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IV V
A/fe/laga A/fe/laga
Thee revolt of the Kei Adagh
(1963-1964) )
Introduction n
Declarationn received from the ffov/rr/er Ahiyaya ag Ouarzeza
We had left for Timiaouène to get our mission order [ordre de mission]
signedsigned by Souleymane. He made us tea. After tea, we got up to pray when
twotwo young Ifoghas: Aliadi ag Allah and Tuteka ag Alladi seized our guns
andand equipment [...] Directly after prayers, I pursued them alone. While
walking,walking, I encountered them around 19:00 hrs. One of them was in firing
positionposition and the other was tying up the camel. The one who was in firing
positionposition shot at me and the bullet passed over my head. I replied and they
fledfled with their arms, taking their camel with them. [...] The next morning I
waswas walking when one of them, Alladi, stopped me. He told me to climb off
mymy camel, his weapon with fixed bayonet pointed at me. I climbed off my
camel,camel, after which he told me to take off my burnous and to hand over the
camelcamel with its saddle. I told him I would not give him the camel, after
whichwhich he told me to take off my accoutrements. I kept refusing,
whereuponwhereupon his companion came close and told me again to take off my
accoutrements.accoutrements. I did not want to be shot, so I took off my accoutrements.
HeHe then told me to drop them and to be off. After I had distanced myself,
hehe told me to go and tell the slaves at Bouressa that we are here'. This
happenedhappened in the wadi Atelaf this morning 15/5/6J.270
11

Byy stealing the gun and equipment from the goumier Ahiyaya ag
Ouarzeza,, Elledi ag Alia and Touteka ag Effad started what is now known in
thee Adagh as Alfellaga - 'the rebellion'. In the rest of Mali, the 1963
rebellionn is generally called 'the first Tuareg rebellion', an appropriate
namee since a second rebellion followed in 1990. The two rebellions are
intimatelyy linked in practice, ideology and historical memory. In Kel Adagh
historicall discourse, emphasis is put on a continuing line of resistance
againstt 'foreign' domination stretching from the colonial period, via
AlfellagaAlfellaga to a/-Jebha, the rebellion in 1990.
Thiss chapter has three aims. The first is to give a comprehensive
narrativee of Alfellaga. The second is to show how Tamasheq concepts of
masculinityy and warfare determined patterns of warfare during Alfellaga,
ass well as the military tactics used by the rebels. The third is to show how
inn Tamasheq historical discourse Alfellaga is intertwined with other
historicall events and embedded in an explanatory narrative of resistance.
Thiss chapter focuses on those topics presented as relevant in Kel Adagh
historicall discourse - historical continuity of resistance, masculine values of
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honourr and combat, the fighting itself, and especially the suffering of the
populationn under the repression of the Malian army.
Theree is one notable exception to following Kel Adagh narrative lines.
Kell Adagh informants, both those who lived through Alfellaga and those
whoo participated in the 1990 rebellion, stress the unprepared nature of the
firstt rebellion, its lack of organisation, and its lack of a clearly formulated
goal,, as compared to the second rebellion. This line of reasoning is in stark
contrastt with my main archive sources on Alfellaga; the interrogation
reportss of various captured fighters. From their information at that time, it
seemss the rebels were prepared and organised to a much larger extent
thann they are now perceived to have been and that they knew their goal independence,, reached through an armed conflict with the support of
Algeriaa and, if possible, France. The rebels hoped that, by starting their
armedd uprising, these two powers would come to their aid, as they had
promisedd to do in the previous years. At least, the principal rebel leader,
Zeydd ag Attaher, thought these two countries had indeed promised
support,, which was not the case.
Thee chapter is divided into five parts. The first part presents a history
off Alia ag Albachir, a notorious rebel-bandit in colonial times, which in Kel
Adaghh historical discourse serves to outline both their reasons for
resistancee and to present Alfellaga as but one important chapter in a
continuingg story of revolt. The second part deals with preparations for
revolt,, the goal and strategy of the rebels and support from inside and
outsidee Tamasheq society. This part is generally downplayed in Kel Adagh
accounts.. The third part deals with combat itself. I will here focus on
Tamasheqq masculine ethics of warfare and its code of conduct, which
structuredd and regulated the actions of the rebels. They will be contrasted
withh the acts of the Malian regular armed forces in the fourth part, which
dealss with army repression and retaliation on Kel Adagh civilians. This,
althoughh not often narrated in detail, is seen as the most important aspect
off the revolt. To most Kel Adagh, it was not the fighting between rebels
andd army, but the heavy army retaliation on civilians which matters in
Alfellaga.Alfellaga. In the fifth part, I will come back to the question how memories
off Alfellaga are given meaning in a continuing story of resistance and
strugglee for independence, linking it to the second rebellion dealt with in
chapterss VII and VIII.

AA continuum of resistance

Whenn I was discussing the 1963 revolt with Kel Tamasheq, there seemed
too be an almost natural connection between Alia ag Albachir and his men,
whoo defied the French authorities in colonial times, and his son Elledi ag
Alia,, the instigator and one of the main leaders of the 1963 rebellion. This
connectionn is not coincidental. It is made with the explicit aim to create a
continuouss line of Kel Adagh resistance against foreign rule from colonial
timess to al-Jebha in the 1990s, via Alfellaga.
Aliaa ag Albachir was a member of one of the Adagh's leading clans or
tewsiten,tewsiten, the Irayaken. According to Kel Adagh history, the Irayaken had
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oncee headed the Ifoghas, the tewsit leading all of the Kel Adagh, of which
theyy are a subgroup. Alia ag Albachir refused to obey all power, both that
off the French and that of amenokal AXtaher ag Illi. Instead, he lived as an
outlaw,, a social bandit as Hobsbawm would call him, with a number of his
relatives,, defying French rule and regularly clashing with the forces of
order.2711 Alla's activities as outlaw and his widespread popularity as a local
heroo among the Kel Adagh during his lifetime made him a stain on the
prestigee and honour of the French administration and their capacity to
maintainn la paix francaise. Therefore they wanted Alla's head. The
goumiersgoumiers finally caught him in July 1954. According to Tamasheq history,
Aliaa was decapitated after his elimination, and his head was exposed in
Bouressaa to convince the Kel Adagh of his death.272 Alla's story is known in
alll of the Adagh and beyond.
Kell Adagh warrior qualities and their resistance against foreign rule in
postt colonial times are well-established through Alfellaga. However, for
coloniall times, Kel Adagh history has to 'compete' with stories of resistance
againstt the French from other federations. The Kel Adagh had always been
faithfull allies of the French colonial system. They had even helped the
Frenchh to defeat the Ouillimiden uprising in 1916. But, as former rebel
Ameghaa ag Sherif put it - ''ever since the French colonisation there were
peoplepeople who rebelled, like Alia ag Albachir and the others of his group who
havehave resisted France11.273 Amegha clearly underlines the political meaning of
AEIaa and his men in the Adagh. They were not simple bandits but resistance
fighters,, the direct predecessors to Alfellaga and al-Jebha. According to
Amegha,, the French never had full control over the Kel Adagh, since there
alwayss were people who resisted power with violence. This tradition of
resistancee was passed down to Alla's son El led i who started Alfellaga by
avengingg his father's death.
'Alia'Alia ag Albachir was killed by decapitation in a chase, when Filed/' was
aboutabout seven years old. Years later he [Elledi] was at a well with his herd,
milkingmilking his animals, when a group of soldiers passed. It was a kind of law
thatthat when you were at a well and soldiers passed, you immediately had to
fillfill their containers for them. Elledi said he was busy milking his camel and
thatthat he would fill their containers after. One of the soldiers said he knew
whowho he was and if he didn't do it right away they would do the same to
himhim as they did to his father. That is how Elledi knew who had killed his

Hobsbawm,, E., Primitive rebels: Studies in archaic forms of social movement in the 19th and
20th20th centuries (New York 1965).
2 7 22
French reports do not explicitly mentions Alla's beheading for obvious reasons, but the
administrationn did want to make Alla's death quite clear to the Kel Adagh: * I have sent away a
patrolpatrol of one group with Zuber to try to bring Alla's corpse to Bouressa lor the civil population of
thethe region to see it and I have announced that the members of the band who are still in the
TidjemTidjem mountains and its surroundings should turn themselves in with their arms in in the shortest
possiblepossible term'. Affaires polltiques, Soudan, service publique police, maintlen de I'ordre,
incidentss 1948-1955, Affaire Alia ag Elbacher. ANSOM - laffpol/2197/14.
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father.father. He wanted to revenge his fathers death. He wanted to kill his
assassins,assassins, both the Tamasheq - because there were Tamasheq among t
MiersMiers - and the others. He wanted to kiil them ali without exceptions. This
revengerevenge was what the revolt of Kidal was1.274
Thee story of continuity of resistance against external rule and the
strugglee for independence is presented in the most binding grid of
Tamasheqq historical production - genealogical continuity. First Alia ag
Albachirr led resistance against France, then his son Elledi led resistance
againstt Mali. By connecting the events surrounding Alia to the events
surroundingg Elledi, present day Tamasheq historical discourse overcomes
ann artificial mark in time - independence - which is blurred in a non-stop
presencee of outside forces to fight against. In this respect, the exploits of
Aliaa ag Albachir serve to reinterpret the Kel Adagh past as one of
resistancee against French rule, instead of compliance with it.
Egha Egha
Thee story of how Elledi avenges his father introduces an element linking
thee various periods of resistance - revenge, a shorthand translation of the
moree complicated Tamasheq concept of egha. The importance of egha as a
motivee for and in the organisation of resistance cannot be overestimated.
Egha,Egha, is closely connected to two other important concepts in Tamasheq
societyy - eshik, honour, and takaraket, shame. Egha is a debt one
contractss against those who have stained ones honour and who have thus
causedd one shaming. Both the damaged honour and subsequent shame,
andd the contracted egha can be either individual or on the collective level
off the clan (tewsit). It is important to note that honour can only be stained
byy those perceived to be on an equal footing with those whose honour is
stainedd - the free and noble.
Untill the attack on one's honour is countered, the contracted debt of
eghaegha remains open. It can only be repaid in violent action. In this light we
cann see the history of Alia ag Albachir and his son Elledi gaining
importance.. Alia, in a sense, can be seen as repaying the Kel Adagh
honourr debt of colonial subjugation towards the French. The violation of his
bodyy damaged Alla's honour and through him that of his whole tewsit, the
Irayaken,, or even all the Kel Adagh. The goumiers who were involved in
Alla'ss killing then proceeded to insult Elledi by referring to his father's
decapitation,, implying they had the same fate in store for Elledi himself.
Elledii could do nothing else than to repay this double egha debt - the
shamee brought upon him and his father. After his arrest in 1964, when
askedd for his motives for rebellion Elledi answered -

VV became a rebei to avenge my father, killed by the French
administration,administration, and to personally avenge myself for what the se
agentsagents of the Ma Han security post at Bouressa kept repeating at me ~ that

Conversationn with S. Paris 09/01/1996.
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ifif I did not stay quiet I would be slain like my father had been. [... ] I have
butbut my personal motives cited above. '275

Alfellaga Alfellaga
Inn the preceding chapters, I have tried to show that the Kel Tamasheq in
generall and the Kel Adagh in particular, never wanted to be part of Mali in
thee first place. After independence came about, all they wanted was their
independencee from Mali and they were ready to fight for it. The ifulagen
madee this quite clear to the Malian Government. In October 1963, a
missionn of USRDA officials and tribal chiefs was sent to negotiate with the
rebels.. They met with the ifulagen at the wells of In-Tamake. After the
memberss of the mission had explained the grave error in revolting against
thee Malian state, the rebels replied yy

