: 383). 
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axBoumm (+ dat.) 'bc grieved with' 
ÖLXyx)\iaxÖLXyx)\iax (+ gen./+ dat.) 'grieve for' (Hom.) 
(k>uAx>umm 'want' 
§iavoéou,ocii  'think, suppose, intend' 
èvGvuio^iaii  (+ gen./acc.) 'think* 
éicioiauaii  'know, be able' 
epctjiaii  (+ gen.) 'love' (HomVpoetry)96 

Haivoumm 'rage* 
uijiq>OM.aii  'be angry, discontent'97 

oioumm 'think'98 

aepouxxii  (+ ace.) 'respect, revere (typically a god)' 
Xtooumm (+ dat.) 'be angry with' (HomVpoetry) 

Thee mental process middle is related to the passive middle. In both types, the 
subjectt  passively undergoes the event. The difference between the two middle types relates 
too whether  or  not the event is initiated by an external agent. In many contexts, however, 
thee initiatin g entity is irrelevant and remains unexpressed. In those cases one cannot 
decidee whether  the middle verb is to be assessed as a true passive or  as a mental process 
middle.. This can be exemplified by: 

(9)) Tctüxa eijcovaa, (...), ÈKEWTI  uèv aTrnAAdyn, èyco 6' e\)0éco<; éxapaxxóuriv, Kat 
Tidvxaa fio\) eiq rrr v YVCÓUTIV EIOTIE I  (Lys. 1.17) 
Withh these words, (...), she took herself off; I was at once perturbed; all that had happened came into my 
mind,, (...). 

Thee middle éxapaxxóuriv could both be interpreted as a true passive (the woman being the 
externall  agent), or  as an spontaneous mental process. The only relevant thing is that the 
subjectt  experiences a mental affectedness, and the initiatin g entity (be it an agent or  a 
cause)) is backgrounded. In such cases it can, however, be assumed that the interpretation 
thatt  is activated first and foremost is the mental process interpretation. This assumption is 
basedd on the fact that the mental process use is far  more frequent - and is therefore more 
entrenchedd - than the passive use. The intransitiv e meaning thus functions as a default-
interpretation ,, only overruled when explicit indications of a true passive meaning are 
presentt  in the context. This is a form of processing-economy: 'i f the most typical and 
frequentt  interpretation makes sense, do not look any further.' 99 A similar  default-

966 "Epaucu may be a 'Narten-present' (see Narten 1968), assuming that it has an e-vocalism *hserh2- in 
thee root. Like many other middle 'Narten-presents', epauou has a stative meaning, cf. eiucci 'be clad', TJUOU 

'bee seated', iceiuai 'He'. In the Classical language, epaum is replaced (only in the present stem) by the 
activee verb epdeo which has a passive èpdoucu 'be loved'. 

977 Mépxpouca has two (related) meanings, (i) 'be angry' (mental state), (ii) 'blame, rebuke' (speech act). 
Inn the aorist stem, these meanings are formally distinguished: eneuydunv means 'I blamed, rebuked', 
whereass èuéu(p9riv 'I became angry' (see also section 3.2.3.3). 

9SS In Homer, we also find an older active verb OIOJ that appears to have the same meaning. For a 
discussionn of (quasi)-synonymous active and middle verbs, see chapter 5. 

999 This principle is similar to Levinson's Q2-heuristic: "What is simply described is stereotypically and 
specificallyy exemplified" (Levinson 1995: 97). An example Levinson gives (p. 105): when someone says 
"Suee moved the car", the hearer will interpret the utterance as Sue moved the car by driving it, since driving 
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interpretationn was assumed in the case of clauses that are ambiguous between a passive 
meaningg and a spontaneous process interpretation (see section 2.1.2). 

Thee relatedness between mental processes and passives is also borne out by the 
followingg example: 

(10)) (...), il aireoi "n wi'  aXkxov iceioOevt©; cwrfiXSov (...) (PI. Tht. 150e) 
(...)) they left, either  of their  own accord, or  persuaded by others (...). 

Thee elements oruxoi and inf aAAoov refer  explicitly to an autonomous mental process and 
aa passive meaning, respectively. The form 7ceia0évxe<; itself is ambiguous. 

Mentall  processes are also related to spontaneous processes. Both types involve 
subjectss that non-volitionally undergo an internal affectedness.100 Important differences 
are::  (i) the subject of a mental process is, obviously, animate; (ii) mental processes may 
involvee a second participant, the stimulus. 

Mentall  processes are morphosyntactically coded in highly variable ways, both from 
onee language to another, and within one language. The various coding-strategies especially 
regardd subject/object-assignment and case marking. Generally, one can assume that a 
differentt  linguistic structure will imply a different construal of the event. In other  words, 
byy means of the various formal structures the speaker  is able to emphasize or  deemphasize 
certainn aspects of a given situation, or  to impose a certain imagery onto the conceptualiza-
tionn of the situation that s/he wishes to portray.101 For  example (from Croft 1991: 214, 
exx.. (68) and (69)), 

(11)) a. Ed fears the police. 
b.. The police frighten Ed. 

Thee two clauses may refer  to the same objective scene in the real world. However, the 
perspectivess from which the scene is viewed are different. In (11a) subject status is 
assignedd to the experiencer, in (lib ) to the stimulus. This difference in linguistic structure 
hass certain implications. For  example, the fact that (in b.) the police is coded as a subject 
conveyss that the police is conceived of as intentionally causing Ed to fear  them, or  at 
least,, that the police is somehow responsible for  Ed's fear. As for  (a.), there are no such 
implications. . 

Inn Greek, the alternation of the transitive active voice and intransitiv e middle voice 
cann be employed similarly to express alternative perspectives from which a scene is 
viewed.. For  instance, an oppositional pair  such as (popéoj  + ace. 'cause to fear, alarm' vs. 
(poPéoumm (+ ace.) 'fear'  involve alternative construals of the situation described. The 
activee transitive verb highlights the initiatin g role of the fear-inducing stimulus (cf. 
Englishh frighten above), by 'promoting' the stimulus to subject status. Typically, this 
stimulus-subjectt  is more topical in the discourse. In the intransitiv e middle the experiencer 

aa car is the most typical way of moving it. 

1000 Middle verbs that designate spontaneous mental and physical changes are subsumed under the pseudo-
passivepassive use by Rijksbaron (19942: 148). 

1011 See for the notion of imagery and construal, and their importance to grammatical structure, Langacker 
(1987:: 39-40, 128-32, 138-46; 1991: 5-15; 2000: 206-12). 
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off  the fear  is made prominent, whereas the stimulus is pragmatically deemphasized. The 
stimuluss may even lack overt expression altogether, as does the agent of a passive 
construction.. Consider  the following contrastive pair: 

(12)) [Croesus' son speaks to his father] (pr|c, xoi TÖ öveipov hnb avxpr\q ai5r)pér|<; 
cpavaii  k\L£ T£^£uxf|aeiv  hoc, be icoïai uév eiai x£ÏPE<^  K0" l Se aixuri aiöripéri 
xfjvv au «poPeai; (Hdt. 1.39.2) 
Youu say the dream declares that I shall die by an iron spear-point. What hands has a boar? Where is the 
ironn spear-point you fear? 

Technically,, the alternative active causative construction ocixun. oidripén. T\ aè cpopéet 
wouldd have been possible. However, it is more natural that Croesus (ou), being a speech 
actt  participant , is chosen as the subject of (popeoci, whereas a participant like OCIXUTI , being 
aa non-active, inanimate entity, is not likely to be selected as a subject. 

(13)) [How the Scythians kil l the soothsayers] aitoXkvci 5è ocuxouq xpójtcp xoia>5e-
erceavv a|icc£av cppuydvcov nXr\o(moi m i vno^evfyxyi pout;, èu7co5iaavxec; xouq 
uavxiaqq (...) Kaxepyvöai é<; uéaa xa (ppvyava, {)7t07cpT|aavxe<; 5è aüxa djcteïai 
<po[)r|GavT£c,, xohq (Jouq (Hdt. 4.69.1) 
Theyy kill them in this fashion: they fill a wagon with sticks and yoke oxen to it. They tie the 
soothsayers'' feet (...). Then they shut them into the middle of the sticks, set fire to them, and terrifying 
thee oxen, drive them off. 

Thee Scythians, being human agents, are the primary topic of this stretch of discourse. It is 
thereforee natural that they are consistently selected as clause-subjects (e.g. <popT|aavxeq), 
andd that the oxen, being actors of a secondary prominence in the discourse, are coded as 
directt  objects. 

Betweenn the two alternative constructions, active causative vs. middle intransitive, 
theree is an asymmetrical relation. Consider, for  instance, the frequencies of active 
causativee cpopeco and middle (popeouoci in Herodotus: 2 against 21. This difference in 
frequencyy is found in almost all active causative - middle intransitiv e pairs (see also the 
frequency-figuress in section 1.3.2). This asymmetrical relation can be explained as follows. 
Conceptually,, the mental process can be considered more basic (less complex) than its 
causativee counterpart. Mental processes can be conceived of as occurring without reference 
too an external cause that brings it about or  sustains it (cf. spontaneous processes, section 
2.1.2).. For  example, he suddenly got very angry is a complete expression.102 Conversely, 
inn the corresponding causative, the causation cannot be described without reference to the 
causee,, e.g., *he made very angry. In discourse, the conceptually more complex causative 
constructionn is only used in the case that the stimulus outranks the experiencer  in salience 
andd topicality. However, this will not be the case very often since experiences are 
typicallyy human, and therefore tend to be important discourse participants. 

Apartt  from the variation between active causative and middle intransitiv e construc-
tionss discussed above, we find another  type of variation in the class of mental process 
verbs.. This concerns the case marking of the stimulus-participant. In Greek, the stimulus 
cann be marked with the genitive, dative, and accusative case. Some verbs can be construed 
withh more than one case. In addition, many verbs can also be construed with prepositional 

Thiss way of conceptualizing events is termed absolute construal by Langacker (1991: 287-91). 
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objects.. The variability of case-marking can be explained by Croft's model of the structure 
off  mental events (Croft 1991: 213-25, Croft 1993).103 This model accounts for the 
variouss case-marking patterns and voice-phenomena that are typically associated with the 
expressionn of mental events. According to Croft, mental events typically involve two 
participantss - an animate experiencer and a stimulus -, and two causal relations between 
thesee participants. On the one hand, the experiencer directs his/her attention to the 
stimuluss (or a mental representation thereof)- The stimulus, on the other hand, causes a 
mentall  affectedness in the mind of the experiencer.104 The configuration of experiencer 
andd stimulus and the two causal chains between them is represented in the following 
figurefigure (cf. Croft 1991: 219, Croft 1993: 64, Kemmer 1993: 128): 

Fig.. 1: The Conceptualization of Mental Events 

Thee dashed arrows indicate that the interactions are of a mental kind (as opposed to the 
physicall  interaction of the prototypical transitive event, see chapter 1). 

Theree is a great variety of case-marking patterns of mental verbs in Greek. 
Althoughh these case-marking patterns are not entirely predictable, they are not completely 
arbitraryy either. My claim is that they are motivated by the conceptual structure that is 
inherentt to mental events, as it is proposed by Croft. Cases highlight one particular facet 
inherentt in this causal relation at the expense of others. In other words, the alternative case 
constructionss present the scene by means of different images105. 

1033 Mental event is used here as a general term. It includes mental processes, mental activities, and 
perceptions. . 

1044 Mental events are semantically middle (as opposed to active and passive) in that the subject is both 
Initiatorr of the action chain (by making mental contact), and the Endpoint (undergoing a change of state), see 
alsoo Kemmer (1993: 129). 

1055 See Langacker (1987: 39-40, 110). On page 110, he gives the following illustrative examples of 
differentt sentences that could be used to describe the same objective situation, but evoke substantially 
differentt images to do so: (a) The clock is on the table; (b) The clock is lying on the table; (c) The clock is 
restingresting on the table; (d) The table is supporting the clock. "Lexicon and grammar are storehouses of 
conventionall  imagery, which differs substantially from language to language. For if one language says / am 
cold,cold, a second / have cold, and a third It is cold to me, these expressions differ semantically even though 
theyy refer to the same experience, for they employ different images to structure the same basic conceptual 
content""  (Langacker 1987: 47). A similar example from the domain of emotions is: (i) English to be angry 
WITH;WITH; (ii) French être faché CONTRE ('to be angry AGAINST'); (iii ) Dutch boos zijn OP ('to be angry 
ON'). . 
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Stimulus-participantss of verbs of emotion are frequently coded by a genitive, or  a 
dative.dative. The genitive can be interpreted as a genitive of source106, and the dative can be 
takenn as either  a dative of cause (in the case of inanimate entities), or  as an experiencer-
dativee (animate entities). For  example, the oblique objects of KTjÖoum + gen. 'worr y 
about,, care about s.o.'  and epaum + gen. 'love s.o.'  can be interpreted as the sources of 
thee respective emotions, worryin g and loving. The dative of liöouai + dat. T enjoy s.uV 
cann be interpreted as cause of the joy. The dative of verbs of anger, e.g. uiuxpoum + dat. 
'bee angry with, rebuke s.o.', ópyi^oum + dat. 'be angry with s.o.'  can be considered a 
dativee of cause, as well107. Alternatively , the dative might be interpreted as an 
experiencer-dative.1088 In that case, the animate object of the anger  can be viewed as 
mentallyy involved in the anger. Especially uiuxpouou + dat. can be analyzed in this way 
sincee the verb can also involve verbal activity on the part of the subject (i.e. 'rebuke') that 
iss directed to the dative-participant.109 

Ass has been stated above, I assume that the different case-markings highlight 
differentt  aspects of the mental event. The genitive of source and the dative of cause can 
bee thought of as highlighting the Initiator-aspect of the stimulus, and thereby the causal 
chainn which runs from stimulus-object (viewed as a source or cause) to the experiencer-
subject.subject. This case-marking strategy is in harmony with the middle-marking of these verbs. 
Sincee the middle-marking expresses that the subject is affected, the causal chain from 
stimuluss to experiencer-subject is highlighted. For  example, in the case of Epctpm + gen., 

Cf.. K-G (I: 388): "Al s Vertreter des ursprünglichen Ablativs bezeichnet der Genitiv zunachst den 
Ausgangspunktt einer Handlung, und zwar (...) bei Verben der Gemülsbewegung die Person oder Sache, 
durchh die die Empfindung hervorgerufen wird." 

1077 The use of the dative of cause with animate entities is an extension of the prototypical use of the 
dativee of cause with inanimate entities. This extension can be explained by form of metonymy. In 
expressionss like f|8o|iai o~oi 'I am delighted at you', the dative-participant metonymically stands for his 
activities,, which are the actual cause of the delight that is felt by the subject-participant 

1088 This dative, then, is not the successor of the Indo-European instrumental case, but of the PIE dative. 
Thee fact that also in Sanskrit, some verbs of anger are construed with a dative (instead of an instrumental) 
mayy confirm this point, e.g. Skt. krudh- 'be angry with' and hr- (hrnfle) 'be angry with'. 

I(NN Note that many mental process verbs can be construed with more than one case. For example, 
ué|i(poucuu occurs with the genitive, dative, and accusative case; 7cei0o^ou occurs with both genitive and 
dative.. Moreover, most mental verbs can occur with prepositional phrase (for a study of these alternations, 
seee Moreux 1978). This variety of constructions is a strong indication that the speaker has several ways at 
hiss disposal to describe the scene. It all depends on the way the scene is construed by the speaker, which 
facetss he prefers to highlight, and which facets are backgrounded. Consider, for example, ué|i(poucu 'be 
angryy with, rebuke'. The accusative-object can be both animate and inanimate, and it expresses about whom 
orr what one is angry. Further, there is a tendency for animates to be marked by the dative, and for 
inanimatess to be marked by the genitive. For instance (animate dative), 'Aprcdyo) (...) neuxpónevoc, (Hdt. 
1.117.1)) [Astyages is furious with Harpagus because he did not kill Astyages' grand-son]; (inanimate 
genitive)) Tiufjq èuéuxpön, (E. Hipp. 1402) f Phaedra is angry about the slight to her honour]. Probably animate 
participantss more often take the dative since the experiencer-dative implies that the participant is mentally 
involved,, whereas the genitive merely expresses the source of the anger (genitive of source). Similarly, 
Homericc xo^óouai + gen. [things or persons] 'be angry about', or + dat. [only persons] 'be angry with'. 
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bothh the middle inflection and the genitive case express that there is a (metaphorical) 
transmissionn of force from the stimulus to the affected subject.110 

AA number  of middle verbs of emotion, however, occur  with an accusative-object, 
e.g.. (popéoum, ou8éofiai (see Kühner-Gerth, I: 298-9). The accusative-marking with this 
typee of verb clearly does not have its prototypical function, since objects of these verbs 
aree not patients."1 I assume, however, that the accusative does have a semantic 
contributionn in that it imposes a certain image on the scene that is described by highligh-
tingg a particular  facet of the scene at the cost of others. Consequently, I would suggest 
thatt  the accusative case emphasizes the Endpoint-aspect of the stimulus-participant, 
therebyy highlighting the causal chain from the experiencer-subject towards the stimulus-
object.object. In this fashion, the rather  abstract concept of the mental event is structured as an 
analogonn of the more concrete concept of the prototypical transitive event. As was set out 
inn section 1.1.2, the prototypical transitive involves a physical energy transmission from an 
initiatin gg animate subject to an affected object. A relation of a mental kind, however, such 
ass 'A fears B' does not involve a physical transmission of energy, nor  does it entail any 
affectednesss of the object. This extension - from the prototypical transitive event to the 
mentall  event - is of a metaphorical kind. Its motivation can be found in the abstract 
commonalityy that is inherent in both types of events. On the one hand, we see the 
transmissionn of energy from an active Initiato r  (the agent) to a passive Endpoint (the 
patient),, and on the other  hand, there is the concept of a metaphorical mental path leading 
fromm a more active conscious participant (an experiencer) to a more passive object-partici-
pantt  (the stimulus).112 Furthermore, the fact that mental events are coded as transitive 
mightt  also be motivated by the active involvement of the subject in the event. For 
example,, in the semantics of (popéoum 'flee in panic (Horn.), fear', it can be seen that the 

1100 In this connection, it is interesting to compare è'paum + gen. 'love' with the near-synonymous active 
transitivee (piXeco + ace. 'love'. In the case of the latter, both the active voice and the accusative-case of the 
objectt contribute in expressing that there is a (metaphorical) transmission from the subject towards the 
object,, i.e., it shows the reversed state of affairs as compared to fc'paum + gen. Indeed this different 
construall  is manifested by their respective uses. "Epaum typically refers to a feeling of sexual desire which 
iss apparently conceived of as originating from the object of desire. «DiXtto refers more generally to the 
feelingg of affection towards someone, and it very often refers more specifically to the acts one performs as a 
tokenn of one's affection. Thus, (piXéto can have the meaning 'treat affectionately, cherish' (e.g. when 
entertainingg a guest) or 'kiss'. In sum, the subject of (piXéoo can be viewed as an agent, and its object as a 
patient.. In the case of ëpaum, it is the subject that is the most affected, whereas in the case of (piAito the 
objectt is seen as the most affected participant. This analysis of the two verbs and their constructions is 
similarr to that of the ancient grammarian Apollonius Dyscolus (Synt. 418-9 Uhlig; see Lallot, 1997, I: 263, 
II :: 262-3). 

