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PREFACE E 

Thee research project which led to this dissertation was inspired by the role trade unions 
andd working people may in the global political economy. Based on the assumption that all 
aspectss of social reality have become increasingly "globalised", my choice was to study 
thee effects of global integration processes on political participation and representation in 
developingg countries. In the Brazilian case - representative of many other developing 
countriess - increasing global integration coincided with a process of political transition -
fromm dictatorship to democracy - and a transformation of the dominant development 
strategyy - from state-led industrialization to economic liberalisation and structural 
economicc reforms. The nature and outcome of these processes demonstrate that the 
domesticc and global political economy have become inextricably linked. 

Inn order to avoid writing a general account of globalisation's "potential" effects, I 
chosee to look at the responses of an actor that had been particularly important in the 
shapingg of the Brazilian political system and development policies throughout the 
twentiethh century, the labour movement. It is often assumed that labour represents an 
"old""  political force, which is no longer able to counter globally mobile capital. This 
dissertationn tells the story of the way in which Brazilian trade unions found space for 
increasedd political participation during the democratic transition of the 1970s and 1980s, 
whilee also developing innovative strategies to deal with concrete labour conflicts. For this 
reason,, the purpose of this study is to do justice to the significant role the Brazilian labour 
movementt has played during the past decades. The Brazilian case also tells a crucial story 
aboutt the limits of democracy in developing countries. The need for immediate and long-
termm economic reforms in the aftermath of financial crisis usually signifies the end of a 
periodd of democratic expansion, particularly when governments view opposition as 
potentiallyy undermining the success of long-term economic reforms. 

Thee dissertation presented here is the result of four years of study and research, a 
journeyy of discovery and learning. Over the years, my supervisors supported me in many 
cruciall  ways. Dr. Alex Fernandez Jilberto greatly contributed to my intellectual 
developmentt and encouraged me to do research on labour relations in Chile as a Master's 
student,, a research project which would eventually evolve into the topic of this 
dissertation.. In addition, his knowledge of Latin American political economy, as well as 
off  the Ph.D. process itself, deepened my own understanding to a great extent. Prof. Dr 
Gerdd Junne provided considerable inspiration from the early stages of my research 
project.. With his provocative questions and comments, he always reinforced my own 
criticall  views. I greatly appreciate Dr. Marianne Marchand's ability to put my work in a 
broaderr perspective, while she also stimulated me to present my work at conferences. 

Thee research project was made possible financially by a full doctoral scholarship 
providedd during the first years by the Research Centre for International Political Economy 
att the University of Amsterdam, and after April 2000 by the Amsterdam School for 
SocialSocial Science Research, University of Amsterdam. Furthermore, I received generous 
fundingg for research trips and conference visits from the Faculty of Social and 
Behaviourall  Sciences, the Amsterdam School for Social Science Research, and the 
Netherlandss Foundation for the Advancement of Tropical Research. The publication of 
thiss dissertation benefited from financial support from the Jurriaanse Stichting and the 
Amsterdamm School for Social Science Research. 

Thee opportunity to interview Brazilian trade unionists, to attend union meetings 
andd to interview members of organisations related to the labour movement was one of the 
mostt interesting and rewarding aspects of the research project. I would particularly like to 
mentionn Clara Ant (Instituto de Cidadania and Partido dos Trabalhadores), Valmir 
Barbosaa (Sindicato dos Trabalhadores do Metro, Sao Paulo), the executive board of the 
Centrall  Unica dos Trabalhadores of the Federal District (Brasilia), Maria Silvia Portella 
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dee Castro (adviser of the CUT and the Confederacao Nacional dos Metalürgicos), 
Marceloo Sereno (executive board member of the CUT, 1995-1999, and director for union 
affairss of the Partido dos Trabalhadores, from 1999), Delubio Soares (director for union 
affairs,, Partido dos Trabalhadores, until 1999), Mönica Valente (executive board member 
off  the CUT), Julio Turra and Kjeld Jakobsen (Department of International Relations, 
CUT),, Francisco Alexandre, (Confederacao Nacional dos Bancarios), Cesario da Silva 
(publicationn department of the CUT), Fernando Lopes (Confederacao Nacional dos 
Metalürgicos),, Tarcisio Secoli (Sindicato dos Metalürgicos do ABC), Argemiro Pertence 
Netoo (Associacao de Engenheiros da Petrobras), Luiz Vieira and Celso Vianna de 
Fonsecaa (SINDIMINA - Sindicato dos Trabalhadores nas Indüstrias de Prospecao, 
Pesquisaa e Extracao de Minérios no Estado de Rio de Janeiro), Mozart Schmitt Queiroz 
(SIND1PETRO-RJJ - Sindicato dos Trabalhadores na Indüstria Petróleo no Estado de Rio 
dee Janeiro), Baltazar en Wilson Almeida (Sinergia Sao Paulo), Uriel Villas Boas 
(Sindicatoo dos Siderürgicos e Metalürgicos da Baixada Santista). 

Becausee a significant part of the project consisted of a survey of existing 
(publishedd and unpublished) trade union material, I would also like to thank the following 
researchh institutions and documentation centres. The Centro de Pesquisa Vergueiro in Sao 
Pauloo is an indispensable source for union publications and newspaper clippings, 
althoughh its activities have suffered from financial restrictions in recent years. Other 
importantt sources for union material were the Centro de Documentacao e Memoria 
Sindical,, the Departamento de Estudos Socio-Econömicos e Politicos (DESEP) and the 
publicationn department, all part of the Central Unica dos Trabalhadores (Sao Paulo), the 
Centroo de Documentacao of the Sindicato dos Bancarios in Sao Paulo, the Arquivo 
Edgardd Leuenroth (Universidade Estadual de Campinas), and the Fundacao Perseu 
Abramoo (affiliated to the Partido dos Trabalhadores). The Sindicato dos Metalürgicos do 
ABCC (Sao Bernardo do Campo) and its research department, and the Federacao Nacional 
doss Urbanitarios in Rio de Janeiro provided me with ample access to their documentation. 