WeWe fight for our independence. We don't want any of this Mali. The
leadersleaders have no patience. They throw us in prison for no reason. There are
heavyheavy taxes and exaggerated customs duties. We are beaten and
enchainedenchained in front of our women and children. There also is the marriage
actact which does not conform to Muslim custom. We are against Mali
becausebecause all its institutions are anti-religious and against us. We want our
independence,independence, that is all we look for, but we cannot stay with Mali. We are
againstagainst all the principles of the Party and the Government.11*
Iff this message was conveyed by the rebels as it is presented here, it
surpassess a mere wish for independence from Mali. As I argued in chapter
I I I ,, the Kel Adagh knew more about Mali and its new regime than what is
generallyy thought. The first two years of independence had given the Kel
Adaghh a first glance at what might be expected from the new state. The
taxess and customs duties would hinder them in their cattle export to
Algeria,, which was the main lifeline of the Adagh. The newly instated
marriagee law, put into effect in February 1962, was apparently known and
disapprovedd of as being anti-Islamic, or at least against local customs. It is
unlikelyy that the ifulagen knew all about 'all the principles of the Party and
thee Government', but they had had a glimpse of it and it had been enough
too confirm the pre-existing ideas the Kel Adagh had of the new regime.
Thatt pre-existing stereotypes played their part as well becomes crystal
clearr from the way the reasons for the rebellion are summed up by
capturedd rebel Amouksou ag Azandeher -

Interrogatoiree du prisonnier rebelle Eladi ag Alia par le Capitaine Diby Silas Diarra,
Commandantt d'armes et du Cercle de Kidal, 13/03/1964. ACK. Statements made during
interrogationn are a source to be dealt with susplsciously. Often, torture was involved. According
too Michel Vallet, a former French colonial officer still serving in Southern Algeria during
Alfellaga,, commander Diby Si lias Diarra had been trained in torture techniques in the French
coloniall army while serving in Indo-China. The statements made might very well reflect what
hiss interrogators wanted to believe and hear.
2 7 66

Dicko, Proces verbal de compte rendu de mission, n.d. (+/- 30/10/1963). ACK.
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TheThe reasons are numerous, but the main ones are:
We, nomads of the white race, can neither conceive nor accept to
bebe commanded by blacks whom we always had as servants and
slaves. slaves.
We Ifoghas, do not accept or conceive of the equality between
racesraces and men Mali wants to impose on us, starting with taking
ourour imghad and beWah away from us.
We gain nothing from Malian independence, but heavy taxes and
customscustoms duties to pay.
The Malian Government thinks it is superior to our Chief Zeyd
andand does not listen to him.
The Malian gendarmerie mistreats us irrespective of whether they
areare wrong or right'.™

Thee rebellion seems not so much directed in favour of but rather
againstagainst something - Malian rule. As former rebel Bibi ag Ghassi later
analysedd his actions - We had no ideological concepts that comes with a
revolution.revolution. We were essentially motivated to save our identity and by th
wishwish to reconquer the independence the French had given to us and which
thethe Maiians had confiscated to their own benefit?*
But what did
independencee mean? Some hoped France would return to rule their
country.. The promise made in the 1950s with regards to the OCRS was not
forgotten.. By starting their armed conflict, the rebels hoped for French
interventionn on their behalf, which, of course, never materialised. Others
optedd for inclusion of the Adagh in Algeria, as had already been suggested
inn the last years of French rule by amenokal Attaher ag Illi. The trips to
Algeriaa made by his son Zeyd ag Attaher in 1961, and again in 1963, to
musterr Algerian support should be seen in this light as well.
Thee mere decision taken by a small number of men to start an armed
uprisingg should be seen in the light of their hope for support. From a
militaryy point of view, the armed uprising of a few dozen lightly armed
menn against a few thousand soldiers equiped with tanks, airplanes and
heavyy artillery could have amounted to suicide if it wasn't for the
advantagess the rebels had in their knowledge of the terrain and their
partisan-stylee tactics {infra). But the tactical advantages of the rebels
couldd never make up for their simple lack of men and means. A rebel
militaryy victory was out of the question. What then, was the strategic goal
off the armed rebellion?
Firstt of all, by waging war on the Malian state, the rebels manifested
theirr discontent with the regime towards that regime and towards the
population.. Undoubtedly, the rebels hoped for support from other Kel

Questionss posées par le Capitaine Diarra, Commandant la C.S.M, et Ie Cercle de Kidal, au
rebellee Amouksou ag Azandeher. Kidal, 04/10/1963. ACK.
2 7 88

Interview by Sidi Mohamed ag Zimrou with Bibi ag Ghassi, n.d., n.p. Courtesy of Georg
Klute. .
134 4

Tamasheqq groups, both in Mali and perhaps in Niger, as had been the case
duringg the massive Kel Tamasheq revolts against the French colonial forces
inn 1916 (in which the Kel Adagh had actually participated on the side of
thee French). But it seems that the rebels mainly hoped that Algeria state
andd France would come to their help. This becomes clear from the
statementss of captured rebel Amouksou ag Azandeher on the ways the
rebelss hoped to win their cause XIIIXIII - In what time schedule have you planned to win from Mali?
RR - There is no time limit, but we intend to fight to the day of our victory
oror to the day we are convinced that we have lost the cause.
XIVXIV - Are you not convinced that Mali is much stronger than you are?
RR - We are convinced of this as long as you have more arms than we have,
butbut we nevertheless believe that we can win one day.
XVXV - On who do you count to reach that goal? What do you expect exactly
fromfrom outside support?
RR - We count first and foremost on Algerian support, but also on France. As
forfor Algeria, its territory is our greatest support. We also expect arms from
Algeria,Algeria, as we do from the French. But we also expect Algeria to arbitrate
betweenbetween us and Mali when the moment comes'.279
Thee underlying strategy of the armed rebellion was not based on
expectationss of a military victory, but on a possible military or diplomatic
victoryy of Algeria and France on their behalf, once the fight and cause of
thee Kel Adagh had become known to the outside worid. Fighting a wellequipedd army with so few men and material only served the purpose of
fightingg itself, in hope for outside reinforcement. This support never
materialised.. The outside world remained unknowing of the Kel Adagh
strugglee or kept its knowledge hidden.
Off course, the rebels had gravely misjudged the workings of
internationall politics. Zeyd ag Attaher's diplomatical skills and political
experiencee did not surpass the regional setting of Northern Mali and
Southernn Algeria through the few contacts he had had with the Algerian
FLNN and French administrative personnel. From a Kel Tamasheq
perspective,, where personal contacts in politics are of the highest
importance,, his judgment of the situation and his chances on support
mightt have been over-optimistic and extremely naïve, but not altogether
incomprehensible.. But in the world of international politics, his
expectationss made no sense at all. Algerian-Malian relations were
characterisedd by the closests of friendships. France was still contemplating
itss defeat in the Algerian liberation war and could hardly be asked to risk
itss nuclear test bases, their last and very important interests in Southern
Algeria,, in favour of its old but now useless ally. Therefore, the rebels
stayedd alone in their fight.

Questionss posées par le Capitaine Diarra, Commandant la C.S.M, et le Cercle de Kidal, au
rebellee Amouksou ag Azandeher. Kidal, 04/10/1963. ACK.
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Menn and material
Ass we have seen in previous chapters, some groups of men had fiercely
resistedd the incorporation of the Kel Tamasheq in Mali since the 1950s.
Somee of these men, joined by others, actively prepared for revolt against
thee Malian state between 1961 and 1963. The deposed amenokai'Zeyd ag
Attaherr had gathered a group of men who shared his idea that the
Tamasheqq country in general and the Adagh in particular should not form
partt of Mali. Zeyd was in close contact with Amegha ag Sherif, one of the
veryy few Kel Adagh who had attended French schools. His education
completed,, Amegha engaged himself in the struggle for Tamasheq
independence,, which made him suspect of subversive activity. He was
arrestedd and released shortly after in 1960. He then went to Algeria where
hee found a job at the French nuclear base at Takormiasse in 1962. He
managedd to bring in other Kel Adagh employees at the base. In return, the
employedd Kel Adagh gave part of their wages to Amegha which he used to
buyy weapons in Tamanrasset for the future revolt.280
Zeyd'ss group was not limited to the Kel Adagh. Contact was kept with
Mohamedd AN ag Attaher Insar, who encouraged and supported Zeyd's
plans.. In Zeyd's following were also Younes and Ilyas ag Ayyouba, the sons
off the very wealthy Ayyouba ag Mohamed Adargajouj, the chief of the
Daoussahak,, a tribe living in the Tamesna who are not part of the Kel
Adagh.. With their help and money, Zeyd bought about thirty rifles in the
Tamanrassett area from a Frenchman working there.281 The rifles were
hiddenn until the start of the revolt.
Sidii Alamine ag Cheick, a former goumier, and his brother Issouf ag
Cheick,, were at the head of a second group. In January 1963, Issouf broke
intoo an arms depot in Timbuktu and took some guns, ammunition and
battlee costumes destined for the future uprising.282 With this material the
twoo brothers fled to Algeria, where they joined the others at the French
nuclearr base at Takormiasse.283 In January 1963 this group of men decided
too start an armed revolt, although no date was set. A second reunion was
heldd in the Adagh at Tidjim in June 1963.284 Elledi ag Alia, who had by then
takenn his revenge on the goumier Ahiyaya ag Ouarzeza described at the
startt of this chapter, knew about Zeyd's presence at Tidjim and joined him
there.. After he had explained his action to those assembled, it was decided
thatt this was a good moment to start the rebellion.
Thee initial group of about ten men around Zeyd ag Attaher grew
rapidly.. Still, the number of ifulagen was never high. From all data at my

