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v
Alfellaga
The revolt of the Kel Adagh
(1963-1964)

Introduction

Declaration received from the goum/ier Ahiyaya ag Ouarzeza

‘\We had feft for Timiaouéne to get our mission order [ordre de mission]
signed by Souleymane. He made us tea. After tea, we got up to pray when
two young Ifoghas.: Alladi ag Allah and Tuteka ag Alladi seized our guns
and equipment [...] Directly after prayers, I pursuved them alone. While
walking, I encountered them around 19.:00 hrs. One of them was in firing
position and the other was tying up the carmel. The one who was in firing
position shot at me and the bullet passed over my head. I replied and they
fled with their arms, taking their carmel with them. [...]1 The next morning 7
was walking when one of them, Alladi, stopped me. He told me to climb off
my camel, his weapon with fixed bayonet pointed at me. I climbed off my
camel, after which he told me to take off my burnous and to hand over the
camel with fts saddle. I told him I would not give him the camel, after
which he told me to take off my accoutrements. I kept refusing,
whereupon his companion came close and told me again to take off my
accoutrements. I did not want to be shot so I took off my accoutrements.
He then told me to drop them and to be off. After I had distanced myseff,
he told me to ‘go and tell the slaves at Bouressa that we are here’ This
happened in the wadi Atelaf this morning 15/5/63 .27°

By stealing the gun and equipment from the gourm/er Ahiyaya ag
QOuarzeza, Elledi ag Alla and Touteka ag Effad started what is now known in
the Adagh as Affellaga - ‘the rebellion’. In the rest of Mali, the 1963
rebellion is generally called ‘the first Tuareg rebellion’, an appropriate
name since a second rebellion foliowed in 1990. The two rebellions are
intimately linked in practice, ideology and historical memory. In Kel Adagh
historical discourse, emphasis is put on a continuing line of resistance
against ‘foreign’ domination stretching from the colonial period, via
Alfellaga to a/-Jebha, the rebellion in 1990.

This chapter has three aims. The first is to give a comprehensive
narrative of A/fellaga. The second is to show how Tamasheq concepts of
masculinity and warfare determined patterns of warfare during A/fe/laga,
as well as the military tactics used by the rebels. The third is to show how
in Tamasheq historical discourse Affellaga is intertwined with other
historical events and embedded in an explanatory narrative of resistance.
This chapter focuses on those topics presented as relevant in Kel Adagh
historical discourse - historical continuity of resistance, masculine values of

270 péclaration recueilli auprés du milicien Ahiyaya ag Ouarzeza, n.d. [15/05/63]. ACK.
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honour and combat, the fighting itself, and especially the suffering of the
population under the repression of the Malian army.

There is one notable exception to following Kel Adagh narrative lines.
Kel Adagh informants, both those who lived through A/fe/izga and those
who participated in the 1990 rebellion, stress the unprepared nature of the
first rebellion, its lack of organisation, and its lack of a clearly formulated
goal, as compared to the second rebellion. This line of reasoning is in stark
contrast with my main archive sources on Affe/laga; the interrogation
reports of various captured fighters. From their information at that time, it
seems the rebels were prepared and organised to a much larger extent
than they are now perceived to have been and that they knew their goal -
independence, reached through an armed conflict with the support of
Algeria and, if possible, France. The rebels hoped that, by starting their
armed uprising, these two powers would come to their aid, as they had
promised to do in the previous years. At least, the principal rebel leader,
Zeyd ag Attaher, thought these two countries had indeed promised
support, which was not the case.

The chapter is divided into five parts. The first part presents a history
of Alla ag Albachir, a notorious rebel-bandit in colonial times, which in Kel
Adagh historical discourse serves to outline both their reasons for
resistance and to present Affe/laga as but one important chapter in a
continuing story of revolt. The second part deals with preparations for
revolt, the goal and strategy of the rebels and support from inside and
outside Tamasheq society. This part is generally downplayed in Kel Adagh
accounts. The third part deals with combat itself. I will here focus on
Tamasheq masculine ethics of warfare and its code of conduct, which
structured and regulated the actions of the rebels. They will be contrasted
with the acts of the Malian regular armed forces in the fourth part, which
deals with army repression and retaliation on Kel Adagh civilians. This,
although not often narrated in detail, is seen as the most important aspect
of the revolt. To most Kel Adagh, it was not the fighting between rebels
and army, but the heavy army retaliation on civilians which matters in
Alfellaga. In the fifth part, I will come back to the question how memories
of A/fellaga are given meaning in a continuing story of resistance and
struggle for independence, linking it to the second rebellion dealt with in
chapters VII and VIII.

