
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Strings and necklaces: on learning and browsing medical image segementations

Ghebreab, S.

Publication date
2002

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Ghebreab, S. (2002). Strings and necklaces: on learning and browsing medical image
segementations. [Thesis, fully internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:24 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/strings-and-necklaces-on-learning-and-browsing-medical-image-segementations(c4113b9f-ecd6-46ef-b817-7f219c3bfefd).html


Acknowledgements s 

Pursuingg a Ph.D. has been a tremendous experience to me in many different ways. 
Forr this, I am principally grateful to my supervisor and promotor, Arnold Smeulders. 
Hee has given me the space to explore my thoughts in my own way. He also has given 
mee the time to exploit my thoughts in my own paste. Most importantly, however, 
II  feel he has equipped me with some means to systematically expose, explain and 
solvee problems. The innumerable conversations and discussions with him, full of 
scientificc feedback and personal support on his part, have been an important mine of 
informationn and motivation to me. Looking back, I can now say that in the last couple 
off  years I have learned much more than I hoped for at the beginning of this journey. 
Nott only for use in science but also for use in everyday life. Arnold, thanks for your 
tirelesss support and patience in guiding me in the fields of the scientific world! 

Inn the course of completing this thesis a number of other people have made con-
tributions.. The feedback on chapter 4 by Carl Jaffe (Yale University) has been very 
welcome,, especially as it is his research on medical image databases that has mo-
tivatedd me to conduct some research in this field. Pia Pfluger (University of Am-
sterdam)) has been kind enough to improve many of my mathematical formulations 
inn chapter 5, making my somewhat unclear notation more readable to a larger au-
dience.. Even though my request for help in the painstaking task of delineating set 
off  three-dimensional images came on a short notice, Diana Bosch (Academic Hos-
pitall  of the Free University of Amsterdam) has been kind enough to immediately 
assistt me in doing so. I would also like to acknowledge the feedback by Jörg Neuer-
burgg (Academic Hospital of the Heinrich-Heine University) and Dagnew Menghesha 
(Johanniter-Hospital)) on chapter 6. Finally, many thanks to the members of my 
Ph.DD defense committee for their valuable comments, suggestions and naturally for 
thee approval of the thesis. 

II  have spent in total almost a year and a half with the Image Processing and 
Analysiss group (IPAG) at Yale University, first as a M.Sc. student thanks to Marcel 
Worring,, then two years later, as Ph.D. student. It was here where I came in touch 
withh practical medical imaging problems and where I got the opportunity to work 
withh others on related topics. I would like to thank Jim Duncan for making this 
possiblee and for providing me with scientific ideas that are definitely present in this 
thesiss in one way or another. A special word of thanks is also due to Carl Jaffe for 
hiss very kind hospitality. I also would like to thank Hemant Tagare, Larry Staib, 
Anandd Rangarajan and Francois Meyer for spending time on answering many of my 



144 4 

questions.. Working in the lab with, among others, Ravi Bansal, Yongmei Wang, 
Xiaolann Zeng, Xenios Papademetris, and later Rik Stokking and Collin Studholm has 
beenn a pleasure and a basis for continued cooperation. 

Manyy people have contributed to the diverse and pleasant working environment 
att the Intelligent Sensory Information Systems group (ISIS). Among them are: An-
dreww Bagdanov, Kees Bergsma, Carlo, de Boer, Rein van den Boomgaard, Aris-
teidiss Diplaros, Jan-Mark Geusenbroek, Dennis Koelma, Hoang Anh Minh, Hieu 
Nguyen,, Giang Nguyen, Thang Pham, Ioannis Patras, Frank Seinstra, Cees Snoek 
Leonn Todoran, Joost van de Weijer, Marcel Worring, Jeroen Vendrig and Frans Ver-
ster.. A special thanks goes to Theo Gevers, whose dissipative way of communicating 
hass been very welcome on many occusions. I would also like to extend my thanks to 
Virginiee Mes: it is always nice to have someone around to easily rely on for taking 
caree of practical issues. Finally thanks to Erik Engbers, my room mate for about five 
years.. His probing questions and challenging criticism have often been very helpful 
too me. I reckon his favorite role of playing the advocate's devil has been more of a 
helpp to me than my less incentive and intuitive approach to him. 

II  have recently started working as a post-doctoral fellow at the Biomedical Imaging 
Groupp (BIGR) at the Erasmus Medical Center. I would like to thank Jan Grashuis, 
Rikk Stokking, Jifke Veenland and Henri Vrooman for creating the possibility to con-
tinuee research on medical imaging problems and for giving me the opportunity to 
finishfinish my thesis in a lenient atmosphere. A special thanks also to Rik Stokking for 
bringingg me in touch with the group. I look forward to conducting further research 
onn medical imaging problems in a medical environment. 

II  consider myself blessed to have the steady and life-long support of my of sisters, 
Wintaa and Mical, my parents, Aster Isahac and Tesfay Ghebreab, and my grand-
motherr Harègu Neamin. They have always formed a solid and secure environment 
fromm which I have tapped inspiration and motivation to patiently and cautiously pro-
ceedd towards my objectives, especially in trying circumstance as in the last couple of 
years.. I hope that the completion of one of these objectives in tangible form, this 
thesis,, is a source of an inspiration and motivation to them. Finally, special gratitude 
andd appreciation are due to my wife, Bet-El Teklemariam. She has been a source of 
lovee and of intellectual and spiritual support in so many ways, both before and during 
thee writing of this thesis, that I cannot even begin to enumerate them. If ever a cliche 
weree true, it would be that without her, this thesis would never have been finished 
(....thiss way). I really look forward to enjoying "real" life with you, more consciously, 
moree intensively and more vividly. 