1111 Apollonius Dyscolus notices the unusualness of non-energetic verbs (oüSeuiaq övxcc èvepyeiac;) that 
aree construed with an accusative-complement. He explains this type of accusative by means of an ellipse of 
5iaa (+ ace). Apollonius' explanation shows, in my view, that he conceives the object-participant as a cause-
likee partipicant, regardless of its accusative case. 

1122 The verbs of emotion with an accusative object can be compared to the verbs of seeing (e.g. ópdeo + 
ace.)) that also involve a metaphorical path from perceiver to perceived object (see section 2.1.8). An 
alternativee explanation for the accusative-marking of the stimulus would be to ascribe the accusative marking 
too a more general similarity of the stimulus-participant to a direct object, instead of taking the stimulus as an 
endpointt in a metaphorical source-path-goal configuration. The accusative, then, marks that the stimulus is 
viewedd as the most salient participant after the subject (see Langacker 1991: 240). 
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physicall  action of turnin g to flight (cf. also (peuycü + ace. 'flee') is closely associated with 
thee emotion of fear. 

Thee double causal relationship that is inherent in the conception of mental events 
(seee Fig. 1) is also manifest when they are construed with prepositional objects. Many 
verbss in Greek can be construed both with complements in 'pure' cases and with preposi-
tionall  objects. The semantic difference between these strategies is probably that the 
prepositionall  variant evokes a more concrete, 'plastic'  imagery. For  example, besides 
(poPéoumm with an accusative, we also find - albeit marginally - constructions with 
prepositions: : 

(14)) a. Aiöa^ov, ei 5i8aicróv, è£ öiou «poPfj  (S. Tr. 671) 
Explain,, if you can, the cause of your fear. 

b.. fjxoi npoc, avÖpöq r) xéicvcov <po(kn>uivT| (S. Tr. 150) 
(...)) feeling fear on the account of husband and children. 

Thee prepositions EK and rcpóc; + gen. express the source of the fear, not the entity that is 
fearedd itself. Through the use of prepositions, the image of a concrete spatial source is 
evoked,, and the causal chain from source to experiencer-subject is highlighted. On the 
otherr  hand, consider  the following constructions: 

(15)) a. Z\> 5'  eiq ice u.nrpö<; \n\ <popo\) vuuxpeuuaxa (S. Or980) 
Havee no fears in the direction of a marriage with your mother. 

b.. oXk' £t cpoPp Ttpcx; TOUTO, (...) (S. Tr. 1211) 
Butt if you have fears with respect to that, (...). 

Inn example (a.), the marriage with his mother  is, of course, the entity that is feared in a 
directt  way by Oedipus. It is not merely the source of his fear. The meaning of this 
constructionn is, subsequently, similar  to one with a pure accusative. The difference is that 
thee direction of his anxious thoughts is referred to in a more concrete way by means of ei<; 
'toward' .. In a similar  fashion, in (b.) the phrase npóq TOUTO seems to convey the image of 
thee mind directed towards the object of fear  (in this case, Hyllus is frightened by the idea 
off  having to set Heracles on fire). 

Inn this section, I have described the mental process middle type. Additionally , the 
relationn of the intransitiv e middles denoting mental processes with their  transitive active 
counterpartss was discussed. Finally, a model was proposed to account for  the various case 
constructionss that the mental process verbs occur  with. It was argued that the notions of 
construalconstrual and imagery are of crucial importance to the semantic structure of mental 
events. . 

2.1.44 Body Motion Middl e 

Bodyy motion involves an animate entity that volitionally brings about a change of state to 
himself.. Thus, the subject is both agent and patient." 3 This change of state typically 

1133 The body motion type is semantically middle (as opposed to active and passive) since the subject is 
bothh the initiating entity (Initiator) and the affected entity (Endpoint). 
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consistss of either  a change of location or  a change in body posture.114 Many middles that 
designatee body motion have a transitive causative counterpart. Examples of middles of 
motionn are:115 

NontranslationalNontranslational motion 
(djt-)éxo|iaii  [+ gen.] 'keep oneself back from' (a7t-)éx<o [+ gen.] 'keep s.o. away from' 
ópcYoumm 'stretch oneself out, reach out'116 ópéya) 'stretch out (one's arm(s))' 
axpé(poumm 'turn around (intr.)' axpé<po) 'turn around (trans.)' 
xavuixaii  'stretch oneself out' TOCVVOO 'stretch out' 
Teivoumm 'stretch oneself out*"7 xeivco 'stretch out' 
Tpértoumm 'turn (intr.)' xpóu» 'turn' 

1144 In ch. 5, I wil l argue that a tendency can be discerned for middle verbs of motion to designate change 
off  body posture and non-translational motion, whereas active verbs of motion tend to designate manner of 
motionn verbs. This tendency may be explained by the fact that in the case of manner of motion verbs the 
elementt of change is deemphasized to a certain degree. Therefore, the subject is conceived of as less affected 
byy the motion. 

1155 Translational motion is motion along one dimension in space; non-translational motion is motion that 
iss neither translational, nor change in body posture (see Kemmer 1993: 67-70). Note, further, that almost all 
bodyy motion verbs, at least in Classical Greek, have a root, thematic or passive aorist form. Only a few 
middle-onlyy verbs have a sigmatic middle aorist, e.g. ccXXoum - x\ka.\\x\\, xatjo^ax - exaaaurjv. However, 
bothh aXXouxxi and xo^oimi have a poetical and archaic ring. For aXAoum, this point will be made in ch. 5. 
II  wil l return to aorist morphology extensively in ch. 3. There is also a considerable number of activa tantum 
thatt designate body motion, for instance, [kiivco 'make a step, go', eiui 'go', eprco) 'creep, go', Tpéxo) 'run'. 
Inn chapter 5, it wil l be argued that there is a semantic difference between active and middle verbs of body 
motion. . 

1166 It is interesting to note that many verbs of motion have a metaphorical mental meaning, e.g., 
arcéxoucaa 'keep oneself back from' > 'abstain from'; ïeuoci 'speed' > 'desire'; opeyouxxi 'stretch oneself out' 
>> 'yearn for'; ópudoum 'start off > 'be eager'; aeuoiicci 'speed' > 'be eager'; xpérconm 'turn' > 'change 
one'ss mind'; (popéonou 'flee' > 'be afraid'. Mental processes are understood as physical motions. Notice also 
thee etymology of the word t-motion and the figurative sense of 'be moved'. 

1177 The difference between Tav\)(iai/xeivop.ai and ópéyvuuat is that the latter is restricted to the arms, 
whereass the two former verbs involve the entire body. 
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ChangeChange in body posture 
laxccumm 'stand still, stand up' 
(Koc0){£oueaa 'take one's seat, sit down'118 

icAavonaii  'lean' 

TranslationalTranslational motion 
cupoumm 'rise' 
avayouaii  'put out to sea, set sail'120 

arcaXXaxxoumm 'depart from' 
Koui^ouxxii  'travel' 
ópuaouxnn 'start off 
rcope-ooumrcope-ooum 'go, walk' 
aeuoumm 'rush, speed' (HomVpoetry) 
oxeXAoumm 'set out, journey' 
aa>£ouxuu 'get back safe, escape' 

icrrnuii  'set up, raise, make to stand' 
(K(X9){£Ü)) 'make to sit down'119 

KXIVQ)) 'cause to lean' 

cup©© 'raise' 
avayö)) 'lead up to sea' 
anakXazxtoanakXazxto 'free s.o. off s.th., remove'121 

tcoui^too 'carry, bring' 
ópudtöö 'set in motion' 
Ttopevcoo 'make to go' 
ae\>(oo 'set in swift motion' 
GtiXkxoGtiXkxo 'make ready, send' 
CKp̂ oo 'save' 

mm The verb (KaO)iium synchronically functions as a perfect to (ica0)i£ouai. There are more middles 
thatt serve as suppletive perfects: eium (perfect of evvüum 'clothe oneself, be clothed'), Keiuca (perfect of 
xiOeumm 'be set'), and Kpéuxxum (perfect of Kpeuccvvvum 'be hung'). From a synchronical point of view, the 
middlee endings of these verbs express the affectedness the subject previously underwent - as a result of 
whichh the subject is in a certain state (cf. the stative-confective meaning of the Greek perfect). Historically, 
thesee verbs are relics of the PIE verbal category stative (for the PIE stative, see Narten 1968, Rix 1977, 
1988,, Oettinger 1976, 1993, Beekes 1995: 244). Other relics of this category in Greek are Séccxo (Hom.) 
'seem',, Séxaxoci 'await' (Hom.), axeuxcu 'boast'. Possibly also epocuoci 'be in love', ëpxaxcci (Horn.) 'be 
shutt in', EUKXO (Thebais Fr. 3.3) 'pray, boast', ovoucci 'blame', and rcéxaucu 'fly' . Middles belonging to this 
categoryy can be recognized by the e-vocalism in the stem, and their (originally) stative semantics. 

1199 In Homer, the active ï£(o often has its original intransitive meaning 'sit down'. "l£co acquired its 
causativee meaning after the emergence of the middle form i^oum 'sit down', which was created by analogy 
withh middle forms such as aorist ë^exo 'sat down' and 'perfect' f|uai 'be seated'. 

1200 This middle started off as an elliptical indirect reflexive middle ccvayoum xr\v vavv 'lead the ship up 
too the high sea' (e.g. Hdt. 6.12.1), but it was subsequently reinterpreted as an intransitive which, in turn, led 
too a replacement of the older aorist avriYayouriv by the passive aorist form ccvrix0T|v (e.g. Hdt. 3.137.5). 

1211 The middle arcaXXaxxoum does not correspond to the typical meaning of the active cmaXXaxxto + 
ace.. + gen. 'free s.o. of s.th.'. I am aware of only one instance of the active with the meaning 'make s.o. go 
awayy from s.th.', this being the true semantic counterpart to the middle 'go away from': (...) èiceXeue (...) 
xovx;; neXonovvTiaiouc, anaXXa^ai éic xfjc, x^P0^ (Th. 8.46.4) ('He urged [him] to remove the Peloponnesi-
anss from this country'). 
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MediaMedia tantum of body motion122 

aXKo\iaxaXKo\iax 'jump'123 

epxoumm 'go' 
veouaii  'return, go' (HomVpoetry)124 

oi'xoumm 'go away'125 

lift lift 

xd^oumm 'draw back' (HomVpoetry) 

Thee label body motion middle is used in this study because it is the most specific of the 
wholee array of terms that is encountered in the literature. The term endoreflexive used 
(andd coined?) by Haspelmath (1987) is also attractive, as it underpins the close relations-
hipp the body motion middle has with the semantics of reflexivity. On the other  hand, it 
alsoo reveals the crucial property that distinguishes it from the typical direct reflexive (type 
shaveshave oneself), that is, internality (cf. the prefix endo-). By a number  of scholars, the term 
pseudo-reflexivepseudo-reflexive is employed (e.g. Dik 1983 [on reflexive verbs in modern European 
languages],, Risselada 1987 [on Greek], Rijksbaron 19942 [on Greek]). For  Greek, I find 
thiss term inadequate because it suggests that this middle type is somehow secondary to the 
'true ''  (direct) reflexive (see section 2.1.7). This, however, seems unjustified, considering 
thatt  the body motion middle has a considerably higher  text-frequency than the direct 
reflexivee middle (for  frequency-figures, see section 2.3.2). Furthermore, the term body 
motionmotion middle is attractive since it is specific and self-explanatory, unlike some of the 
aforementionedd terms.127 

Bodyy motion verbs are typically volitional. However, many body motion verbs can 
alsoo be used non-volitionally. An example is the intransitiv e middle KIVEOUXX I  that can 

1222 The medium tantum ërcoum 'follow' may also be considered a body motion verb. C.J. Ruijgh pointed 
outt to me (pers. comm.) that the verb might have had a causative active counterpart, like many other body 
motionn middles. On one of the new Mycenaean tablets from Thebes (Fq 254+255.1), a form a-pi-e-qe can be 
found,, which can be read as active au<p{-heaKwe 'make s.o. follow'. "Ercoum is a very old medium tantum, 
cf.. Skt. sacate 'accompany', Lat. sequor 'follow'. 

1233 The different distributions of aXKo\iai and its synonym 7rn8da> are investigated in ch. 5. 

1244 Probably an ancient medium tantum, cf. Skt. ndsate 'join, unite'. 

1255 Often, oi'xoum is used in a perfect-iike sense 'be gone, be away'. 

1266 An active causative avot-xd ŵ 'make to recoil' occurs once at Pi. N. 10.49; the simple active is found 
inn Hesychius. The old (Homeric) causative formation was èic£Ka5ov (with irregular -K-). 

1277 A marginal class of media tantum that is related to the middle verbs of body motion are the verbs that 
designatee physical functions such as epeuyoucu 'spit, disgorge, belch', rcépöojiai 'break wind', nrdpvDuai 
'sneeze',, xpéunxouai 'cough, clear one's throat', xaaudouai 'yawn'. These verbs are semantically similar to 
thee body motion verbs in that they also involve, to some extent, a movement of the body. The difference is 
thatt the verbs of body motion are completely volitional, whereas the middles of physical actions are often 
inducedd by an internal or external physical stimulus. Therefore, although the subject performs the action, it is 
nott a prototypical agent. Another difference between these verbs and the typical body motion middles is that 
thee former do not involve a change of state, or more specifically, there is no change of location or body 
posture.. There are also a number of active verbs belonging to this semantic class, e.g., p8éü) 'break wind', 
PrjTTO)) 'cough', èuéü) 'vomit', óueixco 'make water', oüpéco 'make water', icxoupü) 'sneeze' (secondarily after 
aoristt ercxapov, cf. nxdpvuucu), nxxxo 'spit, throw up', xdaicco 'yawn', x^^to 'ease oneself. 
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havee an animate subject (someone moving volitionally ) as well as an inanimate subject 
(somethingg moving spontaneously). For  example, 

(16)) [The Greeks] (...), oi 5è caq èiavf|9naav, ëcpEuyov aa|ievoi TTJV ucrcov npbq TTJV 
nXaxaiéwvv TCÓXIV , (...) (Hdt. 9.52) 
(...),, and once they moved, they fled gladly from the cavalry to the city of the Plataeans, (...) 

(17)) [The island Chemmis] (...), Xéyetai 5è vn' Aiyvnxiasv eivai cd$TT| i\ vfjaoc, nkanr\. 
avxbqavxbq U.EV EYOÖYE ome nkiovoav ome KivnBeïaav eï8ov, (...) (Hdt. 2.156.2) 
(...),, and it is said by the Egyptians that this island floats. I myself have not seen it float nor move, (...) 

Thesee examples make clear  that the body motion middle is related to the spontaneous 
processs middle. 

Beforee I proceed to the next middle use, I wish devote some space to a rather 
peripherall  but interesting member of the body motion class. This construction-type is 
exemplifiedd by the following Homeric lines: 

(18)) ocuxpoxépTiai öè x^poiv ETtEacruuivoq taxpe rcéipriq, 
xf\c,, EXJEXO axevaxtüv, (...) (e 428-9) 
Onn he rushed and seized the rock with both hands, and clung to it, groaning, (...) 

(19)) aAAct fXE0opu.r|0eiq èvi ïcuuaaiv èAAdfter'  a\mi<; [= axeSiric,] (e 325) 
(...),, but lunged after it amid the waves, and laid hold of it [= the raft]. 