A continuum of resistance

When I was discussing the 1963 revolt with Kel Tamasheq, there seemed
to be an almost natural connection between Alla ag Albachir and his men,
who defied the French authorities in colonial times, and his son Elledi ag
Alla, the instigator and one of the main leaders of the 1963 rebellion. This
connection is not coincidental. It is made with the explicit aim to create a
continuous line of Kel Adagh resistance against foreign rule from colonial
times to a/-Jebha in the 1990s, via Alfellaga.

Alla ag Albachir was a member of one of the Adagh’s leading clans or
tewsiten, the Irayaken. According to Kel Adagh history, the Irayaken had
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once headed the Ifoghas, the fews/t leading all of the Kel Adagh, of which
they are a subgroup. Alla ag Albachir refused to obey all power, both that
of the French and that of amernoka/ Attaher ag Illi. Instead, he lived as an
outlaw, a social bandit as Hobsbawm would call him, with a number of his
relatives, defying French rule and regularly clashing with the forces of
order.?’! Alla’s activities as outlaw and his widespread popularity as a local
hero among the Kel Adagh during his lifetime made him a stain on the
prestige and honour of the French administration and their capacity to
maintain /2 paix francaise. Therefore they wanted Alla’s head. The
goumiers finally caught him in July 1954. According to Tamasheq history,
Alla was decapitated after his elimination, and his head was exposed in
Bouressa to convince the Kel Adagh of his death.?’? Alla’s story is known in
all of the Adagh and beyond.

Kel Adagh warrior qualities and their resistance against foreign rule in
post colonial times are well-established through A/fe/laga. However, for
colonial times, Kel Adagh history has to ‘compete’ with stories of resistance
against the French from other federations. The Kel Adagh had always been
faithful allies of the French colonial system. They had even helped the
French to defeat the Ouillimiden uprising in 1916. But, as former rebel
Amegha ag Sherif put it - ‘ever since the French colonisation there were
people who rebelled, like Alla ag Albachir and the others of his group who
have resisted France'.*’®> Amegha clearly underlines the political meaning of
Alla and his men in the Adagh. They were not simple bandits but resistance
fighters, the direct predecessors to A/fe/laga and a/-Jebha. According to
Amegha, the French never had full control over the Kel Adagh, since there
always were people who resisted power with violence. This tradition of
resistance was passed down to Alla’s son Elledi who started Affe//aga by
avenging his father’s death.

‘Alla ag Albachir was killed by decapitation in a chase, when Elfed; was
about seven years old. Years later he [Elledi] was at a well with his herd,
mitking his animals, when a group of soldiers passed. It was a kind of law
that when you were at a well and soldiers passed, you immediately had to
fill their containers for them. Elleds said he was busy mitking his camel and
that he would fill their containers after. One of the soldiers said he knew
who he was and ir he didn't do it right away they would do the same to
him as they did to his father. That is how Elledi knew who had killed his

mn Hobsbawm, E., Primitive rebels: Studies in archaic forms of social movement in the 19th and

20th centuries (New York 1965).

272 prench reports do not explicitly mentions Alla’s beheading for obvious reasons, but the
administration did want to make Alla's death quite clear to the Kel Adagh: '/ fave sent away a
patrol of one group with Zuber to try to bring Alla’s corpse to Bouressa for the civil population of
the region to see it and I have announced that the members of the band who are still in the
Tidjern mountains and its surroundings should turn themselves in with their arms in the shortest
possible terrrr. Affaires politiques, Soudan, service publique police, maintien de I'ordre,
incidents 1948-1955, Affaire Alla ag Elbacher. ANSOM - 1affpol/2197/14.

273 Interview with Amegha ag Sherif. Brussels, October 1994,
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father. He wanted to revenge his fathers death. He wanted to kill his
assassins, both the Tamasheq - because there were Tamasheg among the
kiflers — and the others. He wanted to kill them all without exceptions. This
revenge was what the revolt of Kidal was'.#’*

The story of continuity of resistance against external rule and the
struggle for independence is presented in the most binding grid of
Tamasheq historical production - genealogical continuity. First Alla ag
Albachir led resistance against France, then his son Elledi led resistance
against Mali. By connecting the events surrounding Alla to the events
surrounding Elledi, present day Tamasheq historical discourse overcomes
an artificial mark in time - independence - which is blurred in a non-stop
presence of outside forces to fight against. In this respect, the exploits of
Alla ag Albachir serve to reinterpret the Kel Adagh past as one of
resistance against French rule, instead of compliance with it.