Intervieww with Amegha ag Sherif. Bamako, 10/02/1998.
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disposal,, I could calculate that, at most, 250 men were involved during the
rebellion.. However, the number of ifulagen at any precise point during the
rebellionn must have been lower. These men lacked sufficient material to
fightt the Malian forces. Mounted on camels in their flowing indigo robes
andd armed mostly with outdated rifles they are easy to depict as a
hopelesss band of warriors of old. However, this picture is besides the truth.
Manyy of the warriors were not dressed in flowing indigo robes, but in
greenn battle dress. I wondered why the ifulagen spent their resources on
obtainingg these outfits. An explanation would be that wearing battle dress
exemplifiedd the movement's concern to present themselves as a liberation
army.. To most Kel Tamasheq, dress is a highly valorised means of
expression.. Dress should reflect presumed (or desired) status. If the Kel
Adaghh fighters wanted to present themselves as the rightful army of
Tamasheqq independence, they had to dress accordingly. Therefore, in
keepingg with this idea, they adopted a new dress code for combat. Another
explanationn for wearing French battle dress might have been to make the
Maliann army think the country was being invaded by French troops, or that
att least French troops were supporting the Kel Adagh. Whether this was
theirr intention or not, not surprisingly the Malian officers were quick to
believee the French were indeed involved VV have been informed that these fellagas are directed by French units
includingincluding ClauzelJean and a certain Bretodeau [Bretaudeau], who formerly
servedserved in Timbuktu, Gao and Menaka and who was responsible for Muslim
affairsaffairs in colonial times'?**
Camelss were the only available means of transport all fighters could
use.. However, they are also highly effective in the Adagh. Part of the
Adaghh surface is covered with boulder formations or small but sharply
brokenn stones. These terrains can be crossed by camel, but not by cars.
Thee Malian motorised forces were only effective in open terrain and wadis.
Ass for arms, they were easily and cheaply obtained in Algeria where a
livelyy smuggling of light arms existed ever since colonial times. In the
1940s,, 1950s and early 1960s the most obtainable fire arms were
'Mausers'' and 'Bouceta's', German and Italian repeating rifles of WWII
stocks,, and French MAS-36 rifles. By acquiring these cheap and known
arms,, more men could be armed than if more expensive and harder to
handlee modern rifles were bought. Nevertheless, the ifulagen were equiped
withh some more advanced weapons. Mohamed Ali ag Attaher Insar had
managedd to ship a small amount of material from Morocco to the rebels in
Algeria,, consisting of thirty battle dresses, five Egyptian automatic rifles
andd ammunition.286
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Supportt and defiance
Thee large scale official Algerian and French support the rebels hoped for
neverr materialised, but they did receive some support from these two
countries.. Algerian support was unofficial and given on the initiative of
locall Algerian commanders who lacked the means to halt rebel incursion in
Algeriaa anyway. The rebels were therefore allowed to dwell in Algeria, and
inn some instances ifulagen had their wounds treated in Algerian
infirmaries.. The rebels were allowed to stay at the French nuclear base at
Takormiasse,, where they had pitched a tent to store their supplies. They
receivedd marginal help from the French employees, who sold or gave them
ammunition,, medication, battle gear and a few privately owned arms. The
Frenchh doctor present at the base treated some of the wounded.287 But it
seemss that most material had to be bought on the local markets,
especiallyy arms. Evidence of official French or Algerian support is lacking.
Ass for internal support, the reaction of the Kel Adagh was not
unanimouslyy favourable to revolt. As we have seen in the previous chapter,
thee death of amenokalAttaher ag UN had caused a split within the Ifoghas
tribee over his succession, which was linked to the pretenders view on Mali.
Althoughh the supporters of Zeyd seem to have been in the majority, a
numberr of Ifoghas supported Intalla. Since Attaher ag Illi had been the
amenokalamenokal of all the Kel Adagh, other tribes were involved in the dispute
overr his succession as well. The split among the Ifoghas on this issue
continuedd throughout the revolt 11

There are two groups of Ifoghas: Those who are loyal to Zeyd and
thosethose who are loyal to Intalla. To us, who are loyal to Zeyd, Intalla is
reprehensiblereprehensible and we formally condemn his position since he does
followfollow us. We regret that our tribe is divided into two equal groups
betweenbetween Zeyd and Intalla. In fact, we have seen that all the Ifoghas
fractionsfractions of the South and West follow Intalla while those of the North and
EastEast follow Zeyd.288
Intallaa was not the only tribal chief who was loyal to the Malian
Government.. The tribal chiefs were employed to make contact with the
rebelss and to persuade them to surrender. In October 1963, Intalla, in the
companyy of Bissaada ag Khakad, chief of the Idnan, Hamzata ag
Alkassoumm chief of the Kel Telabit and Baye ag Atikbel chief of the
Telguetrat,, were sent on such a mission. Another chief, Kola ag Saghid of
thee Irayakan, performed similar missions. The actions of these men should
bee seen in the light of their double-bound position as intermediaries
betweenn state and society. It is not at all said that they approved of the
actionss of either side. Both the rebellion and the repressive counter actions
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off the army went against their interests, which was a peaceful continuation
off existence under any rule. The violence also stirred their feelings as men
andd Kel Adagh. Many of the rebels were their close relatives, as were the
victimss of repression. Thé same double-bind as Kel Adagh/Kel Tamasheq
andd servants of the administration goes for the goumiers who were
employedd to fight the ifulagen, and thus forced to shoot at their own kin.
Thee chiefs were highly mistrusted by the ifulagen. After all, they were
servantss of the Malian Government. One of the first victims of the rebellion
onn the 'Malian' side was Enawnaw, the chief of the Irreguenaten who was
shott by Elledi ag Alia for collaborating with the Malian army. But they were
alsoo mistrusted by the Malian army. They were thus under double threat
whenn they contacted rebels, even if this was by order of the Malian
officers.289 9
Wheneverr they could, the ifulagen took material from the Malian army.
Butt as the revolt continued, more and more camels were taken from the
Kell Adagh themselves. The principal victims of these raids on livestock
weree goumiers and tribal chiefs. With the continuation of the revolt
however,, other people suffered losses in animals by rebel raids as well.
Manyy Kel Adagh contributed means to the rebellion in the form of food,
animalss or cloth. Not only necessarily because they were in favour of the
rebellion,, but also to avoid being raided by the rebels. Of course, genuine
voluntaryy contributions were also made.
Thee rebels' actions towards the population will not have enhanced their
popularity.. As former rebel Bibi ag Ghassi put it - 'the rest of the
populationpopulation had sided with the authorities and considered us a bunch of
thieves'™thieves'™ A raid on civilian camel herds led by Elledi ag Alia in February
19644 failed since its owners collectively managed to chase the ifulagen
away.2911 Although many joined the rebels in Algeria or in Mali because of
armyy repression, one cannot uphold that this was always done with
enthusiasm.. Many were simply left without a choice.
Anotherr issue is the lack of support for the revolt outside the Adagh.
Pierree Boilley has explained why the revolt was limited to within the Adagh
fromm a geographical and historical perspective.292 The position of the Adagh
nearr the Algerian border permitted the ifulagen to retreat into Algeria after
attacks.. The mountainous landscape of the Adagh gives a second
explanation.. The ridges and boulders in the Adagh made pursuit of the
ifulagenifulagen by the motorised army units difficult. In the more flat and sandy
areaa of the Azawad this advantage was lost. But both explanations do not
accountt for the lack of other Kel Tamasheq warriors coming to the Adagh
too join the rebellion in the Adagh itself. Boilley explains the non-
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participationn of other groups as a result of their memory of military defeat
inn the period of colonial conquest. Indeed, this explanation is still given
todayy by the Ouillimiden for their non-participation in both post-colonial
revolts. .
However,, some Kel Tamasheq from outside the Adagh had joined the
ifulagen.ifulagen. Younes and Ilyas ag Ayyouba were Daoussahak, a group which
hadd never been part of the Kel Adagh. One of the main political leaders
wass Mohamed AM ag Attaher Insar, former amenokai of the Kel Intessar.
Somee of his men did most likely join the ifulagen. Besides these leading
persons,, a number of others had joined the ifulagen from Bourem,
Ansongoo and the Menaka areas.293 We cannot estimate the total number of
peoplee from outside the Adagh who participated in the revolt, but they
weree most likely a minority within the movement. Nevertheless, they were
there. .
Organisation n
Thee ifulagen were organised into several units, fluctuating in size
betweenn twenty and thirty men, and shifting in leadership depending on
thee occasion. Often, only half the unit consisted of fighters. The other
members,, unarmed and in civilian dress, served as scouts who contacted
peoplee for news on army movements. As the rebellion progressed, new
groupss of men rallied collectively under the leadership of one of their own
andd operated as a new unit. Sometimes units merged to direct a general
attackk on an army post or column.
Thee ifulagen had divided the Adagh into three zones of operation from
Northh to South, but this division into zones was not taken too strictly. In
eachh zone, around thirty men were active. The first zone consisted of the
Timetrine,, a more plain-like area west of the actual Adagh mountains.
Operationss in this zone were generally led by the brothers Sidi Alamine
andd Issouf ag Cheick. The second zone went from Mount Tigharghar and
Mountt Doriet to Bouressa and southward to Kidal. Here, operations were
ledd by Elledi ag Alia and Ikhlou Saloum. The third zone extended from
Mountt Ouzzein southwards, where operations were led by Azzezen ag Iksa
andd Mohamed ag Amane.294
Thee division into zones and units and the assumed leadership in each
zone,, is striking. It is logical that units were led by those who were most
familiarr with the area and that other unit members should be familiar with
thee terrain as well, but it seems unit composition was partly organised
accordingg to tewsit affiliation.295 The area between Mount Tigharghar and
Mountt Doriet, Bouressa and Mount Ouzzein is where most Irayakan live.
Elledii ag Alia and Ikhlou Saloum, both Irayaken, led operations during
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AlfeilagaAlfeilaga in this zone. Azzezen ag Iksa, a Telgetghat, led operations in the
Ouzzeinn area, but he did so together with Mohamed ag Amane, an Arayak.
Thee Timetrine is an area generally inhabited by the Idnan, the tewsit to
whichh belong Sidi Alamine and Issouf ag Cheick who led operations in this
area.. The group around Sidi Alamine and Issouf ag Cheick operating in the
Timetrinee was significantly smaller than the groups around Elledi ag Alia
andd Azzezen ag Iksa, fifteen men at most. A second explanation for the
smallerr amount of operations in the Timetrine is the nature of the area.
Thee Timetrine is more easily accessible by motorised vehicles than the
mountainn areas of the Adagh, which are therefore more dangerous.
Subsequently,, most clashes took place in the other zones and not in the
Timetrine. .
Operationss were planned at the rebel base at Takormiasse in Algeria.
Mostt planned attacks consisted of raids on camel herds or fixed army
posts.. Units were composed, mounts, arms and ammunition were
distributed,, and routes to take to Mali and back to Algeria were discussed.
Thee road to take depended on information, on the presence of Malian
forcess (to attack or to avoid), and the situation at the wells the ifulagen
usedd to take in water. The units mostly travelled by night, spending the
dayy in hiding while scouts were sent out to gather information. Ambushes
onn encountered army columns were decided upon on the spot. It was a
generall tactic to only attack small forces disadvantaged by the terrain.
Whenn a rebel was captured, the planned operation was cancelled in fear of
thee captured rebel disclosing the plan of attack. Operations in Mali were
keptt as short as possible, followed by retreat into Algeria where the rebels
weree safe from the Malian forces.296

Aqqa,Aqqa, or the rules of conflict
Interlude,, the Malian army
Thee basic unit of the Malian army was the Compagnie de Commandos
AutonomesAutonomes - CCA.297 Each CCA consisted of one command section, four
commandoo units of about sixty men each, an artillery unit, about forty
vehicless and five armoured cars. In all, ten CCA's were created. These
unitss formed the core of the Malian Armed Forces, complemented with a
separatee tank squadron, an airborne squadron, and several paramilitary
organisations.. The former colonial military goum units of Timbuktu and the
Adaghh were transformed into the Groupes Nomade d'Intervention de la
GendarmerieGendarmerie - GNIG - of around fifty men. In May 1963, the 8th and 10th
CCAA were stationed in the Adagh, together with the GNIG14 under
Lieutenantt Mohamed 'Zulbeyba' ag Elhadi. Thus, at the start of the
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rebellion,, two CCA's and the GNIG14 were stationed in the Adagh, around
6500 men in all.
I nn t h e first months of the rebellion, only the GNIG14 and the local
goumgoum forces were employed against the rebels. By August 1963, it was
clearr that the goum forces could not suppress the rebellion. Therefore, the
8thh CCA was employed as well. Shortly after, the 10th CCA became active.
Soon,, forces employed in the Adagh were on the increase.
Byy the end of September 1963, three units from the 1st CCA stationed
att Segu were in the Adagh as well. Two new units were created especially
forr service in the Adagh - an artillery unit and the Commando Saharien
MotoriséMotorisé - CSM, under the command of Captain Diby Sillas Diarra. The
CSMM consisted of about four hundred men. I t had more vehicles at its
disposall than the average CCA, and five armoured cars.
Inn October 1963, the 2nd, 3rd and 6th CCA were sent up North as well.
Twoo airplanes were sent t o Kidal to evacuate troops and wounded men to
Gao.. Thus, in October 1963, an average of 2,200 men, 35 armoured cars,
22 airplanes and an assorted number of heavy arms were fighting rebel
forcess numbering about 200 men at most.
Byy March 1964, the amount of troops and material deployed in the
Adaghh had dropped. The 1st, 3rd and 8th CCA were retreated, but the 2nd
andd 6th CCA and the CSM were strongly reinforced with another twenty
armouredd cars from the Bamako based tank squadron. In all, army
presencee in the Adagh still amounted to about 1,500 men, 40 armoured
carss and around 160 vehicles (trucks, jeeps, fuel trucks, et cetera). To
keepp men and material rolling, 200,000 litres of fuel and food for a 1,000
menn for 3 months were shipped to Kidal as well.
T a b l ee 5: Number of Malian forces employed in the Adagh during Alfellaga
Date e