Normally ,, active exco and Xotupdvco govern the accusative, marking the direct object. This 
directt  object is a patient in that the agent-subject exercises complete power  over  it. In the 
exampless above, however, Ï%(Ü and Xajipctvco have genitival complement. The verb may 
bee active as well as middle, e.g. (active) AxxpE rcéxpric, (E 428), and (middle) èAAdpEi' 
a\)Tf|<;;  (E 325). In this construction, the complement is not a patient, since the subject does 
nott  exercise complete power  over  it. The genitive case expresses that the agent-subject can 
onlyy take hold of a part of the object {partitive genitive). The fact that both the active and 
thee middle form occur  in this genitive construction, is an indication of the unmarkedness 
off  the active (see section 1.1.4), i.e., the active form can often be used when the 
affectednesss of the subject is inferrabl e from the context.128 Now the question remains as 
too what is the semantic contribution of the middle voice in this type of construction. In the 
constructionn at issue, the subject undergoes the major effect of the event. It is the subject 
that,, by performing the action, becomes steady and stabilized, as opposed to the active 

1288 Notice that the construction of ëxojxai + gen. in the sense 'take hold of must be sharply distinguished 
fromm the construction of exouxxi + gen. that means quite the opposite 'keep oneself back from', e.g.: a\>tol 
u.èvv éxióu.£Öa 6riioxfixoc/ ÊK (3eXÉcov (E 129) ('Then we will keep ourselves back from the fight, beyond the 
rangee of missiles'). The latter construction is an instance of the body motion middle, which can also be 
concludedd from the existence of a causative active construction (e.g. B 275, N 687). "Ex°Mtfl + gen. in the 
sensee 'be next to' has probably developed from the meaning 'take hold of. 
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constructionn with an accusative object. Thus, the subject may be considered a (albeit 
somewhatt untypical) patient.129 

2.1.55 Collective Motion Middl e 

Thiss middle usage type concerns verbs that designate motion types that are naturally and 
necessarilyy performed by groups of (typically animate) individuals, namely gathering and 
dispersing.dispersing. Examples are: 

(20)) 7ru6ó|i£voi 8è oi Kapec; avveXéyovto èrc! AevKÓu; te axr|Xa<; mtaouivat; mi 
71OT0CUOVV Mapa-ÓTiv (...) ( H dt 5.118.1) 
Andd when the Carians heard this, they assembled at the place called the White Pillars, by the river 
Marsyass (...) 

(21)) (bq TCÖV uioyouivov yévexo iaxA te rcóvoq xe (A 456) 
Soo from them, while they were joining in battle, came shouting and toiling. 

Thee active transitive counterpart of the collective motion middle - like that of the body 
motionn middles and the spontaneous process middles - has causative meaning. Examples 
are:130 0 

ccXi^oumm 'gather (intr.)' aA,i£a> 'gather (trans.)' 
ayEipo\imayEipo\im 'gather (intr.)' ayeipco 'gather (trans.)' 
cc9poi£oumm 'gather (intr.)' ctöpoi^ö) 'gather (trans.)' 
ctoX>a£o|imm 'gather (intr.)' aoXKi^ca 'gather (trans.)' 
\x>o\iai\x>o\iai 'dissolve (intr.)'131 Xvm 'dissolve (trans.)' 
\iioyo\ia\\iioyo\ia\ 'mingle (intr.)'132 uiayo) 'mingle (trans.)' 
oiciSvauxcii  'disperse (intr.)' oidSvrmi 'disperse (trans.)' 
(ovX)'kbfo\Lai(ovX)'kbfo\Lai 'gather (intr.)' (a\>X)Aivc& 'gather (trans.)' 

I2VV This type of reflexive, mainly occurring with verbs of holding and grasping, is also known from 
modernn languages that have reflexive systems. Compare, for instance, German den Stuhl festhalten vs. sich 
amam Stuhl festhalten. The Russian counterpart of this construction is called consequential reflexive by 
Gerritsenn (1990: 88ff). Note further that in German, as in Greek, the construction does not govern a direct 
objectt (cf. am Stuhl). 

mm I notice in passing that all middles of collective motion have passive aorist forms in Classical Greek. 
Too this matter I will return in ch. 3. 

1311 E.g.: Xmo 5' óycóv (Ü 1). Obviously, this is a metaphorical extension of the physiological meaning 
'dissolve'' (spontaneous process middle). 

1322 NKcrvouai is often construed with a dative-complement, e.g., T\)5ei5r|<; 5' è^ccmic, low icpojidxoiaiv 
èuixOrii  (E 134) ('The son of Tydeus returned again and mingled with the foremost fighters'). The semantic 
differencee between the construction with dative and the construction without dative is that, in the former 
case,, there is an asymmetrical relationship between the participants involved. In the construction with dative, 
onee individual is singled out as the subject-referent. The dative case can be explained as a comitative dative 
(seee Schwyzer, II : 160), cf. English mingle with, meet with. This type of construction is a departure of the 
collectivee motion middle since it may involve only one moving participant. However, it still resembles the 
typicall  collective motion middle in that it necessarily involves more than one individual. 
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Unlik ee the reciprocal event type (see next section), the participatin g individuals do not 
directt  the action towards one another. Nevertheless, the collective motion type has in 
commonn with the reciprocal middle that the action can only take place by virtu e of the 
individual ss behaving in an identical and joint fashion. The difference between them is that 
inn the reciprocal event micro-events are distinguishable to a certain degree: A acts on B as 
BB acts on A. Collective motion cannot be analyzed into distinct micro-events: the entities 
involvedd necessarily act as an inseparable collective. A further  difference is that a 
collectivee motion event involves a change of state of the subject: a number  of separate 
individual ss turns into a unified collective, or  vice versa.133 

Thee subject of a collective motion is an agent since it initiates and performs the 
action.. Yet, with respect to volition the collective subject ranks lower  than the subject of 
individuall  motion, since the actions of the individual participants in a collective motion 
eventt  are not conceived of as separate actions. The collective event is viewed as a single 
actionn carried out jointl y by a group of individuals, in which the individuals are complete-
lyy dependent on one another  if the action is to succeed. Clearly, the volition of such a 
collectivee is restricted as it cannot simply 'make up its mind' to carry out an action. 
Accordingly,, collective motion events can, to some extent, be conceived of as processes 
whichh take place spontaneously. As a result, semantically, the collective motion middle is 
locatedd in a continuum between the (individual ) body motion middle (section 2.1.4) and 
thee spontaneous process middle (2.1.2)134. 

Thee collective motion middle is also related to the passive (2.1.1). In both types, 
thee subject undergoes the effect of the event, and is thus a patient. The difference between 
thee two types is the degree in which the subject can be regarded as the Initiato r  of the 
event.. However, in many cases it is unclear  or  irrelevant who or  what is the initiatin g 
entity.. For  example, 

(22)) Avxo 6' dycbv, taxoi 8è 6oöc<; eni vf)aq ËKaaxoi 
ècndSvavt''  iévai (O, 1-2) 
Thenn the assembly was broken up/broke up, and the men scattered, each man to go to his own ship. 

Thee verb Xvxo can both be interpreted as a collective motion135 and as a true passive 'be 
brokenn up' since, in epic at least, assemblies are normally broken up by the leader. This is 
shownn by a parallel in the active voice: 

(23)) A-üaev 5' ayopfiv ahjn-|pr|v. 
oïï uèv ap' èoKiövav-co, ea npbq 5a>uxx0' eicaoToq (p 257-8) 
Andd he broke up the assembly, brief as it was. They then scattered, each one to his own house; (...) 

Inn the case of Xmo at Q 1, the role of the leader  - probably Agamemnon -, and his order 
too break up the assembly remain completely implicit . If, however, we interpret Xmo as a 
collectivee motion, the participants themselves are viewed as taking the initiativ e to break 

1333 Because of their similarity, Kemmer (1993: 123-5) treats the naturally collective event type 
subtypee of the reciprocal situation type (in her chapter 4.1). 

1344 Manney treats the collective type as a subtype of spontaneous changes of state (2000: 175). 

1355 Note that also èaictèvavT' 'they scattered' denotes a collective motion. 
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upp the assembly. Of course, this difference in interpretation is very important to the 
overalll  interpretation of the narrative. What is relevant to the story is the fact that the 
assemblyy broke up, not who did it. This example shows, however, that the difference 
betweenn passive middle and intransitive collective motion middle is a matter of degree, 
dependingg on the saliency of the role of the leader of the collective. The more salient the 
rolee of the leader as an Initiator is, the more we are entitled to regard the verb as passive. 

2.1.66 Reciprocal Middl e 

Accordingg to Lichtenberk (1985: 21), reciprocal events involve contexts in which "there 
aree two participants, A and B, and the relation in which A stands to B is the same as that 
inn which B stands to A".136 In Greek, reciprocal middle verbs are rare. All reciprocal 
middlee verbs denote natural reciprocal events, that is to say, events that normally involve 
moree than one participant acting on each other. Most reciprocal middle verbs are media 
tantum,, and, for the lion's share, they relate to events that have to do with contending. 
Conversely,, events that are normally not performed in a reciprocal configuration are 
expressedd by an active verb and the reciprocal pronoun a)Jd\kox>q. This phenomenon is 
analogouss to the use of the direct reflexive middle vs. the reflexive pronoun (see section 
2.1.7). . 

Thee first type of reciprocal middle verbs I will discuss concerns the reciprocal 
verbss that have one argument. For example, 

&Y(ov{£o|iatt 'contend, fight' 
&Kpof}oXi£o|i mm 'fight with missiles' 
8npiouai/8Tipuxou,aii  (Horn.) 'contend' 

AA typical example is the following: 

(24)) mi xa \ikv Gxpaxómba auxpóiepa oafccoq frycövCaaTo (Hdt. 1.76.4) 
Soo hard did the two armies fight. 

Thee two armies are viewed as one holistic referential entity both initiating and performing 
thee action (agent) and undergoing the action (patient). 

13fii The reciprocal middle is semantically middle as the subject is both Initiator and Endpoint of the 
event.. Reciprocals are semantically related to reflexives. In both types the subject (typically animate entities) 
performss the same action as it undergoes; the subject is both Initiator and Endpoint. The difference between 
thee reciprocal middle and the direct reflexive middle is that the former involves a second participating entity, 
whilee the latter does not. The semantic similarity between reflexives and reciprocals is manifested by the fact 
thatt they are formally marked alike in many languages, as in French Us se regardent. This utterance is 
interpretablee as 'they look at themselves' and as 'they look at each other'. Langacker (1991a: 370) puts it in 
thesee words: "What motivates s^'s extension from reflexive to reciprocal use is the shared conception of the 
samee participant (necessarily plural in the case of reciprocals) functioning as both the head and the tail of an 
actionn chain or its analog." The relationship between reflexives and reciprocals across languages is discussed 
inn several papers collected in Frajzyngier & Curl (2000a). 
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Thee second type of reciprocal concerns two-participant verbs. The individual 
entitiess involved are not fused into one subject-participant, but are expressed by separate 
constituents.. In Greek the second argument has the dative-case.137 Examples are: 

au.iAAdou.aiau.iAAdou.ai (+ dat.) 'contend with' 
5iajcovT{£oumm (+ dat.) 'contend with others at throwing the javelin'138 

öiaXéyojiaii  (+ dat.) 'converse with'139 

èpi^ouaii  (+ dat.) 'strive, quarrel with' (Horn.)140 

u,dpvanaii  (+ dat.) 'fight, contend with' (Hom./poetry) 
ndxojiocii  (+ dat.) 'fight, quarrel with' 
7iXnKT{£ouo:ii  (+ dat.) 'exchange blows with' (e.g. <P 499) 
(ixm^oumm (+ dat.) 'push s.o. and be pushed' 

Ann example in context: 

(25)) Ola noizviiev, avSpec; Iicóöai. 5o\>Xoiai xoïai f||LiETépoiai uaxójievoi (...) (Hdt. 
4.3.3) ) 
Menn of Scythia, what are we doing? While we are fighting with our own slaves (...). 

Thee two reciprocal types mentioned above (with and without dative complement) 
involvee a different conceptualization of the event. When the entities are coded as one 
participantt  (i.e. the subject), the individual entities involved are viewed as a single holistic 
entityy (cf. the cats in The cats fight). The event itself is conceived of as a cluster  of 
symmetricall  causal relationships. No prominence is given to either  one of the micro-
events,, i.e. individual A acting on B = B acting on A. The construction with a dative-
complement,, however, presents the subject-participant as being the most prominent 
participantt  (generally the discourse topic), and, as a consequence, the outgoing causal 
chainn from subject to dative is highlighted. Consider  the clause The cat fights with the 
dog.dog. The incoming causal chain, the fighting of the dog which affects the cat, is somewhat 

1377 Kiihner-Gerth (I: 432) and Schwyzer (II: 161) treat the dative with verbs of fighting as a subtype of 
thee comitative dative. The dative may also express that the participant has the semantic role experiencer in 
thee sense as it is used by Langacker. According to Langacker the experiencer role has a dual nature. In some 
expressionss the experiencer only passively registers sensations. However, there are also expressions in which 
thee experiencer can be attributed some kind of initiative role (Langacker 1991a: 327-9, 2000: 31). In the 
samee way, the dative participant with verbs of fighting has a dual character. On the one hand, s/he registers 
thee acts of violence performed by the subject; on the other hand, s/he is actively involved in that s/he 
reciprocatess these acts of violence. Interestingly, Apollonius seems to give a similar analysis of the meaning 
off  the dative-case with verbs of fighting. He explains the occurrence of the dative by the idea that the dative-
participant,, like the subject-participant, is both actively and passively involved in the action (A.D. Synt. 428 
Uhlig;; Lallot 1994; Lallot 1997, I: 267). 

1388 Simplex &KOVT{£Ü ) 'hurl a javelin' is always active. The preposition 8ia- contributes a sense of 
dividednesss and mutuality. Compare also öia-Xéyouai 'converse' and Xiyca 'speak'. 

1399 Unlike the other reciprocal verbs öiocXéyouai has a passive aorist form, 5ieA£%0nv. In section 3.2.3.3, 
II  wil l make an attempt to explain this rather remarkable form. 

1400 The active èpi£<o has the same meaning, and occurs more frequently. Possibly, the active presents the 
eventt as a neutral activity 'make ëpiq', while the middle profiles the reciprocal facet. 
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backgrounded.. In Greek, the incoming action chain is, however, explicitly coded by means 
off  the middle inflection of the verb.141 

Ass was said before, the reciprocal middles are typically verbs of fighting, and most 
off  them are media tantum. However, there appear  to be sporadic cases of middle verbs 
withh reciprocal meaning that correspond to non-reciprocal active verbs. An interesting 
examplee is: 

(26)) dvxi yap xo\> rcpoaayopeveiv aXkr\kovq «piAiown xoïai axóuxxai, r\v 5e r\ ovxepoc, 
\mo8eéaxepo<;;  óAiycp, xdc, rcapeidc; «piXeovxai (...) (Hdt. 1.134.1) 
Insteadd of greeting, they kiss one another on the mouth. If one of the two is a little humbler, they kiss 
onn the cheek. 

Remarkably,, Herodotus first uses the expected construction of the active verb (piAico 'kiss' 
withh the reciprocal pronoun aXk^Xoxx;, but in the next clause the middle qnXeovxai is 
used,, apparently with a reciprocal meaning (the accusative xdq Ttotpeidq must be taken as a 
accusativee of the body part affected). The use of the middle form to express a reciprocal 
meaningg is possible here because a direct reflexive interpretation is precluded: kissing, like 
fighting,, is not an activity one usually performs on oneself.142 

Anotherr  case of a reciprocal middle verb in opposition to a non-reciprocal active is 
&U£iPouxxii  in Homer. For  example, 

(27)) oi jièv a\i£i$6\i£voi (fvotaxKdc; ëxov (I  471) 
Theyy kept watch alternating with one another. 

Considerr  further  formulas such as a\>xdp èya> pav du.eiPOM.evoq rcpoaéeuiov. These middle 
verbss cannot be interpreted as passives, since their  subjects are actively involved. The 
activee dfidpco means 'exchange s.th.'; the reciprocal middle originall y must have meant 

1411 With semantically related verbs like épi^ü) 'quarrel', VEIKÉGO 'quarrel', rcoXeuito 'quarrel', and 
TtocAauoo 'wrestle', which can also have a dative complement, the reciprocity is not coded grammatically, and, 
ass a consequence, deemphasized, e.g. 7iaXai(o 4>IXOUJIX£I8TI CI am wrestling with the son of Philomeleus'). 
Itt is, however, still an inherent facet of the lexical semantics of the verb. If the speaker wishes to present the 
eventt as symmetrical, the construction with the reciprocal pronoun (in the dative) must be used, e.g. 
TtccAaiouatt aXki\kai<; ('they are wrestling with each other'). 