Egha

The story of how Elledi avenges his father introduces an element linking
the various periods of resistance - revenge, a shorthand translation of the
more complicated Tamasheq concept of eg/3. The importance of eg/a as a
motive for and in the organisation of resistance cannot be overestimated.
Egha, is closely connected to two other important concepts in Tamasheq
society - eshik, honour, and (takaraket, shame. Fgha is a debt one
contracts against those who have stained ones honour and who have thus
caused one shaming. Both the damaged honour and subsequent shame,
and the contracted egha can be either individual or on the collective level
of the clan (¢tewst). It is important to note that honour can only be stained
by those perceived to be on an equal footing with those whose honour is
stained - the free and noble.

Until the attack on one’s honour is countered, the contracted debt of
egha remains open. It can only be repaid in violent action. In this light we
can see the history of Alla ag Albachir and his son Elledi gaining
importance. Alla, in a sense, can be seen as repaying the Kel Adagh
honour debt of colonial subjugation towards the French. The violation of his
body damaged Alla’s honour and through him that of his whole tews/, the
Irayaken, or even all the Kel Adagh. The gourmniers who were involved in
Alla’s killing then proceeded to insult Elledi by referring to his father’s
decapitation, implying they had the same fate in store for Elledi himself.
Elledi could do nothing else than to repay this double eg/ta debt - the
shame brought upon him and his father. After his arrest in 1964, when
asked for his motives for rebellion Elledi answered -

\I became a rebel to avenge my father, killed by the French
administration, and to personally avenge myself for what the security
agents of the Malian security post at Bouressa kept repeating at me ~ that

27% conversation with S. Paris 09/01/1996.
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if I did not stay quiet I would be slain like my father had been. [...] I have
but my personal motives cited above.””®

Alfellaga

In the preceding chapters, I have tried to show that the Kel Tamasheq in
general and the Kel Adagh in particular, never wanted to be part of Mali in
the first place. After independence came about, all they wanted was their
independence from Mali and they were ready to fight for it. The /fi/agen
made this quite clear to the Malian Government. In October 1963, a
mission of USRDA officials and tribal chiefs was sent to negotiate with the
rebels. They met with the /#u/agen at the wells of In-Tamake. After the
members of the mission had explained the grave error in revolting against
the Malian state, the rebels replied -

‘We fight for our independence. We dont want any of this Mali. The
leaders have no patience. They throw us in prison for no reason. There are
heavy taxes and exaggerated customs duties. We are beaten and
enchained in front of our women and children. There also is the marriage
act which does not conform to Muslim custom. We are against Mali
because all its institutions are anti-religious and against us. We want our
independence, that is all we look for, but we cannot stay with Mali. We are
against all the principles of the Party and the Government’ *™®

If this message was conveyed by the rebels as it is presented here, it
surpasses a mere wish for independence from Mali. As I argued in chapter
111, the Kel Adagh knew more about Mali and its new regime than what is
generally thought. The first two years of independence had given the Kel
Adagh a first glance at what might be expected from the new state. The
taxes and customs duties would hinder them in their cattle export to
Algeria, which was the main lifeline of the Adagh. The newly instated
marriage law, put into effect in February 1962, was apparently known and
disapproved of as being anti-Islamic, or at least against local customs. It is
unlikely that the //agen knew all about ‘all the principles of the Party and
the Government’, but they had had a glimpse of it and it had been enough
to confirm the pre-existing ideas the Kel Adagh had of the new regime.
That pre-existing stereotypes played their part as well becomes crystal
clear from the way the reasons for the rebellion are summed up by
captured rebel Amouksou ag Azandeher -

275 Interrogatoire du prisonnier rebelie Eladi ag Alla par le Capitaine Diby Silas Diarra,
Commandant d‘armes et du Cercle de Kidal, 13/03/1964. ACK. Statements made during
interrogation are a source to be dealt with suspisciously. Often, torture was involved. According
to Michel Vallet, a former French colonial officer still serving in Southern Algeria during
Alfellaga, commander Diby Sillas Diarra had been trained in torture techniques in the French
colonial army while serving in Indo-China. The statements made might very well reflect what
his interrogators wanted to believe and hear.