Units s

Men n

Vehicles s

Combat t
vehicles s

Mayy 1963

CCA88 / CCA10 / GNIG14

650 0

80 0

10 0

Sept.. 1963

33 units CCA1 / CCA8 /
CCA100 / GNIG14 / CSM /
Artillery y

1,230 0

180 0

20 0

Oct.. 1963

CCA11 / CCA2 / CCA3 /
CCA66 / CCA8 / CCA10 /
GNIG144 / CSM / Artillery
unit t

2,200 0

300 0

35 5
airplanes s

Marchh 1964

CCA22 / CCA6 / CCA10 /
GNIG144 / CSM / Tanks
batallion// Artillery unit

1,500 0

160 0

40 0
airplane e

Source::
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Raids,, skirmishes and ambushes
Thee (relatively) enormous amount of men and material employed by
thee Malian armed forces could not bring the rebellion to an end. First of all,
carss were highly ineffective in large parts of the Adagh. Most of the Adagh
consistss of very rough terrain, sharp rocks and boulders and sudden steep
climbs.. The rough terrain demobilised the vehicles, which were under
constantt repair and spare parts were lacking. Logistical problems in the
transportt of water for the troops and fuel for the vehicles further
hamperedd the mobility and effectiveness of the Malian army.
Thee Adagh consists of a number of important mountain ranges
separatedd by wadis and valleys. Most clashes took place in three of these
mountainss - Mount Tigharghar, Mount Doriet to the west of Mount
Tigharghar,, and Mount Ouzzein. This landscape is ideal for ambush tactics.
Itt is especially advantageous when fighting motorised forces. The relatively
flatt and sandy wadis are the only suitable terrain for cars which had great
troublee on the stony surface of these mountains. The wadis are generally
closedd in by boulder formations, sand dunes or low, but steep mountains.
Thee Malian army's largest weapon was basically an armoured personnel
carrierr equipped with heavy machine guns, but with an open top. It was
nott difficult for the ifulagen to shoot at the soldiers inside from their high
groundd position.
Thee ifulagen did not suffer from the disadvantages of motorised
vehicles.. Their camels had far less difficulty with the stony surface of the
Adagh.. After attack, the camel mounted ifulagen could easily retreat over
thee rocks into the mountains where the heavy armoured cars, truck and
jeepss were unable to follow them. Lack of water and fuel supplies did not
hamperr them in retreat the way it hampered the Malian army. Of course,
thiss advantage was lost when the rebels had to fight the equally camelmountedd goum forces. In fact, the only unit the rebels feared, was the
GNIGG 14 - the goum unit, mounted on camels and armed with the same
MAS-366 rifles the ifulagen used.
Thee attacks of the ifulagen against the Malian forces were therefore
mostlyy directed against the camel herds of the goum forces to deprive
themm of their means of combat and pursuit. In August 1963, a group of
aboutt fifty ifulagen under Sidi Alamine ag Cheick and Ikhlou Saloum raided
thee goum camels at Bouressa, capturing 25 animals.298 A second and third
raidd at the goum herds of Kidal led by Sidi Alamine and near Tin-Zaouaten
ledd by Elledi ag Alia were just as successful.299 As well as raiding the goum
herds,, the rebels also ambushed army patrols.
Thee rebel ambushes did not take the form of *hit and run' actions.300
Rather,, series of protracted skirmishes, retreats and pursuits took place.
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Betweenn 17 and 19 September 1963, a prolonged skirmish took place
aroundd the wells at Arli and Djourmel in the wadi Ouzzein at the edge of
Mountt Ouzzein. The rebels managed to cause serious damage to the army.
Tenn wounded soldiers had to be evacuated by airplane to Gao. A second
skirmishh took place at Arli at the end of September; again the Malian
forcess counted three wounded. But the most important result of this
encounterr was the defection of nineteen goumiers to the rebel side, taking
theirr mounts, personal arms and a heavy machine gun (which they knew
howw to operate) with them. On 11 October 1963, a fight took place at the
westt side of Mount Tigharghar. The rebels were pursued and retreated to
Mountt Doriet where the cycle of skirmishes and retreats was continued
untill t h e pursuing Malian units had t o give up for lack of water. I n
Novemberr 1963 a similar skirmish took place at the wadi Taghlit, which is
surroundedd by mountains at two sides. Here, the ifulagen managed to
destroyy an armoured car. One soldier was killed and five more were
wounded. .
Rebell attacks intensified at the start of 1964. On 18 January 1964, a
groupp of ifulagen attacked the village of Tessalit. They were guided by
Najimm ag Sidi, a goumierwho
had served at the post. Since the army had
accusedd him of being a rebel accomplice, he had defected and joined the
rebels.. The raid was very successful. Attacking at night, the rebels
managedd t o break into the Tessalit arsenal, taking with them fifty arms,
t w e n t yy of which were modern Czech repeating rifles. With this new
equipmentt a total of about eighty ifulagen, divided into five units were
activee in the Adagh throughout that month. On 29 January 1964, this
groupp staged a well-prepared ambush at the Tin-Tedjnouten Pass, which is
noww seen as the rebels finest moment. The fight ended with the death of
thee commanding officer of the army unit involved, Lieutenant Konimba.
Aboutt fifty rebels took part. Makhamad wan Daghada recounts that day '' We arrived late in the afternoon. Our chiefs, Sidi Aiamine and Magdi,
calledcalled us and Sidi Aiamine told us, El Khader and me, that he thought we
hadhad better wait [for the army] in the canyon and dig a ditch. He explained
thatthat if we dug a hole and covered it up as a trap, any vehicle falling into it
wouldwould overturn. Once this was done, we should wait attentively and in the
eventevent of an alert we should retreat, in different groups, behind the hills.
[..]] If there were many vehicles, we should let the first one pass since the
menmen looked like the ground [were hidden] and the enemy could not
suspectsuspect anything. Magdi, who died in this ambush (and who is the father of
and
BachirBachir who you probably know), called us, El Khader, Aghmadou
myself,myself, to ask us to go to the opposite hill to dig trenches. That's all. We
wentwent to the hill where we stayed until the morning. [...] We spent the
nightnight there and during afternoon prayers, Atiyoub served as Imam. After
prayers,prayers,
someone ventured it was Atiyoub who withheld the [army]
vehiclesvehicles from arriving. Everyone asked Atiyoub to do something to make
thethe vehicles come. Atiyoub stood up from where he was praying, turned to
thethe group and said to them: "Is that all you want"? He wore a burnous
whichwhich he started to flap around. Immediately someone said he heard the
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soundsound of a motor. The opinions on this were divided until everyone saw a
dustdust cloud. We directly dispersed and when the vehicles arrived, some of
usus were on the hills and others were in the canyons. The first vehicles that
arrivedarrived were a Zil [truck] transporting soldiers, a Land Rover and a tank.
TheThe vehicles followed each other, the Land Rover first, the tank after it and
thethe Zil brought up the rear. El Khader and me, we hid behind the rocks.
WeWe immediately opened fire and the tank, which was hit, had turned
around.around. [...] When the tank was hit and turned around, many of us said to
ourselvesourselves that it was returning to Kidal, while really it had retreated to join
thethe Zil which was following. It took a good number of soldiers from the Zil
onon board while the rest had to march towards our positions. Like a cow
fromfrom which one tries to take away its calf, the furious tank attacked us.
TheThe sustained fire of our fighters seemed to have no effect. The tank fired
untiluntil it killed two of our men. We were greatly upset by this loss. I stood
upup to observe the tank at close hand and Inkatouf signalled to me that I
shouldshould hide from the tank's fire. Looking from above, I saw the heads of
thethe soldiers lined up like melons inside the tank, which was not closed.
SinceSince the tank was open, its occupants were well-visible. I aimed my rifle
andand I took two down. One of the tank soldiers immediately shouted to his
chiefchief and the tank withdrew and stayed immobile until the evening. [...]
ThatThat day, I had a Mauser of qualityF.301
Makhamadd wan Dag ha da's account exemplifies some Tamasheq
conceptss on war and masculinity - ruse, patience, trust in God and bravery
inn fight. He explains with great detail how the ifulagen set up a wellpreparedd trap for the Malian army. A ditch to immobilise the vehicles was
dugg and covered and trenches were dug to hide the fighters from vision.
Thee trenches are not explained as a means of protection, but as a way to
luree the army into advance without suspicion. Then they sat in wait for the
army.. When it arrived, the fighters had to withhold fire until the first
vehiclee had passed. Before the fight, after normal prayers, the men
invokedd God's help in the fight to come. In fact, they longed for combat
andd invoked divine assistance to make the enemy appear. At that moment,
thee army arrived and was subsequently defeated. In this way, Makhamad
showss that trust in God will be rewarded. Combat is engaged and at this
pointt ruse is abandoned for bravery. Makhamad gets up from his trench,
despitee heavy enemy fire and the warnings of his comrade, and thus
managess to kill two enemies. These four concepts are most important
whenn actual combat is engaged. However, in how to wage war and on
whom,, other concepts and rules are involved.
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W a r ,, h o n o u r a n d codes o f c o n d u c t
Likee everywhere else, warfare is controlled and regulated in Tamasheq
society.. The regulating principles however, are of a different nature than in
mostt European approaches. Warfare is not about territorial conquest, but
aboutt people, material and honour, with the latter forming the main
classifyingg principle. A first form of warfare is aqqa, which Hélène ClaudotHawadd translates as a 'countering movement' or 'counter attack'. 302 Aqqa
iss a raid intended to avenge an attack on the honour of the group received
byy one or more of its members. I t is thus the way in which egha is acted
out.. But aqqa is regulated through rather strict rules, the breaking of
whichh does not lead t o repaying egha, but in further staining one's honour
oneself. .
Ass we have seen above, only those who are on equal footing can stain
honourr and can therefore be subject to an aqqa counter attack. This
excludess women, children, slaves and craftsmen. Religious groups should
alsoo be excluded from an aqqa attack. The principal object of an aqqa
attackk is not t o kill victims, but rather t o capture the attacked group's
herdss and possibly its slaves (which could be captured but not killed and
whoo were often released for ransom afterwards). The raid is most
successfull if the attackers can capture their bounty without a fight, but if
combatt is engaged, then only the enemy's able-bodied warriors should be
involved.. 'Civilians' (women, children, religious personae and craftsmen)
shouldd be left unharmed.
AA second form of warfare is called tewet. More or less the same rules as
inn aqqa are applied, with two main differences - an aqqa attack should be
announcedd t o the adversary while a tewet attack should not, and the main
aimm of a tewet attack is not to restore or gain honour, but to acquire
booty.. A third form of warfare is akafal, which has been described as
'barbarismm against barbarism' by both Claudot-Hawad and Berge. While
aqqaaqqa and tewet attacks are only carried out against people seen as on an
equall footing with the attackers and is bound to certain rules and goals,
akafalakafal is war against outsiders who are not seen as on equal footing. In
akafalakafal there are no rules, honour is not at stake, only defence and booty.
Thee ifulagen tried to apply concepts of honourable conduct in warfare.
Non-combatantss should not be harmed in the fighting itself and a minimum
off civil behaviour and warrior conduct was still expected from the Malian
forces,, as becomes clear from the following account by Mohamed wan
Daghada. .
'Interviewer:: You, who have experienced the conflict of 1963, does the
presentpresent one [the 1990 rebellion] remind you of it? Are things better at
presentpresent in your opinion?
Makhamadd wan Daghada: They are two different wars which do not
resembleresemble each other at all. The first conflict, which was ours, was played
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outout in broad daylight [...] As soon as they brought me the news [of a
skirmishh near a camp], we took to the road, at night, and we travelled all
nightnight to arrive. In the early morning, we were joined by other groups; that
ofof Elledi, that of Azzezen, and that of Didari wan Ibelouten. I told the
groupgroup that the soldiers were very close to the camps and in those
conditionsconditions we could not attack them. The others replied they agreed an
thatthat we should warn the soldiers. I went to look for two women, Badaweise
andand her little sister Tichya - the mother of this young man - whom I asked
toto go and warn the soldiers. I told the women to go and tell them there
waswas a group of men with bad intentions and that they should leave.
BadaweiseBadaweise went to see them and she called aside a gou mier of the Idn
tribetribe who is called Mohamed wan Kharam Kharam, to whom she said:
"Today,"Today, I have seen a group of men who do not belong to you and who are
scary".scary". The gou mier asked her who they were and the women replied that
itit was a large group from which she knew no one and which prepared for
attack.attack. The gou mier asked: "What are we going to do... Should we run
away'7away'7 The women replied that no, they should not flee. While Mohamed thethe father of this young man - and myself took positions, surrounding the
enemy,enemy, one of ours, Ikhlou Saloum opened fire and the fight started
immediately.immediately. The firing had alerted the people in the camp who
CombatCombat went on until the destruction of one of the vehicles of the enemy.
TheyThey had wounded men too, which forced them to fight in retreat?07,