Note,, further, that there is also a group of verbs with an accusative complement that may well be 
consideredd reciprocals, e.g., ayKaXi^onai + ace. 'embrace', aajid^oum + ace. 'welcome, greet', 5e£ióou.cu 
++ dat./+ ace 'greet with the right hand' (dyKotXi^oum and Se^ióouai have a passive). The middles Sictveuo-
uaii  and 5aiouai/6axéouai 'divide (among one another)' are often claimed to be reciprocals (K-G, I: 90, 
Gildersleevee 1980: 67). However, I prefer to consider these verbs indirect reflexive middles since (i) they are 
-- unlike typical reciprocals - transitive, and (ii) the subject also receives a share (i.e., the subject is beneficia-
ry),, e.g., (...) 5ieveiuavTO TT\V dpxfiv ó Zevq, ó rioaeiScov KOU ó nXovxcöv, £7tei5Ti rcapa xoxi naxpbc, 
napéXa(3ov.. (PI. Grg. 523a) ('(...) Zeus, Poseidon, and Pluto divided the sovereignty among themselves, after 
theyy took it over from their father'), 

1422 Besides the reciprocal pronoun, the reflexive pronoun can also be used with a reciprocal meaning (see 
K-G,, I: 573-5). The reflexive pronoun is preferred in cases where there is a contrast with a third group of 
individuals,, e.g. (pöovoüaiv èainoii; uotXAxw r\ xdiq aXkoic, dv8ptÓ7toi<; (Xen. Mem. 3.5.16) ('they are more 
enviouss and bitter against one another than against the rest of the world'). But often the reflexive pronoun 
seemss to be used merely for the sake of variation, e.g. cpOovouviet; èaxnoïc, Uioovaiv dM.T|Xov<; (Xen. Mem. 
2.6.20)) ('envying each other, they hate one another'). 
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'exchangee one another', i.e. 'swop over*. This meaning then developed into the idea of 
alternatingg with one another, as, for instance, in changing the guard and in answering one 
anotherr (see also section 2.1.10).143 

2.1.77 Direct Reflexive Middl e 

Thee direct reflexive middle type involves a human agent that volitionally performs an 
actionn on him or herself.144 Many direct reflexive middle verbs relate to grooming 
activitiess such as 'bathing', 'dressing', etc.145 The action is typically executed on the 
surfacee of the body by means of the hands. Examples of direct reflexive middles are (see 
alsoo K-G, I: 103-4):146 

Grooming Grooming 
Keiponaii  'cut off one's hair, have a hair-cut' 
ta>\>u.aita>\>u.ai 'bathe oneself 
ciA^uponaii  'anoint oneself 
&nou\>TTou.ctii  'blow one's nose' 
dno\j/dou,aii  'wipe one's nose' 
evvuuaii  'dress oneself 
^tóvvuumm 'gird oneself 
Koau.ouu.aii  'adorn oneself 

Notee that keeping watch in shifts may involve what Kemmer calls a chaining situation: "a chain of 
pairedd relations in an ordered series of participants. (...). Each participant is the Initiator in one relation and 
thee Endpoint of a second relation of the same type" (Kemmer 1993: 100). In other words, in the chaining 
situationn A acts on 8, B acts on C, and so forth, whereas in the typical reciprocal situation A acts on B and 
vicee versa. 

1444 The direct reflexive event type is semantically middle (as opposed to passive) in that the subject is 
bothh the Initiator of the action, and the Endpoint (affected entity). 

1455 A difference between the direct reflexive middle and the body motion middle is that the direct 
reflexivee middle does not denote a total physical change of state. When one shaves oneself, for instance, 
one'ss body does not undergo a complete change of state, the affectedness is restricted to a particular zone, 
typicallyy on the surface of the body. Conversely, activities like 'stand up', 'move' necessarily imply a 
completee change of state, or more precisely, a change of body posture or location. The direct reflexive 
middlee KaOoupouai 'purify oneself (aor. èKaOn,pauT|v) may be the proverbial exception to the rule since the 
verbb does denote a change of state ('become KaGocpóq'). This is, however, not a very striking exception to 
thee rule, if we consider that tauuai, although it does not denote that the subject becomes clean, will 
generallyy imply that the subject becomes clean. Therefore, an utterance such as / washed myself, but I did not 
becomebecome clean is somewhat odd - though not impossible. Furthermore, a perfect like XeAouuivoc, 'be washed' 
necessarilyy implies that the subject is clean at the moment of utterance. 

1466 Note that all direct reflexive middle verbs have sigmatic middle aorist forms, e.g. ÊKEipdujiv 'I had a 
hair-cut',, dniyi^diiTiv 'I hung myself. I wil l return to the aorist morphology extensively in ch. 3. Note, 
further,, that the active counterparts of direct reflexive middles do not have a causative meaning, as opposed 
too the body motion middles (ÏOTTUII 'make s.o. stand' vs. ïcrcauou 'stand still'). Thus, Xovco does not mean 
'makee s.o. wash himself, but 'wash s.o.'. Causation is expressed by the construction of jcoiia» with an 
infinitive,, e.g., anay'tpLGföai ue noriaeic, (Theocr. 3.9) ('Thou'lt make me hang myself). The same point is 
madee by Rijksbaron (19942: 151nl). 
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v(£oumm 'wash one's hands/feet1 

^upouuaii  'shave oneself 

OtherOther types of direct reflexive actions: 
djid-yxoumm 'hang oneself 
fuuvd^oncuu 'exercise oneself 
öécpououu 'masturbate*147 

êvróvoumm (Hom.) 'prepare oneself14* 
KctXunToumm 'cover oneself 
KVCOUOCII  'scratch oneself 
KÓntouaii  'beat oneself  M9 

napoxTKe\)d^ou4Xii  'prepare oneself 
axeqxxvoouaii  'crown oneself 
acpdxxoumm 'kil l oneself 
xunxoumm 'beat oneself 

Directt  reflexive middle designate actions that are normally performed on oneself. Actions 
thatt  are not normally performed on oneself are coded in an active construction with a 
reflexivee pronoun (see also K-G, I: 111):150 

(28)) piJCTEi avtöv ei<; TTIV SdAxxxxav (Dem. 32.6) 
Hee throws himself into the sea. 

1477 The original meaning of active 5é<po> was 'make supple with the hand, knead', cf. the derivative 5éyoa 
(Hdt.. 4.64.2). 

1488 Cf. active plus pronoun: eü èvxuvccaav ë' ot\)xr|v (E 162) ('(...), when she had beauteously adorned 
herself,, (...)'). 

1499 As an act of mourning (likewise xvrcxouou). The frequent use of these verbs in contexts of grief 
eventuallyy effected a lexical semantic shift as they gradually came to be used as actual verbs of mourning 
thatt are construed with an object of the person being mourned for (cf. óXo<p-ópo(iai), e.g. xunxoum xtva 'I 
mournn for s.o.\ 

1500 More examples in Gildersleeve (1900: 67-8). A look at the frequency ratios of actives vs. direct 
reflexivess is illustrative. AiSwui 'give' denotes an event of which subject and object are usually not co-
referential.. Therefore, direct reflexivity is expressed by an active verb form and a reflexive pronoun. A quick 
glancee in Powell's lexicon to Herodotus shows that only 20 instances (of a total of 270 active forms) of 
8{8ö)uii  concern the reflexive construction with êoruxóv, i.e. less than 10%. Compare this figure with the ratio 
off  active forms of óAeupto, d7tdyxo), yuuvd^a), tanxo, vî co vs. direct reflexive middles of the same verbs. 
Thee following figures are based on an index search with Pandora in the TLG. I have counted the 3rd person 
aoristt forms of the simple and compound verbs. The aorist forms are used in order to be able to filter out the 
passivee forms: djtfVŷ e 2x (2%) vs. dTrnj^axo 81x (98%), fjtenye 98x (76%) vs. ritatyaxo 31x (24%), 
èyuuvaaEE 45x (78%) vs. èyuuvdaaxo 13x (22%), ëtamae 24x (39%) vs. èXouaaxo 60x (71%), evi\|/e 53x 
(48%)) vs. èvivj/axo 58x (52%). It can be concluded that the direct reflexive middles occur quite frequently as 
comparedd to their active counterparts (ranging from 98% [djifiy^ctTo] to 22% [eyuuvdaocxo]), whereas the 
activeactive (pronominal) direct reflexive has a frequency of less than 10% (8{5(oui). The verb drcdyxoum 'to 
hangg oneself is almost a medium tantum: the - rarely occurring - active never means 'to hang s.o.', but 
moree generally 'to strangle'. I have not taken KÓrcxouat and XUTIXOUOU into account - of which the active 
formss are far more frequent than their (direct reflexive) middles -, because of their highly restricted, 
idiomaticc use 'beat oneself as a token of mourning'. 
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Althoughh in the latter  construction the subject-referent is affected (so in principl e the 
middlee form would be semantically possible), the middle form is not used. This is 
economicallyy motivated: the speaker  need not use the middle voice to express reflexivity , 
ass this is already expressed by means of the reflexive pronoun.151 An interesting exam-
plee is found in Xenophon: 

(29)) evioi yap (...) npoanoOvfiaKouai UTCÖ XOU «póffou, oi \ikv pucxowceq èaurouq, oi 
8èè <x7ia7xó*i£voi, oi 8' dicoa<)>artóu£voi (Xen. Cyr. 3.1.25). 
Somee (...) die in terror before their time - some by hurling themselves over a precipice, others by 
hangingg themselves, others by cutting their own throats. 

Here,, both an active verb with a reflexive pronoun, and two middle verbs occur  side by 
side.. To explain these different strategies, Gildersleeve (1900: 64) remarks "Th e only 
middlee for  self-murder  is otTcdy^aoÖai, to hang oneself [but what about d7r.oo<paxxóp.Evoi?, 
RJA],RJA], which seems to have been the most natural form of suicide". This conclusion is not 
entirelyy correct. The conclusion should not be drawn from the fact that dTidyxoum is a 
middlee that, to Greeks, hanging oneself is the natural way to commit suicide, as opposed 
too other  means (e.g. pfoxEiv èccuxóv). Rather, we should infer  that it is equally or  more 
naturall  to hang oneself as it is to to hang someone else, as it is equally or  more natural to 
washh oneself than to wash another  (Xouco vs. Axrouai). Obviously, the same cannot be said 
off  piTcxo) 'throw' . Indeed, this point is clearly supported by the frequency figures: the ratio 
activee andyx© vs. middle dTidyxoum is about 2 % vs. 98 %! (see note 150). 

Likewise,, a<pd£oum 'kil l oneself seems to be an action that is naturally performed 
withh respect to oneself.152 The example in Herodotus (1.45.3), which was already 
mentionedd in section 1.1.4, of the active plus reflexive pronoun is a special case:153 

(30)) "ASpTiaxoc; 8e (...), oüxoq br\ 6 cpovdx; u.èv xou ÉCÖVXOÖ d8Ê <peot> yevóu.evo<;, 
(pove\)c;;  8è xot> KO:9TIPO:VTO<; , (...) èiuKaxaaqKX^Ei xco xuufla) EGWCOV (Hdt. 1.45.3) 
Butt Adrastus (...), he who became the slayer of his own brother and the slayer of his purifier, (.„), slew 
himselfhimself over the grave. 

Thee fact that Adrastus kill s himself is explicitly and emphatically contrasted with his 
killin gg his brother  and the son of his benefactor, which was mentioned in the first part of 
thee sentence. 

Anotherr  type of context in which the active verb plus the reflexive pronoun occurs 
involvess contrastive emphasis. Consider 

1511 As Kemmer puts it (1993: 235): "Don't bother to mark semantic properties that are inherent in the 
event".. In section 1.1.4, I have argued that the active form can be used in these reflexive contexts because 
thee active voice is unmarked with respect to the feature of subject-affectedness. 

1522 For a similar view, see Cock (1981: 8). 

1533 In combination with a reflexive pronoun, the middle voice may also be used, e.g. Xen. An. 1.8.29: 
èccuTÖvv è7ciaq>d^ao6ai. Again, the reflexive pronoun emphasizes that the subject (Artapates) slew himself, 
ratherr than that someone was ordered to slew Artapates, as was mentioned in the preceding sentence. The 
middlee voice here redundantly expresses reflexivity (see section 1.1.4). 
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(31)) (...) ÓTióxe Yujivdoai po\>Aoiio èavcóv te Kal xouc, UCICODC, (Xen. An. 1.2.7) 
(...)) whenever he wished to give himself and his horses exercise. 

Byy means of the reflexive pronoun, the patient is presented as if it were a separate entity. 
Thiss makes it possible for  the patient - in spite of the referential identity with the agent-
subjectt  - to be contrasted with a second, external, patient-participant. 

Inn the direct reflexive middles (Xovuxxi), however, the Initiator-aspect of the subject 
iss also, to some extent, conceptually distinguished from the Endpoint-aspect. A separation 
iss conceived between the agent-mind of the subject, and the patient-body. This conceptual 
distinctionn of Initiator-aspect and Endpoint-aspect is facilitated by the salient outward 
manifestationn of the action: the clearly visible activity of the hands on the body. By 
contrast,, in the case of the body motion middles, the Initiator-aspect and the Endpoint-
aspectt  are less clearly distinguishable. In an action such as 'sit down', the body as a 
wholewhole is both performing and undergoing the event. 

Above,, I have discussed the differences between the direct reflexive middle  ̂the 
directt  reflexive active plus pronoun construction, and the body motion middle. These three 
constructionn types can be located on a scale that relates to the relative distinguishability of 
thee agent and patient participants (see also Kemmer 1993: 73). This scale also includes the 
activee transitive construction and the active intransitiv e construction. At the one extreme 
off  the scale, the prototypical transitive is located. The prototypical transitive clause is 
characterizedd by maximal distinguishability of agent and patient, since they are clearly 
distinctt  participants referrin g to different entities in reality. Lower  distinguishability is 
inherentt  in the pronominal direct reflexive since the two participants are preferential. 
Positionedd still lower  on the scale is the direct reflexive middle. The distinguishability of 
thee participants is lower  because the agent and patient are fused into one participant (the' 
subject).. However, there still remains some conception of separateness of the agent and 
patientt  due to the middle inflection that codes the patient-role of the subject. At the other 
extremee of the scale, we find the active intransitive. In the active intransitiv e clause there 
aree no agent and patient to be distinguished. One sole participant remains: the subject. 
Thiss participant can be either  like an agent (e.g. eïua 'I  am going'), or  more like a patient 
(arcoëvfiaKcoo 'I  am dying'). 

Interestingly,, the conceptual distinguishability of participants is iconically reflected 
inn the formal structure of the respective expressions: from a full noun that expresses the 
patientt  in the prototypical transitive expressing, via a reflexive pronoun that expresses the 
patientt  in the direct reflexive active, through an inflection that expresses the affectedness 
off  the subject in the direct reflexive middle, and finally to the total absence of a separate 
patient-rolee in the active intransitiv e verb. This correlation between conceptual distinguis-
habilit yy and formal structure is represented in the following table: 
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Tablee 1: Correlation between conceptual distinguishability and formal structure 

Distinguishabilityy of 
patient-participant t 

HIGH H 

LOW W 

Construction n 

TRANSITIVEE ACTIVE 
DIRECTT REFLEXIVE ACTIVE 
DIRECTT REFLEXIVE MIDDLE 
INTRANSITIVEE ACTIVE 

Formall  expression of 
patient-participant t 

FULLL NOUN 
PRONOUNN (èctvcóv) 
INFLECTIONN (middle endings) 
--

Thee correlation between, on the one hand, the degree of conceptual separation between the 
twoo participants, and, on the other, the degree to which they are lexically or grammatically 
autonomous,, has already been noted by Haiman (1983), Haiman (1985: 105), Langacker 
(1991a:: 370), Croft (1990: 174), and Kemmer (1993). 

Thee direct reflexive middle is related to the indirect reflexive middle. This is 
shownn by the existence of a special construction that seems to occupy an intermediate 
positionn between the two middle types. This construction is exemplified by the following 
liness from Homer (taken from Chantraine 1963: 178):154 

(32)) a. viyaro 5' OUTCN; x&Pa$ (H 230) 
Hee himself washed his hands. 

b.. xPoot raXov ahziyaphn] (H 175) 
Afterr she had anointed her beautiful skin, (...) 
c.. xe\)X£ot T' kfy&dovxo (r 114)155 

(...),, and they took off their armour. 

d.. KecpaXfiv 5' ö ye KÓyaxo X£pai (X 33) 
Hee beat on his head with his hands. 

Thee middle verbs are to be interpreted as direct reflexives, i.e. v{\|/ocxo = 'he washed 
himself.. The active counterpart supports this analysis, compare: 

(33)) xa> ox no&aq vCyoo (x 376) 
Thereforee I will wash your feet [lit. : I will wash you the feet] 

Thee active verb vi\|/co takes a complex direct object, consisting of a whole (ae) and a part 
(nóbac,).(nóbac,). The fact that the possessor of the feet is expressed in the accusative case (i.e. as 
aa patient/direct object) confirms the analysis that the middle is to be viewed as a direct 

1544 Chantraine (1963: 178) notes: "Les categories du moyen transitif ou intransitif (...) ne peuvent pas 
toujourss se séparer de maniere tranchée." For this construction, see also Munro (1891: 131-2), Gildersleeve 
1900-11:: 68-9), and Jacquinod (1989: 29-30). 

1555 Note that the use of the construction also extends to clothing (e.g. XEX>XZOL). After body parts, clothes 
aree the things that are closest to the body. 

1566 Other examples are Kataui^aTO xeipa (E 425) and ÖÓKpu' óuop^duevov (0 88). 
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reflexive,, and not as an indirect reflexive. In that case, we would expect a construction 
withh a dative, i.e. *aoi nóbaq viy<o (lit.: 'I will wash the feet for you').157 

However,, direct reflexives of the type viyaxo xzïpoic, resemble the indirect 
reflexivee middle in that it is construed with an accusative (xeïpaq). Originally, this 
accusative-constituentt was a direct object (as in the active counterpart with a double 
(whole-part)) object above). However, the accusative may have been reanalyzed as an 
accusativuss respectus, i.e. 'I wash myself with respect to the hands'. This reanalysis 
possiblyy occurred after Homer when the active construction with a double (whole-part) 
objectt had disappeared. 