II  would particularly like to thank the Interunion Department for Statistics and 
Socio-Economicc Research (DIEESE, Sao Paulo) for its invaluable assistance with the 
statisticall  survey and the analysis of union documents, particularly Ana Yara Paulino, 
Antonioo Prado and Ilmar Ferreira Silva. Luiz Gonzaga and José Eduardo de Campos 
Siqueira,, respectively president and secretary of international relations of the Federacao 
Nacionall  dos Urbanitarios invited me to the federation of electricity workers, the Latin 
Americann regional conference of the International Federation of the Chemical, Energy, 
Minee and General Workers' Unions (ICEM), as well as organising several interviews. 
Throughh Carlos G.J. Pradez and Jan Tilma, of the Companhia Vale do Rio Doce (CVRD), 
II  received a significant amount of information on the CVRD, while José Roberto 
Fagundess of the Human Resources Department of the CVRD organised interviews with 
thee trade union and the investors' association. Furthermore, Kjeld Jakobsen and Odilon 
Faccioo of the Observatório Social in Florianópolis invited me to an extremely interesting 
seminarr for academics and unionists on labour standards in multinational corporations. 

Thee generosity and hospitality of many Brazilians, academics and trade unionists 
andd others, certainly turned my research trips into an excellent experience. Iram 
Rodriguess (Faculty of Economics, Universidade de Sao Paulo), Glauco Arbix 
(Departmentt of Sociology, Universidade de Sao Paulo) and Armando Boito Jr. 
(Departmentt of Political Science, Universidade Estadual de Campinas) all took 
considerablee time to discuss my research project and results at several stages over the past 
years.. In addition, I would like to thank the Department of Sociology at the University of 
Saoo Pauio for providing me with a position as 'visiting researcher' during my first stay in 
Brazil.. In addition, I have greatly benefited from conversations with the following people: 
Giovannii  Alves, Nadya Araüjo Guimaraes, Edilson José Graciolli, Roberto Bernardes, 
Franciscoo Galrao Carneiro, Lücio Kowarick, Paulo Martins, Antonio Carvalho Neto, 
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Salvadorr Sandoval, Sedi Hirano, Adalberto Moreira Cardoso, José Ricardo Ramalho, 
Marcoo Aurelio Santana and Tullo Vigevani. I would also like to thank Celso Peel, labour 
judgee in Cubatao and professor of labour law, for introducing me to specific labour 
dimensionss of privatisation in a town economically dominated by a now privatised 
industriall  sector. A special mention goes to Susana Camargo Vieira, who introduced me 
too many people who proved to be very important for my research project. In addition, she 
providedd me with several opportunities to present my work and discuss my conclusions 
withh experts. I would also like to thank Marcos Castelli Florino, Odair and Flavia Calia 
Florinoo for their hospitality in Sao Paulo; Dexter Boniface, Michaela Rozenholz, Frank 
Edwinn Duurvoort, Monica Paranhos, Patricia Vieira Trópia, Maria Ester Camino, Zé de 
Abreuu and Bob van der Linden. 

II  spent the last stages of my doctoral research as a visiting doctoral student at the 
Centree for Brazilian Studies, St. Antony's College, University of Oxford. I am 
particularlyy grateful to Alan Angell (Latin American Centre, University of Oxford), 
Lesliee Bethell, Margaret Hancox, Mahrukh Doctor, Fiona Macaulay, Carlos Pereira and 
thee staff of the Centre for Brazilian Studies to discuss my work, for offering me a 
workspacee at the Centre and for their excellent academic programme. 

II  would like to thank the following people for their friendship and support 
throughoutt the years: Abdullah Mohamoud, Alejandra Blanco, Alessandra and Erica de 
Almeidaa Camargos, Ans Kolk, Antonio Carmona Baez, Barbara Stafford, Barbara 
Hogenboom,, Chris Jacobs, Claudia Sanchez Bajo, Courtney Lake, Christa Licher, 
Damiann Raess, Daniel Gomez, Denis Keegan, Grainne McMahon, Inês Trigo de Sousa, 
Iinaa Hellsten, Jessica van der Wusten, Kees Biekart, Kerri Philpott, Kim Mathiesen, 
Lassee Peltonen, Laura van Rossem, Marina de Regt, Mehdi Amineh, Marianne Franklin, 
Mariaa Pia di Matteo, Marcel Maussen, Mary Bourke, Mireill e Codfried, Nancy de 
Randamie,, Nick Owen, Paul Blokker, Raymond Feddema, René Wiering, Sandra 
Aranjuiz,, Sean Chabot, Shanta Singh and Xiaoke Zhang. Furthermore, I would like to 
thankk the members of the Department of Political Science, the participants of OLA - the 
Latinn American Ph.D. group at the Centre for Latin American Studies, University of 
Amsterdamm - and participants of the International Political Economy Ph.D. club (in 
variouss forms) of the Amsterdam School for Social Science Research for their comments 
onn my work. 

II  am very grateful to my family, Rolf, Renée and Hester, for their support and 
generosity.. I would like to dedicate this dissertation to my grandparents - Will y Zanoni-
Brouwer,, Henk Zanoni, Jopie Riethof-Ligteringe and Jan-Dirk Riethof - to thank them 
forr making me aware of politics and justice. Finally, my partner, Tadgh O'Sullivan, lived 
throughh the highs and lows of the research and writing process, across borders and 
sometimess even across continents. My experiences and the end result of the project would 
notnot have been the same without his love and support. 
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