Makhamadd wan Daghada makes dear that his war does not resemble
thee second rebellion at all. His war was fought in broad daylight in open
combatt (apparently in contrast to the behaviour of the new generation of
fighters),, and after announcement. He makes clear that he and his fellow
ifulagenifulagen made sure no civilians fell victim in the fight if they could help it.
Theyy would not fight the Malian army in the vicinity of camps. Thus, he
firstt went to the camp to warn the inhabitants and then had a message
sentt to the Malians soldiers to invite them for combat elsewhere. This
messagee was passed through the intermediary of a woman to whom, the
ifulagenifulagen trusted, no harm would be done. Only then the ifulagen engaged
inn combat, leaving time for the civilians to bring themselves in safety.
Inn the first months of the conflict, the main aims of attack also followed
thee rules of aqqa and tewet. The ifulagen primarily raided the camel herds
off the goum units of Kidal and the GNIG14, probably without
announcementt and with the aim to loot which made them tewet attacks. A
firstt successful raid was held around Bouressa.304 A second raid was held at
Farar,, near Kidal, where the ifulagen captured forty camels of the Kidal
gourn.gourn.305305 Many more raids would follow. The raids had a tactical value. No
onlyy did they provide means for the ifulagen themselves - well-trained
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mountss for their fighters and livestock to be exchanged for weapons - it
alsoo deprived their adversaries of their means of warfare. But the raids on
thee gourrfs camels also adhered to the rules of aqqa - they were intended
too restore honour.
Ass we have seen above, the sole objective of Elledi ag Alia in his action
startingg the revolt was to restore the honour of his family. He wanted to
erasee his honour debt with the goumiers, who had dishonoured his father.
Otherr ifulagen too had their honour at stake in the events around Alia ag
Albachir.. Ikhlou Saloum had been part of Alla's band for a while before
becomingg a goumier himself. Since the goumiers were able-bodied
warriorss par excellence, and on an equal footing with the ifulagen as free
men,, they were legitimate targets for aqqa. Hence, the raids on their
animalss was also in revenge {egha) for the stained honour of Elledi and
Ikhlouu Saloum (and many others) in the mutilation of Alia ag Albachir's
bodyy by the goumiers.
Individuall goumiers were raided for their own animals as well. Still, the
valuess of honourable warfare were upheld. In November 1963, a group of
ifulagenifulagen attacked the camp of a certain Akly, which lodged the goumier
Sidarmorr ould Mini. At first, the ifulagen wanted to kill Sidarmor, but after
thee intervention of Akly and his wife they spared his life and only took his
arms,, clothes (in humiliation) and camels. The leader of the group then
toldd Sidarmor '' We wanted to make you suffer the same ordeals to which our people
areare victim. We will not give you back this gun, which would be employed
againstagainst us. You say you want peace, we don't want it [...] We have no
fear.fear. Day and night we will be everywhere. We have no need to hide
ourselvesourselves and don't you think we will not come back. Even if you go to the
riverriver we will follow you there?*
Thee language used is one of honour and bravery. The ifulagen insist
thatt they fight in the open and will continue doing so. Instead of killing the
adversary,, his life is spared, and he is left in humiliation to get the
messagee across. The ifulagen 'invite' the goum to battle in the open - they
havee no reason to hide - and will find their adversaries wherever they go.
Thee fight is between equals, who are dealt with as such.
Untill August 1963, only the goum and the GNIG14 pursued the rebels.
Thus,, only attacks on valid adversaries were made by the ifulagen.
However,, by August 1963 it was clear to the Malian Government that the
goumgoum and the GNIG14 alone could not end the rebellion. Therefore the
'regularr forces' of the Malian army were sent in. All parties involved until
thatt moment, the ifulagen, the goumiers and the Kel Adagh in general
weree quick to learn that the new adversary would not fight by the rules.
Womenn and religious persons were arrested or killed, and so were men

Rapportt du goumier Sidarmor ould Mini. Tessalit, 30/11/1963. ACK.
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whoo had not participated in combat. Wells were poisoned and cattle were
killed. .
Itt therefore comes as no surprise that many goumiers deserted the
Maliann forces to join the ifulagen. One of the first to do so was Azzezen ag
Iksa.. Having first fought against the ifulagen he would become one of their
mainn military leaders and the last to surrender his arms.307 At the end of
Septemberr 1963, after (or during) a battle between the rebels and the
armyy at the wells of Arli in the wadi Ouzzein, a group of nineteen goumiers
defectedd to the rebels.308 The methods applied by the Malian army went
againstt their ethics as warriors and their feelings of belonging to the Kel
Adagh.. After all, the people under attack were 'their people' and the
peoplee who attacked them were not. Moreover, the Malian army attacked
thee wrong people - the civilians instead of the warriors. That the southern
Maliann officers had no high opinion of their effectiveness will not have
helpedd to sustain their loyalty either, in contrast with the ifulagen who
kneww with whom they were dealing. Concepts of egha and subsequent
aqqaaqqa 'counter attacks' do not exclude feelings of respect or tewsit
affiliation. .
Withh the change in tactics by the Malian forces, the tactics of the
ifulagenifulagen altered similarly. The camel herds of the goum forces were no
longerr the sole focus of raids. The tribal chiefs, who were used by the
administrationn to talk the rebels into surrender, were raided as well. Above
all,, even the herds of the 'civilian' population in and outside the Adagh
weree now targeted. The indignation of the fighters about the atrocities of
thee army on one hand and their own 'plundering' on the other hand seem
too be in striking contradiction. But by that stage, the Malian forces had
clearlyy left the code of conduct of 'civilised warfare' as it was known in the
Adagh.. The concept of aqqa was no longer valid. The later attacks on all
andd sundry by the rebels ascribe to what in Tamasheq is called akafal 'barbarismm against barbarism'.309 On one hand, akafal means war against
non-Kell Tamasheq, which this clearly was. In these wars, honour was not
att stake and could therefore not be damaged by one's own actions.
Therefore,, no pardon or rule was necessary. On the other hand, akafal is
thee lawlessness imposed by barbarism. In a war were the adversary is not
Kell Tamasheq, whichdoes not know the internal martial code of conduct
andd behaves accordingly brutal, one has no other option than to react
similarlyy in order to survive.

Afterr the end of the rebellion, Azzezen ag Iksa stayed in Algeria. In January 1971, he
returnedd to Mali where he symbolically surrendered his gun. He was sent to Bamako where he
wass released under the National Reconciliation Act proclaimed by Moussa Traoré at an unknown
date. .
3088
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Diby'ss oven, repression
T h ee u n s a n c t l t y o f b o r d e r s
Afterr operations in Mali, the ifulagen retreated into Algeria. If they had
raidedd camels, they needed to get them to Algeria to sell them. The
ifulagenifulagen stocked their supplies in Algeria as well, at the French base at
Takormiasse.. A unit only took enough material with t h e m for a short time
andd had to return to equip itself. A last but certainly not the least reason
forr retreat into Algeria, was that they were relatively safe there from the
pursuingg Malian army. This changed considerably when the Malian forces
obtainedd the right t o pursue the rebels, or whoever was perceived as such,
onn Algerian territory. When and how exactly is still not dear, but between
Novemberr 1963 and February 1964 Mali and Algeria concluded an
agreementt according the Malian army the right t o pursue the rebels in
Algeriaa as far as necessary. 310
Thee Malian right of pursuit in Algeria proved to be dramatic. First of all,
itt made clear to the rebels that their strategy, starting the conflict in the
hopee that Algeria would come to their aid, would not work out. Second, the
mainn tactic of the rebels, retreat into safety behind the Algerian border,
wass now seriously undermined. Third, not only the rebels suffered under
thee Malian incursions. The Kel Adagh who had fled t o Algeria to escape the
violentt reaction of the Malian fores, were confronted with the Malian forces
ass well, who considered the refugees as rebel accomplices.
Inn February 1964, the Malian army first pursued rebels in Southern
Algeria.. On 15 February 1964, a group of ifulagen engaged the Malian
a r m yy at Mount Tikiane. 311 The rebels retreated further into Algeria, leaving
fivee of their men dead and one captured. In a second skirmish at Agedem,
j u s tt over the Algerian border, the rebels left three of their most valuable
fighterss in combat and two captured. 312 Those Kel Adagh who had fled to
Algeriaa to escape the persecutions of the Malian a r m y fell victim as well. In
Novemberr 1963, more than 400 cows and 250 camels were massacred
togetherr with their herdsmen at the wells of I n Ouzzel, a few hundred
kilometress into Algeria. 313
T h ee f o r b i d d e n z o n e
Ass the ifulagen were hard to track down, the a r m y retaliated on the Kel
Adaghh civilians, whom they viewed as accomplices and potential rebels. On

Itt is unclear on which date this agreement was signed, or whether an agreement was signed
att all or on what level.
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277 September 1963, the army decided to try to cut the rebels off from
theirr support by declaring the Adagh north to Kidal a forbidden zone {zone
interdif).interdif). This meant that all of the Adagh was forbidden territory for its
inhabitantss since Kidal is situated at the southernmost limit of the Adagh.
Anyonee found in the area was considered a rebel and could be shot on
sight.. But evacuating all the Kel Adagh to the utmost south of the Adagh
wass unfeasible. In January 1964, the policy was probably reformulated.
Thee population was now to be concentrated in so called regrouping zones
{zones{zones de regroupement) south and west of Kidal and around
administrativee posts and army bases at Aguelhoc, Telabit, Bouressa and
Tessalit.. The rest of the Adagh remained a 'forbidden zone'.314
Itt is not clear to what extent the population was informed on either of
thesee policies. We have to keep in mind that villages were almost non
existent.. The only Kel Adagh who lived in Kidal were the goumiers and
theirr families. Nevertheless, the population was mostly to be found in the
'inhabitable'' parts of the Adagh - the wadis, which were accessible to army
vehicles.. In December 1963, a campaign was organised to inform the
populationn on

'[...]] the social policy of our Party and at the same time their proper
interests.interests. In genera/, the nomadic populations, following the psychologica
politicalpolitical work of our troops and the call to the rebels by our head of State,
dividedivide themselves between two opposing groups, in opinion as well as on
thethe ground. The first group, and by far the most numerous, underwent the
dynamicdynamic actions of our officers who are in charge of their political
education,education, whereas the second group, situated in Algeria, has remaine
underunder the influence of the propaganda of the rebels, to whom they are,
explicitlyexplicitly or not, accomplices'?1S
Thus,, part of the population knew about the new measures. But
knowingg about them and being able to comply with them are two different
matters.. The concentration of the population would cause tremendous
difficultiess in the allocation of sufficient water and pastures to support the
herdss in such small areas as those designated by the army. Thus, those
Kell Adagh who knew about the 'forbidden zone' were faced with the choice
betweenn complying and watching their herds perish within the regrouping
zones,, or risking their lives and those of their livestock by staying where
theyy were.