Besidess the presence of an accusative, the direct reflexive construction of the type 
vtyaxoo X£^Pa<3 resembles the indirect reflexive construction in another respect. In general, 
thee subject can be said to benefit from the action. In sum, although this special Homeric 
constructionn should, strictly speaking, be interpreted as a direct reflexive construction, it 
resembles,, in some respects, the indirect reflexive. 

2.1.88 Perception Middl e 

Thee middle of perception relates to events in which an animate subject perceives an object 
throughh one of the sensory organs. The perceiver is mentally affected by the perception. 
Thee subject can, therefore, be considered an experiences Perceptions can both volitional 
andd non-volitional. However, it appears - as I shall argue below - that the middle 
perceptionn verbs in Greek tend to express a volitional activity. The perceiving subject is 
typicallyy actively involved in the perception. Examples are yevoum 'taste' and aicéiiTouxxi 
'lookk at, consider'. The subject can thus be considered an agent. Most middle verbs of 
perceptionn are media tantum, with the exception of yeuouai that has an active causative 
counterpartt ye\>ü) 'make s.o. taste'.158 Before I continue with a discussion of the function 

1577 K-G appear not to have understood this construction correctly. They give a concocted example, 
tououmtououm TO\><; nóSccq, and render it as "ich wasche mir die Fiisse". Apparently, they take this type of 
constructionn as an indirect reflexive middle, with xoxx; nóöaq as a direct object. It is, however, better to 
interprett the accusative in this type of construction as an accusative of respect. Furthermore, the correct Attic 
formm should have been contracted Xouum, and the verb only refers to washing the whole body, while 
washingg hands or feet is expressed by the verb (drco)v{£ü) (see Ruijgh 1991: 696). Unfortunately, due to K-
G'ss authority this example made its reappearance elsewhere several times, cf. Smyth 1920: 390, Schwyzer, 
II :: 229, Garcia Gual 1970: 25, Kemmer 1993: 1. 

1588 The verb <ppd£ouoti 'notice, consider, observe' also has a causative active <ppd£co 'indicate, tell'. 
However,, <ppd£ouca is not a true perception verb since it more often denotes purely cognitive activities. The 
medicall  author Galen (12.795) has an isolated causative óocppaivco 'make one smell at a thing'. Yet, there is 
aa clear tendency for mental process middles, as opposed to perception middles, to have active causative 
counterparts.. So we have mental processes like uiuvfioicouai 'remember' - utuvfiaiccü 'remind', (popeoum 
'bee afraid' - (popéw 'frighten', etc., but only YETJOUCU - yei)to. The explanation for this difference may be that 
itt is more difficult to force a person to perceive something, than to cause someone to experience a change of 
mentall  state, since a perceiver (esp. in the case of middle perception verbs) has control of the action, and 
wil ll  be able to offer resistance to an external causer, whereas in the case of mental processes the experiencer 
iss only passively involved in the event. The causer thus has more chance to succeed in his manipulation of 
thee causee (see also Givón 2001a: 45, 48-9). Therefore, it is more likely that there is a lexicalized causative 
verb. . 
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off  the middle voice in the class of perception verbs, I shall dwell briefly on the various 
case-constructionss that occur  with verbs of perception. 

Thee perceived object is can be marked by the accusative and the genitive. With 
verbss of seeing, the perceived object is in the accusative; with verbs of hearing and 
smellingg the perceived object is in the genitive. This difference relates to different 
conceptualizationss of the events. The accusative-case expresses that the event is viewed as 
beingg analogous to the prototypical transitive clause, i.e. the perceiver  is viewed as an 
Initiato rr  that directs his view to the perceived object (see section 1.1.2).159 By contrast, 
thee genitive case with verbs of hearing and smelling can be interpreted as a genitive of 
source.. The genitive case evokes the image that the perception emanates from the 
perceivedd entity towards the perceiver.160 Verbs of hearing may also be construed with 
ann object in the accusative case which expresses the content of what is heard, e.g., 

(34)) tavxa 5' èycbv KaXuyotx; TiKouaa (\i 389) 
Thiss I heard from Calypso. 

Thee distinction between genitive and accusative with verbs of hearing could be explained 
semanticallyy by the idea that the content of the perception is 'captured' completely by the 
perceiverr  (hence the accusative), as opposed to the source of the perception, which is 
'captured''  only partially . The genitive can therefore be interpreted both as a partitiv e 
genitive,, and as a genitive of source. The actual sound heard can be expressed both in the 
genitivee and in the accusative, e.g OLKOXXO <pcovfjĉ (poc>vT|v 'I  hear  a voice'. Apparently, the 
perceivedd sound can be viewed either  as partiall y or  as completely 'taken in' . 

Havingg digressed on the various case-constructions of perception verbs, I return 
noww to the role of the middle voice within the class of perception verbs. On the basis of 
lexicalizationn patterns in different languages, Viberg (1984) makes a tripartit e distinction 
inn the domain of perception verbs. The first involves perception in which the experiencer 
iss actively involved: controlled activity in the terms of Viberg (e.g. 'look at', 'listen') . The 
secondd relates to perception in which the experiencer  is more passively involved: non-
controlledcontrolled experience ('see', 'hear'). The thir d type includes verbs in which the source is 
markedd as the subject: source-based copulative state construction), e.g. 'the painting looks 

11 y This idea of perception is related to one that is often found in folk-theories, namely that the eye is 
thoughtt of as emanating rays of light. This kind of "naive physics" is found in Empedocles (Fr. 84). He 
comparess the eye with a lantern from which rays of light are leaping forth. This passage is cited by Aristotle 
{de{de sensu 437b23ff.). Aristotle adds that Empedocles, in a passage now lost, expresses a contrary view, 
namelyy that vision is to be explained by effluences of the objects seen. Apparenty, Empedocles thought of 
seeingg as a two-way interaction. 

1600 Also Apollonius observes that there is a semantic difference between the verbs of hearing that are 
construedd with a genitive, and the verbs of seeing that have an accusative. With regard to hearing, the 
subject,, according to Apollonius, is passively involved. The body is, as it were, penetrated by the sensory 
experience.. Conversely, seeing involves an active subject. The subject can control the event by closing his 
eyes.. These semantic differences are reflected in their respective case-constructions (A.D. Synt. 417 Uhlig; 
seee Lallot 1997, II: 262-3). 
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veryy old'. It appears that this trichotomy is also relevant for  the voice marking of 
perceptionn verbs in Greek. 

Inn relation to the voice-marking of verbs of perception, Kemmer (1993: 136) 
remarks::  "I t remains to be seen whether  the difference between more active and less active 
Experiencerr  verbs is supported by a difference in middle-marking patterns."  I believe that, 
inn Greek, a difference in middle-marking can indeed be discerned. Consider  the following 
table: : 

Tablee 2: Greek verbs of perception: volitional vs. non-volitional 

++ VOLITIO N 

di«n>d£onaii  'listen*162 

diepodouxxii  'listen, obey' 
Yevoncxii  'taste' 
öépxoumm (HomVpoetry) 'fix one's eyes, gaze' 
Gedoumm 'look at (wondering)' 
umoumm (HomVpoetry) 'seek for s.th. by touching' 
OKértToumm 'look at' 

d6p£(oo 'look at' 
pXintoo 'look at' 
(di/in)oKxeva>(di/in)oKxeva> 'watch' 
KXUCOO (HomVpoetry) 'listen' 
teuaao)teuaao) (HomVpoetry) 'look at' 
GKorcéooo 'look at'164 

-- VOLITIO N 

cticOdvoumm 'perceive, notice, learn' 
óocppouvoumm 'smell'163 

ópdoumm (esp. Hom.) 'see' 

dicoo (HomVpoetry) 'hear' 
dicotKOO 'hear'165 

PAino)) 'see' 
KXXKX>KXXKX> (HomVpoetry) 'hear'm 

\ex>ao&\ex>ao& (HomVpoetry) 'see' 
6pdo>> (aor. ei5ov) 'see' 

1611 It is hard to find examples of source-based perception verbs in Greek (i.e. 'X looks/ sounds/ smells/ 
feels// tastes good'). The few examples I found seem to display a tendency to be active which may be 
connectedd to their stative semantics, cf. ö£<o 'smell' (sporadically middle <5£oucci), rcucp{£co 'taste bitter', 
eyyA.vaocoo 'taste sweet'. I am not aware of source-based verbs meaning 'taste' or 'feel' ('X tastes/feels 
good')) in Greek. 

1622 Cf. Boeder (1961-2: 103). 

1633 Perhaps also ooudojiai 'smell' belongs to the [- Volition] class, but this is difficult to assess due to 
itss low frequency. 

1MM In Classical Greek, OKOTCÉO) replaces OKÉTCTouai in the present stem. There is also (albeit marginally) 
aa middle form aKoneoum, probably contaminated by CKÉTiTOum. SKOJIÉOJ and -orcxeuco are denominatives 
(fromm oKOKÓq 'watcher' and -cmiriq 'id.' respectively). The original meaning of both verbs was probably 
stativee 'be a watcher'. Note that stative verbs are typically actives. 

,ftSS The etymologies of dKOvxo and dKpodoucu are similar to one another. The former is a compound of 
thee root Ó.K- 'sharp' and the root of o\i<; 'ear'; the latter is a compound of dicpoq 'pointed' and oxtc,. The 
verbss must, therefore, originally have meant 'have pointed/sharp ears, prick up one's ears' (see Chantraine 
1968). . 

lf**  The presents KXX>V> and di(o are novel formations, created after a reinterpretation of the originally 
thematicc aorists ËKXUOV and oti'ov as imperfects. 
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Itt  can be observed that there appears to be a tendency for  middle perception verbs to be 
volitional .. Exceptions are aioOavo^iai, óacppaivoum167 and the special middle verb 
opdoumm (see below). Non-volitional perception tends to be expressed by active verbs. 
Theree are, however, also active verbs that express volitional activities. Note that three of 
themm also have a non-volitional use: fiXinoa, KXUCO, XEVOOOS (the latter  two are restricted to 
poetryy in the Classical language). The phenomenon that active verbs are also used to 
expresss meanings that are typically expressed by the middle voice is in accordance with 
thee claim that the active form is semantically unmarked (see section 1.1.4). 

Thee verbs are classified according to their  typical meaning.168 For  instance, 
althoughh &KO\)C O and otico sometimes denote a volitional activity (in the sense 'listen, 
obey'),, their  prototypical meaning is non-volitional ('hear'). Likewise, ye-oouxxi has a 
marginall  non-volitional meaning 'experience', yet its prototypical meaning is volitional 
'taste''  (English taste is ambiguous in this respect). As to PAinco, KMCO, and Xeuaao), both 
usagess (+/- volition) are approximately equally frequent. AépKoum is a Homeric word, 
typicallyy meaning 'fi x one's eye, gaze, look at'  (+ volition). In classical Greek, it is only 
rarelyy used in poetry, mostly in the sense 'see' (- volition).169 

Thee question remains as to how the tendency of middle perception verbs to 
designatee volitional perception should be explained. At first glance, the pattern seems to 
contravenee our  intuitiv e convictions. We would expect that the more 'passive' or  non-
volitionall  the meaning of a verb is, the more likely it is to be marked by the middle voice. 
However,, it should be kept in mind that the semantics of the middle voice is not directly 
relatedd to the notion of volition. Instead, as we have seen in chapter  1, the crucial element 
off  middle semantics is the notion of subject-affectedness. The proper  question, therefore, 
regardss why there should be a relation between volitional perception and affectedness. I 
wil ll  suggest here that the mental affectedness of the subject is the crucial element that 
explainsexplains the middle verbs of perception. The element of volition is to be regarded only as 
aa side-effect of the mental affectedness. For  example, CKinxo^iax - unlike active opctco -
typicallyy implies that the subject looks at something in order  to acquire information about 
it .. It is, therefore, not surprising that its meaning shades into the sense 'consider, think 
about'.. In other  words, the perception brings about a lasting effect on the cognitive state 
off  mind of the perceiver. Another  example is ocKpodojiou which can mean 'listen' as well 
ass 'obey'. The latter  meaning implies that the listener's mental attitude is affected to such 
ann extent that he obeys the person listened to. The stronger  mental involvement of the 
subjectt  in the case of volitional perception can also be of an emotional kind. For  example, 

1677 Interestingly, ócKppcavoucti has a passive aorist {ixj(ppav9r|v (besides a thematic aorist cóacppóuiiv), 
whereass the volitional middle perception verbs all have a sigmatic middle aorist (with the exception of 
fe'5paicov),fe'5paicov), e.g. eyeuaduriv, eaiceyduTiv. In ch. 3, I wil l argue that the sigmatic middle and the passive aorist 
formss express, respectively, a low degree and a high degree of subject-affectedness. Incidentally, although 
thee volitional middle perception verbs that have an accusative object resemble prototypical transitives, it is 
clearr that they are not. In Classical Greek, none of these middle perception verbs can be passivized, which 
cann be explained by the fact that their objects are not patients (but rather zeros). Perhaps also the tendency to 
avoidd ambiguity (e.g. OKÉ7iTou,ca 'look at', as well as *'be looked at') may be operative. Note that an 
exceptionall  passive aorist form otcetpBfivai 'to be observed' (which is formally distinct from eaKEydnnv 'I 
observed')) is found in Hp. de Arte 11. 

mm Based on two studies in the verbs of perception by Prévot (Prévot 1935b, 1935c). 

1699 For SépKOjicu and its remarkable passive aorist forms e5pdicr|V and è5épxör|v, see section 3.2.3.2. 
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Oedoumm often implies that one looks at something with a sense of wondering. By contrast, 
thee interaction between the perceiving subject and the perceived object of non-volitional 
perceptionn verbs ('see', 'hear') is of a more mechanical character. 

Ass was noted above, volition is only a side-effect of the mental involvement of the 
subject,, and not an essential property that explains the middle voice of verbs of percepti-
on.. This can clearly be seen in the case of ópdco - opdouxxi. The middle form ópaoum is 
thee marked member of the oppositional pair. It occurs less frequently170, and it marks an 
increasedd mental affectedness of the perceiving subject. In his in-depth investigation of the 
oppositionn i8eiv vs. iöéoGai in Homer, Bechert comes to the following conclusion: 

(35)) "Das Aktiv steht, wenn die Aktion hervorgehoben ist; (...)" (Bechert 1964: 424); 
"Dass Medium steht, wenn das Subjekt und seine besondere Beteiligung an der 
Handlungg hervorgehoben ist: etwa "selbst sehen", (...), "bei sich sehen", (...), -
ferner,, wenn die Wechselwirkung mit dem Objekt betont ist, (...), - und schlieBlich, 
wennn das Objekt und seine Ruckwirkung auf das Subjekt hervorgehoben wird: bei 
übermachtigen,, besonders göttlichen Objekten; lebhaft vergegenwartigend zur 
Bezeichnungg des starken Eindrucks, den das Objekt auf das Subjekt macht; bei 
erwartetenn Objekten" (Bechert 1964: 426). 

Accordingg to Bechert, the middle ópaoum expresses that the object leaves a strong 
(mental)) impression on the subject.171 For example, 

(36)) CO 7CÓ7C01, T\ uiyoc Gccuuxx tó5' cxpÖaA+ioïaiv ópöjiai (N 99) 
Oh!!  Surely a great marvel is this that I look upon with my eyes. 

Inn Homer, the verb always has middle ending when the object is Gocvua 'wonder', as in 
thee formula Oavurji iSéaOai ('a marvel to look upon*). 

Inn conclusion, the middle voice of verbs of perception marks that the subject is 
mentallyy affected. Active verbs of perception are unmarked with respect to the feature of 
affectedness.. Middle verbs of perception are often volitional. This tendency may be 
explainedd by the fact that their subjects intend to acquire information about or from the 
perceivedd object. 

2.1.99 Mental Activit y Middl e 

Thee mental activity middle involves an animate subject that volitionally performs a mental 
activity,, whereby the subject itself is mentally affected. In other words, the subject has 
twoo semantic roles: agent and experiencer. In some cases, moreover, the subject benefits 

17(11 In Homer, the active form occurs 471 times, the middle times 114 (see Bechert 1964: 42). In 
Classicall  Greek the middle form occurs only marginally, and in the fixed expression i8ot) 'look!'. 

1711 Bechert's characterization of the uses of active and middle with i8eïv readily fits in with the model 
sett out by Croft (1991), in which the conceptualization of mental events involves two causal relations (see 
sectionn 2.1.3). In the case of active i5eiv the causal relation from perceiving subject to perceived object (die 
Aktion)Aktion) is more prominent (hervorgehoben), whereas in the case of middle iÖéoÖai the reverse relationship 
fromm object to subject is highlighted: the object somehow leaves a strong impression on the subject. 
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fromm the mental activity so that the subject can also be assigned the role of beneficiary. 
Typicall  examples are:172 

Po\)X£\>ou,aii  'take counsel, plan, resolve' 
Xoyi^oumm 'calculate, reason, consider' (MT) 
ui5ouxxi/uTJ5ou.aii  'plan, contrive'173 

u.T|t(ouxxii  'devise, contrive' (Hom.) (MT) 
OTiumvoumm 'infer from signs, conjecture' 
ataop.doM.aii  'measure, estimate, conjecture* 
TEKumpouaii  'judge from signs, conjecture' (MT) 

Manyy middles of mental activity are media tantum (MT) . A number  of them, however, do 
havee an active form such as PouA,£\>tü and or\\iai\(o. These active forms, however, do not 
havee a causative meaning with respect to the middles forms. It appears that the middle 
formm expresses an increased mental involvement of the subject. Thus, active ar|(iaiva) 
meanss 'give a sign', whereas middle o~n.uo;{vo)iai may be roughly characterized as 'give 
oneselff  a sign' (similar  to an indirect reflexive middle, see section 2.1.11), hence 'infer 
fromm signs'. The distinction between po-u^euo) and po-u^euoum is less clear-cut. To all 
appearances,, the active form has the same meaning as the middle. Only the stative 
meaningg 'to be a member of the povtafi'  is limited to the active form fiovXexHa™ 

Inn general, mental activity verbs designate that the subject conceives an idea by 
reasoning.. This idea can relate to a thing (expressed as a direct object) or  to an event 
(expressedd by an infinitiva l complement). For  example, 

(37)) (...) oi "EKkr\veq öpT|auov POUXEUOVXOCI  KtxxappcoOTiKOxec,, (...) (Hdt. 8.75.2) 
(...)) the Greek are planning flight in their fear, (...) 