276 picko, Proces verbal de compte rendu de mission. n.d. (+/- 30/10/1963). ACK.
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'The reasons are numerous, but the main ones are:

£ - We, nomads of the white race, can neither concefve nor accept to
be commanded by blacks whom we always had as servants and
slaves.

2 - We Ifoghas, do not accept or concelve of the equality between

races and men Mali wants to impose on us, starting with taking
ourimghad and bellah away from us.

> - We gain nothing from Malian independence, but heavy taxes and
customs auties to pay.

# - The Malian Government thinks it is superfor to our Chief Zeyd
and does not listen to him.

5 - The Malian gendarmerie mistreats us frrespective of whether they

are wrong or right’*’

The rebellion seems not so much directed /7 favour of but rather
against something - Malian rule. As former rebel Bibi ag Ghassi later
analysed his actions - We had no /deological concepts that comes with a
revolution. We were essentially motivated to save our identity and by the
wish to reconquer the independence the French had given to us and which
the Malians had confiscated to their own benefit.”® But what did
independence mean? Some hoped France would return to rule their
country. The promise made in the 1950s with regards to the OCRS was not
forgotten. By starting their armed conflict, the rebels hoped for French
intervention on their behalf, which, of course, never materialised. Others
opted for inclusion of the Adagh in Algeria, as had already been suggested
in the last years of French rule by amenoka/ Attaher ag Illi. The trips to
Algeria made by his son Zeyd ag Attaher in 1961, and again in 1963, to
muster Algerian support should be seen in this light as well.

The mere decision taken by a small number of men to start an armed
uprising should be seen in the light of their hope for support. From a
military point of view, the armed uprising of a few dozen lightly armed
men against a few thousand soldiers equiped with tanks, airplanes and
heavy artillery could have amounted to suicide if it wasnt for the
advantages the rebels had in their knowledge of the terrain and their
partisan-style tactics (/7a). But the tactical advantages of the rebels
could never make up for their simple lack of men and means. A rebel
military victory was out of the question. What then, was the strategic goal
of the armed rebellion?

First of all, by waging war on the Malian state, the rebels manifested
their discontent with the regime towards that regime and towards the
population. Undoubtedly, the rebels hoped for support from other Kel

277 Questions posées par le Capitaine Diarra, Commandant la C.S.M. et le Cercle de Kidal, au
rebelle Amouksou ag Azandeher. Kidal, 04/10/1963. ACK.

278 Interview by Sidi Mohamed ag Zimrou with Bibi ag Ghassi, n.d., n.p. Courtesy of Georg
Klute.
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Tamasheq groups, both in Mali and perhaps in Niger, as had been the case
during the massive Kel Tamasheq revolts against the French colonial forces
in 1916 (in which the Kel Adagh had actually participated on the side of
the French). But it seems that the rebels mainly hoped that Algeria state
and France would come to their help. This becomes clear from the
statements of captured rebel Amouksou ag Azandeher on the ways the
rebels hoped to win their cause -

XIIT - In what time schedule have you planned to win from Mali?

R - There is no time limit, but we intend to fight to the day of our victory
or to the day we are convinced that we have lost the cause.

XIV - Are you not convinced that Mali is much stronger than you are?

R - We are convinced of this as long as you have more arms than we have,
but we nevertheless believe that we can win one day.

XV - On who do you count to reach that goal? What do you expect exactly
from outside support?

R - We count first and foremost on Algerian support, but also on France. As
for Algeria, its territory is our greatest support. We also expect arms from
Algeria, as we do from the French. But we also expect Algeria to arbitrate
between us and Mali when the moment comes’.*’®

The underlying strategy of the armed rebellion was not based on
expectations of a military victory, but on a possible military or diplomatic
victory of Algeria and France on their behalf, once the fight and cause of
the Kel Adagh had become known to the outside world. Fighting a well-
equiped army with so few men and material only served the purpose of
fighting itself, in hope for outside reinforcement. This support never
materialised. The outside world remained unknowing of the Kel Adagh
struggle or kept its knowledge hidden.

Of course, the rebels had gravely misjudged the workings of
international politics. Zeyd ag Attaher’s diplomatical skills and political
experience did not surpass the regional setting of Northern Mali and
Southern Algeria through the few contacts he had had with the Algerian
FLN and French administrative personnel. From a Kel Tamasheq
perspective, where personal contacts in politics are of the highest
importance, his judgment of the situation and his chances on support
might have been over-optimistic and extremely naive, but not altogether
incomprehensible. But in the world of international politics, his
expectations made no sense at all. Algerian-Malian relations were
characterised by the closests of friendships. France was still contemplating
its defeat in the Algerian liberation war and could hardly be asked to risk
its nuclear test bases, their last and very important interests in Southern
Algeria, in favour of its old but now useless ally. Therefore, the rebels
stayed alone in their fight.