''Question''Question - Why did you flee from the soldiers when you saw them
TheyThey had to shoot your mounts to arrest you.
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ReplyReply - We fled from the soldiers because at the last party meeting at
TessaTessalit [...] we had been warned that the sector is forbidden, that all
thosethose who go to that zone will be killed. So, when we crossed the soldiers
inin that sector, we tried to flee from the soldiers to head back to Tessalit,
butbut unfortunately
our camels were shot and we were arrested by the
soldiers'?™ soldiers'?™
AA t h i r d and most chosen option was to escape to Algeria. The ifulagen
tooo knew about the 'forbidden zone' tactics and responded by trying to
escortt as many people as they could out of the Adagh on their way to
Algeria.. Thus, in December 1963, around 400 families and their herds fled
too Algeria t o escape persecution. 317 Many more would follow. By the end of
thee conflict, an estimated 5,000 of a total population of no more than
20,0000 Kel Adagh had installed themselves in Southern Algeria with no
intentionn to come back to Mali. By t h e n , most of those who had preferred
too return t o Mali had already done so. The army responded to the flights
byy pursuing and killing those on their way to Algeria (or even those
alreadyy in Algeria), or by evacuating even more people to its zones of
control.. In January 1964, the population of the area around Tarkimt,
almostt at the bank of the Niger and t h e base camp of the GNIG14, was
evacuatedd to the south on rumours t h a t they planned to flee to Algeria. 318
Too those Kel Adagh who remained in the forbidden zone, life must have
beenn hell. The army poisoned wells throughout the Adagh since the rebels
dependedd on wells to provision themselves, but so did the local population.
Thee army systematically shot herds and herdsmen to keep them out of
rebell hands. For those in the regrouping zones life was not much better.
Womenn and children were not deliberately executed (but they died of
poisonedd
water,
and
were
imprisoned
under
life-threatening
circumstances).. Instead, they were taken to villages in the regrouping
zoness such as Kidal, Tessalit and Bouressa where they were put to work.
VV was lucky, because the army did not kill women at the time, tss tss,
nono no. They only put them in prison, to make bricks and all that
Building
things.things. But they didn't kill women and children. Only men. There were
manymany people who died, ehi?.319
Thiss sounds more innocent than it was for at least some of these
women.. First of all, in Tamasheq concepts of work, class and gender, noble
womenn should not carry out manual labour. Although the Kel Adagh are
nott seen as noble in the strict sense within Tamasheq paradigms of

Rapportt d'interrogation, Arrondissement de Tessalit, Cercle de Kidal, 08/02/1964. ACK.
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nobility,, many families tried to live up to noble values. Even for those
womenn who did perform tasks, fabricating clay bricks was a totally alien
occupationn which struck them as utterly humiliating. Second, many Kel
Adaghh women successfully lived according to the Tamasheq standards of
beautyy - extreme obesity brought about by force-feeding from the start of
adolescence.3200 These women were physically unable to perform any form
off hard labour and greatly suffered under the forced effort. Third, and not
unsurprisingly,, many women had to endure physical and sexual
harassmentt by their guards. Some were forced into marriage or
concubinagee since their husbands or male relatives were (presumed)
rebels,, prisoners, or dead.

VV have the honour to send you Atakora Oueled Sikema, originating
fromfrom your Arrondissement, for the following reasons: [...] In fact, the
concernedconcerned is at present under the threat of the knife of one of the co-wive
ofof the gendarme Mallet Keita who insists on marrying her despite her
irregularirregular situation. It is most important to consider that the presence of
thisthis woman in Tessalit is harmful to Mister Mallet Ke/tas family and risks
producingproducing grave consequences in the future, since the man adamantl
insistsinsists on making her living in his house without entering into a legal
marriagemarriage contractr.321
Thee forced marriages were unbearable in many ways. First of all, some
off these women were already married or engaged, but with their husbands
andd male relatives away or dead, they had no choice but to accept their
situation.. I once heard a story about the Kel Adagh wife of a former officer
whoo served in the Adagh during Alfellaga. Her husband imposed his
marriagee proposal by killing most of her male relatives in front of her eyes.
Second,, in Kel Adagh society, as in all Tamasheq societies, monogamy is
thee norm. To these Kel Adagh women their status as co-wife must have
beenn equal to being a concubine, a position previously only held by women
off slave origins. Her new role as wife to a non-Tamasheq also brought her
taskss she was unaccustomed to performing - pounding grain, fetching
firewood,, and sweeping the compound. Sometimes the (non)marital
situationn even grew dangerous as the above quote shows.
Imprisoningg women had the effect the authorities desired. Many
familiess returned from their exile in Algeria to plea for the liberation of
theirr womenfolk. In April 1964, a group of returned Kel Adagh families in
Tessalitt asked for the return of their imprisoned women and children upon
meetingg with a political delegation touring the area.322
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T h ee a r r e s t of t h e l e a d e r s
Iff the Malian right of pursuit on Algerian territory had not made it clear
too the rebels that their strategy - starting a fight in the hope for external
supportt - had failed, the fate of Zeyd ag Attaher's mission to Algeria to
explicitlyy demand Algerian support will certainly have done so. As we have
seenn in chapter I I , Zeyd's visit to Algeria in 1961 was indeed intended to
askk both French and FLN support for his cause - freeing the Adagh from
Maliann presence. As the Kel Adagh believe it now, representatives of the
FLNN had promised to deliver support as soon as Ageria had become
independent.. A support that failed to materialise as the rebellion
progressed. .
Inn the autumn of 1963, Zeyd ag Attaher decided to contact the Algerian
Governmentt to remind it of its promise to support his cause. 323 He
travelledd to Tamanrasset, where he asked to meet the governor. During
thee meeting, Zeyd requested to speak to the Algerian president Ahmed
Benn Bella and to be provided with transport to Algiers. The request was
granted,, but Malian diplomacy had been ahead of Zeyd. On 28 September
1963,, the Malian Chief of Staff Abdoulaye Soumaré had visited Algiers to
speakk with the authorities about the uprising. 324 Soumaré managed to
convincee the Algerian authorities of the necessity of arresting Zeyd or
otherr rebels when they presented themselves. At their arrival in ColombBéchar,, Zeyd and his companion Ilyas ag Ayyouba were arrested. The car
inn which they travelled turned around and drove t h e m to Tessalit. There
theyy were put on an airplane to Kidal where they arrived on 1
November. 325 5
Inn the same period the ground was laid for the arrest of Mohamed AH
agg Attaher Insar who had lived in exile in Morocco since the 1950s. Again,
internationall relations worked against the rebels. In October 1963,
Moroccoo was at war with Algeria over the border area around Tlemcen. The
areaa was Algerian territory, but Morocco claimed it on historical grounds.
Thee conflict was resolved with the help of Modibo Keita, whose diplomatic
skillss and international prestige made him a valid intermediary. In return
forr his help, Morocco arrested and expelled Mohamed AN ag Attaher Insar
inn March 1964. 326
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Afterr the expulsion and arrest of Mohamed Ali ag Attaher Insar another
moree major blow was struck to the ifulagen - the capture of Elledi ag Alia
byy Malian forces on 9 March 1964 at Intachara, in Algeria. Elledi was
perhapss not the most important military leader, as he admitted himself,
butt as the son of a famous rebel against France and the instigator of the
conflict,, his prestige and renown was greater than of any other combatant.
Afterr his arrest and severe torture, Elledi was given the option between
collaborationn or direct execution. He chose the former. Thus, the Malian
armyy was able to make further arrests within the network of rebels in Mali.
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Capturedd rebel leaders Zeyd ag Attaher (middle), Ilyas ag Ayyouba (left),
andd messenger Mohamed AM (right) are paraded through Kidal. On the
left,, in shorts, probably Commandant du Cercle Diby Sillas Diarra. Source:
Archivess du Cercle de Kidal.
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Psychologicall warfare
Thee arrested leaders were used in a campaign to demoralise both the
supportivee population and the remaining fighters. Zeyd ag Attaher and
Ilyass ag Ayyouba were paraded through Kidal and the Adagh in a
campaignn of public humiliation. As is visible in figure 3, Zeyd's veil was
drapedd around his neck as a shawl. Ilyas ag Ayyouba does not wear a veil
att all. In those times, nothing was more humiliating and dishonourable for
aa man than to show his face in public. If Zeyd had had to walk the streets
withh his pants around his ankles, the effect would not have been greater.
Butt Zeyd was not simply unveiled. In the elaborate language of honour
whichh men express through their veil, draping it as a shawl expresses utter
defeatt and distress.327 The same fate was bestowed upon Mohamed AM ag
Attaherr Insar. His picture was taken while he was unveiled and shown in
thee Adagh and elsewhere,328 Thus the Malian forces wanted to make sure
thee message came through, and it did -

^And^And what did Mali do? This is what the Tuareg have never been able to
digest.digest. They undressed them, Zeyd and Mohamed Ali, and they exposed
themthem in aii of the Tamasheq country as if to say: "here are the men you
countedcounted on". They did this in Goundam, they did this in Timbuktu, in all of
thethe country. The soldiers spat on them, they undressed them... undressed
them.them. This is what the Tuareg could never digest. They were the most
respectedrespected among men. Doing something like that is like killing someone'
sou/.sou/.229 229
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Too those who could not witness the public exposure of the leaders, the
armyy wrote a note, which was dropped by airplane over the Adagh -

LASTT WARNING TO THE REBELS
l f l //

YOU ARE CUT OFF FROM YOUR FAMILIES
YOUU ARE CUT OFF FROM YOUR PEOPLE
YOUU ARE CUT OFF FROM YOUR LEADERS
YOUU ARE CUT OFF FROM THE WHOLE WORLD

2VV

ALGERIA PURSUES YOU AND ARRESTS YOU AT ITS BORDERS TO
HANDHAND YOU OVER TO MALI

3 a //

YOU STILL HAVE A LAST CHANCE - THAT IS TO SURRENDER
YOURSELVESS WITH YOUR ARMS AT THE NEAREST MILITARY
POSTT WITHIN THE NEXT 48 HOURS
MISSINGG THIS LAST CHANCE WHICH MALI OFFERS YOU WILL