(38)) oi 8è Ön. éicxa xa>v Ilepaécov a>q ePouXeuoavxo amitca èjuxEipéeiv xoïai uxxyoiai, 
(...)(Hdt.. 3.76.1) 
Thee Seven, having resolved to attack the Magians at once, (...) 

Theree is no sharp boundary between the mental activity type and the mental 
processs type (section 2.1.3). The crucial difference is that mental activities are volitional. 
Theree are, however, several verbs that can designate both mental processes and activities, 
forr  example, évvoéouxxi 'understand, intend, take thought for, be anxious' (mental process) 
andd 'consider, reflect upon, invent'  (mental activity); cppd^oum 'think , believe' (mental 
process)) and 'consider, contrive' (mental activity). This kind of polysemy can emerge 
easilyy since, in many contexts, whether  the subject is more actively involved in the 

1722 Note that mental activity verbs tend to have a sigmatic middle aorist (e.g. èpVutauaócuTiv). For a 
studyy of the syntax and semantics of the verbs of thinking in Homer, I refer to Bertolfn Cebrian (1996). 

1733 The active participle ui5(ov functions as a substative 'ruler' (i.e. someone who plans things). The 
activee form may be explained by the fact that a ruler does not plan for his own sake (at least he is not 
supposedd to), but for the sake of his subjects. 

1744 The compounds aunpouXevxo - ouuPoutaiJouai do show a clear contrast; the former means 'advise 
(++ dat.), recommend (+ ace.)', whereas the latter means 'to take counsel with s.o. (+ dat.)'. That is, when the 
subjectt is the 'receiver' of the advice, the verb takes the middle voice. 
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cognitivee process or  not is irrelevant. What matters most, then, is that s/he conceived an 
idea,, not in what way s/he conceived it. 

Lik ee perception175 and mental processes, the semantic structure of mental activi-
tiess involves two simultaneous causal relations; (a) a cognizer  that focuses his attention 
on,, and makes mental contact with, a cognized entity (an 'idea*), and (b) the cognized 
entityy which, by coming into being, brings about a mental affectedness within the 
cognizer.. The middle-marking of the mental activity verbs is motivated by causal relation 
(b)::  the mental activity has an effect on the state of mind of the cognizer. Mental activities 
aree semantically middle (as opposed to active and passive) in that the subject is both an 
Initiato rr  (being an agent), and an Endpoint (being an experiencer). 

Thee mental activity middle is related to the indirect reflexive middle. This is shown 
byy the fact that quite a number  of indirect reflexive middle verbs acquired a mental 
meaning.. For  example, the original meaning of the verbs xexva^oum and urixavdoum 
probablyy was indirect reflexive 'make s.th. for  oneself by art' , construed with a concrete, 
physicall  direct object (e.g. rcAoia 'ships', Hdt. 1.94.6). Then, through metaphorical 
extension,, they were also used in the sense to 'contrive' , i.e. a purely mental activity with 
ann abstract direct object that only exists in the mental sphere, e.g., 

(39)) a a\)vf|8ei (...) xfrv yuvaiKa TOCUTTIV , (...), xa> jiaxpi xa> Tiu.exépq> Gavaxov \u\%av<Or 
uivnvv (papuxxKoic,, (...) (Antipho 1.9) 
(...)) who knew that this woman, (...) had been contriving death against our father by poison, (...) 

Otherr  examples of a semantic extension from indirect reflexive (concrete meaning) to 
mentall  activity (abstract) are: 

uixottiOeucuu xi 'change s.th. for oneself > fiexocxCGeum XTJV Sócjccv 'change one's opinion' > uxxcmGeum 
(abs.)) 'change one's mind'176 

ópi^oumm TI 'mark s.th. out for oneself > 'determine for oneself; define' (cf. K-G, I: 111) 
auvxiBeumm xi 'put s.th. together for oneself > 'agree on, conclude' 
a*uu,($dXXou.cuu xi 'bring s.th. together for oneself, contribute' > 'suppose, reckon' (K-G, I: 111) 

Ann example that shows an intermediate stage between indirect reflexive and mental 
activityy is: 

1755 Mental activity is similar to perception. Verbs designating visual perception tend to evolve into verbs 
off  mental activity. Sweetser explains this phenomenon thus: "This metaphor is probably based on the strong 
connectionn between sight and knowledge, and also on the shared structural properties of the visual and the 
intellectuall  domains - our ability to focus our mental and visual attentions, to monitor stimuli mentally and 
visually""  (1991: 33). She gives the following examples of verbs that either have a physical or a mental sense: 
looklook down on, look up to, look forward to, look back on, overlook, look after. Examples from Greek are 
Oectoucuu 'gaze at' and oicéjtxouai 'look at' which acquired a metaphorical sense 'contemplate' and 'consider, 
examine',, respectively. See also note 91. 

1766 The simple verb xOn,ui is more frequently used in the middle when it is used 'in reference to a 
mentall  action', as LSJ notes (under B II). The image of putting something in some place (at one's own 
disposal,, cf. the middle voice) is metaphorically employed in a meaning 'assess', e.g. etc xouxwv xa Siicaia 
xiGevxouu (Dem. 8.8) ('they assess justice on these grounds'). The frequent construction of this metaphorical 
usee of xiOrini with local adverbials (e.g. xi0T|ui/-uat xi è'v xivi 'regard s.th. as s.th.') shows that the concrete 
meaningg put something somewhere still shines through the metaphorical meaning. 
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(40)) aXAo Öé xoi épéco, a\) 5' èvi «ppeal pdXAeo opai (A 297, et al.). 
Andd another thing I will tell you, and do you lay it to heart. 

Thee mind is metaphorically conceptualized as a container, in which one can store things to 
remember.1777 This is an intermediate case because the subject (ot>) can be equally 
viewedd as a beneficiary and as an experiencer. The subject is a beneficiary since he has 
thee items that are stored in the container of his memory readily at his disposal; the subject 
iss an experiencer in that he is mentally affected as a result of the event. These semantic 
roless are, however, related.178 

2.1.100 Speech Act Middl e 

Thee speech act middle involves a subject that is involved in the speech act in a special 
way.. Since speech acts are volitional the subject can be considered an agent. In addition, 
thee subject can be interpreted as a beneficiary or an experiencer. Examples of middles 
designatingg speech acts are:179 

dyopdoumm 'speak in the assembly, speak' (MT) 
dpdoucuu 'pray' (MT) 
drcoAovéoumm 'speak in defense' (MT) 
HctvTEUopxiii  'devine, prophesy' (MT) 
uA>9éoumm 'speak, say' (MT) 
7ipo<paa(£ouaii  'allege as an excuse' (MT) 
<p6éYYou,cuu 'utter a sound or voice; speak loud and clear' (MT) 
\|/E\)5outtii  'cheat by lies, speak false' 

VerbsVerbs of emotional speech 
ocmdoucnn 'accuse' (MT) 
dvoctvoucuu 'refuse, reject' (MT) 
dpveouctii  'refuse, deny' (MT) 
XoiSopeouaii  'revile, rebuke' 
uiu,<pou,ccii  'rebuke' (MT) 
irupoumm 'lament' 
uüjuiouccii  'blame' 
oSupojiocii  'lament' (MT) 
óXo(pt>po|iaii  'lament' (MT) 

AA very common metaphor (see Lakoff 1987: 450). 

17RR More examples of this type of metaphorical shift can be found in Kiihner-Gerth (I: 111-2). Note that 
Langackerr treats beneficiaries and experiences as manifestations of one archetypal role experiencer 
(Langackerr 1991a: 327-9), see also section 1.1.2. 

I7yy Most of the speech act middles have a sigmatic middle aorist, e.g. fyvopr)adu.T|v, fjiiaaduxiv. A 
numberr of them also have a passive variant form with identical meaning, e.g. dneXoynGriv, fipvf|6r|v, 
5ieXéxÖTyv,, èXoiöo priori v. Aeou.ai only has a passive form, è8ef|0r|v. There is, however, a semantic 
distinctionn between the variant formations è|i£UA|/dux|v 'I blamed, rebuked' vs. èuiu.<p9r|v 'I became angry 
with',, and eye\jodur|v 'I lied' vs. e\j/et>o6r|v 'I made a mistake'. In these oppositional pairs, the passive 
aoristt forms do not denote speech acts, but mental processes. I wil l elaborate on the issues of (aorist) 
morphologyy in ch. 3. 
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VerbsVerbs of promising 
e\>XOumm 'vow, pray, boast,*180 (MT) 
axeOxaii  (Horn.) 'promise, boast' (MT) 
\>7tiaxvéo|iaii  'promise' (MT) 

 ' i ,191 

wpiOTOtumm promise 

VerbsVerbs of commanding 
èqueuxxii  'command' 
èvïéXko\ia\èvïéXko\ia\ 'command' 
KcAoumm 'command' (MT) 

VerbsVerbs of asking and answering 
du^ifiouaii  'answer' 
i>7to-/djcoKpivo|xaii  'answer'l82 

öéoumm 'beg' (MT) 
TipófiTivv (aor.) 'ask (information)'183 

Aiaaoumm 'beg, pray' (MT) 
nwOdvoumm 'ask (information)' (MT) 

Mostt  middle verbs of speech are media tantum. If they do have an active form, there is 
nott  always a clearly detectable semantic distinction (e.g. EVTEXXO) - èvxéAXoum, AmÖopéco 
-- ^oi5opéo(j.ai).184 If there is a clear  semantic distinction, it is not predictable, as in 
au.eipcuu 'exchange' vs. a(iei(3o(j.ai 'answer' (see below), and ecpvnui 'send' vs. èqueu-cu 
'command''  (original meaning 'send s.o. for  oneself'?). In these cases, the meaning of the 
middlee verb has drifted away from its active counterpart. 

Mostt  middle verbs of speech are rather  specific with respect to their  lexical 
meaning.. It appears that verbs with a general, more neutral meaning lik e 'speak, say*  tend 
too be active: ayopevco 'speak', a\>8do) 'speak, say', eïpco 'speak, say' (Horn.), KocAico 'call 
(byy name)', Xérf(o 'speak, say', and cpriui 'say'.185 In Homer, however, we also find 
middlee forms of q>T|ui (cpdxo), and the general verb iru6éo|iai 'speak, say', which appear 
too be semantically neutral.186 These middles are possibly the result of semantic 

mm Probably a very old medium tantum, cf. Skt. óhate 'speak solemnly'. 

1811 'Y<p-iOTau,cu literally means 'stand under s.th. (as support)' which acquired a metaphorical sense 'take 
uponupon oneself, submit to, promise'. Similarly, urciaxvéoum (epic and Ionic variant wcioxoum) literally means 
'takee upon oneself. 

1822 The active form drcoKpivco means 'separate, select, choose'. 

1833 In Classical Greek, this form functions as a suppletive aorist to the active present èpcDtdo). In Homer, 
theree is still a corresponding present form e'ipoum 'ask'. 

1844 For a further discussion of this issue, see chapter 5. 

1855 For a study of the verbs of saying in Greek, see Fournier (1946). 

1866 Cf. also middle aöödoucu in classical poetry. According to Fournier, there is no semantic difference 
beteenn active e<pr| and middle (pdxo. In Homer, they are used as metrical alternatives (Fournier 1946: 34). 
Boederr (1961-2: 20-5, 74-6), however, claims that the middles (pdxo and |i\)0eoum are not semantically 
neutral.. Instead, according to Boeder, they involve a subject that has a special interest in the speech act in 
thatt he wishes to convey his point of view to the listener. The evidence in support of his claim, however, is 
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generalizationn (or  'bleaching'), i.e. their  original, more specific meaning underwent a 
processs of generalization.187 

Thee middle inflection of verbs of speech can be explained semantically in the 
followingg ways. Firstly , in many cases the subject intends to gain benefit from the speech 
act,, as in dpdoucti, zx>xo\iai, Aioooum. These middle verbs are similar  to indirect 
reflexivee middles in that the subject can be assigned the semantic role beneficiary. This 
probablyy also applies to verbs of commanding: the subject benefits in that an act is perfor-
medd according to his will . Also speech acts like dTioAayéoum, 7ipo<paa{£oum, ye\>5oum 
(andd aixidoutti?) wil l generally be profitabl e to the speaker. 

Secondly,, many middle verbs of speech imply a strong emotional - or  at least 
mentall  - involvement on the part of the speaker: ocmdouai, dvaivouxxi, dpveoum, Aiaao-
um,, toi8opéouxxi, ueuxpouai, nupouai, ua^éouai, ó8\>pouai, ótaxpupoum (also 
ye\>öoucci?).1888 The subject of verbs of emotive speech acts can be assigned the semantic 
rolee of experiencer. As for  imicxvéoum and {xpiaxajiai (and ex>xo\iai in the sense 'vow') 
thee consequence of the speech act is that the speaker  is bound by his promise, and as such 
s/hee is mentally affected by the speech act (similarly , Kemmer 1993: 141). 

Mor ee difficul t to account for, however, is the middle inflection of verbs of asking 
andd answering. The middles of asking jrovGdvoum, Öéoum, and aorist fipounv can be 
explainedd in various ways. The former  two imply that the asker wil l get, as a result of the 
speechh act, the information s/he asked for. In this way, the speaker-subject can be 
consideredd an experiencer. The semantic development of TtuvGdvoucii makes this point 
clear.. In Homer the verb has the meaning 'hear  that, learn that'  (a mental process middle). 
Thee subject undergoes a cognitive change of state. This is still the central meaning in the 
Classicall  language (especially in the aorist stem). In Classical Greek, however, it acquired 
ann additional meaning 'ask' (especially in the present stem), which can be paraphrased by 
trytry to acquire information™. In a similar  way, the middle inflection of the aorist 
TipóuT|vv might be explained by the fact that the subject acquires information as a result of 
thee question.190 

Aeouctii  (+ gen. + gen.) 'beg s.th. of s.o.'  is a semantic extension of the original 
meaningg 'lack, need, want', which pertains purely to a passive emotional or  physical 

inconclusive. . 

1877 As for (paxo (cf. Lat. fan 'say'), this process was as follows: the root *bheh2- originally had a more 
concretee meaning 'shine, be bright', e.g. Skt. bhü-ti 'shine' (which corresponds with Greek <pr|ai). Thus, the 
originall  meaning of the middle may have been 'make oneself clear', hence 'explain oneself, speak' (see 
Chantrainee 1968). 

mm The fact that many emotive speech acts are actives(-only) attests to the semantic unmarkedness of the 
activee endings (see chapter 1), e.g. aid^co 'to cry cciaï, wail', yodtü) 'wail', ypv>£co 'to say yp\>, grumble, 
mutter',, 0pr)veo) 'wail, mourn', KXCCUO 'weep, wail' (also idociouou in poetry, perhaps modelled after future 
Ktaxvaoucti),, oiutó^cü 'to cry oïuot, wail'. See for the issue of active and middle (quasi-)synonyms chapter 5. 

1899 Note that the new meaning 'ask' probably developed from the conative use of the present stem. 

1900 An intriguing question is why the present form èpcotdco is active, but the aorist form fipóujiv is 
middlee (although the expected form ripartrjaa also occurs). In my view, the answer must be sought in the 
semanticc unmarkedness of the active (see chapter 1). In chapter 5, the issue of active and middle (quasi-
synonymouss verbs will be dealt with. 
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affectedness.. This mental and physical affectedness is still present in the meaning *beg 
for'. 1911 This can be nicely illustrated by contrasting 8éoum with active aixéco.192 

Comparee the following instances where both verbs are construed with an infinitive : 

(41)) [Adrastus] napekQcbv 8è omoq èq xa Kpoiaoi) oiida mxa vóuouc, xo\><; 
ini%Gip{ox>(;ini%Gip{ox>(; ica6apaiou èSéexo èrcucupfjaai (Hdt. 1.35.1). 
Thiss man came forward into the house of Croesus and begged to win purification of Croesus after the 
customss of that country. 

(42)) 6 Öe Kcóriq, old xe ot> xupavvô  5T|UÓXT|<; 8è èa>v, akéei Ma)xiA,Tivn<; xupavvEuaca 
(Hdt.. 5.11.2). 
Butt Coes, as he was not a ruler but an ordinary citizen, asked to become ruler of Mytilene. 