279 Questions posées par le Capitaine Diarra, Commandant la C.S.M. et le Cercle de Kidal, au
rebelle Amouksou ag Azandeher. Kidal, 04/10/1963. ACK.
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Men and material

As we have seen in previous chapters, some groups of men had fiercely
resisted the incorporation of the Kel Tamasheq in Mali since the 1950s.
Some of these men, joined by others, actively prepared for revolt against
the Malian state between 1961 and 1963. The deposed amenoka/ Zeyd ag
Attaher had gathered a group of men who shared his idea that the
Tamasheq country in general and the Adagh in particular should not form
part of Mali. Zeyd was in close contact with Amegha ag Sherif, one of the
very few Kel Adagh who had attended French schools. His education
completed, Amegha engaged himself in the struggle for Tamasheq
independence, which made him suspect of subversive activity. He was
arrested and released shortly after in 1960. He then went to Algeria where
he found a job at the French nuclear base at Takormiasse in 1962. He
managed to bring in other Kel Adagh employees at the base. In return, the
employed Kel Adagh gave part of their wages to Amegha which he used to
buy weapons in Tamanrasset for the future revolt.*®°

Zeyd’s group was not limited to the Kel Adagh. Contact was kept with
Mohamed Ali ag Attaher Insar, who encouraged and supported Zeyd's
plans. In Zeyd's following were also Younes and Ilyas ag Ayyouba, the sons
of the very wealthy Ayyouba ag Mohamed Adargajouj, the chief of the
Daoussahak, a tribe living in the Tamesna who are not part of the Kel
Adagh. With their help and money, Zeyd bought about thirty rifles in the
Tamanrasset area from a Frenchman working there.®' The rifles were
hidden until the start of the revolt.

Sidi Alamine ag Cheick, a former gourn/er, and his brother Issouf ag
Cheick, were at the head of a second group. In January 1963, Issouf broke
into an arms depot in Timbuktu and took some guns, ammunition and
battle costumes destined for the future uprising.?®? With this material the
two brothers fled to Algeria, where they joined the others at the French
nuclear base at Takormiasse.?® In January 1963 this group of men decided
to start an armed revolt, although no date was set. A second reunion was
held in the Adagh at Tidjim in June 1963.%®* Elledi ag Alla, who had by then
taken his revenge on the gourmier Ahiyaya ag Ouarzeza described at the
start of this chapter, knew about Zeyd'’s presence at Tidjim and joined him
there. After he had explained his action to those assembled, it was decided
that this was a good moment to start the rebellion.

The initial group of about ten men around Zeyd ag Attaher grew
rapidly. Still, the number of //agen was never high. From all data at my

280 Interview with Amegha ag Sherif. Bamako, 10/02/1998.

281 Questions posées par le Capitaine Diarra, Commandant la C.S.M. et le Cercle de Kidal, au
rebelle Amouksou ag Azandeher. Kidal, 04/10/1963. ACK.

282 nef d'Arrondissement d’Aguelhoc & Commandant du Cercle de Kidal, 14/01/1963. ACK.

283 questions posées par le Capitaine Diarra, Commandant fa C.S.M. et le Cercle de Kidal, au
rebelle Amouksou ag Azandeher. Kidal, 04/10/1963. ACK.
284 1hidem.
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disposal, I could calculate that, at most, 250 men were involved during the
rebellion. However, the number of /f//agen at any precise point during the
rebellion must have been lower. These men lacked sufficient material to
fight the Malian forces. Mounted on camels in their flowing indigo robes
and armed mostly with outdated rifles they are easy to depict as a
hopeless band of warriors of old. However, this picture is besides the truth.