MEAN: :
NAPALMM BOMBS
CANONS S
MACHINEE GUNS DESTROYING YOU IN ONE DAY
4 VV

ZEID AG ATTAHER AND HIS MAIN COLLABORATORS HAVE BEEN
INN OUR HANDS SINCE 10 DAYS AGO

4500 REBELS WERE ARRESTED BY ALGERIA AND HANDED OVER TO
MALI I
LONGG LIVE MALI
LONGG LIVE THE MALIAN ARMY330
Thee message could not have had a large impact, as almost none of the
Kell Adagh could read French. But other means where employed as well to
convincee the population and the rebels of the hopelessness of their
struggle.. The army had a mobile cinema at its disposal with which it toured
t h ee regrouping zone in May 1964. The film shown featured Modibo Keita
andd the Algerian president Ben Bella embracing each other as proof that
t h ee rebellious Kel Adagh could not count on Algerian support for their
struggle. 3 3 1 1
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D i b y ' ss o v e n
Worstt of all the means employed in this 'psychological war', were the
totallyy random executions of both the population and leading personae in
thee Adagh. Opposite the commander's office in Kidal, on the other side of
thee wadi, is a low rocky ridge. Within the ridge is a sand filled recess,
whichh some refer to as 'Diby's oven' after the Commanding officer of Kidal
Cerclee Diby Sillas Diarra. A pit was dug in this recess, which was filled with
blazingg embers. Executions took place at the edge of this pit, after which
thee body was thrown in the pit and covered with sand. In the same way,
meatt and bread are cooked in the Sahara, something that cannot escape
thee attention of those who know this story. To those who understand
Bambara,, the 'pun' on this form of execution and the man who invented it
iss as apparent as it is macabre. In Bambara, dibi means 'grilled meat'.
Onn 16 February 1964, the army executed the venerated marabout Sidi
Mohamedd Embakoua ag Oumayyata who had studied with Cheick Baye a l Kounti,, the most important Kounta cheick in Northern Mali in the first
quarterr of the 20th century. 332 In the 1940s it was Embakoua who had
replacedd the descendants of Cheick Baye as the spiritual leader of the
Ifoghas.. His execution struck the Adagh with terror as was intended.
Commandantt Diarra was of the opinion that - xthe spectacular
sanctions
appliedapplied against the agents of subversion
would have the merit
of
discouragingdiscouraging duplicity and complicity in all their forms'?3*
Onn 25 March 1964, Sidi Haïballa ould Abidine, a venerated Kounta
cheickcheick and one of the most influential religious leaders in the Adagh was
arrestedd and interrogated. He was accused of having made charms for the
ifulagenifulagen to protect them from bullets, which he denied having done. No
prooff was found against Sidi Haïballa or his son Sidi Mohamed. On the
latterr it was even noted that ''despite the accusations against him, the
concernedconcerned has always informed us [on the whereabouts of the ifulagen] i
thethe western sectof'.334 Nevertheless, Diarra thought that since Sidi Haïballa
hadd done nothing to prevent the rebellion and had not used his influence t o
stopp the rebels in their actions, he was guilty by compliance and a rebel
himself.. The public execution of Sidi Haïballa and his son Sidi Mohamed
causedd tremendous grief. That year, the Kounta in the Adagh and
elsewhere,, in mourning for his death, did not celebrate aid al-adhhe',
the
mostt important celebration in Islam.
Chiefss who did not collaborate with the army were shot as well, like
Ayyoubaa ag Mohamed Adargajouj - chief of the Daoussahak and the father
off Younes and Ilyas ag Ayyouba. Ayyouba, who lived in the Cercle Menaka,
wass arrested and sent t o Kidal, where he was executed on the grounds
thatt his sons were rebel leaders and that he himself had furnished camels
too them. But not only the local leaders were executed. In February 1964,
thee army 'discovered intelligence networks' in and around Kidal, Telabit
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andd Aguelhoc amongst the population held in the regrouping zones. This
wass taken as a pretext for summary executions among the regrouped
population. 335 5
T h ee last m o n t h s
Thee arrest of the main leaders, the executions and the imprisonment of
thee population did provoke a drop in morale among the fighters.
*So,*So, after what I've said before - the psychological work they [Mali] had
donedone by showing the chiefs Mohamed AH and Zeyd through all the villages
-- many men abandonned their arms. They returned. Many returned to
Algeria.Algeria. There were few fighters left with sufficient
means'?^
Withinn the ranks of the ifulagen two options prevailed. One group
supportedd abandoning the fight and seeking refuge in Algeria under the
protectionn of either the French at their military bases, or under protection
off the Algerian Government. The largest group however opted for return to
Malii to unconditionally surrender to its authorities since they knew that
thosee who had been taken prisoner had not been killed. 337 Elledi, Zeyd and
otherss were still alive. In May and June 1964, Intalia ag Attaher toured the
Adaghh west of Bouressa to persuade the ifulagen t o surrender. Intalla's
effortss were intended to gain the confidence of the rebels he encountered,
butt some came to him to surrender on their own initiative. Those who did
weree disarmed and remained with Intalia to convince others to surrender
ass well. The tours were successful as, in total, forty-eight men gave up the
fight. 3 3 88 The remaining fighters were mostly men of the first hour such as
Sidii Atamine and Issouf ag Cheick, Azzezen ag Iksa and Ikhlou Saloum.
Nott all rebels gave up the fight immediately, despite the hopelesness of
theirr situation. In June 1964 the group around Sidi Alamine and Issouf ag
Cheickk was spotted in the Timetrine by the GNIG14. 339 After a long, drawn
outt pursuit through the Timetrine the group was finally tracked down. On
277 July, Sidi Alamine ag Cheick was killed on the run. 3 4 0
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Hiss brother Issouf ag Cheick fled to Algeria with the rest of the
survivors. 3 4 11 With Sidi Alamine's group out of action, rebel military activity
camee at a low.
Onn 15 August 1964, the Malian Government officially declared the
rebellionn vanquished in the national newspaper I'Essor. To the few readers
off the paper, the news of the end of the rebellion was probably more
shockingg than the news of rebellion in the first place. The announcement
wass t h e third article ever written in the Malian press on the revolt and the
firstt to call it a rebellion.
Thee victory was celebrated in Kidal on 22 September 1964, on the third
nationall independence day. The festivities were attended by Mali's military
topp brass - Secretary General at the Ministry of Defence Mamadou Diakité,
Governorr of Gao Bakary Diallo, and the commander of the Bataillon
SahélienSahélien de /'Est Bokar Sada Diallo, next to all the officers in command of
thee administration and the army in the Kidal area. The goumiers and the
variouss CCA units paraded through Kidal. Flowers were placed at the
monumentt for the dead, followed by the ceremony of the flag, after which
thee regimental flag of the Bataillon Sahélien de /'Est was hoisted. A minute
silencee was twice observed in memory of 'the valiant builders of the Malian
nationnation who fell here in defence of national unity and integrity',342 The forty
capturedd rebels who were present were symbolically unshackled and
pardonedd for their actions. The message conveyed in this military
symbolismm was Malian victory. A victory over 'a feudal society, convinced
ofof the rule of the strongest, an anarchist society without attachments and
withoutwithout sedentary spirit, a society relishing adventure, a society of hate
andand complexes which the French administration
had left to the Malian
Repubiid.Repubiid.MZMZ
In his speech, the Secretary General of the Ministry
Defencee Mamadou Diakité passed on a message from Modibo Keita who
pardonedd 'ail those who, understanding their error, had laid down their
arms.arms. They may thus consider themselves to be free citizens in all respects
inin a Mali that makes no difference between its children. But it is necessary
thatthat they remember, and I am sure everybody will remembef'.344 About
this,, Keita was absolutely right.

Rememberingg the terror
Thee fact that those Kel Adagh who lived through the events of 1963-1964
wouldd remember them vividly needs no explanation. However, almost all
off those who are likely to have witnessed the events were reluctant to
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speakk about them. Some of them simply said they were not in the Adagh
att the time, which could be true given both the massive retreat of the Kel
Adaghh into Algeria during those years and the Malian tactics of the
regroupingg zones. But other reasons for silence are more likely. Tamasheq
speechh is bound by honour. One should measure one's words and
preferablyy speak in a concealing language (tengeltj. Emotions should be
restrainedd to preserve dignity. All this is quite impossible when invited to
telll a tale of horror. Also, I must admit I had great difficulties in pressing
furtherr when confronted with reluctance to revisit the events I was
interestedd in. The fact that I was a stranger could also have played a large
partt in form and content of (non-)communication. However, those who had
witnessedd Alfellaga and wanted to speak about the subject, invariably told
mee the story of Paul Ahmed Nardy 'the Frenchman'. Nardy was actually of
mixedd Algerian and French origins. After independence, he stayed in Mali
wheree he worked as administrator of the customs service in Gao. He was,
rightlyy or not, accused by Commandant Diby Sillas Diarra of being the
headd of the resistance movement's information network in Gao. Nardy was
arrestedd in March 1964,
*[...]] but he had nothing to do with the revolt, he was an innocent type.
HeHe was imprisoned together with my older sister who survived. They let
himhim die of thirst. He asked someone to moisten the tip of his veil so he
couldcould have some water, but it was refused. When he died after three days
therethere was a bright light on the spot were he was, like a lamp. Only it
wasnwasn 't a lamp, it was a miracle. That was because he was a good Muslim
andand a perfectly innocent man. He had nothing to do with the rebellion.
TheyThey only killed him because he was French, and they thought he had
spiedspied for the rebels. He was a brave persoh'.34S
Nardy'ss story was not only told because of his and my presumed origins
(manyy people thought I was French too, or at least I was a European, an
identityy I shared with Nardy). To those who told it, somehow, it was an
outstandingg example of the barbarousness of the Malian army - the killing
off the innocent and the non-adherence to the rules of warfare. As
mentionedd above, in the Tamasheq concept of honourable war - aqqa certainn social categories should be left unharmed - women, children, the
freee unprotected craftsmen, religious groups {inesfemen), and strangers.
Nardyy fitted the last two categories. He was a Frenchman who had
convertedd to Islam and he was apparently reputed for his piety. He was
certainlyy not the only victim of the Malian forces who, according to the
ruless of aqqa, should have been left unharmed. The public execution of the
Adagh'ss men of religion still provokes resentment in the Adagh.
Thee imprisonment of women and children in the towns and the labour
theyy were forced to carry out is another source of bitter recollection. In Kel
Adaghh memory, many of the arbitrary acts committed against the
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populationn and their chiefs after the rebellion are now placed within the
contextt of the rebellion or they are believed to have taken place in those
days.. The arrest and humiliation of Bissaada ag Khakad, Hamzata ag Sidi
andd Ebeug ag Elmouack in 1967, described in chapter I I , is now
rememberedd as having taken place during the rebellion as well. In this
way,, the whole Keita period is seen as not only one of great suffering, but
alsoo one of continued resistance and rebellion. It is as if Alfellaga did not
takee place between 1963 and 1964, but between 1960 and 1968 - from
thee coming of Mali to the coup d'état by Moussa Traoré.
Thee importance of Alfellaga as a time of great suffering stretches even
further,, and is connected to later catastrophes. Not without reason, the
povertyy of the Adagh after the rebellion is blamed on the destruction of
herdss by the Malian army -