Inn (41), the subject (Adrastus) is in deep trouble, and the purificatio n he begs for  is his 
onlyy chance of salvation. In (42), on the other  hand, Darius allows Coes to propose a 
rewardd for  his good advice. Coes is clearly not in urgent need of the city of Mytilene 
whenn he asks for  the tyranny over  it. The semantic contrast between öéouou and oclxéco is 
alsoo reflected in the different case-markings of the object that is asked for. The genitive of 
5éoji.ai1933 can be interpreted as an ablatival genitive (i.e. expressing the idea of being 
separatedd from s.th.), or, alternatively, as a genitive of source (viz. of the emotion of 
desire).. Conversely, ocixecu can be construed with a double accusative - of the person asked 
andd of the thing being asked for. These accusative complements with ocixecu neutrally 
denotee the direct objects. Both the person and the thing can appear  as subject in a passive 
construction. . 

Thee last middle verb of asking to be discussed here is Aiaaouxxi (+ ace). The 
middlee voice can be explained by the emotional undertone of the act of begging, and by 
thee benefit that the subject hopes to receive as a result. Thus its subject can be interpreted 
bothh as an experiencer  and as a beneficiary. 

Verbss of answering, djmpoum and {mo-AxTroKpivoum , are more problematic with 
regardd to their  middle voice. The explanation may be found in the history of these verbs. 
Inn Homer, the middle d^ietpofiai means 'alternate with one another' (see section 2.1.6). 
Thiss reciprocal meaning shifted into the meaning 'answer'. An intermediate stage may 
havee been 'alternate with words', as in 

1911 This semantic change can be nicely explained as a generalized invited inference. For instance, an 
utterancee such as / need help pragmatically implies that one asks for help. That 8eojiai involves a high 
degreee of subject-affectedness is also shown by the fact that it has a passive aorist form èöef|0r|v. In ch. 3, I 
shalll  argue that the passive aorist form expresses a high degree of subject-affectedness. 

1922 Marginally, also middle aheouou occurs, though apparently without distinct meaning. The middle 
formm may however emphasize that the subject profits or hopes to profit as a result of the request (see 
Rijksbaronn 1991: 59 [on E. Ba. 360]). 

1933 Both the person from whom something is asked, and the object that is asked for are marked by the 
genitive.. Both are illustrated by aéo 5éouai \n\ 5É£o6ai avóu,ü)v (Hdt. 1.8.4) ('I beg you not to request 
unlawfull  things from me'). 
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(43)) ax; xd) p.ev xaX^Jtoïoiv dfiEipouivo) è7C££ocn 
ëaxaaavv (y 148) 
Soo these stood alternately retorting with harsh words. 

Ass for  drtOKpivou,ai , this verb appears to be an Atti c replacement (first occurrence in 
Thucydides)) of the older  (Homeric) verb ÜTcoKpivoum. In origin, simple KpCvojiai had an 
indirectt  reflexive meaning 'select (for  oneself), distinguish (for  oneself)'  (cf. active Kpivco 
'select,, distinguish'). This meaning is still well-attested (e.g. 8 408 èxotipouq 'select 
companions').. Subsequently, this meaning extended to the metaphorical meaning 'explain, 
interpret'. 1944 Both the simple verb and the compound {moKpivoum can have this mea-
ning.. For  example, 

(44)) dAA' aye uxn TÖV öveipov vrcÓKpivai rai aicouaov (x 535). 
Butt come now, hear this dream of mine, and interpret it for me. 

(45)) (...) 6 yepcov ÈKpivax' óveipovq (E 150) 
(...)) that old man interpreted dreams. 

Finally ,, the meaning 'explain, interpret '  developed into 'answer', probably because, in 
general,, giving an explanation occurs as an answer  to a question. 

Thee last issue I would like to discuss in this section concerns the pair  \j/e\)8a) -
yeooofiai.. The formal contrast between active ye\>8o) 'deceive' and middle yeóSouxxi 
'cheatt  by lies' (aor. è\|/ea)Gdu.rrv) can be explained adequately in terms of absence vs. 
presencee of subject-affectedness.195 The active appears to denote 'cheating, deceiving' in 
aa general sense, i.e. not necessarily by lying. This is shown by the occurrence of inanimate 
entitiess as subject. For  instance, 

(46)) a. aXka Jtiaxeuco (...) ufj  yevaew \ie xatncu; xaq dya9d<; èXnibac, (Xen. Cyr. 1.5.-
13) ) 
Butt I feel confident (...) that these sanguine hopes will not deceive me. 
b.. Nai xd) aid), d) 'Apyeïoi, yeuaeï v\ik xd aiyua xaüxa (Xen. HG 4.4.10) 
Byy the twin gods, Argives, these Sigmas will deceive you. 

Inn example (a.) the subject is èAjti5a<;, which makes it unlikely that yevaeiv refers to a 
speechh act. In example (b.) the subject is xd atyua, which refers to the sigmas written on 
thee shields of the Sicyonians. Pasimachos took these shields from the Sicyonians to 
deceivee the Argives. Again, written letters on shields cannot speak (in the literal sense). 
Thee construction allows a second complement in the genitive, expressing the thing with 
respectt  to which one is deceived. This (separative) genitive is probably related to the 
genitivall  complement with verbs of depriving. That this active construction has a causative 
meaningg is shown by the occurrence of corresponding intransitiv e mental processes like: 

1944 In this metaphor, explaining things is viewed as a process of taking something apart in order to 
understandd it better. A similar metaphor is found in English expressions such as analyse (from Greek 
dvaA,ucoo 'make loose, take apart'), explicate (from Latin explicare 'unfold'), unravel, and untangle. 

1955 There is also an intransitive mental process middle yeufioum 'be deceived' (with a passive aorist 
è\|/£"óa0T|v),, of which the active \|/et)Sto 'deceive' is the causative form. 
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(47)) cue, 8è vewjGfjvai xfiq ëkniboq, (...) (Hdt. 1.141.1). 
Whenn he was deceived in his hope, (...) 

Thee middle verb \j/e\>8op.ai (aor. è\j/£\)aau,riv) can be construed absolutely, or with 
ann object, for example, 

yevSonaii  'I lie' (absolute) 
Ve\>8o(iaii  xoOxo 'I say that which is untrue' (cognate object) 
ye\)5ouaii  otüxóv 'I deceive him by lying' (human object) 
yeuöoiiaii  öpKia 'I belie the treaty' (inanimate object) 

Thee middle voice of yeuSoum can be explained in two ways that do not exclude each 
other.. First, the middle voice may express that the subject generally derives benefit from 
thee act of lying (i.e. the subject is beneficiary). Second, the middle may also express that 
thee subject is mentally involved to a greater extent (i.e. the subject is an experiencer), 
sincee the liar consciously utters words which he knows to be untrue. 

Inn sum, active \|fet>5o) 'deceive' is the causative counterpart of \|/e{)5o|xai 'be 
deceived'' (aor. è\|/E\)a6T|v). YeuÖco does not imply mental involvement of the subject. 
Middlee \|/e\>8ou.ai (aor. é\|/£"uaauT|v) 'lie, cheat by lies', on the other hand, is a speech act, 
andd it does imply that the subject is mentally affected. 

Too conclude, in this section I have offered a number of explanations for the 
occurrencee of the middle voice with speech act verbs. I have argued that in some cases the 
middlee voice marks that the subject benefits from the speech act (subject is beneficiary), 
andd that, in other cases, the subject is mentally (emotionally or cognitively) affected. 
Thesee different explanations do need necessarily exclude one another. There are, however, 
alsoo middle verbs whose middle endings do not appear to have a special semantic 
contributionn (e.g. cpdxo). These cases may be explained by semantic generalization (or 
'bleaching').. In the course of history, the middle endings lost their specific middle me-
aning.196 6 

2.1.111 Indirect Reflexive Middl e 

Thee indirect reflexive middle involves transitive events performed by a volitional subject 
(ann agent). The subject is affected in that s/he derives benefit from the action performed, 
i.e.. the subject has the semantic role of beneficiary. It is, however, often quite difficult to 
distinguishh between the beneficiary-role and the recipient-role because the indirect 
reflexivee middle designates typically that the subject, like a recipient, has the effected or 

1966 A class of middle verbs that is related to the speech act middles are the media tantum that denote 
soundss made by animals, e.g. pAjixaoucu 'bleat', (Jpuxaoucu 'roar, bellow', uT|Kdoum 'bleat', |ruK<xou,cu 
'bellow',, and (pöéyyouai 'whinney, cry (of birds), speak (humans)'. Most of these verbs are onomatopoeic. 
Thee polysemous verb (pöéyyouai that can apply to animal sounds as well as to human speech shows that 
thesee classes are related. As with human speech, the middle voice of animals sounds may be explained by 
thee emotional affectedness of the subject: animals typically bleat/bellow/bark etc. when they are 
agitated/afraid/angry/hungry/needd to be milked, etc. There are, however, also active verbs of animal sounds: 
Yp\>̂ (oo 'grunt', ütaxtciéü) 'bark', and xpeM-E*̂ © 'whinney, neigh'. Mr|Kdoum and uui«iou.ai have active 
aorists,, EUOCKOV and eu\)KOV. As was argued in ch. 1, the active voice does not necessarily express absence of 
subject-affectedness.. Rather, it is neutral as to the semantic feature of affectedness. 
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affectedd object at his/her  disposal as a result of the event. Recipient-subjects, however, are 
onlyy found with media tantum.197 

AA typical example is (see also Cock 1981, Rijksbaron 19942: 144): 

(48)) a. (...), 5ocadu.£voi aïiov èv rjia i nóXiai oi daxoi ataupd te icai atapua èitoieuv 
navxec,navxec, kni urjvac, avyyoyx; (Hdt. 7.119.2) 
(...)) the citizens divided up corn in the cities and all of them for many months made wheaten and barley, 
b.. [The Egyptians] (...) anb oXvpi&v noAzbvtai aixia, (...) (Hdt. 2.36.2) 
(...)) they make their bread from spelt, (...). 

Inn example (a.), the corn is ground for  the Persian king, Xerxes, whereas in (b.) the 
Egyptianss themselves profi t from the food they prepare. 

Inn addition to indirect reflexive middles that contrast with active verbs198, there 
aree also a number  of media tantum:199 

1977 This means that verbs such as 5i6coui 'give' and Xévto 'say' do not have indirect reflexive middles 
5t5ou,ctii  xi 'I give myself s.th.' or Aiyou.ai xi 'I say s.th. to myself. Because it is unusual to give or to say 
somethingg to oneself, the indirect reflexive is expressed by the pronoun èai>x(p (see also below). For an 
extensivee analysis of the indirect reflexive use of rcoiéoum, I refer to Cock (1981). 

1988 There are also a number of indirect reflexive middles whose meaning has drifted away from that of 
theirr active counterparts. E.g., aipéto 'take' vs. cdpéou.ai 'choose* (esp. in the aorist stem: eiXóu.T|v 'I 
chose').. In Homer, the middle cdpéo|iai still exhibits the regular meaning 'take for oneself; dnoöiöcoui 
'givee back' vs. &no5i5ou,cu 'sell' (< *give back with the aim of profit'). Other examples are cited by 
Rijksbaronn (19942: 147). 

1999 There is also a group of verbs that designate emotionally motivated actions that seem to be related to 
thee indirect reflexive middle. Often, the subject can also be said to benefit from the activity in that the 
subjectt tries to exercise power over the object through the activity. Examples are: cciid^onai 'maltreat', 
pia(Qojiaii  'press hard, wrong, ravish', 5r)Aiouai 'hurt, damage', 5(opéouoci (+ ace. + dat.) 'present s.o. with 
s.th.',, ku|iaivo|iai 'outrage, maltreat', (peiSopm (+ gen.) 'spare', (piAxxppovéoum 'treat kindly, show favour 
to',, xocpi^ouai (+ dat.) 'do s.th. favourable to s.o'. The subject is either ill-disposed or well-disposed towards 
thee object. Some of the verbs expressing violent actions ((}id(Qou.ai, öri^éoum) semantically shade into 
middle-onlyy verbs of plundering, like aivouai and A.T|i£on.oci, that can be classified as indirect reflexives. 
Likee the indirect reflexive middle, these verbs all have sigmatic middle aorists (e.g. éPiaad|iT|v, 
éxapiad|ir)v). . 
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dicéoumm 'heal, cure; mend, repair'200 

aïvuumm (Hom.) 'take, seize'20' 
apvuumm (Horn.) 'acquire' 
Séxouxxii  'receive, accept'202 

S i ^ umm (Horn.) 'seek for' 
épyd^oumm 'work at, make, perform' 
idouxxii  'treat, heal, cure' 
icidouaii  'acquire'203 

XdCfi\LaiXdCfi\Lai (Horn.) 'take, seize* 
A,rj't£ouaii  'seize, carry off booty, plunder' 
puoumm 'protect, rescue' 
oivouxxii  'harm, plunder, waste' 
ovcEoumm 'feed on, eat' 
XEipóoumm 'master, subdue' 
covéoumm 'buy' (aor. enpiduriv 'I bought') 

Thee use of the indirect reflexive middle is an unemphatic way of expressing that 
thee subject is the beneficiary. If one wishes to emphasize that the subject benefits from the 
action,, the reflexive pronoun is used, and mostly with an active verb form (comparable to 
thee direct reflexive construction with reflexive pronoun, see 2.1.7). This can be seen as a 
formm of neutralization (see also section 1.1.4). An example is 

(49)) [Philip weakened Macedonia] (...), ex' èïua(paXeaxépotv r\ \)7tfjpxe qniaei 
KaxecnceuaKevv aina) (Dem. 2.15) 
[Philippus]]  has rendered [Macedonia] for his own benefit even more insecure than it was by nature. 

However,, the (redundant) use of a middle form is another  option, e.g., 

2000 Assuming that the original meaning of dicEoum was 'mend, repair', the middle inflection can be 
explainedd by the fact that you generally repair something for your own benefit. The middle inflection of the 
near-synonymouss idoum may be analogous to dicéoum. If we do not accept the explanation of idouxxi as 
analogouss to ctKÉoum, the middle inflection becomes somewhat problematic since it is not clear how the 
meaningg 'heal' relates to middle semantics. Healing benefits the healed person, rather than the healer. Quite 
possibly,, the meaning 'heal' developed from an indirect middle meaning such as 'save someone/something 
(soo as to have him/her at one's disposal)', cf. the Homeric medium tantum pvouai 'rescue, protect'. 

2011 The active *ai'vuui must have existed in Mycaenean Greek where we find a passive perfect participle 
a-ja-me-noa-ja-me-no (dyotiuévoc,) 'be inlaid'. The active *aïvi)ui originally may have meant 'provide with'. The 
middlee aïvuuai, when it was still in opposition with the active form, must have meant 'provide oneself 
with'. . 

2022 Thematic öéxoucti is the successor to the older athematic verb *8éyjj,ai, of which forms such as 
èSévirnv,, öéyuevoc, survive in the Homeric language. This athematic medium tantum with e-vocalism in the 
stemm possibly belonged to the PIE class of stative middle verbs, cf. also eiuai 'be clad', KEIUOU 'lie'. 
Likewise,, *5ÉY|iai had a stative meaning 'wait for', e.g. dAA' aiei uva (pcoxa UEYOCV Kal Kokbv èSéyuriv/ 
èvGdS'' èA,et>aea6ai (i 513) ('But I always waited for a tall and handsome man to come here'). See also note 
118. . 

2033 The media tantum that have a meaning 'acquire' can be compared to the indirect reflexive middle 
rcopi^ouctircopi^oucti 'furnish oneself with' (cf. active rcopi^co 'furnish'). 
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(50)) Ti XTJV nóXw, AioxivT) , TcpoaqKe jcoieïv apxfiv Kal x\)pavv(5a xcov 'EWlfrvco v 
ópcbaavv èauxcp ieaxaoice\)a£óu£vov OiXucicov; (Dem. 18.66) 
Whatt should the city have done, Aischines, when she perceived that Philip was establishing for himself 
aa tyranny over the Greeks? 

Apartt  from the indirect reflexive middle with a reflexive pronoun in the dative, we also 
findd indirect reflexive middles in combination with an external (non-coreferential) indirect 
object.. Consider 

(51)) [Amasis to the Greeks] (...) e5o)Ke %a>po\)<; éviöpvaaaOai Pcopxrix; KCCI  xenevea 
6eoïai(Hdt.. 2.178.1) 
(...),, he gave lands where they might set up altars and sanctuaries to their gods. 

Thee primar y beneficiaries are the Greeks - the (unexpressed) subject of évi8p\>acto9ai - as 
theyy can directly and physically dispose of the altars and the cult-places. The gods are the 
beneficiariess of the cult-places in a more indirect way. Another  example of this type of 
expressionn is: 

(52)) [Megabazos leads his army through Thrace] (...), rcaactv noXiv Kai mv e9vo<; xa>v 
xa\)xrjj  oiicriuivcDV f]U£pot>u£vo<; paaiXii (Hdt. 5.2.2) 
(...)) subduing to the king every city and every nation that lived there. 

Again,, both the subject and the dative-constituent are beneficiaries of the event. The 
subjectt  of the middle verb T|p,epo\)ii£voc, (Megabazos) exercises an immediate, physical 
powerr  over  the cities he conquers, while the king is only indirectly , more distantly 
involved.. It is worthy of mention that this greater  distance on the semantic level is 
iconicallyy mirrore d by the morphological distance. The distal beneficiary is expressed by 
meanss of a separate dative-constituent, whereas the proximal beneficiary is coded by 
meanss of a bounded inflection.204 

Soo far  we have discussed the more typical indirect reflexive construction. Now I 
wishh to mention two additional construction-types that I regard to be subtypes of the 
indirectt  reflexive middle. First, the so-called causative middle and, secondly, what I would 
lik ee to call the perspective-shifting middle. 