Many of the warriors were not dressed in flowing indigo robes, but in
green battle dress. 1 wondered why the /fi/agen spent their resources on
obtaining these outfits. An explanation would be that wearing battle dress
exemplified the movement’s concern to present themselves as a liberation
army. To most Kel Tamasheq, dress is a highly valorised means of
expression. Dress should reflect presumed (or desired) status. If the Kel
Adagh fighters wanted to present themselves as the rightful army of
Tamasheq independence, they had to dress accordingly. Therefore, in
keeping with this idea, they adopted a new dress code for combat. Another
explanation for wearing French battle dress might have been to make the
Malian army think the country was being invaded by French troops, or that
at least French troops were supporting the Kel Adagh. Whether this was
their intention or not, not surprisingly the Malian officers were quick to
believe the French were indeed involved -

] pave been informed that these fellagas are directed by French units
including Clauzel Jean and a certain Bretodeau [Bretaudeaul, who formerly
served in Timbuktu, Gao and Menaka and who was responsible for Muslim
arfairs in colonial times' %

Camels were the only available means of transport all fighters could
use. However, they are also highly effective in the Adagh. Part of the
Adagh surface is covered with boulder formations or small but sharply
broken stones. These terrains can be crossed by camel, but not by cars.
The Malian motorised forces were only effective in open terrain and wadis.
As for arms, they were easily and cheaply obtained in Algeria where a
lively smuggling of light arms existed ever since colonial times. In the
1940s, 1950s and early 1960s the most obtainable fire arms were
‘Mausers’ and ‘Bouceta’s’, German and Italian repeating rifles of WWII
stocks, and French MAS-36 rifles. By acquiring these cheap and known
arms, more men could be armed than if more expensive and harder to
handle modern rifles were bought. Nevertheless, the /f//agen were equiped
with some more advanced weapons. Mohamed Ali ag Attaher Insar had
managed to ship a small amount of material from Morocco to the rebels in
Algeria, consisting of thirty battle dresses, five Egyptian automatic rifles
and ammunition.?®

285 chef d’Arrondissement d’Aguelhoc & Commandant du Cercle de Kidal, 20/8/1963. ACK.

286 Interrogatoire du prisonnier rebelle Eladi ag Alla par le Capitaine Diby Silas Diarra,
Commandant d’armes et du Cercle de Kidal, 13/03/1964. ACK.
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Support and defiance

The large scale official Algerian and French support the rebels hoped for
never materialised, but they did receive some support from these two
countries. Algerian support was unofficial and given on the initiative of
local Algerian commanders who lacked the means to halt rebel incursion in
Algeria anyway. The rebels were therefore allowed to dwell in Algeria, and
in some instances /f//agen had their wounds treated in Algerian
infirmaries. The rebels were allowed to stay at the French nuclear base at
Takormiasse, where they had pitched a tent to store their supplies. They
received marginal help from the French employees, who sold or gave them
ammunition, medication, battle gear and a few privately owned arms. The
French doctor present at the base treated some of the wounded.?®” But it
seems that most material had to be bought on the local markets,
especially arms. Evidence of official French or Algerian support is lacking.

As for internal support, the reaction of the Kel Adagh was not
unanimously favourable to revolt. As we have seen in the previous chapter,
the death of amenoka/ Attaher ag Illi had caused a split within the Ifoghas
tribe over his succession, which was linked to the pretenders view on Mali.
Although the supporters of Zeyd seem to have been in the majority, a
number of Ifoghas supported Intalla. Since Attaher ag Illi had been the
amenoka/ of all the Kel Adagh, other tribes were invoived in the dispute
over his succession as well. The split among the Ifoghas on this issue
continued throughout the revolt -

‘There are two groups of Ifoghas: Those who are loyal to Zeyd and
those who are foyal to Intalla. To us, who are loyal to Zeyd, Intalla is
reprehensible and we formally condemn his position since he does not
follow us. We regret that our tribe is divided into two equal groups
between Zeyd and Intalla. In fact we have seen that all the Ifoghas
fractions of the South and West follow Intalla while those of the North and
East follow Zeyd >

Intalla was not the only tribal chief who was loyal to the Malian
Government. The tribal chiefs were employed to make contact with the
rebels and to persuade them to surrender. In October 1963, Intalla, in the
company of Bissaada ag Khakad, chief of the Idnan, Hamzata ag
Alkassoum chief of the Kel Telabit and Baye ag Atikbel chief of the
Telguetrat, were sent on such a mission. Another chief, Kola ag Saghid of
the Irayakan, performed similar missions. The actions of these men should
be seen in the light of their double-bound position as intermediaries
between state and society. It is not at all said that they approved of the
actions of either side. Both the rebellion and the repressive counter actions

287 Déclaration de Kaza ag Larlar. Kidal, 08/02/1964. ACK; and interview with Amegha ag

Sherif. Brussels, October 1994.

288 Questions posées par le Capitaine Diarra, Commandant la C.S.M. et le Cercle de Kidal, au
rebelle Amouksou ag Azandeher. Kidal, 04/10/1963. ACK.
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