'Before'Before Alfellaga the Adagh was rich. There were no Tuareg beggars.
ThereThere were many camels. There were people who had never tasted grain.
TheyThey only lived off milk, dates and meat. Only after Alfellaga did they learn
toto eat rice. The soldiers brought rice, since there were no herds left. The
womenwomen did not even know how to swallow this rice. They were not
accustomedaccustomed to it. When the army found a herd [makes a shooting gestu
theythey gunned them down. They killed many animals, camels and goats'346

Thee extermination of herds and the destruction of the environment, the
poisoningg of wells and the cutting down of trees by the Malian army is
evenn presented as a direct cause for the drought of the 1970s - lBefore
Alfellaga,Alfellaga, the Adagh was green. All the wadis were covered in trees. The
armyarmy cut them down and that brought the drought*1
Alfellagaa is not only remembered by those who lived the events. Poems
havee been composed about them and they are referred to in the songs of
thee tanekra - the movement of young men and women preparing the
rebellionn of 1990. These songs and poems are known throughout the
Tamasheqq world. Poetry is the main vehicle of historical knowledge. One
stanzaa in particular was recited to me in and outside the Adagh. It
comparess French and Malian rule. Even the men who epitomised the bad
sidee of French presence - the goumiers - are now remembered with some
fondnesss when compared to their Malian counterparts -
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TheThe gou miers ofo/cf
thosethose of the French
werewere beautiful
WithWith their white haired cameis
HowHow should the worth and wickedness
ofSidiofSidi Ongoiba be judged?
IfIf not by the massacre
IfIf not by the silly hats34*
Thiss particular stanza was recited to me twice in the Adagh and twice
outsidee the Adagh by different people on different occasions. *Sidi' Ongoiba
servedd as second Lieutenant in the Adagh during the rebellion, and
afterwardss as Chef d'Arrondissement at Bouressa and commander of the
goum.goum. The 'silly hats' refers to the caps worn by Malian soldiers, compared
too the Tamasheq veil and turban - the eghewid. The veil conveys certain
conceptss of honour and proper behaviour. For an adult man not to wear a
veill is to be naked and without honour. Later generations and other groups
nott only know of the events through poems and songs. Some witnessed
certainn events as children, others heard stories about it from parents or
relatives. .
Storiess about Alfellaga have spread beyond the Adagh. Today they are
relevantt knowledge of history for all the populations of Northern Mali.
AlfellagaAlfellaga is seen as the origin of the second rebellion, which touched all
Northernn Mali. Thus, stories about Alfellaga have been incorporated in an
explanatoryy narrative on the second rebellion. Those from outside the
Adaghh involved in the second rebellion will stress not only the continuity
betweenn the two revolts, but if possible even the participation of non-Kel
Adaghh in Alfellaga. Informants of the tewsit Ishidenharen residing in the
Cerclee Menaka, insisted that at least fourteen of their men had joined
Alfellaga.Alfellaga. They could mention one by name - Bahoni, the father of Moussa
agg Bahoni, one of the most important Ishidenharen leaders of the second
rebellion.. Albachir, a Daoussahak from the Menaka area, explained that %%
IfIf one told the scientific truth, one would give paternity of'Alfellaga to the
Daoussahak.Daoussahak. In 1962, it was fair and square with Ilyas ag Ayyouba's
moneymoney that the rebellion took place with the Ifoghas in Kidaf.**9 That
Youness ag Ayyouba and his brother Ilyas were most likely the only two
Daoussahakk involved in Alfellaga is less relevant to Albachir. Their
involvementt justifies a claim to early resistance and participation in later
eventss for his own tewsit. Thus, even outside the Adagh, continuity
betweenn Alfellaga and the second rebellion is assured along the
genealogicall lines of the tewsit.

Partt of a poem by Akhmudan ag Meddi.
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Justt how widespread stories about Alfellaga are, becomes clear from a
conversationn I had in Menaka with Almoustapha, a young Songhay man
fromm Gao. Almoustapha knew I was a historian, and asked me the reasons
forr the second rebellion. I answered I didn't know and asked for his
opinion.. He gave me his "very personal opinion".

'Among'Among other things, it has to do with taxes. In the French period taxes
werewere ievied arbitrariiy. Those who couid not pay their taxes were put in the
sunsun from eight in the morning to nightfall, or they were beaten. With
independenceindependence we thought these shameless practices would come
end.end. Unfortunately there was the "famous", or rather infamous leader of
KidalKidal after independence - Diby Si/las Diarra. He caused a complete
massacre.massacre. He killed many people In Kidal. Those who could not pay the
taxestaxes were instantly executed. [...] One day Diby passed a merchant on
thethe road. Diby drew his pistol to shoot him. Do you know why he wanted to
shootshoot him? Because in walking by, the merchant had caused dust to fall on
him.him. Only with the greatest effort could Diby's following withhold him from
killingkilling the man. "Very well, [Diby said] I shall not kill him, but when I have
drawndrawn my pistol I cannot holster It without shooting. Bring me a donkey so
II can fire the bullet meant for the merchant on that animal".350
Likee the Kel Adagh, but with different arguments, Almoustapha draws
ann immediate parallel between French colonial rule, Malian rule in the
Adaghh under the Keita regime, and the reasons for the second rebellion.
Thee explicit line of reasoning is not only a good example of created
continuityy over time, but the story told is also a good example of a
particularr colonial genre. The reason why Commandant du Cercle Diby
Sillass Diarra wanted to shoot the passing merchant echoes similar stories
aboutt the injustice and power of the Commandants du Cercle under French
coloniall rule. Almoustapha thus invokes a parallel between colonial times
andd newly independent Mali. However, the beating of passers-by for lack of
respectt was uncommon in the Adagh, but not in Almoustaphas home, the
Cerclee Gao. The way in which Almoustapha creates a parallel between
coloniall and Malian rule is an example of what Charlotte Linde has called
'narrativee induction', which is'a process ofbeing encouragedor requiredto
hear,hear, understand, and use someone else's story as one's own'.2SX This is
broughtt about by what she calls 'non-participant narrative' - %an oral story
toldtold to someone not present at the events narrated?*2 Almoustapha's
examplee shows that appropriated narratives will be transformed in ways to
fitt a historical experience closer to the narrator. Undoubtedly, he will have
heardd stories of wicked Colonial officers from his own family. We see here
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howw various non-participant narratives have been blended into a new
wholee with the aim to appropriate historical events and their significance
forr non-Kel Tamasheq - the outbreak of the second rebellion. This being
said,, the parallel drawn by Almoustapha would not be denied by the Kel
Adagh,, who see Malian rule as a continuation of colonial dominance. In
chapterr VI, I will discuss the causes and effects of narrative induction on
non-participantss of Alfellaga.

Conclusion n
Inn May 1963, years of tension between the Malian administration and the
Kell Adagh came to a head in what is now known as Alfellaga, the first
Tamasheqq revolt against the Malian state. Although small groups of men
hadd actively prepared for an uprising from 1960 onwards, the rebellion
startedd with a seemingly unlinked incident. Elledi ag Alia avenged his
fatherr Alia ag Albachirs and his own dishonour.
Ann outsider with an inclination to dissect 'factual events' from historical
discoursee could easily discard the connection made in a way similar to ones
disconnectingg Gavrillo Princip's assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
fromm the real causes of the First World War. But history does not work that
way.. Historical narratives are produced at a specific moment, under
specificc circumstances in a specific cultural context. When I conducted my
research,, Tamasheq society was recovering from the second rebellion
betweenn 1990 and 1996. Years of renewed resistance against the state are
partt of the circumstances creating the link between resistance in colonial
times,, Alfellaga and the second rebellion.
Historicall continuity between Alia ag Albachir and his men and Alfellaga
isis created through the most binding framework of Tamasheq historical
narrative;; individual action and genealogy. Elledt's father Alia ag Albachir
hadd been, in Eric Hobsbawm's terms, a social bandit who refused to obey
Frenchh colonial and Tamasheq power. But in Kel Adagh political historical
narrative,, his actions serve to redefine Kel Adagh history under colonial
rulee from one of compliance with, to one of resistance against foreign rule.
Althoughh Elledi ag Alla's goal had not been rebellion, he soon became the
rebellion'ss most prestigious leader. Tamasheq historical discourse now
explicitlyy interprets his avenging action as a political act. The event that
triggeredd the rebellion is seen as a continuation of resistance against
foreignn domination.
Historicall discourse is also shaped by cultural perceptions. The most
importantt cultural frameworks for Alfellaga are eshlk, honour; takaraket,
shame;; and, especially, egha, revenge. In Tamasheq historical narrative,
Elledi'ss revenge on the goumiers who stained his fathers honour and his
own,, serves as a metaphor for the honour the Kel Tamasheq lost under
foreignn domination. By framing the events surrounding Alfellaga in a
discoursee on lost honour and shame, the Kel Tamasheq give meaning to
andd motivation for their suffering while presenting its solution - revenge in
violentt action.
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Inn turn, violence is regulated through honour and shame as well. In the
firstt months of Alfellaga, the rules of honourable warfare - aqqa - were
upheld.. These rules shaped both the rebels' military actions and their
retrospectivee thoughts about the conflict. When it became clear however
thatt the Malian army was not fighting according to these rules, they were
abandonedd for the rules of akafal- non-honour bound warfare.
Inn the coming two chapters we will see how Alfellaga is linked to the
rebellionn of the 1990s in ways similar to those linking Alia ag Albachir to
Alfellaga.Alfellaga. Memories of the brutal repression of Alfellaga by the Malian army
describedd in this chapter are vital elements in explaining the preparations
andd outbreak of the second rebellion. In this historical link, the same
explanatoryy elements are used; individual action, genealogical continuity
andd revenge.
Butt cultural explanations only frame the shape and content of historical
discourse.. They do not represent in themselves the deeper motivation for
Alfellaga.Alfellaga. As I hope to have made clear, the reason for revolt and the main
motivationn for the most active ifulagen was a wish for independence from
thee Malian state.
Thee reason why the rebels chose for military action to attain this goal,
despitee being outnumbered and outgunned by the Malian army, lies in
theirr rather naïve hope for international support for their cause. By starting
thee rebellion, so it was thought, support would materialise, as had been
promisedd by both France and the FLN in the years prior to the rebellion.
However,, the rebels had gravely misjudged their chances. Their struggle
remainedd only theirs, fought in obscurity, without international attention.
Inn chapters VII and VIII, we will see how the rebels of 1990 had learned a
valuablee lesson from their predecessors - do not fight without making sure
thee rest of the world knows. Of course, the second rebellion was fought in
ann era in which means of communication were vastly expanded, which was
nott the case during Alfellaga.
Thee question arises whether we should see Alfellaga as an expression of
Tamasheqq nationalism. The answer to this question depends on whether or
nott one is prepared to see nationalism disconnected from étatisme.
Withoutt a doubt, the Ifulagen wanted independence for the Kel
Tamasheqq nation. But their concept of independence was framed in visions
onn leadership, political order and the structure of society as they had come
too know it through French colonial rule. Only the reasoning of political
sciencee and, for want of a better term, 'Western' political concepts,
explicitlyy link 'nation' to 'state'. The exact contents of these concepts were
thenn still largely alien to most Kel Tamasheq.
Inn chapter VI we will see how Tamasheq ideas on independence
developedd rapidly along the lines of 'Western' political reasoning and its
relationn to the concept of the nation-state. However, the new lines of
politicall reasoning would not mean a break with local political thought.
Instead,, they were firmly embedded in local perceptions and in historical
reasoning.. The experiences of Alfellaga would be both literally and
figurativelyy instrumental in the shaping of what was needed to bring
Tamasheqq independence about.
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