Thee term 'causative middle'205 is a very unfortunate one. A typical example is: 

(53)) r\ o\)K &KT|Koa<; , öxi ÖeuiaxoKkfjc; K^eócpavxov xöv uiöv innea jièv è5i5d^axo 
ctyaeóv;;  (PI. Men. 93d) 
Havee you never heard how Themistocles had his son Cleophantus taught to be a good horseman? 

Thee subject, Themistocles, is not the actual performer  of the event. He is, rather, the 
initiato rr  of the event since he employs a professional teacher  to instruct his son. However, 

2044 Compare also uiéi 5è XnaprnSev 'AXÉKxopoq TIYETO ico-upiiv (8 10) ('but for his son he [= Menelaus] 
wass bringing to his home from Sparta the daughter of Alector'). Apparently, Menelaus, as the patriarch, is 
seenn as the primary beneficiary of the marriage; his son, the actual groom, is only the secondary beneficiary. 

2,155 See e.g. Goodwin (1895: 267), Stahl (1907: 54-5), Smyth-Messing (1920: 392). 
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ass K-G (I: 108) point out (see also Gildersleeve 1900-11: 67), the active verb can be used 
inn a similar  way. For  example, 

(54)) [Pericles had his sons taught] xot>xo\><; (...) innzac, uiv è5(5a^ev o\>5evö<; x£ip°i><; 
'AGnvaicov,, (...) (PL  Men. 94b) 
Hee had them taught to be the foremost horsemen of Athens, (...) 

Thee fact that both the middle and the active construction convey the same causative 
meaningg leads to the conclusion that the middle inflection itself does not express causativi-
ty.2066 In fact, any transitive verb can be interpreted as a causative, given the appropriate 
context.. For  instance,207 

(55)) Kupov 8*  a\)xov [= xóv 7capd5eiaov] Ê EKOV/ E m i xa JJaaitaia xaxeKavaev (Xen. 
An.An. 1.4.10) 
Butt Cyrus cut down the park and burned up the palace. 

Inn this type of expression, the intermediate agent that physically performs the action 
denotedd by the verb, is pragmatically irrelevant (non-topical). Its presence can only be 
inferredd on the basis of the hearer's world-knowledge, namely that the subject-referent 
himselff  would not perform the activity. Instead, an anonymous intermediary agent, usually 
aa professional, physically performs the activity.208 

Thee question now remains what the function of the middle inflection in this type of 
causativee clause is. Notice that, in (53), it is Themistocles' own son who is taught to be an 
excellentt  horseman. The subject, Themistocles, is therefore indirectly the beneficiary of 
thee event. For  this reason, the middle can be viewed as a subtype of the indirect reflexive 
middlee use. 

Thiss brings me to the second subtype of the indirect reflexive middle, which I 
wouldd like to call the perspective-changing middle. With this middle type, the selection of 
thee subject effects a change of perspective on the event described. For  example, 

(56)) a. (...) xöv 0paa\>ta>xov X<P KaXkinnco uaoOóxjai xfjv xpvnpapxiav emicev (...) 
(Dem.. 50.52) 
(...)) he induced Thrasylochus to let his trierarchy to Callipus. 
b.. (...) uxxpxupotq uuïv rcape^oum TüpóVcov \ièv xovq U£ îo6a>uévoi)q rcap' èuo\> xö 
Icptyrxoii  x<op(ov (...) (Lys. 17.8) 
(...)) I will produce to you as witnesses first those who have rented the land of Sphettos from me (...) 

Thee active verb uiaGóco 'let'  (example a.) is construed with an accusative object that 
denotess the thing let, and with a recipient-dative that denotes the person to whom 

2066 See also K-G, I: 108: "Im Medium an sich liegt der Kausativbegriff ebensowenig wie im Aktiv." 
Compare,, conversely, Goodwin's remark (1895: 267): "The middle sometimes has a causative meaning". 

2077 For more examples, see K-G, I: 99-100. 

2088 Thus, the intermediary agent can be compared to a mere instrument. Instruments, too, often remain 
unexpressed,, due to their pragmatic irrelevance. Consider an expression such as The police shot the burglar. 
Thee instrument (some kind of firearm) is not expressed here because it is inferrable on the basis of our 
world-knowledge,, and pragmatically unimportant. 
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somethingg is let. The subject of the middle uioöóoucii 'rent'  denotes the person that 
receivess the rented object. It corresponds with the dative in the active construction. 

Otherr  example of this middle type are (K-G, I: 109): 

Sotvei^coo 'lend' 5ccvei£oum 'borrow' 
KixpT||xii  'lend'209 idxpaum 'borrow' 
TWO)) 'pay' Twojim 'make s.o. pay, punish' 
Xpdcoo 'give an oracle*210 XP^0^ 1 'consult an oracle* 
cóvétoo (Cretan) 'sell' cbvéojiai 'buy' 

Thee lexical meaning of these verbs involves a transfer  of an object from one person to 
another.. The middle inflection marks that the subject is a recipient. This type of middle 
usee can, therefore, be considered a subtype of the indirect reflexive middle.211 

2099 The present K(XPTIUI is a late formation (first in Demosthenes). It was created as a present form of the 
olderr causative aorist exploot 'let s.o. use s.th.' and the middle aorist èxpT|cd(iT|v 'use s.th.', probably by 
analogyy with the pair ïarr|ui : ëarnaoc (see Chantraine 1968). 

21(11 Like KixpTiixi , the present xpdto was formed on the basis of the older aorist è'xprice - èxpr|adur|v. The 
originall  meaning of the aorist middle was 'use', from which the more specific meaning developed 'use a 
god/ann oracle' > 'consult an oracle'. 

2111 Note that the middle verbs involving a change of perspective have a sigmatic middle aorist form, just 
likee the more typical indirect reflexive middles, e.g. èSaveiad^v, èn-iaöcöaduriv. 
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2.22 Semantic Feature Analysis 

Inn the previous sections, a classification of the middle usage type was set forth. In order to 
summarizee the description of the middle uses, it might be useful to present an analysis of 
thee essential semantic features that distinguish the middle uses from one another. These 
semanticc features all relate to the subject of the clause.212 

Tablee 3: The middle uses: semantic feature analysis 

2.II 2' 33 Passive 

2.1.22 Spontaneous Process 

2.1.33 Mental Process 

2.1.44 Body Motion 

2.1.55 Collective Motion 

2.1.66 Reciprocal 

2.1.77 Direct Reflexive 

2.1.88 Perception 

2.1.99 Mental Activit y 

2.1.100 Speech Act 

2.1.111 Indirect Reflexive 

Aoristt  form 

ejtoiT|0n.v v 

èTÓtxriv v 

èqK>f)r|6n.v v 

drniXXóxOri v v 

TiYépOnv v 

èuocxeodunv v 

ÈAowraiiTl v v 

évewjannv v 

èXoyiodjiri v v 

èXoiSopnaöuriv v 

èjiotrioduTi v v 

Subjectt  = 
Animate e 

+/--

--
+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

-*--
+ + 

+ + 

Subjectt  = 
Agent t 

--
--

--
+ + 

+/--

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

Subjectt  = 
Beneficiary y 

--
--

--

--

--
--

--

--

--
+/--

+ + 

Subjectt  = 
Experiencer r 

--

--
+ + 

--

--
--

--
+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

--

Subjectt  = 
Patient t 

+ + 

+ + 

--
+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

--

--
--
--

Subject t 
undergoes s 
Changee of 
State e 

+/--

+ + 

+/--

+ + 

+ + 

--

--
--

--
--

--

2122 It must be noted that these semantic features relate to the typical examples of each middle use. There 
wil ll  always be exceptions and boundary-cases. 

Thee numbers refer to the sections in which the uses were discussed. 

87 7 



</>> g 

q».Sgg SE a f 
>> C . Ï J J U o o 

I I 

c c 

s s 
Co o 

EE <u 

.22 ta 
o..§ § 

a.. + 

c c 
00 0 

< < 
+ + 

<u u 
X X 

+ + 

§§ + + + + ö.^ ; cc a.c a 3-
uu x i> o o 
optQOQ^g g 

l"2«++ + +  -

§§ 2 * j  E O Ö 

«««co ,, 3_* 
++ + -es 3. 

ïï ^  •»-» ï^ 

££ = <<(£,§-§. 

88 8 



2.33 The structur e of the network 

2.3.11 The Semantic map of the Middl e Voice 

Ann important aim of this chapter has been to investigate in which way the middle uses 
semanticallyy relate to one another. The result of this investigation can be represented by a 
networkk structure that consists of nodes representing the different middle uses and of links 
representingg the semantic interrelations. It is possible to represent this network structure 
graphically.. Consider figure 2. The boxes represent the various middle meanings; the lines 
connectingg the boxes represent the semantic relations between the middle meanings. The 
thicknesss of the boxes indicates the token-frequencies of the middle meanings (see also 
sectionn 2.3.2). Each middle meaning is typified by means of a number of distinguishing 
characteristics.. These essential semantic properties are also represented in table 3 above. 

Thee distinguishing features are distributed over the map of the network in the 
followingg way. The uses in which the subjects are agents are found on the left-hand region 
off  the map. The uses with patient-subject are found in the lower region of the map. Note 
thatt there is a section where the two regions overlap. The experiencer-subjects cover the 
upper-middlee region of the map. Beneficiary-subjects are found in the upper-left region. 
Usess that involve a change of state can be found in the right-hand region of the map. 

Onee important element of the category is not depicted on the map of the semantic 
network:: the abstract schema. This is due to the two-dimensionality of the written 
medium.. The abstract schema can be thought of as floating above the plain of the various 
concretee middle meanings. The abstract schema embodies the semantic property that is 
commonn to all middle uses, which is subject-affectedness. The various middle uses are 
connectedd with the "node" of the abstract schema as elaborations of the schema. 

Fig.. 3: The Network of the Middle Voice: abstract schema and elaborations 

Abstractt Schema: 
Subject-Affectedness Subject-Affectedness 

Passive e Spontaneous s 
Process s 

Indirect t 
Reflexive e 

Forr the purpose of clarity, the semantic network as it was shown in Fig. 2 has been 
reducedd to a one-dimensional form. This form should be thought of as a side-view on the 
networkk of Fig. 2. Furthermore, not all middle uses have been depicted. The remaining 
middlee uses are represented in a reduced form by the boxes containing dots. The purpose 
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off  this figure is to show that the complete semantic network of the middle voice has two 
levels.. The first level relates to the various middle uses and their interrelations; the 
abstractt schema, of which the middle uses are elaborations (represented by the arrows), 
constitutess the second level of the semantic network. 

2.3.22 The Category Prototype 

Inn the map as it was given above, all middle uses are regarded as equally important. 
However,, as was expounded in ch. 1, in prototype theory some category members are 
viewedd as * better' examples of the category than others. The other members are assimila-
tedd to a category according to the degree to which they resemble these prototypes. 
Prototypicalityy must be thought of as a graded notion. With regard to prototypicality, a 
categoryy can be compared to a mountain range having summits of various heights. In this 
section,, I will try to assess which of the middle usage types can be considered prototypi-
cal.. To establish the category prototype two criteria will be used. The first criterion relates 
too token-frequency. The higher a member's frequency of occurrence, the higher its 
cognitivee salience. The second criterion relates to the centrality of the member within the 
network.. The more relations a member has to other members, the more prototypical a 
memberr is. 

Thee token-frequency of the middle uses is given in the following table. 
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Tablee 4: Frequency of middle usage types21* 

Passive e 
Spontaneouss Process 
Mentall  Process 
Bodyy Motion 
Collectivee Motion 
Reciprocal l 
Directt  Reflexive 
Perception n 
Mentall  Activit y 
Speechh Act 
Indirectt  Reflexive 
8\>vauai i 

Total l 

244 (1) 
355 (14) 
633 (44) 
599 (26) 
111 (4) 
100 (10)215 

33 (0) 
33 (1) 
99 (5) 
199 (13) 
588 (21) 
66 (6) 

3000 (145) 

8.00 % (0.3 %) 
11.7%%  (4.7 %) 
21.0%%  (14.7%) 
19.77 % (8.7 %) 
3.77 % (1.3 %) 
3.33 % (3.3 %) 
1.0%%  (0.0%) 
1.0%%  (0.3 %) 
3.0%%  (1.7 %) 
6.33 % (4.3 %) 
19.33 % (7.0 %) 
2.00 % (2.0 %) 

1000 % (48.3 %) 

Wit hh regard to token-frequency, three middle uses clearly stand out as candidates for  the 
statuss of category prototype. These are the mental process middle, the body motion 
middle,, and the indirect reflexive middle. The frequency of the middle meanings is 
representedd in figure 2 by the thickness of the boxes. The second criterion relates to the 
centralityy of the middle use in the network. It can be seen in figure 2 that it is the mental 
processs middle that has the most connections within the network with other  middle uses. 
Especiallyy the fact that it is related to both the indirect reflexive middle and the passive 
middlee - which can be considered the two extreme poles of the category - is a strong 
argumentt  for  taking the mental process middle as the central member of the category. 

2144 A sample of 300 middle verbs from Homer, Herodotus and Aristophanes in order to have both 
narrativee and dialogical texts. From Iliad and Odyssey, of each book the two first occurring middles, of Iliad 
AA through A the first three were taken. Likewise, from Herodotus the 11 first occurring middles were taken 
fromm every book, plus one extra from book 1. From Aristophanes the first 100 occurring middles from the 
PlutusPlutus were taken. Only present stem middles were taken into account, in order to avoid morphological 
complicationss (passive aorists, perfects on -a, etc.). The bracketed numbers relate to the media tantum 
included.. Since the distinctions between the middle uses are gradient, it is not always easy to classify the 
occurrences.. However, I believe that my classification is fairly reliable as boundary-cases constituted only a 
smalll  minority of the sample. Only the intriguing middle Svvaum I have not ventured to classify. It is not 
easyy to understand what exactly is the contribution of the middle inflection of 5v>vauai 'be able'. From a 
synchronicall  perspective, it would seem that the middle endings have no meaning. C.J. Ruijgh suggests (pers. 
comm.)) to connect 5\>vccucci with 5(/:)r|v and 8(f)ripó<; (cf. Frisk 1973), and with Latin dürüs 'hard' and 
ddrdreddrdre 'continue, endure' (root *du(e)h2- 'hard'). Auvaum (with nasal infix *du-n-h2-)t then, originally 
meantt 'make oneself hard, become hard' > 'be hardened, be strong' > 'be able, can'. For other proposals, 
seee Frisk (1973), and Rix e.a. (1998). If the original meaning of 5waum would be 'become hard', then it 
couldd be classified as a spontaneous process middle. 

2155 The amount of reciprocals counted is probably not representative, considering that 5 out of 8 of the 
reciprocall  middles counted were verbs of fighting found in the Iliad. 
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Noww if we combine the two criteri a it appears that it is, indeed, the mental process 
middlee that most deserves the predicate category prototype.216 The indirect reflexive 
middle,, the body motion middle, the spontaneous middle, and the passive middle can be 
thoughtt  of as secondary prototypes - lower  peaks in the mountain range.217 

2166 Sicking & Stork (1996), in their brief discussion of the meaning of the middle voice come to a 
similarr conclusion: "It seems, then, safe to conclude that the Middle Voice basically denotes one-place 
Situationss which typically lack the feature 'control' by a human Agent, such as uaivetai 'he is mad', 
eyeipeTcuu 'he wakes up', piVyvinoci 'it breaks'" (Sicking & Stork 1996: 136). However, they do not 
distinguishh between mental processes and spontanteous processes. For the middle voice in Modern Greek, 
Manneyy (2000: 65-7) regards the mental process type (called emotional response by Manney), and the 
spontaneouss process type (Manney's spontaneous change) as the category's prototypes. This confirms one of 
thee main assumptions of diachronic prototype semantics, that the category prototype will display the highest 
stabilityy through time, whereas most of the diachronic changes occur at the periphery of the category (see 
Geeraertss 1997). 

2177 It should be noted that the direct reflexive middle appears to be a rather peripheral member of the 
category.. In this respect, the Greek middle voice diverges from the reflexive systems as they are found in 
modernn European languages. In these languages, the direct reflexive type has a more central status within the 
category,, cf. also Kemmer (1993: 146): "The present analysis, (...), takes the spontaneous event type to be a 
deviationn from more basic middle situation types such as the grooming class, which involve volitional initi-
ationn and, moreover, identity of Agent and Patient." The crucial difference, however, between the middle 
voicee category in Greek and the modern reflexive systems is the fact that the Greek middle voice also 
includess the canonical passive, whereas in the languages with reflexive system the canonical passive is 
mostlyy expressed by an auxiliary plus participle construction. As a consequence, the centre of gravity of the 
Greekk middle voice is located more in the direction of the passive. This difference between the Greek middle 
voicee and the modern reflexive systems also relates to the morphological status of the middle marker. As 
wass found out by Heine after a survey of African languages (Heine 2000: 5-6), there is a correlation between 
thee form of the middle marker and its meaning. Whereas clitic particles (such as Romance se) tend to 
expresss a reflexive meaning (e.g. He saw himself in the mirror), verbal suffixes (cf. Greek middle inflection) 
tendd to express meanings such as grooming, change of body posture, translational motion, emotion, 
cognition.. (These meanings are called middle by Heine (2000: 3-4), as opposed to reflexive, reciprocal and 
passive.) ) 
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