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INTERVIEWS S 
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Onn this first post-graduate research trip to Cuba (February), I interviewed 179 self-

employed/informall  workers, using a questionnaire prepared for an inquiry (see 

Appendix),, state inspectors, tax collectors and a section of self-employed individuals 

withh observatory status in the CTC in Santiago de Cuba, including talks with Onan 

Rodriguez,, self-employed working group organiser within the CTC. A number of self-

employedd workers were formally retirees and professionals. My sample of self-

employed/informall  workers included those participating in illici t activities like 

prostitution.. Additionally during this period, I observed prices at stores and 

supermarketss for food and merchandise; I was shocked at how comparable the prices 

weree to New York City. 

Inn November of this year, I returned to Cuba to collect literature that was unavailable 

outsidee of the country, interview leaders in the PCC and CTC, and to hear Pedro Ross 

Leal,, National Chair of the CTC, speak at public events. During the period of two 

weeks,, I interviewed 100 Cuban workers at random to sample their attitudes towards 

thee new significance of tourism in the Cuban labour market. During my random 

interviewss I found that many recent university graduates, especially from linguistics 

andd sociology studies but also from medical school, were forced into the tourism 

sector.. Additionally, I gathered information related to the economic programme of the 

fifthh PCC Congress and the second national elections after the constitutional reforms 

off  1992. 

Inn making contact with workers in the tourism sector, I had countless encounters with 

raciall  prejudice. At times, I was prohibited from entering hotels and restaurants, as 

policee and security workers would mistake me for being Cuban. I found that many 

darkk skinned tourists experienced similar encounters. When interviewing PCC 

militantss about this matter, they would often reply that, for the Cuban government, it 

iss important to protect tourists from begging nationals and to prevent young Cubans 

fromm entering prostitution (jineterismo). 
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Duringg this advent of the 40' anniversary of the 1959 Revolution, I also took the time 

too talk with many senior citizens who were able to recall the heroic days of the July 26 

Movement. . 

1999 9 

Inn January, I interviewed four university professors at La Universidad del Oriente in 

Santiagoo de Cuba, two researchers at the CEA in Havana and a PCC militant in the 

Cityy of Camaguey; topics included socio-economic changes and reflections after the 

Crisiss of the 1990s (The Special Period), the recent visit of Pope John Paul II, self-

employment,, and the PCC economic programme. In random conversations with 

residentss of the island, I heard many testimonies on how the food rationing system and 

monthlyy quotas were being debilitated. 

Inn September of this year, I returned to Cuba to find more information on the laws and 

statuss of self-employment and the newly instated system of entrepreneurial perfection 

(SPE).. It was in this period that I started gathering information on downsizing of 

labourr in those businesses already involved in thee SPE. 

Onn both trips during this year, I was encouraged to bring office materials from the 

Unitedd States and Puerto Rico, like paper, pens and pencils, rulers, and ink, and also 

'innovative'' products for the Ministry of Health, like: female condoms, lubricants, 

safee sex propaganda, 'say no to drugs' propaganda in Spanish and confidential 

communityy projects for youth proposals. My contacts in Cuba constantly requested 

thesee materials, as they were pressured by their supervisors at their workplace to find 

wayss to improve efficiency in their tasks and understand new forms of marketing and 

diseasee prevention. I also heard the testimonies of PCC militants and academic 

researcherss that were happy with the materials and books donated from Holland via 

thee solidarity group Cuba Libro. 

2000 0 

Onn this last research trip to Havana, Holguin and Santiago de Cuba, I interviewed 

workerss that were affected by the new SPE. In search of the origins of the new system, 
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II  interviewed workers from Cubaise, S.A. and retired workers from CIMEX S.A. I 

alsoo heard testimonies concerning increased PCC militant involvement at the 

workplacee in organising informal gatherings, celebrations and award ceremonies. 

Duringg my two-week stay I encountered more police aggression towards informal and 

self-employedd workers, especially towards taxi drivers who rendered services to 

tourists. . 

2001 1 

Inn the Netherlands, I had the honour and pleasure of meeting representatives of the 

Cubann government. Among these were Abelardo Curbelo Padrón of the Department 

off  International Relations of the Central Committee of the Communist Part of Cuba 

(May),, in Amsterdam, the Netherlands and Her Excellency Sonia Diaz Llera, Former 

Cubann Ambassador Extraordinaire to The Netherlands, in The Hague. Most of my 

conversationss with these individuals were centred on the issues of Cuba-Netherlands 

trade;; Cuba-EU relations, the SPE and new labour laws including the issue of state 

runn temporary agencies in Cuba. They were quite optimistic about the SPE and both 

statedd that SPE represented a great advancement in the state-led economy. On the 

topicc of self-employment, these individuals hesitated or were not interested in talking 

aboutt the sector. Both saw cuentapropismo as a temporary state measure. 
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