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Afterword:
Completing the Circle

Kifo, kifo, kifo hakina huruma
Kifo, kifo, kifo hakina huruma
Kifo, kifo, kujua mbaya kifo
Watu wanakwenda hospitalini
Nakuta wengine wanalia
Wengine wana miguu tena
Wengine wana vidonda
Wengine wana vipele
Wengine wana ukurutu
Wengine wamekufa

Shauri yako wewe kifo

Death, death, death has no pity
Death, death, death has no pity
Death, death, to know a bad death |
People, they are going to the hospital
| meet others they are crying

Others they are walking again

Others have sores

Others have skin eruptions

Others have rashes

Others are dying

Your plan, you death

-Kifo, Remmy Ongala



Completing the Circle

| never intended for this book to have a conclusion. As stated in the intro-
duction, it has always been my intention to raise more questions than |
answer here in hopes of offering a glimpse into some of the more complex
daily processes that help contribute to high HIV rates in Africa. It is my con-
tention that while AIDS is routinely recognized as the complex medical and
social disease that it is in the so-called developed world, in Africa it is too
often simplified. It is imagined and portrayed in dominant Western scientif-
ic discourses as an infectious disease that will continue to wreak havoc in
the lives of Africa’s countless victims until salvation is delivered from the
West (Treichler 1999). While many of those who are engaged in AIDS work
in Africa are acutely aware of the medical and social complexities of trying to
prevent and treat AIDS in a continent as diverse as Africa, they continue to
simplify matters if for no other reason than to garner international financial
support for their programs. Funding agencies do not want to hear that what
works in Kampala or Nairobi may prove relatively useless in Dar es Salaam,
nor that what works for Dar es Salaam street youth may have the opposite
effect when applied to middle class youth in the same country. Instead, both
contemporary and historical differences are glossed over to paint a unified
picture of “AIDS in Africa” that is difficult for Africans as well as long-time
scholars of Africa to recognize. Aside from perpetuating the pervasive devel-
opment ethos (and apparatus) that is tied to AIDS prevention and treatment
in the so-called developing world, it is hard to imagine what interests are
served by such portrayals. According to Stuart Hall, “AIDS is . . . a question
of who gets represented and who does not” (1992:285). | would add that it
is also a question of how they get represented.

When | set out to do the research for this book it was, in part, with the inten-
tion of finding a better way to represent one of the highest HIV/AIDS risk
groups in Dar es Salaam. In many ways this book has been a struggle over
representation: how to portray one of the most marginalized groups in soci-
ety in a way that honors their humanity? Yet, | also wanted this book to say
more. Initially, | had hoped that it would offer more generalized information
about AIDS and African youth, or even more generally, poor urban youth every-
where. Perhaps it has that capacity. | wanted this book to convey the types
of new insight that attention to the particular has to offer. | am not suggest-
ing that the insights produced by ethnography and particularity are better
than those produced by other scientific means, only that through its interpre-
tive capacities ethnography might have something else to offer, something
new in terms of the ways we can conduct research. | will not suggest that
my research has brought any new insight to the problem of “AIDS in Africa,”
AIDS in Tanzania, or even AIDS in Dar es Salaam. As well, | think it would be
difficult for the reader to miss my political and personal engagement with this
subject. What | hope this book provides is a degree of insight into different
methodological and representational approaches for understanding the ways
people strive to make meaningful lives for themselves and their families in
the face of AIDS.
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